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MISSION
The Monrovia Historic Preservation Group (MOHPG)
seeks to preserve Monrovia’s architectural heritage
through advocacy and actions that promote historic
preservation.

From the beginning when Monrovia started landmarking its more remarkable structures, MOHPG has
provided a partial reimbursement to homeowners for
the cost of the brass plaque required by the city to be
displayed on the structure. Over the years, that cost
has gradually crept upwards to a point where currently
it is almost $230.
At the March MOHPG board meeting, the board
voted to increase the reimbursement amount to 50%
of the current plaque cost, a percentage that was used
for the original amount of reimbursement. This way,
instead of a flat amount, the reimbursement will reflect
the current cost of the landmark plaque.
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NEWSLETTER

The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
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The month of May is local, state and national
preservation month, and as such it is an opportunity to
rediscover/honor the impact that preservation has had
on our community. While MOHPG was unable to host
a virtual tour of several of its vintage homes this May
as a way to highlight the wealth of our architectural
heritage, it is imperative that we continue to recognize
just how important that heritage is to our sense of
community.
New arrivals to the town learn to appreciate just
how special this city is, right from the beginning when
they receive a welcome visit from the self-appointed
welcoming committee of John Watson and Hal Leavens. They insure that our newest residents’ first impression is a positive one, and they have been making
their Saturday visits since 2003. It’s a simple gesture
that helps to reinforce all that is wonderful about this
historic community.
It is no accident that the town has been transformed into a place where folks want to live. That
transformation began in the 1970s as a deliberate effort to improve living conditions, and it is an effort that
continues to this day. MOHPG has played a small role
in that effort as it continues its mission to educate the
residents on the importance of restoring and maintaining its historic structures. It is this struggle that we celebrate this month.

www.mohpg.org

May 2022

MOHPG will make a return trip to visit the Lanterman House on Sunday, May 15, beginning at 2 pm.
Our last visit was over ten years ago and while it was
well attended, we have gained many new members
who may not have had the opportunity to visit this
large, spectacular home. So we have scheduled a
return outing for those who missed out the first time
and those who never got the chance.
The website for the Lanterman House provides
the following thumbnail sketch of the house:
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places,
the impressive home of Dr. Roy Lanterman and his
wife, Emily, is now owned by the City of La Cañada
Flintridge and maintained and administered by the
non-profit Lanterman Historical Museum Foundation.
The home, covering about 11,500 square feet, including the basement, was the first totally reinforced
concrete home built west of the Mississippi River. It
was designed by architect Arthur Haley in 1915 and
features a U-shaped Mexican Colonial hacienda design with a fountain courtyard in the middle, pergolas
with plantings on all sides of the house, and English
Arts and Crafts design elements throughout.
Visitors can only visit the interior of the home as
part of a tour. Groups are kept small to make it easier
for people to hear the tour guide and enable everyone to view the rooms easily. Therefore, it will be
necessary for MOHPG members wishing to attend to
RSVP no later than May 1 to indicate whether they
would like to attend. The cost of the tour is $5 per
person or $3 for those 65 or older. Tours last approximately one hour.
If you would like to attend, email MOHPG at
mohpg1980@gmail.com. You will receive a confirmation of your reservation.

DIRECTIONS: The Lanterman House is located at
4420 Encinas Drive, La Cañada Flintridge. It is 15
miles from Monrovia so allow one half hour to get
there. Take the 210 Fwy west, then stay to the right
on the 210 when the freeway splits just past Pasadena into the 134 Fwy. Take exit 20 (CA-2/Angeles
Crest Hwy), then turn left over the freeway. Turn right
on Verdugo Blvd, then left onto Encinas Dr. The
house is on the left. There is a small parking lot next
to the house.





WHEN: Sunday, May 15, 2022
TIME: 2-4 pm
LOCATION: Lanterman House, 4420 Encinas Dr.
La Cañada Flintridge
It is necessary that you RSVP if you would like to attend and tour the house. You must do so no later than
May 1 by emailing you name and the number in
your party to mohpg1980@gmail.com. You will receive a confirmation email for you attendance.
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by Jim Wigton - MOHPG President

It is always difficult to lose someone you care
about. Generally speaking, that means an immediate
family member or a relative, and the grief itself can
take many forms and be challenging to deal with.
In Steve’s case, his sister Susan and her family
will most keenly feel the impact of their loss, but because of Steve’s wide ranging civic involvement over
many decades his loss will also be shouldered by
those in our community and beyond who respected
and admired him.
Trying to list the many boards he served on, the
awards and recognition he received, and the contributions he made to Monrovia and its history would be
like trying to light a match underwater. Steve usually
was unable to say no, and as a result he found himself serving on multiple boards at any given time. The
demands on his time were constant and unrelenting,
but he managed to handle most of the requests that
came his way, whether it be a question from city staff
researching prior to landmarking or whether it was
from a grandchild of a former resident seeking information about a grandfather’s business in town. His
time was valuable, but he didn’t charge for it. His
memory of facts about the town’s history was legendary, but his ability to extrapolate when those facts
simply weren’t known elevated him above all others.
I can recall innumerable times standing next to
Steve when someone would approach to ask a question about a particular house in town. Before they
could finish their sentence (which almost never included the exact address), Steve would begin reciting the date of construction, the house’s architectural
style, where the original homeowners lived, why they
came to Monrovia, etc. One incident in particular is
indicative of his memory skills. Steve was asked to
comment on air for a TV program being made about
a vintage home in Monrovia being restored for the TV
series Restored. Steve had been in the house when
he was in the Cub Scouts and was able to recall from
memory descriptions and placement of furniture within the house at that time (over 70 years ago!). It was
a feat which left the production crew open-mouthed
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When a new roof was put on the Anderson House in 2020,
Steve (on the ladder) showed up to insure that the job was
done right. After all, he spent over 40 years as the principal caretaker for this house museum.
Photo Courtesy of the Monrovia Historical Society

and unbelieving but was a succinct indicator of what
made him so special and why he will be sorely
missed. There is no replacement for the special gifts
and passion for preservation that defined him.
Steve was not a rich man, if your criteria includes
only materials things. But when the Luther Blair
house, a 1887 Victorian that had been moved from
Monrovia to Duarte many years ago, was threatened
with demolition, Steve came to the rescue. Under
the guidance and knowledge of fellow preservationist
(con’t on page 5)
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(con’t from page 4)

Jimi Hendrix, Steve had the house moved to his
property on Ivy Avenue next to the 1887 home that
formerly belonged to his grandmother and later his
parents, thereby saving the home from the wrecking
ball.
Another of Steve’s commitments was to the Anderson House Museum. For many years the museum was under his care and his alone. He paid the
bills, often out of his own pocket, to insure that the
museum continued to exist as a museum. Without
that commitment, the museum likely wouldn’t be op-

It was a full house at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church on Saturday afternoon, April 16, where the friends and family of
Steve Baker came for the celebration of his life. For the
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erating today. The fact that it is will stand as a testament to his dedication to preserve this early part of
Monrovia’s history.
Steve was a constant fixture at the MOHPG Historic Homes Tour and could be seen on tour day
dressed in his top hat and tails and adding to the atmosphere of the day. He was a founding member of
the group and was one of only a handful given a life
membership.
A celebration of life service was held at the church
Steve had attended for many years, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church on Foothill Blvd. in Monrovia, on Saturday afternoon, April 16, at 3:30 pm. The church pews
were filled with those representing all the facets of
Steve’s life. Members of his family and a couple of
friends were included in the service to share their experiences and remembrances and relate how Steve
impacted their lives.
Afterwards, everyone was invited to gather outside the church for refreshments. A video of Steve’s
life, which had been produced late last year as part
of what was to be a celebration of his 80th birthday
(canceled due to COVID) was shown in a nearby
room for those who had not yet seen it. (The video is
on YouTube and can be accessed via this link:
https://youtu.be/Mi-qx8cU08M

man known as the city historian and foremost expert in the
field of Monrovia’s history, St Luke’s was Steve’s church
and a fitting venue in which to honor his memory.
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The MOHPG Board met on Sunday morning, April
3, with five members present in person and two more
joining on Zoom. Enough members of the board were
present to constitute a quorum, and the minutes from
March were approved.
The current membership total is 183 members with
only one new member, Scott Giannini, having been
added in the last month.
The financial reports were emailed to the board prior
to today’s meeting. There has been little activity recently, given that the home tour was cancelled and
COVID restrictions are only recently being lifted.

Notices were sent out to all concerned that the virtual
tour scheduled for May had been cancelled due to
lack of homes being secured for the tour. All things
being equal, the board will be looking to holding an in
person home tour on Sunday, May 7, 2023. One
need for the tour committee will be for someone to
coordinate securing ads for the tour brochure. Anyone interested in this position should contact the tour
chair, Edie Ramirez, as soon as possible. Active
preparation for the tour will begin in December to
January. Because the tour has been cancelled and
because the month of May is local, state and national
preservation month, MOHPG will be producing a
short video on the state of preservation in Monrovia
and why it is important to the community.
There has been no further development on fixing
some of the issues with the Box Jewelers street clock
on Myrtle. MOHPG is waiting on Public Works to do
an electrical inspection to insure that the wiring in the
clock is safe (The clock is over 100 years old).
MOHPG recently had 300 MOHPG brochures printed
at a cost of $352.44. One use for the brochures is to
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be included in the packet of materials that Hal leavens and John Watson hand out to each new family
moving to Monrovia. A letter of thanks was mailed to
Kitty Morse, thanking her for her time is helping our
new treasurer, Michael Kaplan, learn the ropes for
the software Quickbooks which is how we keep track
of our income and expenses.
The walking tour for April 2 had four people in attendance. The next tour will be May 7 (Since the first tour
was given in 2016, there have been a total of 241
people who have taken the walking tour). Special arrangements are being made with the City of Monrovia to hold a special walking tour in July for some of
the young staff. The Monrovia Association of Fine
Arts will be holding an art show on October 1, 2023,
from 10 am until 4 pm. The board agreed that

MOHPG should have a booth at the event. The expense of $192 to purchase 500 envelopes for the
Welcome Wagon was approved. The board also approved the annual donation of $1000 each to the
Monrovia Historical Society and the Monrovia Historical Museum, and those donations will be made this
July.
Among the inquiries that were received by MOHPG
this past month: someone who repairs books/bibles
offering to help with fundraising(?); the city of Monrovia is looking to hold a special walking tour for its
seniors for this summer; received a “thank you” email
from 234 W. Greystone Avenue for the landmark
plaque reimbursement; someone wanted to donate
some family history papers (This was referred to the
Monrovia Historical Museum), a new owner was
looking for more information on the home they just
purchased (419 W. Lime Avenue).
The next meeting dates for the board will be on May
1 and July 10. There will be no board meeting in
June. Any member is welcome to attend.
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Six of the seven members of the Historic Preservation Commission were present for the regularly
scheduled monthly meeting via Zoom on Wednesday, March 23. The minutes from the February meeting were approved.
There was only one item on the agenda, and that
was a request to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness the landmarked home at 124 May Avenue.
The owners had requested permission to remove the
existing garage and replace it with a one-car garage
with an attached ADU. In the February discussion,
the commissioners had concerns about facets of the
design and asked the homeowners to resubmit a revised plan.
The resubmitted plan reduced the size of the entryway and replaced some of the siding with shingles
to more appropriately harmonize with the original
house. This alteration met with little comment from
the commissioners, and the project was approved by
a vote of 6-0.
Community Development Director Craig Jimenez
then provided a brief summarization of CEQA (The
California Environmental Quality Act) that was signed
into law in 1970. The purpose of the law is:
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Jim Wigton
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For information on how YOU can become a member at the
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org
and look under Membership.

The primary purposes of CEQA are to avoid, reduce
or prevent environmental damage, and foster an informed and transparent public decision-making process by providing information to decision-makers and
the public concerning the environmental effects of
projects either undertaken or approved by lead agencies.
While few of the matters coming before the commission fall under CEQA prevue, it is important for the
commissioners to understand what information they
must consider when deliberating the approval of any
project. That falls under the CEQA guidelines.

A small group of MOHPG members met at the
1907 Tifal Brothers Chalet Craftsman home of Mark
Howard on Thursday evening, April 7. Attendees
were treated to a tour of the original part of the house
(Rooms were added later to the back) as Mark explained his rational for remodeling several of the
rooms, principally the bathroom and kitchen.
Afterwards, Mark who has designed the last four
home tour brochure covers and the logo celebrating
our 40th year, shared examples of several of his
graphic arts designs which will be on display during
the MAFA art exhibit to be held at the Monrovia
Community Center on April 24 from 2-5 pm.
Refreshments were served at the conclusion of Mark (in the hat) explains the design and creation of several of his graphic designs.
the evening.
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National, State, and Local Preservation Month
1
Sun
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am
7
Sat
Historic Walking Tour—10 am, SE corner Myrtle and Palm
Cost $5 per person
8
Sun
Mother’s Day
15
Sun
MOHPG visits the Lanterman House in La Cañada Flintridge
at 2 pm. Cost is $5 per person, $3 for seniors (65+).
RSVPs are required (see page 3)
30
Mon
Memorial Day
No MOHPG board meeting in June
14
Tues
Flag Day
19
Sun
Father’s Day
4
10

Mon
Sun

Independence Day
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am
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