(Part one of this narrative appeared in the July 2022
issue of Preservation Conservation, and was written
by Sarah Farmer Earll with assistance from Pam
Barkas and Linda Taubenreuther.)
THE MARK STILL YEARS (2008-2016)
Despite the Board’s best intentions, the museum
fared badly at the start, with static exhibits and irregular hours. Then in walked Mark Still, who was
named curator by the Museum Board in January
2008. Mark was not a newcomer to Monrovia, having spent his entire youth here. He tried a year of college a few years out of high school, but ended up in
the construction trade for 25 years, specializing in
making cabinets and high-end office furniture. A return to college in his early 40s awakened a love of
history, which led to his position as curator.
When Mark first tried to visit the museum shortly
after he moved back to Monrovia, it took five trips
before he found it open. What he saw inside was, in
his word, “needy,” with water-stained walls in need of
paint and exhibits in need of TLC. He volunteered as
a docent, but soon realized Monrovia deserved
something better. Although he had been offered a
paid curator position elsewhere, he aimed to elevate
the status of the Monrovia Historical Museum to “the
best in the San Gabriel Valley.”
Soon after beginning as curator, Mark presented
the Board with a five-year plan, ending in 2014. Most
of his modest goals came to fruition in just three
years. Under Mark's guidance, the museum began
to recognize the culturally diverse heritage in Monrovia's history. The Museum’s large-scale environmental exhibits, including the Citrus Stand, the Kitchen
and Parlor, and the Kizh diorama, owe their existence to Mark’s vision and construction expertise.
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Denise Trentalange served as collections manager and archivist for 15 years. Collection Management is incredibly complex. When an artifact comes
to the museum, it must be photographed, measured,
and catalogued. The data is then entered into the
computer, after which thank you letters and Deed of
Gift forms are sent to the donor. Denise’s area of expertise was textiles, which require delicate handling.
During her time with the Museum, Denise processed
over 12,300 artifacts. In 2018, the research center
located in the upstairs office was named the Denise
Trentalange Research Center in her honor.
THE PANDEMIC YEARS
The late 2010s saw changes in Board leadership and
new opportunities for exhibit development. Special
programs continued, such as Professor Susie Ling’s
talks on Monrovia’s Black, Latino, and Asian communities, and a presentation about Monrovian Robert
Kennard, who created one of the longest-running African American-owned architecture firms in the western U.S. In March 2020, the Museum sponsored an
event celebrating Women’s Suffrage and the 19th
Amendment. The accompanying exhibit, highlighting
(con’t on page 5)
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MISSION
The Monrovia Historic Preservation Group (MOHPG)
seeks to preserve Monrovia’s architectural heritage
through advocacy and actions that promote historic
preservation.

On August 2, 2022, MOHPG board member Sergio
Jimenez was sworn in by city clerk Alice Atkins to become a member of the Monrovia City Council. He will
be joining fellow MOHPG board member Gloria Crudgington, giving the MOHPG board two members who
are also on the city council. Former MOHPG President
Joe Garcia became a city council member in the
1990s, giving MOHPG its first voice of preservation on
the council. Gloria and Sergio are continuing in that
tradition, which bodes well for the state of preservation
in this city.
CONGRATULATIONS, SERGIO!!
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If you had managed to make your way over to Library Park on Sunday evening, August 7, then you
know that the concert for that evening, which featured
the country band, Country Nation, was in part sponsored by MOHPG.
Sponsoring one of the summer music concerts has
been a tradition for MOHPG for many years, as it provides just another way of giving back to the community. While our main focus is preserving the architectural
heritage of our community, we also are committed to
helping make this city a better place in which to live,
and your support helps us reach that goal.
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NEWSLETTER

The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
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In 2011 MOHPG paid its first visit to Rubel Castle
in Glendora, a visit that was attended by 22 members. We thought it time to revisit this folk architecture site to allow those who missed our first visit and
our newest members to attend this one-of-a-kind
wonder.
The “castle” was built by Michael Rubel and a
handful of volunteers over a period of 26 years, using
recycled materials and river rock plus an assortment
of relics and artifacts from Glendora’s early agricultural and industrial eras. Work began in 1968, and it
was built by Rubel to fulfill a childhood dream to
have his own castle. Rubel passed away in 2007.
Among the sights to see within the compound are
the Tin Palace Museum, the Bottle House, the Santa
Fe caboose, the clock tower, and the dungeon, plus
much more.
The castle is only open several times a month,
and group tours must book well in advance. MOHPG
has made arrangements for a docent-led tour of the
castle grounds for Saturday, September 24, with the
tour beginning at 10 am. Participants are asked to
arrive at least 15 minutes early to sign a release
waiver so that the tour can begin on time.
Because the group size is limited to 25 people, we
ask that you RSVP to mohpg1980@gmail.com no
later than September 17 to guarantee your spot
on the tour. You will receive a confirmation email of
your reservation. The tour lasts 1½ - 2 hours.



WHEN: Saturday, September 24, 2022
TIME: 10 am (tour begins)
LOCATION: Rubel Castle, 844 N. Live Oak Ave.
Glendora
Cost: $20 per person
We will be visiting this monumental folk architecture
site that is owned and operated by the Glendora Historical Society. The visit will be docent-led.

Directions:
The distance to the castle is about 13 miles and will
take about 25 minutes, depending on traffic. Take the
210 Fwy east to Grand Avenue, then north to Sierra
Madre Avenue, turn right and continue to N. Live Oak
Avenue and turn left. The address is:
Rubel Castle
844 N. Live Oak Avenue, Glendora
There is an admission fee of $20 per person, with
the proceeds benefiting the Glendora Historical Society which owns and operates the facility.
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The MOHPG board met in person on Sunday, July 10, at 10 am. Nine of the eleven board members
were present. The minutes from the May meeting
were approved as submitted by Martha Rund (There
was no June meeting).
The current membership total stands at 189
households. MOHPG made an offer of two free walking tour tickets for new members during May on our
Facebook page, and there was only one new member as a result - Kevin McCune.
Michael Kaplan emailed the financials to board
members prior to the meeting. As the checking account at Chase Bank is fairly large, it was proposed
that the board consider placing some of the money
into a CD account.

The May visit to the Lanterman House in La Crescenta had 23 people in attendance. Craig Jimenez
and Sheri Bermejo from the city made a presentation
on ADUs on June 23 at the home of Kathy Carter.
The next program will be on September 24 when
MOHPG visits the Rubel Castle in Glendora. Depending on the response, we may consider opening
that visit to the public (via Facebook). The cost will
be $20 per person and up to 25 people may attend
the docent-led tour. Lee Schamadan will be looking
into getting MOHPG members to see the interior of
Steve Baker’s two Victorians on Ivy Avenue prior to
the beginning of the restoration process by the new
owners.
Plans are for MOHPG to resume in-person touring
for the 2023 Historic Homes Tour scheduled for May
7. One issue to be resolved is how ticket sales will be
handled and by whom.
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MOHPG will have a booth at the MAFA Art Show
which will be a one-day affair on October 1. (The art
show was cancelled during COVID). At the historic
walking tour on May 7, there were 6 people in attendance, the July 2 tour had 9 people show up, and a
special tour held through the City of Monrovia had 8
attend. A discussion on membership brainstorming
that had been scheduled for today was postponed
until the September board meeting.
The board will be considering a way to honor Steve Baker at the next board meeting. There is currently a group of non profits that Steve was involved with
meeting monthly to also come up with ideas to do
that. Another set of Batchelder fireplace tile pictures
was added to the MOHPG website. There are now
32 Monrovia homes showcased in the Batchelder
Tile section of our website. We will continue adding
pictures to this collection whenever possible. It was
mentioned that there will be a blood drive in July,

sponsored by the Swierczynski family in honor of
their daughter.
Inquiries since the last board meeting that came
in through our website:
A question about the style of a 1923 home; the new
owner at 423 E. Foothill Blvd wanted some information about obtaining a Mills Act contract; a researcher was seeking information on the property
where Sierra Subaru of Monrovia is currently located;
a home buyer from out of the area was seeking funding to purchase a home in town.
There will be no board meeting in August as
MOHPG is dark that month. The next board meeting
will be September 11 (delayed one weekend due to
Labor Day). Members are welcome to attend any
board meeting. They usually last 1 1/2 to 2 hours.
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(con’t from page 1)
the history of women in Monrovia’s civic life, was the
opening display in a new designated space for temporary exhibits.
When the rise of COVID-19 forced the Museum to
close in March 2020, the Board took advantage of
the shutdown to conduct some large-scale updates.
The Monrovia Time-Line was updated to 2020. Old,
failing light fixtures were replaced with energy-saving
LEDs. Display cases were repainted and refurbished
to create new exhibit opportunities. “Museum Musings” were added throughout for greater depth of storytelling. A COVID-relief grant of $5,000 paid for a
complete repainting of the West Wing. And despite a
20-month closure, the Monrovia Historical Museum
was named Favorite Museum in the Beacon Media
News/HeySoCal 2021 Reader's Choice Awards!
During this time, the Collections Management
team, now led by the indefatigable Pam Barkas, reviewed, renumbered and re-catalogued thousands of
artifacts, with the aim of making our collections available to the public via an online search portal. Monrovia High School yearbooks dating from 1910 and local newspapers dating to 1907 should go online
sometime in the Summer of 2022.

WHAT’S NEW, WHAT’S NEXT?
Design and development work continues as part
of the Museum’s mission, spearheaded by Board
President Franci Bolen and Vice President Mark Harvis. School groups of third graders are making tour
appointments again. The recent “Treasures from the
Collection” yard sale generated a much-needed infusion of cash to the bank account. The Board requested Measure K funds for some necessary exterior improvements. And exhibit refreshes continue.
Military exhibit: While the majority of our military
exhibit consists of World War II memorabilia, some
World War I artifacts found their way from the collection to the West Wing, beautifully reimagined by
Board Member Vicky Hansen. Still to come are additional stories of the broader community in war time.
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Telephone exhibit: The vintage phone exhibit
had not been upgraded since it was first installed
around 1990.
With little information about the
phones’ dates of manufacture, styles or years of use,
the display was quite static. With the arrival of new
Board Member Erin Starr, the phones were cleaned,
photographed and identified. A local telephone history enthusiast even helped make some phones ring
using their original ringers, so guests can “Dial a Different Decade.”
Monrovia High School exhibit: A completely
reimagined display celebrates Monrovia High School,
its historic building, and the many notable “firsts”
among its graduates.
Art Gallery: The Museum frequently receives
framed items, but until recently there was no place to
display them within the context of existing exhibits.
By rearranging some displays, the Exhibit Committee
created a gallery wall in the West Wing. This new
gallery allows for easy updates and the ability to create displays around a variety of themes. The inaugural exhibit features the Santa Fe Depot through
works by five different artists in five different mediums.

Monrovia’s Diversity: In conjunction with the
Monrovia ChangeMakers, the Museum is developing
a new permanent exhibit illustrating the history of diversity and inclusion in Monrovia. The Plunge owns
part of this bitter history, restricting Black and brown
kids to only one or two swim days per week until
1950. What better place to tell this story, and many
other stories from the past and the present, than in
this space. Sarah Farmer Earll leads the effort for
this new exhibit.
As always, the Monrovia Historical Museum relies
on donations from the public – of artifacts that help
illustrate Monrovia’s past; of money that provides the
tools needed to restore, conserve and archive items
in the collections; and the time and talents that bring
these stories to life. Volunteers and board members
are always welcome to join in leading the Museum
into its next 30 years. Visit the Museum’s Facebook
(con’t on page 6)
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page and website to see how you can contribute.
www.monroviahistoricalmuseum.org
========
ABOUT THE MUSEUM
The Monrovia Historical Museum occupies the
building that once housed the city's Municipal Swimming Pool, known as the "Plunge." The former
dressing rooms now comprise its two exhibit wings,

covering more than 8000 square feet. The Museum
is operated by the Monrovia Historical Museum
Foundation, Inc., a non-profit charitable organization.
The Historic Monrovia Wing (east wing) introduces the Monroe Family and the town they helped establish, including the famous Pottenger Sanatorium
and the Pacific Electric Red Car. Exhibits here depict life in Monrovia in the early 1900s, including
faithful reconstructions of a turn-of-the-century kitchen and parlor, a 1907 classroom tribute to Monrovia's
early grade schools, and an interactive police department
exhibit.
The Historic Collections Wing (west wing) includes a Natural History section showcasing unusual
creatures and oddities seldom seen in public displays. This wing also includes our special collections
of vintage telephones and cameras, an exhibit dedicated to Monrovia's service men and women, and
much more.

A portion of the redesigned military exhibit in the east wing.




Hal Leavens
Jim Wigton
Oliver & Bobbie Chi
Darrell Brooke
John & Megan Ferrell
Gene & Nell Elerding
Melton Workroom
Alexander Beebee

This picture from circa1955 shows the popularity of the
swimming pool that was once behind today’s museum.

Martha Rund
Chris & Becky Shevlin
John & Penny Zuk
Duane & Meredith Swierczynski
Eliot Bean & Edna Teller
Rich Andrews
For information on how YOU can become a member at the
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org
and look under Membership.
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The Historic Preservation Commission held an inperson meeting on Wednesday, July 27, at City Hall.
Six of the seven commissioners were present. New
member Tracy Rekart was sworn in (She replaced
outgoing member Sergio Jimenez). As part of its annual reorganization, Penny Zuk was approved to be
the new Chair and Marianne Lee the new Vice-Chair.
The minutes from May 25 were approved. There
were three items on the agenda.
Determination of Historic Significance for the
home located at 607 E. Lemon Avenue. The home
was built in 1913 but had been extensively remodeled over time and had little architectural significance

As everyone is now aware, one of MOHPG’s original members, Steve Baker, passed away last April
4, 2022, inflicting a loss upon the city and its residents that hasn’t been seen in a very long time.
Not only was Steve the Monrovia city historian
and elected city treasurer, he served at one time or
another on virtually every non-profit and service organization in town. Just over a month after this loss,
Sandy Burud, who was one of the two people Steve
worked with on the Monrovia Legacy Project (Louise
Robertson was the other), had already managed to
schedule a gathering of representatives from many
of those organizations. The goal - brainstorm ideas
on the best way to honor Steve’s contributions to the
city where he had lived for most of his 80 years.
There have been a total of four meetings held
since the first one on May 24, and the suggestions
presented at those meetings have been varied and
numerous. But one essential ingredient that everyone agreed upon from the outset was that any proposal to honor Steve should be something that lasts
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left. There was some discussion about whether the
original siding was still present under the aluminum
siding currently in place. The commissioners voted to
assign a status code of 6Z (allowing demolition)
by a vote of 4-2.
Determination of Historic Significance for the
home located at 248 E. Cypress Avenue. The home
was built in 1940 and was moved to this location
from Los Angeles in 1957. It is a minimal traditional
home of 832 square feet. The commission voted 6-0
to assign a status code of 6Z.
Appointment of Aztec Subcommittee Member
Edie Ramirez was appointed by the commissioners
to replace Sergio Jimenez on this committee of three
people which meets with the owner of the Aztec Hotel on Foothill Boulevard whenever necessary.

for a very long time. A statue of Steve in his trademark top hat and tails? A bench with a plaque?
These were just a few of the ideas floated at the first
meeting.
Monrovia Historical Society member Brad
Haugaard took it upon himself to develop an idea
that looks promising. While the final product could be
months away from a debut, the essential idea is to
create an app that would allow residents and visitors
to use a map which would provide historical information about various aspects of the town’s history.
Want to know the history of a particular vintage home
in Monrovia? Curious about the granite block that sits
at the SW corner of Palm and Myrtle Avenues? The
app would make it easy to locate that information on
either a smart phone or computer and might include
text, photos, and even possibly a video.
While this project would be a product of all of the
organizations Steve was a part of, individual groups
would still have the option to undertake their own
project as a way to honor Steve.
It is not expected for the app to be ready for a
couple of months as certain logistical matters (such
as finding an administrator and securing a domain
name) are completed. But this proposal has the potential to make Monrovia’s history easily accessible
while at the same time providing an appropriate vehicle to secure Steve’s legacy.
It’s a win for everyone.
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Labor Day
Historic Walking Tour of Monrovia, 10 am. Cost $5 pp.
Meet at the SE corner of Palm and Myrtle Avenues.
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am
Autumn begins
MOHPG travels to Rubel Castle in Glendora, 10am
Cost is $20 pp. See page 3 for details.
Historic Walking Tour of Monrovia, 10 am. Cost $5 pp.
Meet at the SE corner of Palm and Myrtle Avenues.
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am
Halloween
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