
      

by Susie Ling 
 
      While the state of California passed legislation in 
1880 that said that all schools were open to all stu-
dents, regardless of ethnic or racial background, the 
reality in the schools was far different. And Monrovia 
was no exception. The Huntington Elementary 
School, located on Canyon Boulevard near Hunting-
ton Drive, was a de facto segregated school attend-
ed by African-American and Mexican-American chil-
dren until it closed in 1970. Part of the story of Hun-
tington concerns one of its teachers who later be-
came principal, Almera Romney. 
     In 1946, Hunting-
ton Elementary 
School had a student 
population of about 
200 which was 2/3 
African-American and 
1/3 Mexican Ameri-
can. All seven of the 
teachers were White 
except for a light-
skinned African-
American; the custo-
dian was also African
-American. That year 
Almera Romney, who 
had “never known a 
person of color” be-
fore, would become 
the new fifth grade 
teacher. She would 
continue to be a stal-
wart of Huntington  

 
Elementary for 17 years. 
     Almera Anderson was born in 1903 to Danish 
Mormons in Manti of Sanpete County in Utah. In 
1870, about 24% of Sanpete County was Danish, 
and the community earned the name Little Denmark. 
Almera had been a high school teacher before her 
marriage to Clyde Romney in 1933. At the time Utah 
law prohibited married women from teaching. The 
Romney family is a prominent one in Utah, and 
Clyde was second cousin to Utah Governor George 
W. Romney, who was current U.S. Senator Mitt 
Romney’s father. Clyde and Almera were drawn to 
the California dream, and Almera settled into the life 
as a young mother in Glendale where they moved in 
1934. 
     But Clyde became ill, and at 43 years old, Almera 

had to return to teach-
ing to support the fami-
ly. Almera reported 
that Monrovia’s super-
intendent told her, “I’m 
sure you wouldn’t be 
interested in the only 
position I have to offer 
you. We do need a 
teacher in our Negro 
school but the prob-
lems there are insur-
mountable. The chil-
dren are undisciplined 
and can’t learn, the 
parents are ignorant, 
and the school is as 
dirty as a pigpen.” Al-
mera took the job any-
way and moved her 
family to Monrovia.  
     (con’t on page 5) 
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Almera Romney’s first fifth grade class at Huntington Elementary, 
1946-47. The girl to Romney’s right with the butterfly on her dress 
is Mimi Martin (Mency). Photo courtesy of Matthew MacArthur. 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     Our activities as an organization may have ground 
to a halt during the coronavirus pandemic, but we still 
continue many of our basic functions. Of course, the 
monthly newsletter has not been interrupted and has 
appeared on schedule for the entire year. We recently 
changed our website hosting service, with only a slight 
increase in the yearly premium. Other bills, like the 
post office box rental, continue to be paid. 
     The board recently voted to extend all member-
ships in the organization (except the Heritage Circle 
and Supporting memberships) for one year, since we 
have not been able to offer any meetings, workshops 
or other events for the majority of the year. Notice of 
the board action will be sent out in the month of Octo-
ber in lieu of our reminder membership communica-
tion. Members will have the option to voluntarily renew 
anyway if they so choose. 
     While we were unable to host our annual summer 
get-together, we still provided our annual support 
($1,000) to both the Monrovia Historical Society and 
the Monrovia Historical Museum since they continue to 
incur expenses which must be paid. There have not 
been any board meetings since the February meeting, 
but those will resume once the board members feel 
comfortable meeting in person. Email communications 
have been few but sufficient to handle actions that 
cannot be delayed. 
     Income tax filings (e-postcard) were submitted after 
the end of our fiscal year (August 31).  The value of 
our website has not slackened during this time as we 
still record on average about 100 unique visitors per 
week. Inquiries through our Contact Us feature also 
have not abated as we continue to see several a 
week, many of them historical questions which board 
member and city historian Steve Baker usually han-
dles with ease (as would be expected)! 
     We will continue to manage our affairs as needed 
and will resume normal operations as soon as condi-
tions allow. In the meantime know that we will continue 
to pursue our mission (see left, above) as well as we 
are able and look forward to the time when we can all 
gather once again. 
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     Over the years MOHPG has taken an active role 
in the effort to protect its architectural heritage, a 
main directive in its mission statement. One of the 
organization’s first efforts in that area occurred in 
1986 when a handful of MOHPG volunteers walked 
the streets of Monrovia  to identify homes that were 
possibly historic, the first time any effort to do so had 
been undertaken. That information became part of 
the basis for the establishment of the city’s first 
preservation ordinance in 1995 (The state of Califor-
nia  passed legislation in 1972, providing cities with 
the necessary guidelines to adopt their own criteria 
for designating building of historical value). The first 
building to be designated a landmark in Monrovia 
was recognized on June 4, 1996. 
     In order to qualify for landmark designation, a 
building needs to meet at least one of the seven cri-
teria established by the city. Once a building is land-
marked, it automatically qualifies for a Mills Act con-

tract if the owner chooses to apply. An extra fee is 
involved, but the contract enables the owner to se-
cure a reduction in property taxes, the “carrot” that 
the state recognized which would be necessary to 
encourage vintage homes to be restored. That incen-
tive helps provide owners with the funds necessary 
to keep their homes well maintained and contributes 
overall to the beautification of the city.. 
     Once the ordinance for the city was in place, 
MOHPG members were encouraged to apply for 
landmark designation of their vintage homes. The 
first home was landmarked one year after the ordi-
nance was passed and just recently two more homes 
were added to the list, demonstrating that landmark-
ing is a vibrant program that continues to this day. 
There are currently 153 landmark designations (with 
141 of them with Mills Act contracts), all of them 
buildings except landmark #36, the Box Jeweler’s 
street clock on the 500 block of south Myrtle Avenue. 
Of those landmarks seven qualified by meeting four 
of the criteria, the most number of criteria met by any 
of the landmarks. Interestingly, all 152 of the land-
marked buildings have met criteria #4 which says, “It 
embodies one or more distinctive characteristics of 
style, type, period, design, materials, or craftsman-
ship.” 
     While the adoption of a preservation ordinance 
was a key step to preserving the city’s approximately 
2500 pre-1940’s buildings, the recent advent of 
“McMansions” (oversized homes) became a threat to 
the integrity of vintage neighborhoods. When six 
character homes were threatened with demolition at 
a meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission in 
October 2013 and a 1923 Craftsman was demol-
ished to make way for a McMansion, it set in motion 
a two-year effort to strengthen city guidelines regard-
ing demolition and new construction. The result was 
a toughening of the rules which allowed demolition 
and stricter limits on the size of new construction. 
MOHPG played an important role in this effort, and 
members provided input as to ways in which policies 
should be altered. 
 

     The city didn’t see its first historic district designa-
tion until 2009. Former MOHPG President Joe Gar-
cia had been elected as a city councilman and was 
instrumental in pushing the effort through city hall.  
The 300 block of Wildrose, replete with its Craftsman 
bungalows (several of them built by the well-known 
and well-respected Tifal brothers who lived in Monro-
via), was the candidate of choice as it easily qualified 
under the conditions for creating a district. Normally, 
the city hopes that a historic district designation be 
undertaken by the homeowners themselves, but  
                                (con’t on page 4) 

The first building landmarked under the 1995 Monrovia 
Preservation Ordinance was this 1914 Mediterranean 
Craftsman at 231 N. Primrose Avenue and was designed 
by architect Frank O. Eager. It was designated Historic 
Landmark #1 by the City Council on June 4, 1996. 
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                             (con’t from page 3) 
 
since this was the first time a district was to be creat-
ed, the city elected to be the driving force. The 300 
block of Wildrose contained 17 structures, 14 of 
which were deemed “contributors,” easily surpassing 
the required minimum (50% plus one). Also making a 
strong case for designation was the fact that nine of 
the individual homes had already been individually 
landmarked by the city. 

     The creation of the North Encinitas Historic Dis-
trict occurred in a completely different way. At the 
October 29, 2014, meeting of the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission, the HPC agenda included requests 
to allow the demolition of six homes, a number that 
was so high as to cause over 200 people to attend 
the meeting when normally nor more than a dozen or 
so might be present. The uproar caused two of the 
homeowners to later withdraw their request, and the 
city council the following month entered the city into 
what would become a two-year moratorium on demo-
lition of vintage homes (as well as new construction). 
That moratorium would eventually lead to a tighten-
ing of the rules for demolition and also for the con-
struction of new homes. 
     One of the six homes that had been up for demoli-
tion was in the 200 block of North Encinitas Avenue. 
While the home itself was no longer in danger of 
demolition (It would be remodeled leaving the front of 
the house intact), residents on the street feared what 
might happen down the road. MOHPG member Allen 
Holmquist, who owned a landmarked 1913 California 
Bungalow across the street from the home that had 
been proposed for demolition, gathered several other 
residents of the street to form the Encinitas Historic 
District working group (EHDwg). They began the pro-
cess of submitting the 100 and 200 blocks of North 
Encinitas for historic district status.  
     That process would end up taking over a year as 
homeowners needed to be persuaded to vote for his-
toric district status, and the group of volunteers had 
to submit data for each of the 64 buildings within the 

proposed district and raise the funds required by the 
city to be submitted along with the application. (The 
cost of submitting a historic district application is 
$103 plus $170 for each structure. In the case of 
North Encinitas, that came to $10,983.) 
     In the end 42 of the 64 homeowners voted for cre-
ating a district (10 owners were opposed and12 did 
not respond). That satisfied the minimum require-
ment that 50% plus one owners agree to the creation 
of a district. 
     There were 42 of the 64 homes that were deemed 
“contributors,” above the minimum of 50% plus one. 
In addition the proposed district met three of the sev-

en criteria (at least one must be met): Criteria #3 - It 
contributes to the significance of a historic area that 
is geographically and visually definable; Criteria #4 - 
The contributing structures in the district embody the 
characteristics of the Victorian-era and craftsman ar-
chitectural styles; and Criteria #6 - It incorporates el-
ements that help preserve and protect an area of his-
toric interest in the City of Monrovia. 
     The Monrovia City Council voted to designate the 
100 and 200 blocks of North Encinitas as a historic 
district on April 4, 2017. An interesting side note—
The house on Encinitas that prompted the move to 
historic district status, initially deemed not historic, 
was one of the 42 homes named as “contributors!” 

Homes in the 300 block of Wildrose Avenue 

A few of the homes that are located in the 100 block of 
north Encinitas Avenue 
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She would be widowed in 1951 with three children to 
support. 
     On the very last day of her first year at Huntington 
School, Almera was surprised when she entered her 
class and all the students rose. Their spokesperson, 
David, presented her with perfume and a bouquet of 
flowers. He said that the class wanted to salute the 
first teacher who had loved and truly helped them. A 
side note of interest is that in that fifth grade was a 
little 10-year old girl named Mimi Martin. After the 
Monrovia race riots in the 1960s, Mimi Martin Mency 
would become the first African-American school 
board member in Monrovia in 1972. 
     Almera became principal of Huntington School in 
1949. This was also the year that the school accept-
ed its only White student, Almera’s 6-year old. After 
World War II, the African-American population in 
Monrovia was growing significantly because con-
struction jobs and the like were available in Los An-
geles. African-American families from more rural 
backgrounds preferred Monrovia where families 
could raise chicken and vegetables, and the commu-
nity was surrounded by well-established churches 
like Shiloh AME Zion, Bethel AME, and Second Bap-
tist churches.  
     Almera and her staff may have done too good a 
job as the Monrovia elementary school remained 
segregated long after the 1947 Mendez v. Westmin-
ster and 1954 Brown v. Board of Education court de-
cisions. Perhaps the Whites, the African-Americans, 

and the Latinx residents were too complacent with 
the status quo. 
     By the 1960s, race tensions were creeping into 
Monrovia. A new superintendent and a new school 
board caused Romney to relent and take on the prin-
cipal position at Mayflower Elementary School, the 
home school of most of Monrovia’s affluent families. 
The period from 1963 to 1965 would be what histori-
an Peter Ostrye called “Monrovia’s school wars”. 
Romney retired in 1970. Monrovia schools integrated 
later that fall, and Huntington Elementary became 
Canyon Oaks High School. De facto segregation in 
Monrovia had come to an end. 

Almera Romney as principal circa 1957. Photo courtesy of 
Matthew MacArthur, Romney’s grandson. 

 
     Once again the monthly HPC meeting was held 
virtually, and six of the seven commissioners were 
present. The minutes from July 29 were approved. 
There was only one item on the agenda. 
Determination of Historical Significance for the 
three residential buildings located at 511, 513, and 
517 East Walnut Avenue. The three units, classified 
at Minimal Traditional, were built in 1944, 1948 and 
1949 and are located in what was once a formerly 
segregated neighborhood. It was felt that these units 

were not particularly good examples of this housing 
style. The staff evaluation of the properties also not-
ed that the units had vinyl windows, and there had 
been some alterations to the units. The staff’s recom-
mendation was to approve the DPR form with a sta-
tus code of 6Z (allowing demolition). Approved 6-0. 
     The only other topic on the agenda was a presen-
tation by city clerk Alice Atkins on the status of the 
2020 Census in Monrovia. To date the current re-
sponse to the census has been 71.2% (in 2010 the 
response total was 73.5%). Monrovians have until 
September 30, 2020, to have their responses record-
ed in order to count for the census. 
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     As Monrovia enters its eighth month under the 
restrictions imposed by the presence of the COVID-
19 virus, the rate of the number of daily new cases of 
the disease seems to be slowing somewhat in Mon-
rovia, as the line graph below illustrates. The total 
number of confirmed cases in the city, as of Septem-
ber 20, was 736 (since March 25). 
     Residents tired of isolating themselves at home 
may not see any improvement anytime soon, if the 
situation in other states provides an example. As 
those states that have eased restrictions, some have 
seen a resurgence in the number of cases, leading to 
stricter restrictions being re-imposed. 
     With a presidential election on the near horizon, 
the urgency to develop a vaccine that can provide a 

“herd immunity” has taken on greater importance. 
Whatever the final outcome regarding a vaccine’s 
safety and effectiveness, one thing is certain: Citi-
zens will not return to normal activities until they feel 
it is safe to do so. 
     That same principle can be applied to MOHPG 
and when it will be able to resume normal activities. 
Our members must feel secure that if/when they 
elect to attend events sponsored by MOHPG, the risk 
of exposure to the virus will be close to zero. 
     As we enter the fall/winter seasons, officials are 
still unable to determine precisely when it will be safe 
to resume our lives as they were before the virus hit. 
We can only hope that with the vast majority of peo-
ple adhering to the guidelines by wearing a mask 
when out in public, we will soon be able to carry on 
as before. 
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     A forest fire dubbed the Bobcat Fire started burn-
ing in the hills above Azusa around September 6 and 
moved westward toward the area behind Monrovia, 
creating dense smoke and hazardous breathing con-
ditions for residents of the entire San Gabriel Valley. 
Evacuation warnings were issued to the residential 
areas above Foothill Boulevard in Monrovia that kept 
the locals in those areas in a nervous state of uncer-

tainty for days as they waited to see if an evacuation 
would actually be necessary.  
     In recent years, fires in the mountains around 
Monrovia have not been uncommon. The Madison 
Fire in April 2013 and the Fish Fire in June of 2016 
both presented challenges for the fire department, 
but fortunately no Monrovia homes were lost during 
either of these events. 
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For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG web-
site                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 

Above is a rooftop view of the fire taken on September 10 
from the 200 block of Myrtle Avenue. At night the sky 
glowed deep red and gave the impression that the fire was 
much closer than it actually was, much to the consternation 
of residents. They spent several sleepless nights awaiting 
word to evacuate and hoping it would never happen. 
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October 
 28  Wed  Historic Preservation Commission meeting (virtual), 7:30 pm 
November 
 3  Tues  Election Day - Be sure to vote! 
 11  Wed  Veterans Day 
 26  Thurs  Thanksgiving 
 
December 
 21  Monday Winter begins 
 25  Friday  Christmas Day 


