
by Jim Wigton 
 
     Members of MOHPG as well as many residents of the 
Monrovia community are very familiar with 
city historian Steve Baker and his amaz-
ing recall ability when it comes to local 
history. Having lived in Monrovia almost 
his entire life (as to his age, we’re not go-
ing there!), his familiarity with people and 
past events coupled with an extraordinary 
memory enable him to answer most any 
question about most everything that has 
happened in town since it was founded 
back in 1886.  
     If you have been around Steve for any 
length of time as I have, you have proba-
bly witnessed his remarkable recall skills 
firsthand. It is not uncommon for someone 
to begin to ask Steve about a particular 
house in town and before they can even 
finish describing the home, Steve has al-
ready begun reciting the house style, the 
year it was built, the first owners, where 
they came from, etc. It is the reason why 
he is the go-to guy for local knowledge 
and why the city relies on him for the final 
word on any historical fact. 
     A recent inquiry that came through the 
MOHPG website will perhaps provide a 
clearer example of just impressive his 
abilities are.  A query came in last August 
11 from Bill Bailey in Alaska wanting to 
know some information about a Winches-
ter rifle he had in his possession. It seems 
that when he removed the butt plate of the 
rifle, he found an incomplete name 
(James C. Po…), a Monrovia address, 
and a date of 1953. Could we provide any 
additional information? 
     I forwarded the request to Steve one 
hour after the inquiry was received. He  

responded four hours later with the following: 
        It is probable that the Winchester belonged to James 
C. Past (1878-1964), who brought his family to Southern 
California circa 1927 from Minnesota.  While I could not 

find a record of James C. Past and his wife 
Frances living at 202 W. Cypress, I did find 
them living in multiple locations in both 
Monrovia and Arcadia.  Since their address 
changed with some frequency, I am as-
suming that they rented for a number of 
years prior to purchasing 710 E. Wildrose 
in Monrovia.  James worked at a number of 
occupations prior to retiring.  At one time 
he and Frances were caretakers for the 
Women's Club of Monrovia.  Frances sur-
vived James by a number of years, dying 
in 1982 at the age of 100. 
      John and Frances' son, Howard John 
Past (1909-1993), was for a number of 
years the president of Rosedale Nurseries, 
Inc. 
      John and Frances' grandson, John 
Howard Past (1942-), was in my class at 
Monrovia-Duarte High School.  He was 
living in the Miami area some twenty years 
ago.  I checked the list of email addresses 
for my classmates, but could not find a list-
ing for John. 
      Three generations of the Past family 
are buried at Live Oak Memorial 
Park:  Margaret M. Rowan Past, her chil-
dren, John C. Past and Lulu Past Rackliffe, 
and her grandson, Howard J. Past, togeth-
er with their respective spouses.  Margaret 
Past's husband died in a house fire in 1884 
in Minnesota. 
     Needless to say, Bill Bailey was delight-
ed to receive this information, especially 
because it was delivered so promptly, and 
Steve once again demonstrated his re-
search prowess and  the unique role he 
occupies in the community.  
     Well done, Steve! 
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(Above) Bill Bailey, a resident 
of Alaska, with the Winchester 
rifle in question. 
(Below) Once the butt plate 
was removed, there was infor-
mation about a Monrovia resi-
dent who once owned the rifle. 



 

 

Page 2        www.mohpg.org       November 2018 

 

by Jim Wigton 
 

     Over the past several months, board member Hel-
en Falco has been  making suggestions for ways to 
increase our membership. As a result of her efforts, we 
have adopted a revised mission statement and a tag 
line and are consider-
ing other ways to im-
prove the “brand.” 
     Helen was guided 
in her work by a mem-
bership document cre-
ated by a team of 
MOHPG members in 
2014 (Sandy Burud, 
Betty Sandford, Mar-
gie Totten, Edna 
Teller, Vicky Hansen, 
Rena Delgado, and 
Ellen Dougher). That 
document  contained over 30 pages of proposals of 
ways MOHPG might better represent itself to the com-
munity and thus indirectly help increase our member-
ship. 
   Using that document as a basis, Helen has submit-
ted to the board a number of options and several are 
still under consideration, including changing/altering 
the MOHPG logo. 
     Thanks, Helen, for all your hard work! 
 

     Speaking of Helen Falco, by the time you receive 
this newsletter, renewal notices will have been sent 
out to all those households (112) that are up for re-
newal for 2019. We strongly encourage members to 
renew for 5 years as you get one year free and you 
won’t have to deal with renewing each of those years. 
     More and more households are taking advantage of 
this offer, and it’s a win-win for both sides. We also 
would like to reiterate the special categories of renewal 
- Heritage Circle and Supporter levels. For both of 
these levels your name will be included in every news-
letter and on the home page of the website (see the 
bottom of page 5 of this newsletter). 
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     Sandy Burud and Steve Baker, two members of 
the Monrovia Legacy Project (Louise Robertson is 
the third) will be making a special presentation to 
MOHPG members concerning the information that is 
now available online at the Monrovia Library and 
ways in which that information can be accessed 
online and used. The Legacy Project was authorized 
to undertake three years’ work by the City Council to 
digitize thousands of photographs and documents, 
thus making them accessible to the community 
online through the library website. 
     The majority of that work has been completed and 
the information can now be accessed by residents on 

their home computer. The purpose of this program is 
to help members navigate the collection of over 5000 
photographs and numerous documents. 
     In addition you will be able to see the inside of the 
Minimal Traditional home that was scheduled to be 
on the 2018 Historic Homes Tour but had to be with-
drawn two weeks before the tour due to an extensive 
water leak that had damaged a good portion of the 
home which had recently undergone a complete res-
toration. Those repairs have now been completed so 
you will be able to see the results of the owners’ res-
toration efforts. 
     Houses built in the mid-20th century are finally 
receiving their due as examples of housing styles 
common throughout the United States. Therefore, it 
is appropriate that we should also recognize these as 
contributing elements of our history. 

         

WHEN: Saturday, November 3, 2018 
TIME: 1 pm 
LOCATION: 317 Heather Heights Court, Monrovia 
 
Members will get a closer look at the photos and doc-
uments now posted on the website of the Monrovia 
Public Library by the Monrovia Legacy Project. Point-
ers will be given on how to access that information. 

This 1940 Minimal Traditional  will be the location for the 
November program. It was scheduled to be part of the 
2018 Historic Homes Tour when a significant water leak 

two weeks before the tour rendered the house unlivable. 
Repairs have been made, so you will now have the oppor-
tunity to view the remodeled interior at its best. 
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     The Monrovia Legacy Project of Sandy Burud, 
Louise Robertson, and Steve Baker has completed 
most of their work in converting thousands of photo-
graphs and documents into digital form that can final-
ly be accessed on the Monrovia Public Library web-
site (https://cityofmonrovia.pastperfectonline.com/). It 
is now possible for researchers, local historians, and, 
yes, YOU to access this information from the comfort 
of your home computer. 
     While the collection does not contain vintage pho-
tographs of all the older homes in Monrovia (there 
are some included) nor architects/builders of those 
homes, it does make available for the first time the 
information that we do have. Regrettably, a lot of in-
formation sought by homeowners about their home’s 
history simply does not exist anywhere. Records 
were not kept like they are today. In fact building per-
mits in Monrovia were not even required until 1911. 
     The MOHPG monthly program being held on No-
vember 3 will attempt to present to members the 
kinds of information that are available and how you 
can access it. In case you are unable to attend this 
program, a sampling of photographs from the library 
website have been included to help whet your appe-
tite.  (con’t on page 7) 

 

A Hearty Welcome  

to our Newest Members 

 

Rich and Joyce Rickenbrode 
 

Shaun Thurman/Jenny Devine 

This 1915 photo shows the second train depot in Monrovia, 
a wooden structure located close by where the Gold Line 
Station is today. Currently, the site is occupied by the third 
train depot, a Spanish Colonial Revival building construct-
ed in 1926. A recent restoration effort, completed in Febru-
ary 2018, was awarded a Preservation design Award 
(Rehabilitation category) by the California Preservation 
Foundation in July 2018. 

The first bank of Monrovia, the First National Bank, was 
located at the SW corner of Myrtle Avenue and Colorado 
Boulevard. This 1910 photo shows the ornate interior with 
its teller windows and high ceiling. 

True-blue Monrovians have a legitimate claim to saying 
that the first McDonalds was located in Monrovia. The 
McDonald brothers, Richard and Maurice, had this ham-
burger stand at the Monrovia airport, just south of Hunting-
ton Drive. However, it was not called McDonalds until later 
when the brothers moved the stand to San Bernardino in 
the late 1930s. 

https://cityofmonrovia.pastperfectonline.com/
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     Much as did the first workshop held last year, the 
second annual earthquake workshop, co-sponsored 
by MOHPG and the Monrovia Fire Department drew 
a large and appreciative audience on Saturday, Sep-
tember 22. There were 45 attendees who had 
RSVP’d ahead of time to reserve a spot. The work-
shop lasted just over three hours, and everyone left 

with suggestions about how to better prepare for an 
event considered by many to be inevitable. 
     Tables were set up in the Community Room of the 
library for representatives from the American Red 
Cross, Southern California Gas Company, CERT 

(Community Emergency Response Team), the LA 
County Office of Emergency Management, and Won-
der Dog Ranch. In addition, the fire department had 
arranged for the earthquake trailer to be stationed in 
front of the library to give participants the adrenaline 
rush of being in a confined space during a simulated 
earthquake. 
     The guest speaker from last year repeated again 
for this workshop. Margaret Vinci, from the California 
Institute of Technology, spoke for over an hour about 
all matters relating to earthquakes and how people 
can prepare and be ready for an earthquake before, 
during, and after one hits. She had many tidbits to 
share, some of which are listed below: 
1. Most earthquake damage comes as a result of 

fire following the quake. 
2. Somewhere in the world there is at least one 7.0 

earthquake each day. 
3. Most U.S. earthquakes occur in Alaska. 
4. Earthquakes are not affected by weather. 
5. The last large earthquake event in California oc-

curred in 1857—it was a 7.9 earthquake. 
6. There are over 300 known faults in Southern Cal-

ifornia, 24 of which are capable of large damag-
ing earthquakes. 

7. The longest recorded earthquake lasted 15 
minutes. Northridge in 1994 lasted 14 seconds. 

 

Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 
Hal Leavens 

 

Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley 
Margaret Garemore 

Aztec Hotel - owner Qinhan Chen 
The Brooke Law Group, PC 

Edie Ramirez 
Joan Sullivan 

Renee Bannoura 
Wendy Gruber 
Susanne Hayek 
Nancy McGrain 

Rich & Joyce Rickenbrode 
 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 

Margaret Vinci shares some of her expertise on how to 
cope with earthquake concerns. 

Few people consider how to care for their pets in the after-
math of a large earthquake, which is why locally-based  
Wonder Dog Ranch was represented at the workshop. 
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     The regular meeting of the Historic Preservation 
Commission scheduled for September 26 was can-
celled for lack of agenda items, but a special meeting 
was called for that same day and was held at 6 pm. 
All seven of the commissioners were present. The 
main purpose of the meeting was to provide training 
for the commissioners on how to use the Citywide 
Historic Context Statement that was completed back 
in April of this year and adopted by the City Council 
shortly thereafter. Present at the meeting was Shan-
non Davis from ASM Affiliates, Inc. whose company 
drafted the context statement. 
     The main challenge for the commissioners when 
evaluating a property is whether or not the correct 
contexts have been applied. Questions needing to 
be answered are, Does the house still have integrity? 
and Does the house still retain most of its character 
defining features? 

     Ms. Davis then showed pictures of several Mon-
rovia homes and led commissioners through a dis-
cussion of whether or not each home was landmark-
able based on the architectural features. 
     The second part of the meeting revolved around 
the Mills Act contracts that are often granted to land-
marked homes. The city currently has 138 Mills Act 
contracts in force, and they cost the city approxi-
mately $136,000 in lost revenue each year. The city 
would like recommendations from HPC about wheth-
er or not the Mills Act program should be modified. A 
sub-committee of three people  was selected (Dan 
Ryan, Sergio Jimenez, and Vicky Hansen) to explore 
all the options and come back to the HPC with rec-
ommendations. The sub-committee was given the 
following directions: 1) evaluate the City’s existing 
Mills Act Program and provide recommendations to 
ensure its financial sustainability and achievement of 
preservation goals; and 2) prioritize key initiatives for 
the long term Historic Preservation work program.  

 

     Seven of the eleven board members were present 
for this meeting. The September minutes were ap-
proved as corrected. 

Alan Morse gave the board copies of this month’s 
financial statements. There was little activity over the 
past month. Alan will be exploring rising CD rates. 

Helen Falco reported that membership now stands at 
236 households. Renewal letters will be going out 
this month. 

Lee Schamadan reminded board members of the 
October 13 visit to E Waldo Ward and the November 
3 meeting at 317 Heather heights Court. Attendance 
at the earthquake workshop was 45. Future pro-
grams are in the works. 
Tour Report 
No report. Several homes (first houses) have con-
sented to be on the 2019 home tour which will fea-
ture only first houses. 

Sandy Burud is helping with contacting “First Hous-

es” owners by mail. Of the 67 homes, 29 have signed 
permission to install plaques. Board members voted 
to eliminate two houses from consideration as they 
have been “remuddled” too much to be considered 
as historic. Three extra 1887 plaques will be ordered. 

Three people attended the October 6 walking tour. 
The board voted to pay the $756 insurance premium 
for the coming year. 
The board then spent about an hour and a half dis-
cussing a proposed “wallet card” and changes to the 
MOHPG logo. Also discussed was a rewording of the 
MOHPG brochure. When brochures and letterhead 
stationery are re-ordered, the appropriate changes 
will be incorporated into the designs. 

Several inquiries were received over the past month, 
including three follow-ups to the earthquake work-
shop, a request to purchase a motor tour, a realtor 
selling a Victorian home, and a couple interested in 
buying a Craftsman home in town. 
Adjournment 
There will not be a board meeting in November, so 
the next board meeting won’t be until December 2. 
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                              (con’t from page 4) 

Pictures of some of the early Monrovia homes can be 
found in the collection, especially if someone of note lived 
there. This home was built at 219 N. Myrtle Avenue, at the 
SW corner of Myrtle and Oaks Avenues. It was owned by 
G. O. Monroe, a son of Monrovia’s founder William N. 
Monroe. The home is still standing at this location although 
it is surrounded by a single-story apartment complex, is 
barely visible from the street, and has been altered. 

MOHPG is well-acquainted with the Farmers Club drinking 
fountain in Library Park that was a gift to the city in 1909. 
In August 2013, an errant automobile severely damaged 
the structure, and MOHPG volunteers stepped in to pro-
vide the labor to re-install the roof. In this vintage photo, it 
can be noticed that the space between the two sides of 
granite columns was actually solid. It is likely that the mid-
dle section was removed to allow for repairs/replacement 
of the drinking fountain in the center. 

Schools (and for that matter churches) played an important 
role in the community from the very beginning. (Top) The 
Orange Avenue School was constructed in 1887 and was 
located at the SE corner of Mayflower and Orange 
(Colorado today) Avenues. It was designed by architect 
Luther Blair. The first high school class starting meeting 
upstairs in that building in 1893. Several other buildings 
were used for the high school until the current structure on 
Colorado was built in 1929. (Bottom) A common scene in-
side of an early Monrovia school classroom. 
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MOHPG 
P.O. Box 734 
Monrovia, CA   91017 
 
www.mohpg.org 
 
Address Correction Requested 

 
 

November 
 
 There is no board meeting in November 
 3  Sat  Presentation by the Monrovia Legacy Project. To be held at 
     317 Heather Heights Court. See page 3 for details. 
 6  Tues  Election Day 
 4  Sun  Daylight Savings Time ends at 2 am 
 11  Sun  Veterans Day 
 22  Thurs  Thanksgiving Day 
 28  Wed  Historic Preservation Commission meeting, 7:30 pm, City Hall 
 
December 
 2  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 21  Fri  First Day of Winter 
 25  Tues  Christmas 
 26  Wed  Historic Preservation Commission meeting, 7:30 pm, City Hall 
 
January 
 1  Tues  New Year’s Day  
. 6  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 


