by Susie Ling
Those of us who graduate from high school usually do so accompanied by our peers, fellow classmates with whom we have spent years together attending classes. But this year’s graduating class of
Monrovia High School had a special graduate: Vivien
Fisher finally received her high school diploma at the
ripe young age of 98. She should have graduated in
1938 but got sidetracked taking care of the family
and with the demands of life in general. An interesting aside to the uniqueness of the occasion was that
Vivien graduated along side her great-great grandson, Elijah Vance.
Vivien’s connection to Monrovia history is just as
interesting. Her father, Julian Fisher, was the 2nd
African American to graduate from Monrovia High, Two noteworthy graduates of the Monrovia High School
and he went on to become Monrovia’s first African class of 2020 were Vivien Fisher, 98 years young, and her
American police officer. Julian was the son of John I. great-great grandson Elijah Vance.
W. Fisher who was Elias Jackson “Lucky” Baldwin’s
It was in July of 1893 that Monrovians voted
favorite farrier.
Satoru Tsuneishi, a Japanese immigrant, graduat- whether or not to establish a high school for their
ed from Monrovia High near the same time as Julian growing community. There were 75 “yes” votes and 1
Fisher. Satoru’s son Paul said in an earlier interview, against. Within two months, the school was opened
“[Dad] wanted to start school to go into the ministry. with 27 students in the two rooms on the second
The principal allowed him to enter the high school floor of the Orange Avenue (now Colorado Blvd) Ele[although he was in his mid-20s] and he is the first mentary School, located near Mayflower. In the sumJapanese American to have graduated there. In the mer of 1895, Monrovia proudly graduated its first two
late 1980s, he was the oldest living graduate of students from high school – and both went on to colM.A.D. High School and was honored at the annual lege. In 1903 the high school moved to the site
Monrovia Day Parade. That day, I took a picture of where Clifton Middle School on Ivy Avenue is located
my dad and the Homecoming Queen of 1914. She today.
Although Duarte and Arcadia students were also
was a very attractive woman even in her eighties.”
Several of Satoru’s children also graduated from attending Monrovia High School by 1920, it wasn’t
(con’t on page 6)
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by Jim Wigton

The City Council approved MOHPG board member
Edie Ramirez to fill the vacancy on the Historic Preservation Commission created by the death of MOHPG
co-founder Bruce Carter. The City Council also reappointed Sergio Jimenez and Dan Ryan as their
terms had expired. Edie will begin her service with the
July HPC meeting.
Congratulations to Edie, Sergio, and Dan!
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We are pleased to report that the Anderson House
Museum, 215 E. Lime Avenue, now has a new roof
and a new paint job on the street-facing side of the
house! You may recall that the Monrovia Historical Society held a campaign last year to raise enough money
to replace the badly deteriorated roof. MOHPG
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stepped in and pledged $5000 to help make that possible. Many donors in the community also contributed
to the cause and enough money was raised for a new
roof. Work was completed in July, and the front of the
house was re-painted to complete the new look.
Work still remains to be done on the interior as well
as the foundation. But this 1886 Victorian gem looks to
extend its life for many years to come.
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On July 21, 2020, at a virtual meeting of the Monrovia City Council, the Council approved the city’s
newest two landmarks, #154 and 155. This action
followed the recommendation by the Historic Preservation Commission, made on June 24, 2020, that

both homes be given landmark status with a Mills Act
contract.
These two landmarks are the 9th and 10th such
designations to be made in the last 2½ years, a positive indication that homeowners are continuing to
seek to protect their homes against possible demolition, thereby helping to maintain the character of our
vintage neighborhoods.

234 W. Greystone Avenue
1922 American Colonial Revival
HL # 154

408 E. Colorado Boulevard
1906 Craftsman Bungalow
HL # 155

The Historic Preservation Commission met via
teleconference for the second time this year on
Wednesday, July 29. All seven of the commissioners
were present, including the latest addition, Edie
Ramirez, who had just been appointed by the City
Council to replace Bruce Carter who died last year.
Minutes from the June 24 meeting were approved.
There were three items on the evening’s agenda.
Certificate of Appropriateness for 143 North Lincoln Place. The owners of this 1925 Tudor Revival
sought to replace the modern porch lanterns with period appropriate ones, replace the modern vinyl garage door with carriage house steel doors, and replace the aluminum screen windows with wood
screens. There was little discussion as the changes
were all appropriate to the style/year of the house.
Approved 7-0.
Certificate of Appropriateness for 231 North Primrose Avenue. This 1914 Mediterranean Craftsman
was Monrovia’s first landmark (1996). The owners
propose demolishing and existing two-car garage in
very poor condition with a new, detached three-car
garage that is styled to include elements of the main
house (e.g., red tile roof and roof supports). An existing pool will be removed so that the new garage will
be closer to the street.
Special Review of a proposal for 141 North Magnolia Avenue. Although this house, a 1912 Craftsman
Bungalow, is not currently landmarked, the owners
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are contemplating landmarking the home in the future. They want to make modifications to an existing,
non-conforming deck at the rear of the house so that
the new deck will not impact the decision of whether
or not to allow the house to be landmarked.
Rough plans were submitted to the commissioners and there was a discussion about various aspects of the proposal. Because the home is not landmarked, the recommendations by the commissioners
are not binding and therefore no vote is taken.
The Community Development Director, Craig
Jimenez, presented information on new rules enacted by the state that may have an impact on how
commission meetings are conducted. For example,
one change has to do with how commissioners go
about recusing themselves from participating in decisions about which they may have a conflict of interest.
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The idea of identifying our “First Houses” was
sparked when the Monrovia Historical Society’s Legacy Project Co-Director Sandy Burud unearthed a
transcript by former City Historian Myron Hotchkiss of
a December 31, 1887 article in the Monrovia Planet
newspaper. Every home built that year was listed
with the owner’s name and its cost (which ranged
from $250 to the princely sum of $12,000). It struck
her that this information had exciting possibilities, but
what to do with it? With no street numbers to help
identify the houses (Monrovia homes did not acquire
house numbers until 1904), the homes’ addresses,
and thus their current locations, were still a mystery,
but it was a place to start. Since current City Historian Steve Baker can interpret old tax records, he figured out which of the homes still existed and what
their current addresses were. Sandy and Steve were
able to determine that 67 of the homes still existed,
and they coined the term “Monrovia’s First Houses”
to identify them.

To broaden the circle about what to do with this
information, a MOHPG program was scheduled for
June 25, 2017 at The Oaks , one of Monrovia’s First
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The MOHPG Board selected the above design for the
brass plaques. There was one plaque ordered for 1884,
two for 1885, and one for 1886 with the remaining plaques
(40) dated 1887.

Houses and the second oldest home in town. A video of new photographs of the homes taken by Dave
Baker was shown, and the attendees were asked for
their ideas for sharing this information. Legacy Project Co-Director Louise Robertson suggested that a
future MOHPG tour could focus on these homes. Judy Gableman proposed turning the video into a book,
which was done in short order. The book was called
Monrovia’s First Houses, and it sold out quickly.
However, a digital copy of the book can still be read
online at
www.monroviahistoricalsociety.org/activities.
Another idea generated at the meeting was to
place a brass plaque on each of these special
homes, recognizing their status as one of the “First
Houses.“ The MOHPG Board of Directors agreed to
appropriate the funds needed.
MOHPG board member Gloria Crudgington and
her husband Cleve volunteered to purchase sufficient
copies of the book to give each homeowner one for
free.
The next step was to order a sample plaque that
could be shown to the homeowners. Monrovia Historical Society member Norm Haley was able to put
MOHPG in touch with a source that could produce
the plaques more economically that two other bids.
The sample plaque ended up costing $235.33. When
the remaining plaques were ordered, the cost was
$6655.75, an average cost of just $154.78.
Once the sample plaque was received, it was
then necessary to reach out to the current owners of
the 67 identified “first houses.” That process occurred
in the fall of 2018 and took just over three months to
(con’t on page 5)
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(con’t from page 4)
to complete (many of the homes were rentals, making owner contact much more difficult), and in the
end consent forms were received from 44 of the 67
owners.
Installation of the plaques began in October 2018,
and it took approximately three months to complete.
Homeowners were asked to contribute $60 to help
offset the cost of the plaques and just over half did
so, bringing in $1515. Even so, the board felt that the
benefit to the community made this expense completely warranted.
The board acted on the suggestion made by

The chart below indicates the total number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 that have been reported in
Monrovia since the first two were confirmed on
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Louise Robertson at the June 25 MOHPG program
by designating the 2019 home tour a “first houses”
tour. That tour featured six homes built before 1888
and the Anderson House, and it included Monrovia’s
oldest home, the C.O. Monroe house built in 1884.
That tour was one of the most popular of the last
decade, partially because all the homes were fine
examples of Monrovia’s Victorian homes.
So if you find yourself out for a morning or afternoon stroll and see one of these plaques on a house,
know that it is one of only 67 homes built before the
end of 1887 that survives (168 were built).

March 25. It is easy to see that while there was some
leveling off of the curve in June, the trend for cases
has been decidedly increasing steadily. Only when
the line starts to level off for a period of time will we
see any return to a semblance of normality.
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(con’t from page 1)
until 1927 that it became known as Monrovia-Arcadia
-Duarte (MAD) High School. That name continued to
be used when the high school moved to its new location in 1929. Los Angeles architect John Austin designed the Spanish Colonial Revival-style building
amongst orange groves and open spaces. Some of
the California oaks still remain on the school’s front
lawn. John Austin also designed Los Angeles City
Hall and the Shrine Auditorium around that time.
1929 was also when “Wildcat” became one word.
When it was first published in 1921, the school news(con’t on page 7)
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Monrovia High School students, circa 1913. Julian Fisher
is situated fourth from the left in the top row and Satoru
Page 6

Tsuneishi is the first on the left in the second row from the
top.
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(con’t from page 6)

Paper was called the Wild Cat. There were 736 students at Monrovia High at that time. Arcadia became
a charter city in 1951, and opened their own high
school in 1952. Duarte High was established in 1958.
In 2020, about 58% of the 1600 students are of
Latinx background with 25% white, 10% African
American, and 6% Asian American. About 300 seniors graduate from Monrovia High each year (with a
graduation rate of 94%). The Wildcats are known for
sports, a strong Math and Science Academy
(MASA), Humanities Academy, visual and performing
arts, and coding and robotics, amongst other programs. Needless to say, there are many families with
several generations of graduates from Monrovia High
as the school approaches its 130th anniversary.

The Historic Preservation Commission held its
first meeting since February via video conferencing,
due to the current coronavirus pandemic. Five of the
six commissioners were present. The minutes from
February 26 were approved.
to the property located at 234 W.
Greystone Avenue. The house was built in 1922 and
is the first house on the landmark list in the American
Colonial Revival style. The house met two of the seven criteria (only one is needed): Criteria #2 - It is representative of the work of a notable builder, designer,
or architect; and Criteria #4 - It embodies one or
more distinctive characteristics of style, type, period,
design, materials, detail, or craftsmanship. Among
the conditions placed on the house as part of the
Mills Act contract is that the owners replace the front
porch supports with columns appropriate to the period. Approved 5-0.
on the house located at 408 E.
Colorado Boulevard. The house is a 1906 Craftsman
bungalow, and it meets Criteria #4. Since the owners
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were also applying for a Mills Act contract, several
additional requirements were added. One item generating some discussion concerned the chained-link
fencing in the front of the house. The fencing will be
covered by plant material and the gate replaced with
something more appropriate. Approved 4-0 with one
recusal.
for 634 W. Olive Avenue and 610 W. Walnut Avenue. The properties contain five residential
buildings built in 1947 and 1965 which are proposed
for demolition. Staff determined that the properties
do not have architectural or known historic value that
meets the criteria for local landmark status and are
not contributors to a potential historic district. Approved by a voice vote to assign a status code of
6Z which would allow demolition to take place.
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Address Correction Requested

September
7
12
22

Mon
Sat
Tues

Labor Day
4th Annual Earthquake Workshop
This event has been cancelled due to the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic.
Autumn begins

October
No events have been scheduled for this month.
November
1
11
26
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Sun
Wed
Thurs

Daylight savings time ends
Veterans Day
Thanksgiving Day
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