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The MOHPG Board of Directors would like to thank of all you for participating in this virtual home 
tour, featuring seven of Monroviaõs vintage homes.  It is our fervent hope that in 2022 circumstances 
will allow us  to return to the tradition of in-person touring and that you will be able to join us.  

We value your continued support of our efforts to protect and preserve the architectural heritage of 
this community, and we are appreciative of having the opportunity to showcase how rich that herit-
age is with this virtual tour  Thank you! 
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Santa Fe Depot  177 Acacia  

805 S Shamrock  438 W Duarte Rd  

                           

                                           

        hat . . . A . . . Year!     

 

     I hope I can be forgiven for stating the obvious, 
but in the months since February 2020 when the 
coronavirus first raised the specter of a new kind 
of normal, we have seen our lives impacted in so 
many different ways. And that includes how 
MOHPG operates. Gone were the 2020 Historic 
Homes Tour, our monthly meetings which were 
so diverse and informative, board meetings (after 
all, with nothing happening, what was there to 
talk about?), walking tours of our historic down-
town - we literally and figuratively ground to a 
halt. Only now, with spring well under way and 
the rates of vaccination increasing can we dare to 
hope to once again engage in our daily activities 
with minimal apprehension of  the consequences. 

 

     Our decision to hold a virtual home tour in 
2021 was driven in part by one of the reasons we 
hold a tour in the first place - to celebrate the 
wealth and diversity of our architectural heritage. 
Skipping a tour for the second consecutive year 
seemed too drastic an action to contemplate, 
hence our decision to offer a virtual tour instead. 

     Understanding that a virtual tour could never 
replace in the in-person experience many of you 
have enjoyed over the past 39 years, we hope you 
will enjoy this version of touring in anticipation 
of joining us in 2022 to resume our traditional 
event. 

 

Jim Wigton 
MOHPG President 

                           

 
     Face masks on familiar artworks around the downtown Mon-
rovia area appeared  from time to time in early 2020 and provided 
comic relief for passersby while at the same time reminding us that 
life was not as it normally was and  probably wouldnõt be for some 
time yet to come.  A lesson many have learned in the year since this 
disruption began is not to take things for granted but to enjoy life 
whenever we have the chance. 
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201 S. Shamrock Avenue  
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mong the early residents of the Pacific View 
Tract in Monrovia were the Rev. William Uhl 

and his wife, Lucinda.  A note in the Monrovia Messen-
ger of August 22, 1889 mentions that Mr. Uhl, previ-
ously a resident of Los Angeles and Dixon, Illinois, 
had purchased the Perkins House, located where 
Wild Rose Elementary School is today.  Six years lat-
er the senior Uhls were joined in Monrovia by their 
son, Emanuel, his wife Anna, and their six-month old 
daughter, Gretchen.  They took up residence in the 
Perkins House as William and Lucinda had pur-

chased the Campbell House in the same tract.  After 
William and Lucinda passed away, the Emanuel Uhl 
family moved into the Campbell House, where 
Gretchen grew to maturity.  The Uhl family owned 
many of the lots adjoining their homes, and these lots 
were planted to orange trees. 
     Gretchen Uhl attended Monrovia schools, gradu-
ating from Monrovia High School in 1913.  She then 
attended Stanford University, graduating Phi Beta 
Kappa, and taught school in El Monte for several 
years before marrying Harry F. Booth, a classmate at 
Monrovia High School.  Harry Booth came to Monro-
via with his parents, Frederick and Louisa Booth, in 
1907.  After graduation from Monrovia High School, 
Booth worked in Los Angeles and Colton until he  

 

volunteered for service during World War I.   When 
his military service was completed, he returned to 
Monrovia and married Gretchen Uhl on November 
10, 1919 in the Campbell House.  
     For their first home, the Booths selected several of 
the lots directly east of Gretchenõs second family 
home.  A number of the orange trees were removed 
for a home site, but forty trees south of the house sur-
vived for many years as one of Monroviaõs last orange 
groves.  Harry Boothõs father, a contractor and build-
er, constructed the house to his son and daughter-in-

lawõs specifications.  The 
house, built in the English 
Stucco style, was completed 
in the spring of 1921.  The 
only exterior alteration to 
the house since then is the 
bay window in the kitchen, 
added to display Mrs. 
Boothõs collection of pattern 
glass. 
     Both Harry and Gretchen 
Booth were prominent in 
their community.  Harry 
Booth maintained an ac-
counting office in Monrovia 
for many years, and served 
for nine years as a trustee of 
the Monrovia Presbyterian 
Church.  Gretchen Booth 

was a member of the D.A.R., the P.E.O. sisterhood, 
and the Monrovia Womanõs Club, which she served 
as treasurer for many years.  She also served on the 
Monrovia Planning Commission. 
     Gretchen Booth died January 14, 1964, having lived 
in the same block of the Pacific View Tract for over 
sixty years.  Harry Booth died November 23, 1980, 
and the family home was sold several years later.   
     The current owner purchased the house in 1999.  
By an interesting coincidence, he had been good 
friends previously with the family of Harry and 
Gretchen Boothõs son through a business connection 
in Pasadena.  The house has been carefully updated 
over the last 22 years to meet the needs of contempo-
rary living. 

1921 English Cottage  
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Transitional  Victorian Colonial   1906 Minimal Traditional 1941  

1887 Folk Victorian 

317 Heather Heights Court  
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lbert W. òBudó Miller was a native son, born 
November 4, 1904 on the Bradbury Ranch, where his 
father was a ranch foreman.  He was the son of Albert 
and Eliza Wishart Miller.  Bud Miller attended the 
Duarte School, now the Old Spaghetti Factory on 
Buena Vista near the 210 Freeway, and graduated 
from Monrovia-Arcadia-Duarte High School.  As a 
young man, he worked for the Nelson & Mosher 
Ford Agency in Monrovia.  Later he established his 
own automobile repair 
shop specializing in Ford 
automobiles.  He married 
the former Florence Hoo-
ey, and they were the par-
ents of two children, Bev-
erly Jean Miller and Bruce 
Wayne Miller.  By 1940, 
with two young children, 
Bud and Florence Miller 
were ready to build their 
first home.  For their con-
tractor, they selected Earl 
H. Eno, a local builder.   
     Earl Hilliard Eno was 
born June 7, 1889 in Cass 
County, Michigan, the 
son of John Wesley Eno 
and Elizabeth Christina Brown Eno.  He moved to 
California and was living in Compton when the 1927-
1928 Compton City Directory was compiled.  Long 
Beach was his home when the 1930 United States 
Federal Census was enumerated.  Four years later, 
still unmarried, he moved to Monrovia and took up 
residence at òThe Oaksó, the historic Monroe Home 
at 250 N. Primrose Avenue, where he rented a room.  
Early Monrovia City Directories list his occupation 
as a carpenter; later directories list him as a builder.  
Earl Eno continued to live at òThe Oaksó for the next 
fifteen years while he constructed a number of homes 
in the minimal traditional style.  His first permit was 
issued in 1936, and he was also the builder for 337, 
343, 351, and 358 Heather Heights Court. 
     During the war years, Bud Miller was a pilot for 
William Randolph Hearst, flying guests to and from 

  

 

Hearstõs San Simeon Ranch.  After the war was over,  
he was able to purchase the local Ford Agency, which 
had become inactive during the war years.  He con-
ducted the agency very successfully until his death in 
1963.   
     Late in life Earl Eno married Thelma Child Hen-
derson, a divorcee, who was born October 11, 1896 in 
Riverdale, Utah.  They moved into a new home at 202 
Mauna Loa Drive in Monrovia, presumably built by 

Earl Eno.  Earl H. Eno died July 3, 1950 in Los Angeles 
County, probably in Monrovia.  He is buried with his 
parents in Westminster Memorial Park, Westmin-
ster, California.  Thelma Eno survived Earl by many 
years, and died October 21, 1989 in San Marcos, Cali-
fornia. 
     Bud and Florence Miller built a new home in 1953 
and sold 317 Heather Heights to Douglas V. and Joan 
T. Flint.  Douglas Flint was a chemical engineer with 
the Fluor Corporation in Los Angeles.  Douglas and 
Joan divorced, and the house was sold to Donald D. 
and Dorothy A. Ball, who still owned the house when 
the last Monrovia City Directory was compiled in 
1971.  The present owners purchased the house in 
2002.      

1941 Minimal Traditional  
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Steve Baker 


