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by Jim Wigton

MOHPG was notified in late June by Linda Leigh
Long, owner of Idlewild, that her stepfather, David Williams had just passed away. David served as a docent
for many years and his artist talents live on in the
backyard metal gate sculpture he created for Idlewild.

Newsletter - September 2019
Volume 27 Number 8
Published monthly by the
Monrovia Historic Preservation Group
P.O. Box 734
Monrovia, CA 91017
MISSION
The Monrovia Historic Preservation Group (MOHPG)
seeks to preserve Monrovia’s architectural heritage
through advocacy and actions that promote historic
preservation.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Jim Wigton

Vice-President
Hal Leavens

Secretary
Martha Rund

Treasurer
Alan Morse

Membership
Helen Falco

Members-At-Large
Gloria Crudgington

Programs
Lee Schamadan

Edie Ramirez

David Williams (straw hat) serving as a docent in 2015.

Rich Andrews

Tour Chair
Janie Gallandat

Michael Kaplan

Historian
Steve Baker
■ ■ ■
NON-BOARD POSITIONS
Legal Adviser
Darrell Brooke

Emails
John Zuk

The MOHPG Board of Directors meets the first Sunday of each month except August at 10 a.m. All members are welcome to attend. Contact Jim Wigton or any
board member for meeting location.
MOHPG is a 501(c)(3) non-profit California corporation. Donations and membership dues may be tax deductible; consult your tax adviser.
■ ■ ■
Staff
Jim Wigton
Susie Ling

NEWSLETTER

The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
Page 2

City Manager Oliver Chi is set to depart his position
in Monrovia October 1 to accept the same position in
Huntington Beach. He came to Monrovia in 2014 and
has served as city manager for the past five years.
During that time he has been especially supportive of
MOHPG and its preservation efforts, and his leadership will be missed.
Oliver plans to work
with the City Council
over the next two
months as they search
for a replacement. While
his loss will be keenly
felt, we wish him the
best as he moves forward to accept this new
challenge in his career.
God speed, Oliver!
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For the third year in a row, the Monrovia Historic
Preservation Group will partner with the Monrovia
Fire Department to host another earthquake workshop. The event will be held on Saturday, September
14, 2019, from 11 am until 2 pm in the Community
Room of the Monrovia Public Library. RSVPs are required as seating is limited. A reservation can be
placed
by
going
the
MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org.
Most expects have predicted that a high magnitude earthquake is long overdue for this region, but
people generally procrastinate making plans for the Planning for the care of pets is one area often neglected by
family. That is why this workshop is being held - to homeowners when planning for an emergency situation.
drive home the importance of advance planning that
will improve your chances for not only surviving an math of such an event. Some steps are simple (like
earthquake but also being able to deal with the after- laying in a supply of water and foodstuffs) while others can be rather expensive (like
having your home foundation seismically retrofitted).
Both previous workshops have
been filled, and so this third workshop is being held to accommodate
those who have been unable to attend in the past. If you are one of
those, we hope you will take advantage of this opportunity to increase your awareness of the importance of preparing your family in
the event of a significant seismic
event.
Refreshments and a light lunch
will be provided. The best part? It’s
free to attend. You can only
RSVP on the MOHPG website.
Once you have done that, a confirmation email will be sent verifying
your attendance.
Margaret Vinci from Cal Tech will be the featured speaker for the third time.
See you there!





WHEN: Saturday, September 14, 2019
TIME: 11 am - 2 pm
LOCATION: Community Room, Monrovia Library
Learn what you can do now to prepare yourself and
your family in the event of a serious seismic incident.
You must RSVP prior to the day of the workshop as
seating is limited. Go to www.mohpg.org to reserve
your spot.
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by Meghan White
(Note: The following article was published on April 3,
2019 by the National Trust for Historic Preservation.
We are sharing it with you to remind everyone of the
many ways that even a vintage home’s carbon footprint can be minimized. )
“The greenest building is the one that’s already
built.” Spoken by architect Carl Elefante, it encompasses one of the major tenets of historic
preservation. We often think of sustainability as
something achievable only in new construction,
where LEED certifications and modern technology can help reduce a building's carbon footprint,
but sustainability and historic position don’t have
to live in separate worlds.
However, new buildings need new materials. And
that means producing them uses a lot of resources, money, and energy, not to mention that
many new materials have shorter lifespans than
older ones (just look at the difference between
old growth and new growth wood). So when you
have the opportunity to reuse a building that’s already built, it seems like a no-brainer. There are
ways to green your historic house today (while
preserving its historic fabric) so that it reduces
energy consumption and lowers your energy bills.
We take a look at a few here.
1. Conduct an energy audit.
Before you start making changes to your historic
house to make it more energy-friendly, you first
have to understand what parts of your house
need help. The best way to do this is to conduct
an energy audit. One of the most popular examples is the blower door test. This test involves using a high-powered fan to take the air out of the
building, which depressurizes the interior. The
difference in air pressure is then measured with
an air pressure gauge. As the Preservation Society of Charleston explains, “The difference in
pressure causes the outside air to seek its way
into the building through any cracks, drafts or unsealed openings.” That shows you where you
need to seal up windows, doors, and other drafty
places.

Lab (formerly known as the Preservation Green
Lab) notes in their study Saving Windows, Saving
Money, historic windows rarely deserve to be
completely replaced. Instead, weatherstrip them
or install minimally invasive storm windows so
that they keep the drafts out and lower your energy bills. The study found that retrofitting windows
are the most cost-efficient way to decrease a historic house’s carbon footprint. As a bonus, old
growth wood found in historic windows lasts longer than modern day wood, so preserving your historic windows will keep you from having to replace them more often.
3. Insulate the attic and basement.

Energy escapes through places that are usually
uninsulated, especially basements, crawl spaces,
and attics. Consider insulating these spaces to
prevent air from escaping. Cellulose is a great
option because, unlike spray foam, it’s reversible.
Just note: You should refrain from insulating walls
because you’re removing the permeable vapor
barrier inherent in historic structures. The walls of
historic houses are made to breathe, but inhibiting movement of air and heat through and around
the wall can lead to issues like trapped moisture.
4. Take advantage of your house’s natural
passive heating and cooling.
Artificial cooling and heating methods can be
some of the highest energy consumers in a historic house. This may seem simple, but if you
have shutters on your historic house, use them!
They were an early method for cooling down a
house in the summer months, and it costs you
nothing. Just open up your windows and latch the
shutters to allow natural air flow to cool your
house down in the summer. The shutters will also
prevent the intense rays of the sun from penetrating the windows, thereby keeping the interior of
your house comfortable. Additionally, window
awnings, if historically appropriate, serve a similar function.
(con’t on page 5)

2. Don’t replace windows.
One of the biggest misconceptions is that old
houses are drafty because of their historic windows and that the only solution is to replace
them. As the National Trust’s Research & Policy
Page 4
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(con’t from page 4)

5. Consider
sources.

installing

renewable

energy

If you’re able to, consider installing solar, wind, or
geothermal renewable energy sources on your
historic property. Solar panels, for example, if installed properly, produce electricity naturally and
will help lower your bills. When connected to a
utility power grid, modern wind turbines can also
help create electricity using renewable resources
and in a more cost-efficient manner. Read more
about installing solar panels on historic properties here.

6. Pay attention to your landscaping.
Trees are an excellent way to conserve energy in
your house. Deciduous trees will provide shade in
the summer. In the colder months, when their
leaves have fallen, they will allow sunlight in to
warm your house.
7. Change your lightbulbs.
According to the General Services Administration,
High Efficiency Incandescent (HEI) lamps reduce
energy by 50 to 75% and use only 25% of the energy that regular incandescent bulbs use. They
also don't alter the appearance of historic light
fixtures where the bulbs are visible, like LEDs do.





Darrell Brooke
Frank & Tammy Guarino
Cleve & Gloria Crudgington
Hal Leavens
John & Megan Ferrell
Nancy McGrain

Otherwise, LEDs are a good option when the bulb
is obscured by opaque shades or lenses.
8. Reuse old materials or salvage.
If you’re renovating a historic house and are looking to replace missing pieces (doors, crown moldings, furniture, etc.), check out salvage companies before you buy new.
There are plenty of salvage companies around
that take architectural components and other antique wares from houses undergoing demolition.
Purchasing historic and used materials helps prevent landfill waste and is a great way to give new
life to discarded historic details.
If you need another reason to convince you to
reuse a historic building rather than building new,
note that the National Trust’s study The Greenest
Building: Quantifying the Environmental Value of
Building Reuse found that “it takes 10 to 80 years
for a new building that is 30 percent more efficient than an average-performing existing building to overcome, through efficient operations, the
negative climate change impacts related to the
construction process.”

Vicky Hansen
Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley
Wendy Gruber
Susanne Hayek
Rich & Joyce Rickenbrode
For information on how YOU can become a member at the
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org
and look under Membership.
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(con’t from page 1)

paint the entire interior of the house because I was
eager to see what the color scheme designed by a
friend of ours (Ed Pinson) would actually look like on
the walls. When it came time to replace the roof, I
bartered shingle removal in exchange for building
wood screens to fit a friend’s Craftsman home.
And the journey wasn’t limited to just restoring the
home. A home needs furnishings, and that meant
weekends spent at antique shops and traveling to
auctions and flea markets, all in attempts to find the
right light fixture, enough door knobs to make them
all match, or the period toothbrush holder for the
bathroom. The owner of a nearby plating company
probably retired early, thanks to all the plating jobs
we brought in.
Over the years I crawled under the house too

many times to count to run wiring and hook up
plumbing. In summer (of course) I would either be
insulating the attic or putting on a new roof. By no
stretch of the imagination could one say that all of
those jobs were pleasurable. But, in the end, what
we were left with was not only the home of our
dreams but the accumulation of stories and experiences that accompanied the process. And now,
years later, it is fun to reminisce with interested listeners about the ups and downs of our homeowner
restoration journey.
Contemplating a restoration job yourself? Don’t let
individual challenges distract you from the bigger picture. When it is all said and done, you will remember
everything but what will stand out will be the final result and the fact that YOU made it happen. It is at
that stage when you will come to understand the real
joy in restoration.

The Historic Preservation Commission met on
Wednesday, June 26, for a regular meeting. One
commissioner was absent. There were five items on
the agenda, and none of the items were discussed at
any great length.
Determination of Historic Significance for the
home located at 450 Patrician Way. The house is a
single-story Vernacular style built in 1950 but does
not embody a particular style. Staff recommended a
status code of 6Z which allows the homeowner to
demolish some or all of the home. Approved 6-0.
Determination of Historic Significance for a home
located a 221 Norumbega Drive. The structure was
built in 1922 and has some basic elements of the
Craftsman architectural style. However, the building
does not retain much of its original integrity, and the
primary façade has been dramatically altered, and it
does not qualify for designation at the local, state or
national level. Staff recommended a status code of
6Z. Approved 5-0 (one recusal).
Determination of Historic Significance for 431
and 431½ West Lemon Avenue. The front house is a
single-story Craftsman Bungalow built in 1924 and a
rear unit, single-story Minimal Traditional built in
1947.Neither property meet any of the standards for
designation as a local, state or national landmark.
Staff recommended a status code of 6Z.
Approved 6-0.
Determination of Historic Significance for two
residential buildings located at 119 and 121 Scenic
Drive. Neither structure is visible from the street. The
parcel is irregularly shaped on approximately 2acres. Both houses are single-story vernacular
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structures built in 1942. Both have also undergone
significant alterations over time. The property owner
plans to demolish the 121 structure and continue with
interior and exterior work that has already begun
(without permits, although permits have now been
issued and inspections are taking place. Staff recommended a status code of 6Z. Approved 6-0.
Determination of Historic Significance for the
home at 615 Cloverleaf Drive. A 988 square foot
structure was built in 1947. The house is an example
of a vernacular structure that was altered between
1968 and 1972. Staff concluded that the house had
lost many of the seven essential physical aspects of
its original integrity and does not have architectural
or known historic value for either a local landmark or
as a contributor to a potential district. Therefore, staff
recommended a status code of 6L.
Approved 5-0 (one recusal).
As this meeting was the last one for the fiscal year
2018-2019, it is time to change the leadership roles
on the commission. At the July 24 meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission, Dan Ryan will assume the duties of chair and Sergio Jimenez will become vice-chair. Chair Mark Houston was thanked
for his service as chair for the past year.
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168 N. Ivy Avenue to change plans to eliminate a
second story balcony on the home.
The MOHPG Board met on Sunday morning, July
28, with 9 of the 12 board members present. The
minutes from June were approved.
The current membership total is 208 households. Allison Guadalupe joined for 5 years.
Current financial statements were not provided in
time for the board meeting (They were emailed to
board members a week after the meeting.)
There was a nice turnout for the special tour of the
Live Oak Cemetery, conducted by Steve Baker, on
June 23. The annual meeting and potluck took place
on Saturday, July 27, with 24 in attendance. The program for September 14 will be the 3rd annual Earthquake Workshop, co-sponsored by MOHPG and the
Monrovia Fire Department. RSVPs are required for
this event (see page 3 for complete details). A special program on the history of taps will be held on
Saturday, November 3, at the home of Michael and
Janene Khanchalian. Complete details will be given
in the October newsletter.
There have been tentative commitments from about
five homeowners to participate in next year’s home
tour which will be the 38th tour conducted by
MOHPG.
Dan Ryan has reported that a tentative buyer has
been found for the piano he donated to the group.
MOHPG was unable to convince the homeowner of

A regular meeting of the Historic Preservation
Commission was held with 6 of the 7 members present. There were only two items on the agenda.
Historic Landmark Designation for 215 E. Lime
Avenue (the Anderson House Museum). The home
was built in 1886 and is currently a museum under
the auspices of the Monrovia Historical Society. The
staff report recommended approval of the application
and the commissioners agreed.
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A walking tour has been set for Saturday, August 3.
The board approved the donations of $1000 each to
the Monrovia Historical Museum and the Monrovia
Historical Society. The MOHPG storeroom at the Historical Museum has been cleaned. The remaining
windows in the shed behind the Anderson House
have been removed and donated to Pasadena Architectural Salvage. Plans are being made to paint the
Box Jewelers street clock. The board approved a
$318 donation to the Monrovia Historical Society to
help pay for the fee to submit a landmark application.
Next year will be MOHPG’s 40th anniversary so
board members should start considering how we can
celebrate that event. An article for Monrovia Today
was submitted on June 26 for the fall publication.
MOHPG is currently receiving a complimentary copy
of the American Bungalow quarterly magazine.
Among the inquiries received since the last board
meeting: question as to the cost to attend the cemetery tour, library has 70+ slides of Monrovia houses
to give to MOHPG, a tour goer wanted contact info
on a vendor who sold soap, an offer of indoor separation doors and a window, a request for a company
that repairs windows, a film company looking for a
Victorian house as a location, a question about Emma Frances Adams, someone has pictures of the
1940s owner of Idlewild.
The next meeting dates are September 8 and October 6.

Approved 5-0 (one recusal).
Determination of Historic Significance for the residence at 1213 California Avenue. The home is a single-story Minimal Traditional style built in 1950. Staff
determined that the home does not have architectural
or known historic value nor would it meet the criteria
as a contributor to a historic district. Staff recommended approval of the request with a status code of
6L, and the commissioners concurred.
Approved 6-0.

www.mohpg.org

September 2019

MOHPG
P.O. Box 734
Monrovia, CA 91017
www.mohpg.org
Address Correction Requested

September
2
8
14

Mon
Sun
Sat

Labor Day
MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
3rd Annual Earthquake Workshop, 11 am to 2 pm
(RSVPs required, starting in August). Margaret Vinci of Cal Tech will
again be the featured speaker. Details on page 3.

October
6

Sun

MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.

November
3
3
3
11

Sun
Sun
Sun
Mon

MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
MOHPG program on taps. Details in the October newsletter.
Daylight Savings Time ends; set clocks back one hour.
Veteran’s Day
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