
      

 
     The 100th anniversary of Route 66 (coming in 
2026) may be a long way off for some, but it is fore-
front in the minds of others. Why? The road that 
eventually wound its way 2,448 miles across eight 
states from Chicago to Santa Monica was more than 
just a road. It was a destination in and of itself. Just 
ask MOHPG member Vicky Hansen who in late 
June/early July of 2018 traveled for three weeks 
along the historic road from Chicago to Santa Monica 
with a friend, the culmination of a lifelong ambition. 
Her most amazing observation of the trip? The num-
ber of Europeans who were also making the journey 
along this iconic stretch of Americana. It would seem 
that the draw of nostalgia for this truly American 
roadway knows no boundaries and is indeed univer-
sal in its appeal. It is no wonder that people continue 
to travel the road despite the fact that it no longer 

officially exists except in people’s imaginations. 
     When Route 66 was dedicated on November 
11,1926, it started in Chicago and ended at 7th and 
Broadway in downtown Los Angeles. It was a dec-
ade later that the terminus was extended to Santa 
Monica, ending at the corner of Olympic and Lincoln 
Boulevards. It 1959 the Penguin Coffee Shop was 
located at that corner and was replaced by Mel’s 
Drive-In in 2018. In a nod to the former occupant, 
Mel’s Drive-In kept the penguin sign out front, and a  
                         (con’t on page 6) 
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A number of these historic markers can be found along 
Huntington Drive in Monrovia, designating the path of 
Route 66 through the town. However, originally the route 
through Monrovia traveled along Shamrock Avenue and 
Foothill Boulevard before it was changed in 1933. 

One of the more unusual stops along the old historic 
Route 66 is Elmer’s Bottle Tree Ranch, just outside Vic-
torville in California. 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

 

     On Saturday, October 5, I gave a keynote address 
to those in attendance at the Upland Heritage Restora-
tion Workshop, held in a private home in Upland. The 
topic for my presentation? “Don’t Be a Remuddler” It 
was an opportunity to speak to all the wrongs commit-
ted by people owning vintage homes, many of which 
are innocent transgressions, committed by those not 
yet versed in the finer points of restoration. It was this 
very concept of sharing information, “networking,” to 
learn about caring for older homes that led to the for-
mation of MOHPG back in 1980. 
     I was pleased with the chance to not just share 
some of the knowledge that I have acquired over the 
40+ years I have owned and worked on Craftsman 
homes (two of them). It was also an occasion to net-
work with another preservation group, something we 
do all too little of.  
     In early November I will also serve as a judge for 
the Upland Heritage grant program which, like the pro-
gram MOHPG ran for 20 years, aims to assist vintage 
homeowners with the financial challenges of tackling 
restoration projects. 
      

     Membership Chair Helen Falco will be sending out 
membership renewals in October to those whose 
membership expires at the end of 2019. This was 
something she initiated in 2018 as a way to get out the 
information prior to the onset of the holiday season. 
We hope you will take the opportunity to renew now so 
that it doesn’t slip your mind. Approximately 96 of our 
members (or 46%) will need to renew this year. 
     We want to remind you of the option to renew for 5 
years, getting one year free, as a way to avoid the 
yearly hassle of renewing and to make it easier on our 
membership chair. Often times Helen needs to send 
out multiple reminders, so renewing for 5 years simpli-
fies the process for everyone. 
     If you choose to renew at the Supporter or Heritage 
Circle levels of membership, your name will appear on 
our website and in each newsletter (see the box on 
page 7). 
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     MOHPG members are invited to a presentation on 
the history of “taps,” the bugle call used by the United 
States Armed Forces since the time of the Civil War. 
The program will be presented on Saturday, Novem-
ber 2, at 1 pm at the home of Michael and Janene 
Khanchalian, 320 Melrose Avenue. The home is a 
landmarked 1925 Chicago Bungalow. 
    The presenters for this talk will be Dr. Gary Thom-
as Scott and Sheldon Gordon. Dr. Scott retired from 
Long Beach City College and was the Director of 
bands at the college for more than 10 years. He 
presently musical director and church cantor at St. 
Anthony’s Catholic Church.  
     Sheldon Gordon plays in the Band of the Califor-
nia Battalion and is one of its founding members. He 
spent most of his career in the field of computer sci-
ence and broadcast systems engineering. 
     Because this special piece of music has played 
such an important part in our military and American 
tradition, it behooves everyone to have a clearer un-
derstanding of its history. We hope you will be able to 
join us for this interesting and informative talk. 
     Refreshments will be served. 

         

WHEN: Saturday, November 2, 2018 
TIME: 1 pm 
LOCATION: 320 Melrose Ave, Monrovia 
 
Learn about the true origin and history of the musical 
tradition of “taps” and how it came to play such an 
important part in the military tradition of the United 
States. This is an event you surely will not want to 
miss. 
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     On Tuesday, October 1, the City Council affirmed 
the Historic Preservation Commission’s recommen-
dations and made official the designation of two 
more homes as local landmarks. 
     The 1912 Craftsman Bungalow located at 168 N. 
Encinitas Avenue within the North Encinitas Historic 
District met criteria #4 and was designated as Histor-

ic Landmark #151 with a Mills Act contract. (A struc-
ture needs meet only one of the seven criteria to be-
come a landmark.) 
     A 1903 Folk Victorian at 324 W. Palm Ave, a sin-
gle story home that has remained in the same family 
since its construction, also met criteria #4 and be-
comes Historic Landmark #152. It will not have a 
Mills Act contract as there would be no financial ben-
efit since the home has only belonged to one family. 

168 N. Encinitas Ave 
1912 Craftsman Bungalow 

Historic Landmark #151 

324 W. Palm Ave 
1903 Folk Victorian 

Historic Landmark #152 

 
     Today more and more people are doing their 
shopping online, and now you can do so while at the 
same time benefiting MOHPG. MOHPG is currently 
part of the Amazon Smile program and receives 
0.5% of all purchases made by MOHPG members 
who have signed up, designating MOHPG as the 
charitable organization entitled to receive this benefit. 
     How do you sign up? Simply go to 
smile.amazon.com. If you already have an account 
with Amazon, sign in. Then at the prompt for charita-
ble organization, type in “Monrovia Historic Preserva-
tion Group” and then confirm. That’s it! 
     Then, when you plan on making a purchase on 
Amazon, us smile.amazon.com instead of ama-
zon.com. All products are exactly the same and your 
checkout procedure in conducted in the same man-

ner. The only difference is that Amazon will then au-
tomatically send the appropriate funds to MOHPG.  
     Currently, only a handful of people have signed 
up. For fiscal year September 2018—August 22019, 
MOHPG received $75.72. Imagine the benefit to 
MOHPG if everyone signed up! 
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     The drinking fountain that sits inside the granite 
enclosure at the southeast corner of Library Park and 
presented to the city in 1909 by the Farmer’s Club, 
has been replaced with one that now works. While 
different than what was originally in place (a water 
spigot was set in concrete between the supporting 
granite pillars), the replacement seems fitting for the 
over century old structure. In fact the city sought out 
the opinion of the MOHPG Board prior to ordering 
the new fountain, and the board gave its whole heart-
ed approval. 
     The next time you are walking in that area of 
downtown, give the fountain a try! 

Prior to the construction in 1925 of the Aztec Hotel at the 
corner of Magnolia and White Oak (now Foothill Boule-
vard) Avenues, there stood the home of William A. Chess. 
Chess and his brother Ed opened a real estate office in 
1887. He served as a cashier at the First National Bank, 
Monrovia’s first bank, located at the southwest corner of 

Myrtle and Orange (now Colorado Boulevard) Avenues 
and retired from the bank after working there for thirty-five 
years. He played a prominent role in the early develop-
ment of the city.  
This picture of the house was taken in 1920. 
                 Photo Courtesy of the Monrovia Legacy Project 
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                             (con’t from page 1) 
 
sign on the sidewalk at the entrance to the restaurant 
notes that this location was the official ending of 
Route 66. 
     Over the years Route 66 went by many names. It 
got the title “The Mother Road” from John Stein-
beck’s account of western migration in his Pulitzer 
Prize-winning book, The Grapes of Wrath, published 
in 1939. Will Rogers, the famous stage and motion 
picture actor, vaudeville performer, cowboy, humor-
ist, newspaper columnist, and social commentator 
from Oklahoma was instrumental in promoting Route 
66 through his syndicated newspaper column. So in 
1952 the U.S. Highway 66 Association dubbed the 
road the “Will Rogers Highway.” It was also known as 
“The Road of Dreams,” “America’s Main Street” or 
“Main Street of America,” and “America’s Most Fa-
mous Highway.” 

     The idea of “manifest destiny”, which was coined 
in 1845, expressed the idea that United States set-
tlers were destined to expand across the North 
American continent. And because Route 66 was the 
main artery to the West in the early part of the 20th 
century, it became inextricably linked to the expan-
sion and migration of Americans. This was the road 
the “Okies” (a term often used in contempt) from Ok-
lahoma drove to escape the devastation of the Dust 
Bowl in the 1930s. Over a million of them headed 
westward, using Route 66 to reach the promise of 
farm labor jobs in California’s Central Valley. 

     Because the route no longer officially exists, there 
are some parts of the former path that are virtually 
impossible to follow.  Preservations groups have at-
tempted to save many of the old motels and signs 
along the historic route in an effort to help preserve 
history and because of the continued interest of 
those who remember its heyday. With the 100th an-
niversary of the establishment of this highway com-
ing in 2026, it is quite likely that that interest will only 
increase in the coming years. 
     The powerful and ongoing nostalgia for Route 66 
has continued for the many decades since the road 
was decommissioned in 1985. That so many people 
continue the challenge of traveling along the historic 
route is a testament to the strong hold that the road 
had, and continues to have, on the imagination of 
Americans and others. 

The official end of Route 66 is located at the corner of Lin-
coln and Olympic Boulevards in Santa Monica, California.  
A sign on the sidewalk at the entrance to Mel’s Drive-In 
restaurant proclaims that fact to interested passers by. The 
penguin on the restaurant sign is a nod the the penguin 
Café which formerly sat on this site. 

This map shows the path that Route 66 took as it passed 
through California. 
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     A meeting of the MOHPG Board took place on 
Sunday, October 6, at 10 am. Four members of the 
board were absent. Minutes from September were 
not approved as the secretary was absent. 
 

     Current membership stands at 211 households. 
Helen Falco will be sending out renewal notices (96 
households need to renew) in October as was done 
last year. 
 

     The earthquake workshop held on September 14 
had an attendance of 47 and cost MOHPG a total of 
$183.31. The next MOHPG program which will be on 
the history of taps will be presented at the Khanchali-
ans on Saturday, November 2, at 1 pm. The board is 
looking for a location to hold its February potluck din-
ner next February. The Duarte Museum is having a 
special event on October 20 involving the showing of 
rare photos from 1863. 
 

     Janie Gallandat will be presenting to the board the 
tour prices charged by other home tours in the area, 
probably at the next meeting. The board is contem-
plating a price increase for the 2020 home tour. 
 

     The board checked with Dan Ryan, and we still do 
not have a buyer for the baby grand piano. Members 
of the board were each given a corporate binder to 
keep copies of the bylaws, incorporation papers, 
minutes, etc. The board will also consider adopting a 
conflict of interest policy at the next meeting. 
 

     Next year MOHPG will be celebrating its 40th 
year, and board members were asked to consider in 
what way we should observe the occasion. The DIY 
TV program restored is looking to film restoration of 
three Monrovia vintage homes. An email was sent to 
members last month setting down the conditions and 
what a homeowner should do if interested in applying 
to be one of the homes. One House by Hand book 
was ordered through the website, and it has been 
sent to the purchaser. The full page that MOHPG will 
have in the winter edition of Monrovia Today was 
sent to the city in September. A copy was passed 
around to the board. The board received an inquiry 
from a Monrovia resident and staff member at Pasa-
dena Heritage regarding the construction of apart-
ments at the corner of Myrtle and Chestnut Avenues. 
A house that is part of the North Encinitas Historic 
District (not a contributor) was up for sale and had 
residents concerned about what might be done with it 

after it sells. The board will be looking into the possi-
bility of asking the city to require realtors selling Mon-
rovia vintage homes to disclose certain city policies 
regarding demolition, alteration, etc. to help avoid 
any misunderstandings about what is allowed. 
 

     The board received through its website the follow-
ing inquiries: help requested to locate candidates for 
the proposed filming of Restored TV episodes; a 
member wanted help to obtain minutes from a HPC 
meeting back in 2009, and a question about whether 
a Ford repair/dealership was located where the Sub-
way restaurant is now situated on Foothill Boulevard. 
 

     The next dates for board meetings are November 
3 and December 1. Members are welcome to attend 
board meetings. 
 

   

Darrell Brooke 
Frank & Tammy Guarino 

Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 
Hal Leavens 

John & Megan Ferrell 
Nancy McGrain 

 

Vicky Hansen 
Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley 

Wendy Gruber 
Susanne Hayek 

Rich & Joyce Rickenbrode 
 

 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 
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MOHPG 
P.O. Box 734 
Monrovia, CA   91017 
 
www.mohpg.org 
 
Address Correction Requested 

 
November 
 2  Sat  MOHPG program on taps, 1 pm. Details on page 3 of this newsletter. 
 3  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 3  Sun  Daylight Savings Time ends; set clocks back one hour. 
 5  Tues  Special local election - Measure K. 7 am - 8 pm. VOTE!! 
 11  Mon  Veteran’s Day 
 28  Thurs  Thanksgiving 
 
December 
 1  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 21  Sat  First day of winter 
 25  Wed  Christmas 
 31  Tues  New Year’s Eve 
 
January 
 1  Wed  New Year’s Day - Welcome to 2020! 


