This month hundreds of Monrovia residents and
visitors will become “looky-loos” for the day as they
view the interiors of six local vintage homes on the
36th annual MOHPG Historic Homes Tour. Docents
stationed throughout these homes will share information about them – who lived there, what changes
have been made to the home, what architectural elements are unique to the residence, etc. But also included in the docent presentations will be what we
might call, “the untold stories.”
Untold stories, as it applies in this context, are the
narratives that are often skipped during a home tour.
They have to do with the decision-making process
that confronts all owners of character homes - What
are the appropriate additions/changes to make when
restoring a home or continuing with its maintenance?
The majority of the homes we are talking about
were built over a hundred years ago when “modern
conveniences” were much more limited compared
with today. For example, should a trash compactor
be included in a kitchen remodel? They weren’t invented when these homes were constructed, so can
items like this be included when an owner undertakes an authentic restoration?
In truth we are living in homes that were built a
long time ago but which lack the numerous amenities
that make living in them so much more enjoyable today. While hard-core preservationists might question
some of the concessions to a modern life style, the
reality is that each of us is different with our own ideas about how we want to live.
It is important to point out that there is often no
right or wrong in these decisions. Just as there is no
right or wrong color with which to paint the exterior of
a home, should we be mandating owners’ choices of
what is done inside? As long as the character of the
home is preserved, there should be an allowance for
individual preferences.

The untold stories, then, are the narratives that
disclose how the owners came to make certain
choices when pursuing their home restoration. It is
through these accounts that we come to understand
how decisions were reached and what options were
considered. When coupled with the historical material about the home, this information makes the appreciation of the home more complete and helps visitors
understand more thoroughly how we decide to live in
these character homes.

Photo Collage of pictures from the 2017 tour.
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As you may already know, one of the products that
has emerged from the work of the Monrovia Legacy
Project is a list of all the homes (67) built before the
end of 1887 that are still standing. MOHPG has been
laying the groundwork to place a brass plaque (like the
one pictured below, measuring 8” x 7”) on all of those
houses. Fewer that 10 of the homes were built from
1884-1886 and each of those will have the appropriate
year on the plaque.
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Darrell Brooke, our pro bono attorney, has drawn
up a contract that, among other things, will guarantee
that the plaque remains with the house in the event of
a sale. We hope to begin reaching out to all the owners very soon in the hope that we can have all the
plaques in place by the end of the summer.
For the 2019 Historic Homes Tour, we will be hosting a “First Houses” tour that will feature 5-7 of these
vintage homes, so that visitors can more fully appreciate the architecture and history these homes bring to
the our neighborhoods. Updates will be forthcoming in
the newsletter as progress is made towards recognizing these special homes.
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NEWSLETTER

The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
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Eight of the eleven board members were present
for the MOHPG board meeting. Minutes from the
March meeting were approved as submitted.
Membership Report
Helen Falco stated that our current membership
stands at 217. In July she will continue the board discussion started last month regarding the way we
brand the organization as well as revisiting our logo,
mission statement, and related topics.

Treasurer’s Report
Alan Morse sent out the financial statements ahead
of time. There was not much activity over the past
month. He has signed MOHPG up for Amazon Smile,
a program that provides a small fee to MOHPG for
members who shop on Amazon. An email to members spelling out all the details will be forthcoming.
Program Chair
Lee Schamadan was unable to attend but has lined
up several programs for the future. The Metro Art
Tour in March had 30 people attend and was very
well received. The talk on the Aztec Hotel which took
place yesterday found 19 people in attendance.
There will be no program in May because of the
home tour, and tentative plans are being made to
visit the San Dimas Railroad Museum in June. The
annual potluck will be July 28, and the second annual
earthquake workshop will be September 22.

path through each house. Martha Rund has all the
house captains needed and is working on completing
the list of docents. Ad income for the tour brochure
will total $3000 (last year it was $3150). Tickets are
already on sale. Four comp tickets were approved for
Linda Leigh Long who is hosting the pre-tour dinner.
Charlie Perry updated the board on his postings on
our Facebook page.
Old Business
Our pro bono attorney Darrell Brooke has completed
an agreement form in order to place a “first houses”
plaque on the 67 identified homes built before the
end of 1887 that are still standing.
New Business
The city is applying for a design award from the California Preservation Foundation for the city’s restoration of the Santa Fe Depot. A donation was received
from Joanne Spring. An article will be submitted to
the Monrovia Chamber of Commerce on yesterday’s
Aztec program. It will appear in an upcoming newsletter.
Correspondence
A number of email inquiries were received over the
past month and they were related to the board.
Adjournment
Because the home tour will be the first Sunday in
May, the next board meeting will be April 29. There
will be no board meetings in May or June and the
next one is scheduled for July 8.

Tour Report
Ami Perry stated that all six houses had been visited
in order to determine the number of docents and the




Cleve & Gloria Crudgington
Hal Leavens

Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley
Margaret Garemore
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Edie Ramirez
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For information on how YOU can become a member at the
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org
and look under Membership.
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All seven commissioners were present for the
meeting which had a very light agenda.
Determine the Historical Significance for 518 E.
Olive Avenue. The owner plans to demolish the existing structure of this 1951-1952 vernacular/Ranch
style single family residence. The consultant determined that the property has no architectural or known
historic value and is not in a potential district. Staff
recommended approval of a status code of 6Z.
Approved 7-0.
Special Façade and Sign Plan Review for the Studio Movie Grill, 410 S. Myrtle Avenue. Because the
building is located in downtown Monrovia, the HPC
has purview over façade changes. Staff recommended approval of the changes which include new paint,
new granite tile at the main entrance, and new signage. Approved 7-0.
Special Review of the Historic Context Statement.
The draft was previously presented to the Commission and it was decided that the portion of the context
statement dealing with potential historical districts be
removed. The Commission voted to send the document to the City Council for final approval at their
April 18 meeting. Approved 7-0.

The guest speaker for the April MOHPG program
was author/photographer Craig Owens who provided
some new insights into the history of the Aztec Hotel.
The gathering was hosted by Tom and Diane Radu
in their 1917 Craftsman (with Colonial Influence) that
was landmarked in 2014. Besides boasting a
Batchelder fireplace, the living room also sported
hand–drawn stenciled frieze.
Craig led those in attendance through a detailed
account of the history of Monrovia’s iconic Aztec Hotel, using vintage photographs to illustrate his talking
points He recounted how the hotel was originally
planned to be situated on Gold Hill and was supposed to be four stories tall, but an inability to raise Craig Owens (seated on the right) uses a slideshow to
the necessary funds led to it being constructed on its highlight various aspects of the hotel’s history, including its
failed efforts over the past century to operate in the black.
present site.
Almost from the beginning, the hotel faced financial difficulties. Not only was the construction costs ous and exciting rumors that have followed the houndersubscribed by the residents, but the Depres- tel’s history. What was behind the death of a woman
sion would soon hit, just four years after the opening in room 120 (nicknamed Razzle Dazzle by a local
on September 1, 1925. In fact the hotel closed for psychic) who is said to haunt the building to the day?
several years in the mid-1930s and re-opened in Did there ever exist a secret tunnel between the Az1938 amid a great fanfare, but success just wasn’t tec and the Elks Club a block away? Was the basemeant to be. The hotel transitioned through a variety ment ever used as a speakeasy during Prohibition?
of owners in the ensuing years, becoming more and
Even the presence of a “death god” mural in the
more derelict and badly in need of deferred mainte- lobby added to lore of the Aztec and has made its
nance.
history all the more interesting. And interesting is an
Craig also addressed some of the more scandal- apt way to describe the presentation.
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by Susie Ling
Monrovia is a town with a long and interesting African American legacy. Part of that legacy is tied to
the three historic Black churches that continue to
thrive in Monrovia: the Methodists at Shiloh AME Zion on Canyon at Huntington, the Bethel AME on
Lime, and the Baptists at the large Second Baptist
Church on Shamrock. Of these three churches, the
oldest is Shiloh AME Zion which was originally founded in Monrovia in 1886.
Monrovia tax records show that John B. Adams
purchased the lot on Canyon and Falling Leaf (now
Huntington) on May 11, 1892 for $2.79 so that Shiloh
AME Zion Church could have a permanent church
home. Census records suggest that Adams was born
a slave in South Carolina around 1860. According to
his grandchildren, his original name was Hicks Bundy
but he wanted a “stronger” name (Many African
Americans changed their names after the Civil War).
He kept the “B” middle initial for “Bundy.” He came to
Monrovia in 1886 as part of a larger group from Bennettsville, South Carolina, recruited by Lucky Baldwin
and John Isaac Wesley Fisher. Lucky Baldwin of Arcadia had a penchant for Black workers, especially in
his stables. Bennettsville is cotton country just south
of the North Carolina border on the Great Pee Dee
River. But why did Baldwin or Fisher select Bennettsville? Records show Fisher was originally from Missouri, and Baldwin from Ohio.
John B. Adams came to Monrovia as part of a
family clan. He and his wife, Adeline Morris, brought
two children; four more would be born in California.
The couple were accompanied by Adeline’s parents,
Benjamin and Catty Hollins Morris, and Adeline’s sister and family. Catty worked as a cook and is known
to have sold chicken dinners to raise funds for building the Church. John also came with Adeline’s uncle
(Catty’s brother), Reverend Henry Hollins, and his
family. Reverend Henry Hollins (1833-1899) presided
over Monrovia’s Shiloh AME Zion.
African Methodist Episcopal Zion (AMEZ) was
founded in Harlem, New York in 1796. At first, these
were Black congregations ministered by White or-
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Catty Hollins Morris
Photo Courtesy of the Monrovia Historical Society

dained Methodist pastors. By 1821, AMEZ had officially separated from the White-dominated Methodist
Episcopal Church (MEC, now United Methodist
Church or UMC). AMEZ is a separate but parallel
institution to the AME Church. Under the leadership
of Richard Allen, AME started in Philadelphia near
the same time. A third African American group, Colored (now “Christian”) Methodist Episcopal Church,
split from the MEC South in 1870. Ex-slaves founded
CMEC in Jackson, Tennessee. By the 1970s,
(con’t on page 7)
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(con’t from page 6)
Gethsemane CME was a small congregation near
266 Huntington Drive.
AMEZ is known as the Freedom Church for their
work on abolition and racial justice. It was also the
church of Harriet Tubman, the famous former slave
who was part of the Underground Railroad to free
slaves around the time of the Civil War. In the decade after the war, AMEZ and AME sent missionaries
to the South. Within a decade AMEZ was active in
the Carolinas and established Zion Wesley Institute
in 1879 in Concord, North Carolina. This later became the Hood Theological Seminary in Salisbury,
North Carolina, about 80 miles from Bennettsville,
South Carolina. There is a Bennettsville AME Zion

Church in Norwood, North Carolina, 60 miles from
Bennettsville.
California was admitted to the Union in 1850 and
some African Americans came west to find opportunity. The Adams/Hollins clan from Bennettsville obviously worked as such a unit. Los Angeles County
records show that most of these men had registered
to vote by 1888. They lived in Duarte and Monrovia
and many are buried at Live Oak Cemetery. Through
the later 20th century, Shiloh had a high number of
women ministers. Descendants of the Adams family
still see it as their family church. Shiloh AME Zion
was an important community center in Monrovia history. But so much remains unknown.

Renee Bannoura

Jessie Tan

Jason Rios

Mark & Chace Tyrell

David & Justin Rosedale

wompus and the Monrovia Chamber of Commerce)
as well as at the Monrovia Historical Museum on tour
day. Every effort is being made to inform tour visitors
of this unexpected event, including updating the information on the MOHPG website.
This is the first time in the 36-year history of the
tour that a change in the tour lineup had to be made.
The cooperation and understanding of the homeowners has made it possible to make this substitution as
seamless as possible.

On Sunday, April 22, the 1941 Minimal Traditional
home that was slated to be part of the tour house
lineup for May 6 sustained significant interior water
damage from a busted pipe. The damage was severe enough to require the removal of flooring and
some walls. Needless to say, this unexpected event
meant that the repairs to the home would not be concluded in time for the tour, so it was necessary to remove the home from the tour lineup.
However, the homeowners were in the process of
selling their former home, a 1908 Craftsman that had
been recently remodeled. They offered it as a replacement, and MOHPG took them up on their offer.
That means that the tour will still have six private
homes open for viewing.
While the tour tickets had already been printed
and thus could not be corrected, the tour brochure
was in the final stages of preparation. Thus, it was
possible to alter the information in the brochure to
reflect this last minute change. City Historian Steve
Baker worked the better part of a day to do the house
history of the home, and he was able to create a
1000-word plus document. Helping him with the research was Historical Museum board member Pam
Barkas.
To facilitate the transition, a flyer has been printed This 1908 Craftsman, which was recently remodeled, will
and will be distributed at the ticket sales location now be one of the homes open for the 36th annual Historic
(Advance tickets are being sold at Dollmakers’ Katty- Homes tour.
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13
28
June

July

Local, State, and National Preservation Month

Sun
Sun
Mon

36th Annual MOHPG Historic Homes Tour, 10 am - 4 pm
Mothers’ Day
Memorial Day

No board meeting is scheduled for June.
17
Sun
Father’s Day
4
8
28

Wed
Sun
Sat

Independence Day
MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
Annual Potluck Meeting, Community Room, Monrovia Library, 5:30 pm

August
MOHPG is dark during the month of August; no activities/meetings are planned
September (Long Range)
22
Sat
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2nd annual Earthquake Workshop, held in conjunction with the
Monrovia Fire Department, 11 am - 2 pm, Community Room,
Monrovia Library. RSVPs required.
www.mohpg.org
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