At the turn of the twentieth century, people across
the United States were seeking to escape the population density of the inner cities, and many sought
refuge in the growing suburban areas of the country.
The growth of railroad lines around this time helped
facilitate this movement. (Monrovia alone had three
railroad lines passing through the city!) But in making
this transition, families found themselves up against
a formidable hurdle – the lack of affordable housing.
One solution to this problem was the arrival of the
idea of a “kit house.” Credit for this concept goes to
Aladdin Homes of Bay City, Michigan, who debuted
the concept in 1906. Kit houses were designed to
provide permanent housing and were an attractive This kit home, located at 263 N. Myrtle Avenue, is Style
alternative for home buyers for several reasons: #398 in the Pacific Ready-Cut catalog of kit houses. For
most of the materials were included in the price more pictures of kit homes in Monrovia, go to page 6.
(excepting masonry, plaster, some electrical parts,
etc.; labor to construct the house was also not includ- World War I (much like tract housing provided homes
ed), the process from ordering to completion could for returning GIs after the second World War). For as
be accomplished in as little as three months, and little as $2,500, homes could be bought by those with
homeowners could do the construction themselves. modest budgets and assembled by owners using the
Savings of as much as one-third of the cost could be instruction manual that came with the order.
realized by homeowners assembling the home them- (Construction of these homes was not limited to blueselves. Although the exact number is not known, it is collar workers. For example, brothers Walt and Roy
estimated that approximately half of all kit homes Disney built two kit homes in the Silver lake area of
were built by the homeowners themselves.
Los Angeles in 1928.)
Home buyers could choose from many different
The heyday for kit houses was the period from
styles and plans, ranging from Craftsman to bunga- 1908 to around 1940. In the Los Angeles area, the
lows to Colonials. Prices were kept low by mass pro- principal suppliers of kit homes were Sears and Paducing and standardizing the components. Sears, cific Ready-Cut. Although the exact number of kit
Roebuck and Company, one of six major national houses that exist in Monrovia is not documented,
companies producing these kit houses, offered 370 there are many known examples (refer to photos).
designs, and even these could be customized by the Identification of a home as being a kit house can
purchaser. A typical house would consist of 10,000 sometimes be done by: 1) matching the exterior deto 30,000 pre-cut lumber parts (each marked for sign to one of the plans (for example, the home at
easy assembly) and would be shipped by rail from 715 Wildrose is a Style 415 from the 1925 Pacific
the mill to the customer’s home town.
Kit homes became more popular after the end of
(con’t on page 6)
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As it has for many years, MOHPG once again cosponsored (this time with Wendy’s) one of the summer
music concerts in Library Park. This is in keeping with
our mission to support not just preservation but the
community as well. The concert was on August 5 and
featured the country/folk band, Just Dave Band.
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Last year membership chair Helen Falco sent out
membership renewal notices in October rather than
December, hoping that members would renew prior to
the onset of the holiday season. She will be doing the
same thing this year.
If you are up for renewal, you will receive notification sometime in October. We hope that you will take a
few moments to renew right away before the hassles
of November and December push it from your mind.
We often find members who had let their membership
lapse and never realize they have done so.
There are opportunities to renew at an increased
level of support, and that information will be provided
in case you are interested.

■ ■ ■
Staff
Jim Wigton

NEWSLETTER
Susie Ling

The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
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MOHPG will be partnering with the Monrovia Fire
Department to host its 2nd annual earthquake workshop, to be held in the Community Room of the Monrovia Public Library. The workshop will be held on
Saturday, September 22 and run from 11 am until
2 pm. Refreshments will be provided by MOHPG.
Last year’s workshop saw almost 60 people in
attendance, not counting firefighters and workshop
speakers. Margaret Vinci from Cal Tech will once
again be the keynote speaker. She is extremely
knowledgeable about all aspects of preparing for a
disaster, and her presentation was very well received
last September.
Also in attendance will be representatives from
CERT (Community Emergency Response Team),
Southern California Gas, Southern California Edison,
and the American Red Cross. They will have tables
in the room and be available for those with questions.
Time is set aside at the beginning to allow attendees
enough time to visit and receive information.

Margaret Vinci (left) takes questions prior to the start of
her presentation last year.

Page 3



WHEN: Saturday, September 22, 2018
WHERE: Community Room, Monrovia Public Library
Time: 11 am until 2 pm
This workshop is FREE!
Because space is limited, you must RSVP by going to
the MOHPG website and signing up. The workshop is
limited to 60 participants on a first-to-signup basis.
Snacks and drinks will be provided by MOHPG. Each
household will receive a free gift as well.

Because space is limited, maximum attendance has been set at 60 people. You must RSVP
ahead of time and can do so by going to the MOHPG
website at www.mohpg.org and submitting your
name. You will receive a confirmation email acknowledging that you are enrolled. Anyone showing up on
the day of the workshop without having RSVP’d will
be admitted on a first-come, first-served basis if
space is available.
While there is a tendency for people to procrastinate in preparation for a disaster, this opportunity
may provide the incentive for community members to
take actions now that will mitigate the negative impacts of a disaster. We hope you can join us for this
worthwhile workshop.
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The Historic Preservation Commission meeting
that had been scheduled for June 27 was changed to
July 2. Six of the seven commissioners were in attendance. There was only one item on the agenda.
Prior to the start of the meeting, Commissioner
Mark Houston was sworn in as the Chair for the coming year, taking over from Marianne Lee. Dan Ryan
will serve as Vice-Chair.
Determine Historical Significance of the home

The MOHPG board met for a regularly scheduled
meeting on Sunday, July 8. Two of the eleven board
members were absent. Minutes from the April 29
meeting were approved.
Helen Falco reported that the current membership
total stands at 229 households.
Alan Morse sent out the financial updates to the
board prior to the meeting. MOHPG filed for its yearly
update with the California Secretary of State on July
2 ($20 fee).
Lee Schamadan reported that eleven members attended the program at the Pacific Railroad Museum
in San Dimas on June 23. MOHPG will hold its annual potluck meeting on July 28 (details on page 3).
The second annual earthquake workshop will be held
on September 22 (RSVPs will be required). A November 3 meeting is planned for the Legacy Project
to speak about the information now available online
through the library. Several other programs for the
future are being planned.
Ami Perry shared comments about the home tour on
May 6. Once again we will be looking at better ways
to publicize the tour using social media and other
venues.
MOHPG is signed up to receive donations if memPage 4

located at 205 Acacia. The applicant wants to alter
more than 50% of the main building roof area to accommodate a single-story rear addition and a new
front porch, actions that triggered this review. Staff
recommended a status code of 6Z which would allow
for these changes. There was very little discussion.
Approved 6-0.
Craig Jimenez indicated that at the next HPC meeting the situation at 419 N. Magnolia Avenue would
be placed on the agenda to allow for an on-therecord discussion by the commissioners.

bers use smile.amazon.com when ordering products
from Amazon. A decision is expected sometime in
July about the Monrovia houses selected for restoration on the DIY TV show Restored. MOHPG has begun contacting the owners of the First Houses (those
built before the end of 1887) for permission to install
a brass plaque on the houses.
An article on the April MOHPG meeting about the
Aztec Hotel appeared in the May-June issue of Monrovia Insider. A letter from MOHPG was sent to City
Manager Oliver Chi regarding the property at 419 N.
Magnolia Avenue. Amanda Wray will be charging
$100 per year to host the MOHPG website and will
be charging $85 per hour for support. Three board
members volunteered to read for a video being produced by a local Boy Scout.
Just over one hour of time was devoted to continuing
the board discussion about the mission statement, a
tag line, and possible changing of our logo. A new
mission statement was adopted by a vote of 7-2 (The
new statement appears in the left column of page 2).
The following tagline was adopted by a unanimous
vote: Preserving Monrovia’s Architectural Heritage.
Work is continuing to produce a “wallet card” that
summarizes the role MOHPG plays in the community. The board will continue its discussion at a future
meeting. All of the preliminary work on these topics
was handled by Helen Falco.
The meeting was adjourned at 1 pm. The next board
meeting will be September 9.
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MOHPG held its annual potluck meeting on Saturday, July 28. Members gathered in the Community
Room of the Monrovia Public Library to share a meal,
visit with friends, and receive an organizational update. There were 26 people in attendance.
After the meal was finished, members viewed a
slideshow which recapped events of the past year
and summarized the financial status of MOHPG. The
assembled group moved and seconded a motion to
accept the current makeup of the board to serve for
the coming fiscal year. While receipts from the annual Historic Homes Tour continue to decline, the board
has taken steps to reduce expenses and increase
income in other areas. For example, costs to mail out
the monthly newsletter were reduced to zero by the





Cleve & Gloria Crudgington
Hal Leavens

Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley
Margaret Garemore
Aztec Hotel - owner Qinhan Chen
The Brooke Law Group, PC
Edie Ramirez
Joan Sullivan
Renee Bannoura
Wendy Gruber
Susanne Hayek
Nancy McGrain
For information on how YOU can become a member at the
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org
and look under Membership.

Members relax after the potluck dinner, prior to the start of
the slideshow recapping events of the past year.

addition of ads. Creating two additional membership
categories resulted in a net increase of just over
$1100 this past year.

In the City Manager’s weekly report of July 31, the
City revealed that the Santa Fe Depot restoration
project, which was completed and celebrated earlier
this year, has received a 2018 Preservation Design
Award in the Rehabilitation category from the
California Preservation Foundation.
In the July 19, 2018 letter received by the City,
CHP stated that
“The California Preservation Awards showcase the
best in historic preservation, recognizing achievements in architecture, history, design, and engineering. The Monrovia Santa Fe Depot Rehabilitation is The Santa Fe Depot as it looked after completion of the
an excellent example of this, and we are thrilled to restoration, which took almost one year.
recognize your work.”
The City of Monrovia is to be congratulated for its and continued to decline. Residents can now take
willingness to undertake this project and see it pride in the saving of this iconic Monrovia structure
through to completion. The community had watched and look forward to a adaptive reuse tenant.
with dismay as the depot sat unoccupied for decades
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Welcome to Our Newest Members
Michael Kaplan
Raffi & Tina Koroghlin
Craig Owens
Our current membership total stands at
230 households!
(con’t from page 1)

Ready-Cut Homes catalog); 2) locating markings on
the framing members of the home in the attic or
crawlspace; 3) researching building permits may also
indicate that the home is a kit home.
Given the high real estate values in today’s market and the technological advances in building materials, kit homes today have seen a resurgence in
popularity. It is likely that this option to affordable
housing will continue in the foreseeable future.

Shown on this page is a variety of the kit homes
that can be found still standing in Monrovia. By comparing these to other homes of similar styles, it may
prove almost impossible to tell if a house is a kit
home without matching it to a kit home style pattern
from a specific manufacturer. The fact that these
homes are still standing attests to their durability as
compared to conventionally built homes.

Most kit homes are modest structures, befitting the middle
class clientele for which they were designed. This home
was built in 1923 and is an example of Style #402.

This Craftsman style kit house, located at 355 N. Encinitas
Avenue, was built in 1924. It is Pacific Ready-Cut style
#85.

The 1926 Spanish Colonial Revival home above is one
example of the styles available for kit homes. This home
was landmarked in 2001 (HL #33).
Page 6

If you suspect your home is a kit house, check out
the book, California’s Kit Homes by Rosemary
Thornton and Dale Patrick Wolicki. A copy is available to check out in the MOHPG book section of the
Monrovia Public Library. It includes tips on how to
identify whether or not a home is a kit house.
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The front page of the Thursday, August 16, 2018,
edition of the Monrovia Weekly spotlighted the community service of two MOHPG members, John WatMOHPG Board members Edie Ramirez and Martha Rund
son and Hal Leavens. Since 2003, they have volun- worked the MOHPG booth at the August 4 summer conteered their Saturdays to visit new members of the cert at Library Park, a concert co-sponsored by MOHPG.
community and make them feel welcome.
How many residents have seen their smiling faces
on the front porch shortly after having moved in? As
amazing and as unbelievable as it may seem, John
and Hal have surpassed the 10,000-home-visit mark
in their quest to make new arrivals feel welcome!
That’s a lot hours and a lot of Saturdays spent driving
around town. Their actions bring to mind as earlier
time where a plate of cookies or a casserole might be
delivered to a new arrival as a way of welcoming them
to the neighborhood.
Sporting their MOHPG T-shirts, they pop up unannounced at residences around town to greet the latest
additions to the community, bringing with them a
packet of helpful information about organizations,
events, and services. Often as not, they end up inside
the home where they might spend an hour or so simply visiting. As much as it is appreciated by those being Eva Long (seated) is shown fulfilling her role as a docent
welcomed, these two greeters get back more than during the 2015 home tour. That year one entire shift of
they give and leave feeling uplifted and appreciated.
docents was made up entirely of family members.

John (left) and Hal pose beside their appropriately decorated “welcome wagon” in October, 2015, before heading out
into the community to greet new arrivals to town.
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Eva Ruth Long, a long time member of MOHPG
who joined the group in 1998, recently passed away.
Although she lived in Arcadia with her longtime companion, David Williams, she became involved with
and enjoyed the activities of MOHPG when her
daughter, Linda Leigh Long, purchased the 1887
Queen Anne Victorian in Monrovia known as Idlewild. Eva was a Girl Scout leader when her daughter
was in elementary school, and she had been supportive of the Creative Arts Group in Sierra Madre
since the 1970s.
In the words of her daughter, “She will be missed
by all who knew her friendly generosity and caring
for others. “
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P.O. Box 734
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September
1

Sat

9
22

Sun
Sat

22

Sat

Walking Tour of Downtown Monrovia, 10 am. Cost $5 per person.
Meet at the SE corner of Palm and Myrtle Avenues.
MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
2nd annual Earthquake Workshop, held in conjunction with the
Monrovia Fire Department, 11 am - 2 pm, Community Room,
Monrovia Library. RSVPs required.
Narrated tour of Historic Monrovia with Steve Baker; ticket info can be
found at monroviahistoricalsociety1896@gmail.com.

October
7
13

Sun
Sat

MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
MOHPG members will visit the E Waldo Ward Ranch in Sierra Madre
for a one hour tour starting at 10:30 am.
Details in the October newsletter.

November
3

Sat

Presentation by the Monrovia Legacy Project. To be held at
317 Heather Heights Court.
Veterans Day
Thanksgiving Day

11
22
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