first opened, Harry L. Bain ran the auto shop and
Malcolm M. Miller operated the gas station. By 1934
It sits on the northwest corner of Shamrock and the gas station operation had been taken over by
Walnut Avenues, along what used to be the original John Biasotti and at that point it also included a
path of Route 66 through Monrovia (The route store, ran by his sister, Mary Purbaugh. During World
through Monrovia was changed in the early 1930s War II the garage portion of the building was not
and now travels entirely along Huntington Drive). used for auto repair but served as a warehouse for
the Holly Heel Company.
In 1948, after the war ended, Howard Henson restarted
operation of the garage, and it
was then known as Henson’s
Garage. It was at this time that
the original gas pumps were
replaced with Bennett pumps
which are the ones standing
there today. Delmar Leist went
to work for Howard in 1952,
and when Howard retired in
1969, Delmar took over the
business. It was then called
Del’s Auto Repair.
Dale Smith went to work for
Delmar
about
that
time
(Delmar was his uncle) but left
when he wasn’t getting enough
hours of work. He returned in
1972 when Delmar needed
Although undated, this postcard of the gas station, on the former Route 66 path
help. Dale purchased the repair
through Monrovia, shows the exterior of the station as it exists today. The path of
shop business from his aunt in
Route 66 through Monrovia was changed in the early 1930s and now travels
January, 1983, and renamed it
down Huntington Drive instead of along Shamrock.
Dale’s Auto Service. Ownership
of the complex, however, remained in the Biasotti
Mention the gas station on Shamrock and everyone family until October, 1985, when Dale purchased the
in town knows to what you are referring – it is one of entire property. He closed the garage operation a
the more iconic structures within the city.
few years ago.
While many residents are at least familiar with the
Dale has been a member of MOHPG since 2011,
exterior look of the building, few know the history of but suffered a stroke in 2015 and passed away in
its existence or how the buildings were used. Origi- April, 2018. His longtime dream, along with
nally built in 1927, the gas station also included an
(con’t on page 7)
auto repair service located on the premises. When it
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MOHPG member Susie Ling, a frequent contributor
to this newsletter (see her most recent article on Monrovia’s libraries .on page 5), has just completed her
third in-depth historical narrative, this one entitled,
Monrovia’s Asian American History. Her previous treatises (Recuedos de Monrovia: History of Mexican
Americans and History of African Americans in Monrovia, CA) have documented areas of Monrovia’s history
that have long been overlooked. Through research
and speaking with family members, Susie has been
able to highlight the positive impact of minorities to the
history of the city.
Susie, who is an Associate Professor of History at
Pasadena City College, is to be commended for her
contributions to the continuing history of Monrovia.
On September 1, the 101th person participated in
the MOHPG walking tour of downtown Monrovia. The
tour was started several years ago and is held several
times a year, usually on the first Saturday of the
month. If you have not yet taken the tour, it is an excellent way to learn about the history of the city in which
you live. Check the MOHPG website for dates for future walking tours.

Charles Perry

Tour Chair
Ami Perry

One position open

Historian
Steve Baker
■ ■ ■
NON-BOARD POSITIONS
Legal Adviser
Darrell Brooke

Emails
John Zuk

The MOHPG Board of Directors meets the first Sunday of each month except August at 10 a.m. All members are welcome to attend. Contact Jim Wigton or any
board member for meeting location.
MOHPG is a 501(c)(3) non-profit California corporation. Donations and membership dues may be tax deductible; consult your tax adviser.

Board members Charlie and Ami Perry welcomed
two new members of their family during the summer.
They are the proud parents of two baby girls, Britton (4
lbs 3 oz) and Brynn (4 lbs 11 oz), making four children
in all.
This is the first time MOHPG board members have
been blessed with newly born children while serving
on the board, thus making this event a bit more newsworthy. The twin girls were born a bit early but finally
came home from the hospital at the end of August.
We wish the Perry family smooth sailing and not
too many sleepless nights!

■ ■ ■
Staff
Jim Wigton
Susie Ling

NEWSLETTER

The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
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It was back in March 2006 that MOHPG first visited the E Waldo Ward Ranch in Sierra Madre. In Oc- WHEN: Saturday, October 13, 2018
tober we will be making a return trip for those who TIME: 10:30 am
were unable to go the first time and for new members WHERE: E Waldo Ward Ranch, 273 E. Highland,
Sierra Madre
we have acquired since then who might be interested
in this unique business located in the city next door.
Join us for an approximate one hour tour of the facility. Products of the ranch will be available for purIn 1891 Edwin Waldo Ward Sr. moved to Sierra chase at the end of the tour.
Madre with a dream to make English style marmalade. He purchased 10 acres of land from the town’s DIRECTIONS: From Monrovia take Foothill Blvd
founder, Nathaniel Carter, and a few years later add- west to the city of Sierra Madre, turn right on Baldwin
ed 20 more acres to give him a total of 30 acres. Avenue. Go past Sierra Madre Blvd, then turn right on
About that time an English friend of his was traveling Highland Avenue.
to Spain, and Ward gave him the money to purchase
two orange trees of the type needed to produce his
marmalade (They became the stock for a grove that
eventually numbered over 600 trees). The original
two trees still survive although they are no longer on
the ranch (The ranch today encompasses only
around 2.5 acres).
In 1915 Ward retired from his salesman job and
began experimenting with a recipe to make the marmalade, and by 1918 he had a recipe with which he
was satisfied. He began production of the marmalade, and for years it was the only one served on
several trains crossing America.
On the property is the canning factory which today
employs 10-15 people, many of whom have been
with the business for a long time. Other products
have been added, and the marmalade today only
comprises about 10% of the fine foods produced
here.
One thing which makes the products so desirable
is that only pure cane sugar, not corn syrup, is used.
This results in a superior flavor. In addition the marmalade is made directly from fresh citrus, not canned
Among the items produced on the ranch are various marpeel, further enhancing the taste
Operation of the ranch today is carried on by malades, jellies, and jams. The lineup of products also inmarinades and sauces, sweet pickled fruits, olives
Richard Ward, a third generation descendant of the cludes
and cherries, fruit syrups and butters, condiments, and othfounder, and Jeff Ward, a fourth generation descend- er specialty items.
ant.

We will be meeting at the ranch just before 10:30
am on Saturday, October 13. The tour begins
promptly at 10:30 and will last approximately one
hour. Afterwards visitors will have an opportunity to
wander around in the gift shop (looking for unique
Christmas presents, anyone?).
If you missed this tour last time around or would
just like to make a return visit, we hope you will join
us for this outing.
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This was the first meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission in two months, so the agenda
was full. All seven of the commissioners were present.
During the public input section, MOHPG President
Jim Wigton informed the commission of plans to install “First Houses” plaques on the 67 homes in Monrovia built before the end of 1887. A sample plaque
was circulated so the commissioners could see what
it would look like.
Application for Landmark Status for the MidCentury Modern home located at 1 Hidden Valley
Road, built in 1951 with a major addition added in
1966. Staff determined that the home met Criteria #4
and recommended approving the structure as HL
#145 with a Mills Act contract. Approved 7-0.
Application for Landmark Status for the single story Folk Victorian home located at 310 E. Lemon
Avenue. The home has been built in 1887 but in the
ensuing years had been illegally converted to a duplex with some exterior alterations. The current owner restored the home, including replacing the nonoriginal front windows with period-appropriate six-foot

1 Hidden Valley Road
1951 Mid-Century Modern

310 E. Lemon Avenue
1887 Folk Victorian

windows. Also restored were the original interior 12foot ceilings. The home meets Criteria #1 and 4. Staff
recommended designating the home as HL #146
with a Mills Act contract. Approved 7-0.
Determination of Historical Significance for 1607
S. Magnolia Avenue. The home was built in the period 1910-1930, and it is believed that the house was
moved to its present location in 1942. It has lost
many of the original aspects of integrity. Including
removal of original wood siding, windows and doors,
and trim boards. The owner plans to build a 436-unit
apartment complex on the site (Note: HPC has no
say in what can be built on a property.) Staff recommended approval of the request with a status code of
6Z. Approved by unanimous voice vote.
Determination of Historical Significance for the
home located at 340 Evergreen Avenue. The house
was constructed circa 1949, and it was judged to
have lost many of the essential physical aspects of
its original integrity. Staff recommended approval of
Page 4

the request with a status code of 6Z. Approved by
unanimous voice vote.
Determination of Historical Significance for the
residence located at 347 Highland Place. The demolition request was being made by the current owners
to facilitate the sale of the property which is 6.5 acres
(much of which is hillside). The house has been added onto several times and retains little of its original
character (built in 1909 and remodeled in 1940). Staff
recommended approval of the request with a status
code of 6Z. Approved by unanimous voice vote.
Sandy Burud of the Monrovia Legacy Project
used a slideshow to update commissioners and show
them how to access information from the library.
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by Susie Ling
In 1890, ninety-one women from Monrovia, Duarte and El Monte established the Saturday Afternoon Club, later renamed the Monrovia Woman’s
Club. These women decided to establish a local library.
By 1893, the Club successfully lobbied for Monrovia Municipal Ordinance 71 which created a $150 Opened in 1908 the Carnegie Library was Monrovia’s first
fund and a Library Board of five elected trustees to dedicated library building.
serve without salary. But there was a catch as women could not be elected but could be appointed.
Wagstaff writes,
“Therefore, in April 1894, five men were elected to the new Library Board of trustees. All
five promptly resigned, and the city appointed
five women to fill their positions. After two
years of being housed in various board members’ homes, the Library received its own
space in July of 1895.”
The city paid $2.50 per month to rent a room in the
Granite Bank Building – on the southwest corner of
Palm and Myrtle - and that was the first Monrovia Li-

This Mid-Century Modern building became the home of the
library in 1956 and served the community until 2009.

The Granite Bank Building, at the southwest corner of
Palm and Myrtle Avenues, became the first home of the
Monrovia Library.

brary’s location for the next 12 years.
In 1898 Addie Shrode became the regular librarian, with a pay of $1 for every day the Library was
opened to the community. She oversaw a collection
of 3000 books. In 1901, Monrovia fumigated their
whole collection of lending books, a common library
practice at that time to counter a fear of spreading
diseases. (In the early 20th century, scarlet fever,
small pox, and tuberculosis were of considerable
concern.) In 1906 Kittie Walters took over Addie
Shrode’s responsibilities.
Like other communities in California, Monrovia
won a grant for a dedicated library building from the
Andrew Carnegie Foundation. In February of 1905,
Mayor Walker received a letter that read in part:
“If the city agrees by resolution of council to
maintain a free public library at a cost of not
Page 5

less than $1,000 per annum and provide a
suitable site for the building, Mr. Carnegie will
be glad to give $10,000 to erect a free public
library building for Monrovia.”
On 27 January 1908, Monrovia’s Carnegie Library
opened its heavy doors. To prepare for this new
stage of the Monrovia Library, the books were once
again fumigated.
From 1907 to 1916, the first trained librarian, Ellyn
T. Hill, served Monrovia. Formerly of Rhode Island,
her starting pay was $45/month. Hill trained other
(con’t on page 6)
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(con’t from page 5)

librarians and was a member of Monrovia’s Humane
Society. It was Hill who supervised the transfer of the
collection from its room at the Granite Bank Building
to the newly completed Carnegie Library. According
to New Notes of California Librarians, one of Hill’s
student, Anne L. Crews, became the next librarian in
1916-1917 with a salary of $2942.03. She oversaw
five employees, 7785 items, and 1438 cardholders.
The Carnegie Library was demolished in 1956
and replaced on January 6, 1957 by a mid-century
modern library building with more room and technology. But space was ultimately limited and by 2000 it
became apparent that a new facility was needed.
The state of California was unwilling to contribute
the needed funds, but thanks to the passage of
Measure L, the current library – our fourth - opened
on May 16, 2009 with even more room and more
technology. With twice the space (28,500 square
feet) and 125,000 volumes, this library became Monrovia’s first U.S. Green Building Council LEED® certified facility.
Much of the above information was excerpted from
Dr. Kiri Wagstaff’s 2013 research paper entitled “The
Early History of the Monrovia Library” (http://
www.wkiri.com/slis/wagstaff-monrovia.pdf). Dr. Wagstaff is a senior researcher in artificial intelligence
and machine learning at Pasadena’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory. She holds a Ph.D. in Computer Science
from Cornell University and an M.S. in Geological
Sciences from the University of Southern California.
An active Monrovian, Dr. Wagstaff volunteers for Librarians Without Borders.





Cleve & Gloria Crudgington
Hal Leavens

The MOHPG board met September 9 with only six
of the eleven members present.
Current membership stands at 233 households, the
highest it has been in many years. Helen Falco stated
that 48% of the members will need to renew for next
year.
Financials were sent by email to the board. CD rates
are improving so we may be moving our CDs when
they next mature.
So far 54 people have RSVP’d for the earthquake
workshop.On October 13 we will be visiting the E
Waldo Ward Ranch in Sierra Madre. The November 3
program will be on the Legacy Project. Next year possibilities: another Metro trip, a visit to the Shamrock
gas station.
Helen Falco volunteered her backyard for next year’s
pre-tour dinner.

So far 23 homeowner signatures have been collected
for the First Houses plaques. Several homeowners
have said they would be on tour next year.
The cost for hosting the MOHPG website has risen to
$180 per year. The board authorized $188.75 to pay
for six magazine subscriptions for the library and
$102 for the yearly post office fee. There will be no
MAFA art show this year. Newsletter costs for next
year are estimated to cost $912, most of which will be
paid through ads. The MOHPG walking tour of downtown has passed the 100 participant level. The next
walking tour will be October 6.
Eleven requests/inquiries came into the MOHPG
website since the last board meeting. Several requested historical information, and those were handled by Steve Baker.
The next board meeting will be October 7 but there
will not be a meeting in November.

Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley
Margaret Garemore
Aztec Hotel - owner Qinhan Chen
The Brooke Law Group, PC
Edie Ramirez
Joan Sullivan
Renee Bannoura
Wendy Gruber
Susanne Hayek
Nancy McGrain
Rich & Joyce Rickenbrode
For information on how YOU can become a member at the
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org
and look under Membership.
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(con’t from page 1)
with that of fellow MOHPG member and good friend
Kim Anderson, was to create a filling station museum
with a Route 66 theme, a place where Route 66 aficionados might gather. Unfortunately, it was a dream
left unfulfilled. Dale’s widow Debbie currently has
plans to put the complex on the market in the spring
of 2019, with the hope that a potential buyer might
pursue Dale’s dream.
Something to look forward to: There is a good
possibility that MOHPG members will get a chance to
see the interior of the building before spring.
Much of the information for this article came from a
MOHPG members Dale Smith (left) and Kim Anderson
hand-written page on which Dale Smith wrote the pose outside the gas station where they kept many of the
ownership record of the gas station. Photos shown Route 66 memorabilia they had collected over the years.
here as well as others were supplied by Kim Anderson, a MOHPG member and good friend of Dale’s.

Before moving his garage to Shamrock after WWII, Howard Henson (shown at the right in this photo) had a gas
station. On Myrtle Avenue, just south of Olive.
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Dale Smith, in addition to being an auto mechanic, was a
collector of vintage items and much of the available space
at the Shamrock gas station was used to store his collections. A dream to create a museum at the location never
quite materialized.
Photo Courtesy of Debbie Smith
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Sat
Sun
Sat

Sat

Walking Tour of Downtown Monrovia, 10 am. Cost $5/person.
Meet at the SE corner of Palm and Myrtle Avenues.
MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
MOHPG members will visit the E Waldo Ward Ranch in Sierra Madre
for a one hour tour starting at 10:30 am.
Details on page 3.

Sun
Sun
Thurs

Presentation by the Monrovia Legacy Project. To be held at
317 Heather Heights Court.
Daylight Savings Time ends at 2 am
Veterans Day
Thanksgiving Day

Sun
Tues

MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
Christmas
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