
by Susie Ling 
 
   While the spirit of neighborliness was important on     
the frontier because neighbors were so few, it is 
even more important now because our neighbors are 
so many.  
     Claudia Alta Taylor aka “Lady Bird” Johnson  
     First Lady of the United States (1963 -1969);1970 
 
     They say in real estate, “you don’t buy a house, 
you buy a neighborhood.” And Monrovia is such a 
rich neighborhood with such a rich history. The Mon-
rovia Area Partnership (established in 2006) along 
with Art in Public Places Committee (established in 
2004) came up with a plan to celebrate that rich 
Monrovia history - the Neighborhood Treasures Pro-
ject. The concept was approved by the City Council 
in 2018, and it took off from there. Three projects 
were unveiled in 2018, one in 2019, and one in 2021 
and several others are planned for the near future.  
     The first “medallion” was mounted near the Sec-
ond Baptist Church to honor its first preacher, Lt. Col. 
Allen Allensworth. It was such a wonderful coming 
together of who we are. The art work was that of Ron 
Husband who was raised in Monrovia, is a member 
of SBC, and was one of the first African American 
animators to work for Disney. I get goosebumps just 
thinking of how things came together just so on that 
project. 
     But then, I get “ostrichbumps” thinking about how 
the fourth medallion came together. The City had 
asked for my help as it was to honor our Japanese 
American pioneers. The City Council awarded the 
contract to artist Maryrose Mendoza. Maryrose is of 
Asian descent and a resident of Monrovia. She is 
officially described as an “interdisciplinary artist who 
crafts her own visual language of transformation, ex-
alting the everyday in drawings, sculpture, and instal-

lation using memory, material significance, and per-
sonal narratives.” As I have no idea what that means, 
I didn’t know what to expect.  
     But her rendition immediately took my breath 
away as there was instant recognition. Starting from 
the right and going clockwise, she had the soldiers 
who had served in World War II from camps includ-
ing a nod to the Tsuneishis who were a 4-star family; 
the Pacific Electric street car that brought folks to 
Monrovia in the early 20th century and their tracks 
that was a racial boundary in our community; Satoru 

Uyeda on his tiller working his farm on Huntington 
Drive; Mary Asano in front of her Myrtle Avenue gro-
cery store; the Heart Mountain concentration camp; 
and the palm tree against the San Gabriel Mountains 
that we see every day. It was later pointed out to me 
that the strawberry is the heart. 
     Next, the Planning Department wanted a party. I 
thought it would be a couple of dozen diehards that 
would come out on a hot June day. The Tsuneishis 
                             (con’t on page 5-7) 
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Japanese-American descendants gather with city dignitar-
ies at the dedication ceremony on June 8, 2019. 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     One of the more interesting aspects to the fellow-
ship surrounding preservationists is the sharing of res-
toration stories. And everyone has them! Unusual ob-
jects found behind a recently opened wall or hidden in 
an attic space, how a now-treasured item was ob-
tained by pure happenstance, the serendipity of finding 
a long-sought-after treasure while least expecting it, 
etc., etc. 
     If you would like to reveal something of interest 
from your restoration road journey, let me know. I am 
always on the lookout for gems we acquire through old 
house living and would like to share them with others 
who will fully appreciate their value.  
     Use the Contact us feature on our website, and that 
will get straight through to me. 
 

     I am pleased to announce two changes to the 
makeup of the MOHPG Board of Directors. Edie 
Ramirez volunteered to assume the position of Tour 
Chair as Janie Gallandat resigned from that position 
after three years of leadership. Helen Falco, who had 

previously been the Membership Chair for three years, 
agreed to rejoin the board as a member-at-large, tak-
ing Edie’s just-vacated position. This will return to 
board to its full strength with twelve members and en-
sure an seamless transition with experienced board 
members. 

     Congratulations Edie and Helen! 
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     The MOHPG had been planning to hold a delayed 
40th year celebration during the month of October, 
but the recent uptick in coronavirus cases has 
caused the board to reconsider. 
     At the August 29 board meeting, the board decid-
ed to postpone the celebration yet again in the hopes 
that circumstances would allow us to hold an event in 

the near future. MOHPG has spent the past forty 
years as a proponent of protecting our architectural 
heritage, and that time has seen numerous success-
es and a few setbacks. It is appropriate that we re-
flect back on those many moments while looking for-
ward to continuing our mission. 
     Once we are able to re-schedule, we will let the 
membership know. 

 

     The MOHPG Board met on Sunday, August 29, in 
an in-person meeting held outside. Nine of the elev-
en board members were present. On board position 
was open. The minutes from the July 11 meeting 
were approved with one correction. 

     Kristen Norton was unable to attend but she did 
send a report which stated that our current member-
ship stands at 208. Our latest additions to the roster 
include Matthew & Edith Boulton, Kay Higashida, 
Paul & Michele Bernal, and Erin Starr. 
     Membership renewals for those needing to renew 
will be sent out by mail during the month of October. 

     There was no treasurer’s report. 

     The next MOHPG program will be a talk by Alan & 
Claudia Heller in the Community Room of the library 
on Friday, September 17, at 6 pm. The program is 
open to the public. The 40th year celebration that 
had been planned for October 17 was voted by the 
board to be postponed until a future date. Lee 
Schamadan will be trying to set up a program for No-
vember, and we are tentatively planning to have a 
holiday gathering in December. 

     There was no report. 

     MOHPG was a co-sponsor for a music concert in 
Library Park on Sunday, August 1. The band that 
was featured was Box Car 7. The MOHPG cost for 
being a co-sponsor was $1000. Checks in the 
amount of $2000 each were delivered to the Monro-
via Historical Museum and the Monrovia Historical 
Society on July 21. The decision to increase our 
yearly donation (one time only) was made by the 
board at the June board meeting. 

     Because Janie Gallandat had stepped aside as 
tour chair, effective as of the July board meeting, 
Edie Ramirez volunteered to assume that position. 
That left an opening for a member-at-large position 
as Edie was already a board member. Helen Falco, 
who had been the membership chair prior to Kristen 
Norton, volunteered to fill that opening. Both Edie 

and Helen were confirmed by unanimous consent of 
the board. The historic walking tour held on July 17 
had 8 people in attendance, and the tour on August 
21 had 5. The MOHPG page in the fall edition of 
Monrovia Today was submitted on July 15 and 
proofed on August 26. The MOHPG domain name 
mohpg.com is set to expire in November, and the 
board voted to renew that name . A 5-minute video 
on the history of the Box Jewelers street clock in 
downtown Monrovia was posted on the website on 
July 29 and so far has 163 views on YouTube. 
MOHPG received a request from EBI Consulting to 
make optional comment on a cell tower being in-
stalled at the end of Norumbega Drive.  

     The following inquiries were received by MOHPG 
through our website since the last board meeting: 
someone wanting information about Josel originals 
pottery in Monrovia; a member requested a referral 
for an exterior painter; the new owner of 331 Wil-
drose (part of the Wild Rose Historic District) has 
some questions about landmarking restrictions; an 
employee of Foothill Transit saw the picture of the 
vintage Monrovia mule car in our promotion of the 
August walking tour and wanted more information 
that she could share with other employees; a neigh-
bor expressed concernabout solar panels being in-
stalled on a landmarked home (FYI - Installation of 
solar panels on a landmarked home is not prohibit-
ed). 

     The next meeting dates for the board will be Octo-
ber 10 and November 7. Members are welcome to 
attend. 
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     The Historic Preservation Commission held a vir-
tual meeting on Wednesday evening, August 25, with 
all seven commissioners present.  Minutes from the 
last meeting, May 26, were approved.  There were 
five items on the agenda. 
Request for Landmark Status for the house locat-
ed at 812 Norumbega Drive. The application request-
ed landmark status according to Criteria #1 which 
states, “It is identified with persons or events signifi-
cant in local, regional, state or national history. In this 
case the application was based on the significance 
that the current mayor, Tom Adams, has had in local 
history. This is the first time a significance question 
would determine whether a structure should be land-
marked. As a result, there were many issues raised 
with much input from the community, and the discus-
sion on this one item alone took over one and a half 
hours. One issue raised by the commissioners was 
the awkward position in which they were being 
placed since the mayor had the final say on their ap-
pointment to the HPC. The house itself was not rec-
ommended for landmarking based on its architectural 
significance, but much of the discussion centered 
around the architecture and a front porch alteration. 
In the end when the chair called for a motion, no mo-
tion was put forth. Then a commissioner made a mo-
tion to deny the application but there was no second. 
Since no motion was made that could be acted upon, 
the matter was forwarded to the City Council with no 
recommendation, even though city staff had recom-
mended approval of the application. 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the home locat-
ed at 337 Highland Place (Historic landmark #64). 
The owner wanted to install two skylight windows, 
extend a dormer’s roof eave on the rear of the house 
and install a new bathroom window on the side of the 
house. Approved 7-0. 
Special Review for a façade alteration of a busi-
ness at 504 S. Myrtle Avenue. The owner wanted to 
install bi-fold doors in the front and place the en-
trance door on the right (instead of its current loca-
tion in the center). Approved 7-0. 
Determination of Historical Significance for the 
home located at 230 W. Evergreen Avenue. The 

home was built in 1950, and it is the remaining parcel 
of twelve that will make way for a planned 302-unit 
residential multi-family. As such the HPC needs to 
confirm a lack of historic value before it can be de-
molished. Approved 6-0 with one recusal. 
Determination of Historical Significance for the 
home located at 229 N. Magnolia Avenue. This home 
was also built in 1950. The owner is proposing roof 
and exterior wall area that exceeds 50% of what is 
existing. City staff concluded that the property locat-
ed  does not have architectural or known historic val-
ue that meets the criteria for local landmark status 
and is not a contributor to a potential historic district 
and recommended giving the property a status code 
of 6Z. Approved 7-0.  
Determination of Historical Significance for the 
home located at 442 Sierra Vista Avenue. The home 
is a modest Craftsman built in 1923. The owner sub-
mitted plans that would involve front/side and rear 
additions affecting exterior wall area and a majority of 
the roof structure. The applicant submitted a historic 
assessment, and staff concluded that the property is 
not eligible for listing or designation under state or 
local evaluation criteria and recommended giving the 
property a status code of 6Z. Approved 7-0. 
     After the agenda items had been completed, the 
commissioners voted  in the new chair for the coming 
year, Vicky Hansen, and the new Vice-Chair, Edie 
Ramirez. This reorganization was approved 7-0. 
     In addition it was noted that due to the increase in 
COVID-19 cases, the September HPC meeting will 
also be held virtually. 

   

Liberace Foundation for the Performing 
And Creative Arts 

Nancy McGrain 
Hal Leavens 

Darrell Brooke 
Oliver & Bobbie Chi 

Brooke Law Group, PC 
Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 

Jim Wigton 
Alex Beebee 

 

Richard Andrews 
Janice Melton 
Martha Rund 

 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 
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                          (con’t from page 1) 
were a family with ten children but most have passed 
away. I hoped for one or two Tsuneishi descendants, 
but a dozen of the cousins came! There were also 
three Morimoto sisters, three Sakatani sisters and 
their uncle, three Asano cousins, Kuromiyas, Naka-
nos, Satas, Inouye, 98-year-young Ted Hashimoto, 
and 99-year-young Helen Mimaki Munekiyo. The 
Uyeda family brought that very same tiller featured in 
the medallion. I had made some red leis for family 
members and City dignitaries – but I ran out super 
quick. The City had beautiful flower leis for the 
speakers. The City also served strawberry cake.  
     I was too busy talking that I didn’t get to eat. After 
the event, I took my family to a nearby Japanese res-
taurant to just honor the moment.  
     The City mounted the medallion at Cypress and 
Magnolia Avenues. I had hoped for a more glamor-
ous location, but I didn’t want to get greedy with fate. 
Well, it turns out the medallion is very much in my 
driving path. Donna Hargett was commissioned to 
bring more attention to the medallion with her compli-

mentary art work. The spot is perfect. I use all of the 
Treasure medallions as destinations for my neighbor-
hood walks.  
 
Below and on the next two pages are photos of the 
five Neighborhood Treasures that have been dedicat-
ed so far. Several others are planned for dedication 
in the near future. Additional information about each 
can be found at cityofmonrovia.org. 

Allen Allensworth 
925 S. Shamrock Ave 

Dedicated: March 10, 2018 

Kate Wright 
528 E. Cypress Ave Ave 

Dedicated: August 18, 2018 
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     Neighborhood Treasures celebrates historically 
significant Monrovians through the installation of pub-
lic art pieces in various neighborhoods throughout 
the community. The goal of the program is to enrich 
the lives of those who view the art and improve 
neighborhoods by its presence. 

     The Neighborhood Treasures program was devel-
oped by Monrovia Area Partnership staff and lead-
ers, vetted by the Art in Public Places Committee, 
and approved by the City Council in 2018. Neighbor-
hood Treasures' public art includes specialized art 
work that visually represent the life and contributions 
of the honorees.   

Taken from the Monrovia city website: 
cityofmonrovia.org 

Bettie Mae Scott 
500 W. Maple Ave 

Dedicated: November 17, 2018 

Japanese Community Leaders 
300 W. Cypress Ave 

Dedicated: June 8, 2019 
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     The coronavirus pandemic has been with us for  
the past twenty months, during which time we have 
had our lives disrupted in myriad and innumerable 
ways - working from home amid reduced interaction 
with colleagues, cancelled trips and events, days 
spent confined at home trying to find ways to make 
constructive use of our time, inability to regularly 
meet with family members who reside outside our 
homes - the list goes on. 
     The two pictures at the right were taken during 
these trying times and illustrate that the wonder of 
nature provides abundant examples of ways to take 
our minds off our limitations. It has always been good 
advice to, as the idiom says, “take time to smell the 
roses.” 
     Next time you venture outside, take a closer look 
at your surroundings. You might be pleasantly sur-
prised to discover something wonderful. 

Leroy “Buster” Criss 
200 E. Maple Ave 

Dedicated: August 7, 2021 

Dragonfly 

Praying Mantis 
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P.O. Box 734 
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Address Correction Requested 

October 
  10  Sun  MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am 
   
November 
  7  Sun  MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am 
  11  Thurs  Veterans Day 
  25  Thurs  Thanksgiving 
 
December 
  21  Tues  Winter begins 
  25  Sat  Christmas Day 


