the gains made since vaccinations first became
available in January-February of this year. The situaIf you are like the rest of us, the reopening of the tion is compounded by a widespread resistance to
state of California to indoor activities on June 15 getting vaccinated, keeping the total of vaccinated
forecast the possible return to some semblance of individuals below what is needed for “herd immuninormalcy after sixteen months of uncertainty and dis- ty” (For the population as a whole to have an immunruption in our daily lives. After long months of being ity against infection, it is commonly stated that at
cut off from family and friends and burdened by the least 70% would need to be inoculated, and currently
menace of what might be wrought by the coronavirus we are just over 50% of the U.S. population having
pandemic, spirits soared with the prospect of at long been immunized against COVID-19).
last being able to shake hands, hug friends, and genHealth experts concur that it is highly unlikely that
erally return to the activities that unite and bond us. we will return to a situation where the number of inThe security blanket of highly effective vaccinations fections would reach the levels we saw last Novempromised a lessening of the anxiety of being around ber-January. The wild card in all of this calculation is
other people and gave us hope for a return to a more the lack of data indicating how long a vaccinated innormal future.
dividual retains their immunity. Already we have seen
But almost as quickly as this turnaround began, that there have been cases where previously vacthings started to go south once again. A highly trans- cinated people have become infected, although the
missible form of the virus, dubbed the Delta variant, severity of the infection has proved to be far less and
began a resurgence of
seldom becomes lifeinfections and saw a rise
threatening or requires
in the number of conhospitalization.
firmed cases nationwide
For now we must
to levels not seen since
learn to adapt to this new
early 2021. (For a telling
reality of life. Few are
visual illustration of that
optimistic that the situarise, turn to page 6 of
tion will ease anytime
this newsletter to see a
soon, and most would
line graph of the number
agree that mask-wearing
of cases of COVID-19 in
and social distancing are
Monrovia since the first
likely to remain with us
case was recorded here
for the foreseeable fuon March 24, 2020.)
ture. MOHPG plans for
Here we are once
renewed programs may
again faced with mandatsuccumb to the realities
ed mask wearing and Empty streets (and almost empty freeways) promised to be of this resurgence and
limited indoor opportuni- a thing of the past as commuters return to work and traffic
will require patience and
ties that threaten to undo congestion resumes to pre-pandemic levels.
understanding from all.
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In 2020 we should have celebrated our 40th year of
existence as an organization dedicated to preserving
the town’s architectural heritage. Unfortunately, our
celebration was pre-empted by the coronavirus pandemic and the severe scaling back of our normal activities and meetings.
But all is not lost. The board has decided to hold a
delayed celebration to mark this historic occasion. We
will be holding an outdoor gathering behind the Monrovia Historical Museum on Sunday evening, October 17, 2021, starting at 6 :00 pm.
Details are still being finalized, and complete information will be included in the October newsletter. We
hope that anyone who has ever belonged to MOHPG
will be able to join us for this festive evening to celebrate our many accomplishments over the past 40
years and reminisce with those who were a part of the
process.
Should changes be necessitated by the status of
the pandemic, we will be sure to notify members by
email ahead of time.
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The MOHPG Board of Directors meets the first Sunday of each month except August at 10 a.m. All members are welcome to attend. Contact Jim Wigton or any
board member for meeting location.
MOHPG is a 501(c)(3) non-profit California corporation. Donations and membership dues may be tax deductible; consult your tax adviser.
■ ■ ■
Staff
Jim Wigton
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NEWSLETTER

The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
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With restrictions easing as a result of increased
vaccinations, MOHPG resumed walking tours of historic downtown Monrovia in June. To date three tours
have been held - June 19, July 17, and August 21,
with a total of 18 people joining the tour.
To date a total of 148 people have participated in
the tour which usually takes place once a month
throughout the year (The first tour was held on May
16, 2015). The tour lasts about two hours and costs $5
per person. We walk from Palm to Olive along Myrtle
Avenue and back again. Those who join us learn
about the history of Monrovia from the day it was
founded (May 17, 1886) up to and including the present day.
If you haven’t yet had the opportunity to join us, notice is placed on our website ahead of time as well as
on our Facebook page and on Next Door, as well as
sometimes in the City Manager’s Report.

www.mohpg.org
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Alan and Claudia Heller, who long time members
of the group may recall presented a program to
MOHPG on Route 66 back in September of 2012,
will make a return appearance on Friday, September
17, at 6 pm, in the Community Room of the Monrovia Public Library. This time around they will be
identifying some of the more memorable Curiosities
of the California Desert: Offbeat & Forgotten Attractions, which also just happens to be the title of their
latest book.
In Alan’s own words,
“The adventures will evoke memories to those
who explore, but to those less traveled who think
the desert is nothing but a vast sandy land covered with rattlers, it may open up treasures just
waiting to be experienced .”
The Hellers have spent time over the past 50
years exploring and photographing these areas—
Salvation Mountain, Cerro Gordo, the Integratron and
Alan and Claudia Heller
Giant Rock, Willie Boys Grave and Devils Hole, just a
few of the unique areas that offer adventure right
The couple has also authored two others books here in the state of California. In 1972, Alan joined a
Life
on Route 66 and Duarte Chronicles. To obtain
team of rangers on a scuba expedition in Devil’s Hole
material
for the Route 66 book, the couple spent two
to photograph the endangered Devil’s Hole Pupmonths
in
2010 traveling the route from California to
fish. His talk will take us into the crystal clear 92Chicago
in
an eighteen-foot trailer, writing a series of
degree cavern to meet these playful fish and explain
articles
for
the
San Gabriel Valley Newspaper Group.
their endangered existence.
They
published
Life on Route 66 in June 2012.
The couple has been married for 58 years and
MOHPG
has
decided to open this presentation to
have lived next door in Duarte for the past 40 years.
the
public,
so
any
and all are encouraged to join us
Alan holds a degree in biology and Claudia a degree
for
this
informative
talk. It is not necessary to RSVP.
in journalism. Alan is immediate past president of
Refreshments
will
be
provided.
DCTV, Duarte’s public access channel, a member of
the Los Angeles Corral of the Westerners and a disreputable member of E Clampus Vitus.
Claudia is
president of the Duarte Historical Society & Museum
and a member of The Westerners and the Duarte
Woman’s Club. She also is a columnist for the Pasa- WHEN: Friday, September 17, 2021
dena Star News “Weekly Star.”
TIME: 6:00 pm
LOCATION: Community Room, Monrovia Public
Library





A special presentation on Curiosities of the California
Desert: Offbeat & Forgotten Attractions will be covered by authors Alan and Claudia Heller.
The public is invited to attend this program. Refreshments will be provided. There is no cost to attend.
Set aside the date and be prepared to learn more
about the off beat places to visit in California.
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MOHPG took its first step in the post-COVID 19
world by traveling outside Monrovia for its June program. Program Chair Lee Schamadan arranged for
MOHPG members to get a docent-led tour of the
special Judson Studio exhibit at Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Glendale on Saturday, June 26.
Fifteen members were present for the tour which
was led by the museum curator, James Fishburne.
The tour lasted about an hour as we were treated to
a sampling of the type of work done by the studio
since it first opened in 1897. One of the more unusual pieces was a portrait of Kobe Bryant (right) done
four years before his death, using the fused glass
technique. It was but a short walk to the Hall of the
Crucifixion to view The Crucifixion painting by Jan
Styka (The hall was built expressly to display the 195
foot long by 45 foot high painting).
Afterwards, several in the group visited the Great
Mausoleum to view the stained glass re-creation of
Leonardo Da Vinci’s Last Supper.
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The MOHPG board met for only the second time
in person since the beginning of the pandemic in a
gathering that was held outside. Eight of the twelve
board members were present. Minutes from the June
meeting were approved as submitted by secretary
Martha Rund.
Chair Kristen Norton reported that MOHPG membership currently stands at 204 households, having
added Duane and Meredith Swierczynski since the
last meeting. In addition Barbara Simundza, who had
previously been a member for many years, renewed
her membership in June.
No financial reports were issued for the meeting
as there had been virtually no financial activity since
the last meeting. One item of note: MOHPG presently has three CD accounts with a financial company,
and they are projected to earn $710.75 for the current year, rates being much better than what is currently offered by banks.

speaking on the topic, Curiosities of the California
Desert: Offbeat & Forgotten Attractions. This program will be open to the public. Plans are under way
to hold at 40th-year celebration (postponed from
2020) at the Monrovia Historical Museum at 6 pm on
Sunday, October 17. We also hope to have a holiday
party gathering in December, and further details will
be forthcoming in a future newsletter as soon as they
have been finalized.
Tour Chair Janie Gallandat announced that she
will be resigning from her position, effective immediately. Board members thanked her for her work over
the past three years. The board will begin looking for
a replacement as plans for the 2021 tour will be started this December.
None.

Although Lee Schamadan was unable to attend,
he has been busy lining up programs for the coming
months. On September 17, at 6 pm in the Community Room of the library, Alan & Claudia Heller will be





Liberace Foundation for the Performing
And Creative Arts
Nancy McGrain
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Darrell Brooke
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For information on how YOU can become a member at the
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org
and look under Membership.
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A historic walking tour of downtown Monrovia was
held on June 19 with five people in attendance (To
date 134 people have taken the tour). The next tour
is set take place on July 17 at 10 am. A video covering the history of the Box Clock is under development
and should be completed soon, after which it will be
posted on our website.
Inquiries that were received through our website
included: someone wanting to know if the virtual tour
was still viewable (no); the owner of 914 W. Hillcrest
provided access for his two Batchelder fireplaces to
be photographed; two board members will be visiting
the new owner of 302 Wildrose and providing information about a Mills Act contract (The house is part
of the Wild Rose Historic District).
The next meeting dates of the board will be August 29 and October 10. Members are welcome to
attend.
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Board positions for MOHPG open up periodically,
and for the most part it is usually difficult to find applicants to fill a vacant position. The demands of day-to
-day life often preclude the desire to join the board
and help make decisions for the MOHPG membership.
When a position does open up, we usually post
notice in the newsletter or send out an email to members. Almost universally, there is little to no response. A position usually ends up being filled as a
result of a board member approaching a person of
interest and attempting to convince them that they
have an opportunity to help steer the direction of the
board.
Even these attempts may not prove successful,
Page 6

so open positions may remain so for some time. The
board currently has twelve voting positions, so the
loss of one member does not hamper board operation. But over time we have found that the number
twelve is not too large and not too small and provides
the opportunity for varied and diverse opinions and
viewpoints among the board members.
It is likely that there are some of you who may
have at one time or another considered becoming a
board member. If you remain so inclined, please contact one of the current board members (See the list
of page 2 of this newsletter). Any board member can
answer your questions about the functioning of the
board, the frequency of meetings, and other details
that would provide you with the information you
need. Knowing of an interested party in advance of
an opening would make it easier to fill a position.
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MOHPG resumed its support of the annual summer music concerts in Library Park as it partnered
with the SGV Water District to co-sponsor one of the
music concerts. The concert we sponsored was the
Sunday evening, August 1, concert that featured the
jazz and blues musical group, Boxcar 7.
The summer heat and humidity, not to mention
the recently enacted tightening of COVID-19 protocols, did little to diminish the crowd or dampen their
enthusiasm. The grassy area around the band shell
was populated by couples and families who had
brought their chairs and blankets to relax for an
evening of outdoor entertainment.
MOHPG has elected to support the summer music concert series for many years as a way to thank
the Monrovia residents which have been so receptive
to our mission of preserving the architectural heritage MOHPG board member Martha Rund (right) accepts the
of the community, and our goal is to hopefully contin- certificate that recognizes our role in supporting one of the
summer music concerts.
ue this support into the future.

Renewal notices for members whose membership
is set to expire at the end of this year will be sent out
sometime in October. This will allow folks an opportunity to renew before the onset of the coming holiday season.
You may recall that the coronavirus pandemic
prompted the MOHPG Board last year to automatically renew every current membership for one year
as the organization was, for all practical purposes,
dormant for most of 2020. Although things haven’t
fully recovered and current statewide restrictions still
are influencing what we are able and not able to do,
MOHPG is slowly moving towards resuming its normal activities.
A program was held in June to view a special exhibit of Judson Studios stained glass at Forest Lawn
Mortuary in Glendale. A September 17 program is
set for the Community Room in the Monrovia Library
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(see page 3 for complete details), and this event is
also open free to the public. Other events for the remainder of the year will be scheduled, circumstances
permitting.
Membership Chair Kirsten Norton will be mailing
out renewal notices in October as has our policy for
the last couple of years. This way members can insure their continued membership before being
caught up in the hassles and myriad activities of the
holiday season.
We hope you will take advantage and renew early. It is surprising how many people let their membership lapse after thinking they will send in their renewal later. They are often amazed to find that they have
not been members for one or more years, simply because they failed to renew when the opportunity presented itself.
This would be a good opportunity to remind members that the best option is to renew for five years,
because by doing so they will get one year free. This
is advantageous to MOHPG as it reduces the number of yearly “notices to renew”, but it is also a bonus
to members as they are able to save money in the
process.
A strong member base has always been advantageous to MOHPG as it gives us a persuasive voice in
helping to shape city policies with regard to preservation. For over 40 years MOHPG has been THE voice
of preservation in the community and as such has
helped save several historic buildings as well as participate in and influence the creation and revision of
the town’s preservation ordinance. Those accomplishments have been as a direct result of members
whose passion for preservation has been instrumental in helping to make Monrovia a town where preservation thrives.
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August
September

October
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29

Sun

MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am (This is the September
meeting held early due to Labor Day)

6
15
17

Mon
Wed
Fri

22

Wed

Labor Day
Hispanic Heritage Month begins
MOHPG program by Alan & Claudia Heller; see page 3
for details
Autumn Begins

10
17

Sun
Sun

MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am
MOHPG celebrates its 40th year (one year late)
Monrovia Historical Museum, 6 pm. Complete details will be
provided in the October newsletter on page 3.
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