
 

     As most Californians know very well by now, 
there is a critical housing shortage in the state. But 
even more worrisome for preservationists is that the 
State of California, in an effort to increase the inven-
tory of available homes, apartments, etc. has taken 
steps to override local control of what is built and 
where. That poses a real threat to a community’s ex-
isting regulations which pro-
vide some limits on devel-
opment. Oh, and yes, let’s 
not forget the damage that 
can occur to the integrity 
of our vintage neighbor-
hoods. 
     The answer? Certainly, 
there is no easy answer or 
easy formula to remedy 
this discrepancy between 
the number of people liv-
ing in the state and the 
housing choices available 
to them. But one possible 
alternative may lie in an 
innovation first used over 
one hundred years ago. 
And in nearby Pasadena, 
no less. 
     For in 1909 it was Pas-
adena that is credited with 
creating the idea of a 
“bungalow court.” Accord-
ing to Wikipedia, a bunga-
low court is “a style of multi-family housing which 
features several small houses arranged around a 
central garden.” The houses that were part of such a 

court were typically single story and small but each 
had some garden area. The upkeep and mainte-
nance of the shared courtyard were divided among 
the families. For those appreciating an elevated de-
gree of privacy, this option was more palatable than 
apartment living. 
     The heyday for the construction of these courts 
was from 1910 to 1930. The homes themselves were 
built in a variety of architectural styles, including 
Craftsman, Swiss Chalet, Mediterranean and Span-
ish Colonial Revival. In Southern California the bun-

galow court style became the dominant form of multi-
family housing during this period. The courts were  
                                  (con’t on page 5) 
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This vintage photograph of Harding Court on Foothill Boulevard shows the units much 
as they appear today. The shared courtyard  was one of the main attractions of this ar-
chitectural concept, providing a serene space for the tenants. 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     Now that the MOHPG Board has decided to host a 
virtual home tour this spring, the challenge becomes 
presenting a touring experience worthy of our past 37 
in-person events. To enhance the viewing, we have 
managed to line up vintage vehicles to make an ap-
pearance in front of each of the tour homes . In addi-
tion, several MOHPG members will appear as greeters 
in front of the homes to welcome the viewers inside. 
     We have been working with KGEM-TV of Monrovia 
to improve the quality of the video (using drone shots, 
additional cameras, and in-studio recording of the nar-
ratives). Having access to additional camera equip-
ment (such as the handheld Osmo pocket camera to 
reduce camera motion) increases the capability of 
what we are to offer as a finished product. 
     The board has decided that, due to the financial 
hardship placed on so many families over the past 
year, we will recommend a donation of $20 to view the 
tour videos but whether or not to make a donation will 
be up to each household. Since this is our only fund-
raiser of the year and since we didn’t hold the event in 
2020, we certainly hope that enough people choose to 
donate that we will be able to claim the tour as being 
successful. But one of our aims for the tour has always 
been to showcase the “gems” that we have in the com-
munity, and in that regard we will be able to say we 
have been successful. 

     At the moment it appears that people will be able to 
sign up for the viewing around the beginning of April. 
Once signed up, people will be able to view the videos 
anytime between 9 am on May 1 until 9 pm on May 9.  
     Since all this requires is a cell phone or computer, 
anyone with Internet access will be able to watch. 
Hopefully, this will generate viewership from outside 
the immediate area. At any rate, it should prove to be 
an interesting and exciting solution to the current mask
-wearing and social distancing constraints we have 
faced over the past year. 
     Check the home page of our website and our Face-
book page for updates that will be posted as soon as 
more information becomes available.  
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     All seven members of the Historic Preservation 
Commission were present for the regularly scheduled 
meeting that was held virtually on Wednesday even-
ing, January 28. There was only one public hearing 
item on the agenda. 

 the home located at 141 North Magno-

lia Avenue. The house is a 1912 Craftsman style 
home that was built in Pasadena and moved to Mon-
rovia sometime before 1920. At that time it appeared 
to be a single story structure. According to building 
permits, a second story of two bedrooms and one 
bathroom was added in 1922. The “pop up” design of 
the second story is considered to be a character-
defining feature of Craftsman style home of the peri-
od. City staff concluded that the home meets Criteria 
#4: It embodies one or more distinctive characteris-
tics of style, type, period, design, materials, detail, or 
craftsmanship. The owners also requested a Mills 

Act contract. Besides the standard requirement of an 
electrical inspection and earthquake retrofitting, the 
owners will also be doing other work, including re-
placing cracked window panes with appropriate glass 
as well as the glass in a set of French doors.  Staff 
recommended approving the home for landmark sta-
tus and a Mills Act contract. Approved 7-0. 
The recommendation will be forwarded to the City 
Council and acted upon at the February 16 city coun-
cil meeting. 
     The commissioners were informed that there are 
plans to designate the Farmers Club drinking foun-
tain at the southeast corner of Library Park as a his-
toric landmark. For that process to begin, it must first 
be consented to by the city council (acting as the 
property owner). A motion to forward the request to 
the city council was approved 7-0. 
     The commissioners were then provided with an 
update of the housing element of the city’s general 
plan which is a document providing for growth and 
development. The city will be required to submit such 
a plan to the state by October 15, 2021. 

 
     For just the second time since it was founded in 
1886, Monrovia was visited by a sitting President of 
the United States. The date was July 22, 1996, and 
the President was William Clinton, the 42nd president 
of the United States. The occasion was an opportuni-
ty to recognize Monrovia for its innovative truancy 
law plus the school district’s uniform policy and the 
city’s nationally recognized community policing. 
     The truancy ordinance was passed in 1994 and 
allowed police to ticket unsupervised youths between 
the ages of 12 and 17 who were not in school be-
tween 8:30 am and 1:30 pm. It was the first of its kind 
in the country and was used as a model for other cit-
ies. 
     The only other time Monrovia has been visited by 
a president was in 1909 when a train carrying then 
President William Taft stopped near the current loca-
tion of the Monrovia Gold Line Station. Unlike Clin-
ton’s visit which lasted several hours, Taft’s train stop 
lasted only about a minute. 

President Bill Clinton (right) is welcomed by then Monrovia 
Mayor Bob Bartlett as he arrived at Monrovia High School 
on July 22, 1996 by helicopter. His visit was to recognize a 
school truancy policy that had been nationally recognized 
and used as a model for other cities. 
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     The past four winter months across the U.S. have 
been brutal as far as the number of coronavirus cas-
es goes, but as can be seen in the graph above, the 
number of daily confirmed cases has been dropping 
dramatically as of late. Along with an increasingly 
aggressive approach to getting folks immunized, cur-
rent projections are that we will reach a level of “herd 
immunity” (defined as the point at which enough peo-
ple become immune as to make its spread unlikely) 
sometime in the middle to latter half of 2021. 
     While the ability to get vaccinated for the general 
population may not occur until early summer, the 
promise of some semblance of normal life returning 
is enough to buoy everyone’s spirits. In the meantime 
it’s mask wearing and social distancing. 

   

Liberace Foundation for the Performing 
And Creative Arts 

Nancy McGrain 
Hal Leavens 

Darrell Brooke 
Oliver & Bobbie Chi 
Brooke Law Group 

Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 
Jim Wigton 
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Richard Andrews 
Janice Melton 
Martha Rund 

 
 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 
A special thanks to the members above for their increased 
support of the MOHPG mission. 
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often situated close to business districts and public 
transportation as they were geared to attract working 
and middle class residents. 
     The first bungalow court in Pasadena is believed 
to have been commissioned by Frank G. Hogan in 
1909 and was called St. Francis Court. It consisted of 
11 small Arts and Crafts mini-bungalows, and each 
had its own front yard. Today there are 112 surviving 
bungalow courts in the city of Pasadena, many of 
them with some form of historic designation. 

     One major advantage to this innovative housing 
style is that more housing units can be constructed 
on less land, and the units themselves would be 
much more affordable that the cost of a single family 
dwelling. That is an idea which would be attractive to 
developers and prospective clients during the current 
housing crisis in the state. 
     Monrovia, which is located only a few miles from 
Pasadena, has its fair share of bungalow courts, alt-
hough not nearly in the quantity as its neighbor to the 
west. Probably the most notable bungalow court in 
Monrovia is located on Foothill Boulevard, along the 
original path of Route 66 through town. The construc-
tion of Harding Court began in 1921 and was named 
after President Warren G. Harding who was inaugu-
rated that year, and the court itself was completed in 
1922.  It consists of 15 bungalows and is the largest 
bungalow court in town. It was completely remodeled 
in 2002, and the new owners (Norm Haley and Brad 
and Valerie Palfrey) painstakingly endeavored to un-
dertake a historically accurate renovation and resto-
ration, using postcard images and an original bro-
chure to guide their decision-making. 
     Another noteworthy set of bungalows is Myrtle 
Court, located on Myrtle Avenue, a couple of blocks 
north of Foothill. It consists of eleven units built in the 
Prairie style and was constructed in 1921. These 

units also retain all of their original charm. 
     A close look around town reveals a number of 
these courts in various architectural styles, all provid-
ing some degree of garden space shared by others 
in the units. Given the pressing need for housing and 
the state’s incursion into the development decisions 
being made by individual cities, it might be prudent 
for city planning departments to encourage develop-
ers to explore this option. It’s a solution that could be 
attractive to all parties. 

The eleven Prairie style units of Myrtle Court on North 
Myrtle Avenue flank the center 1908 Craftsman home. 

Both the home itself and the units in the court have been 
locally landmarked. 

Four separate units of this modest court on Stedman Ave-
nue are situated on a lot of less than 9,000 square feet. 
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Not a Good Rain   
Winter is a time when Southern Californians hope for an 
abundance of rain to help ease what has become a chron-
ic water shortage in the area. But time was where exces-
sive rain was not always a blessing. This 1938 photo, tak-
en looking eastward towards the intersection of Myrtle Av-

enue and Foothill Boulevard, shows the resulting devasta-
tion from flooding that would occur before flood control 
measures were well established. It’s a reminder of what 
can happen when you get what you wish for (as in wishing 
for more rain). 
                Photo Courtesy of the Monrovia Legacy Project 

 
     On February 16, the Monrovia City Council voted 
to award landmark status and a Mills Act contract to 
the 1912 Craftsman home located at 141 N. Magno-
lia Avenue. The Historic Preservation Commission 
recommended that designation at its January 27 
meeting which was held virtually. This home now 
makes a grand total of 158 landmarks that have been 
granted by the city since the first one was so honored  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
on June 4, 1996. That makes seven new landmarks 
that have been designated since the beginning of last 
year, an indication that preservation continues to be 
a priority for the city. 
     The downside to these developments is that every 
time a new landmark is recognized, the city loses 
some revenue from the tax break afforded the land-
mark’s owner. As a result of the economic stress put 
on the city by the pandemic, the city council plans in 
the near future to take a close look at the financial 
implications of landmarking. We can only hope that 
the council recognizes that the increased mainte-
nance and preservation of these historic structures 
benefits everyone in increased home values and de-
sirability of living in the town of Monrovia. 

141 N. Magnolia Avenue 
Craftsman - Historic Landmark #158 
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     The MOHPG Board of Directors met for the third 
time via Zoom on Sunday, February 7. Nine of the 12 
board members were present. Minutes from the De-
cember and January board meetings were approved. 

Kristen Norton reported that the membership total 
remains unchanged at 196 households. 
There were no financial reports presented as the 
treasurer was absent. 

Since no programs have been held over the past 
year, Lee Schamadan has no report except to say 
that he will look at the possibility of hosting Zoom 
meeting for the members in the near future if a 
speaker can be found. 

Tour chair Janie Gallandat updated the board on the 
current status of the upcoming virtual tour. Six 
homes have been secured for the tour—317 Heather 
Heights Court, 427 S. Shamrock Avenue, 161 N. 

Magnolia Avenue, 201 S. Shamrock Avenue, 175 N. 
Lincoln Place, and 354 N. Magnolia Avenue. The 
board voted unanimously on the following items: 1) 
the dates of the tour will be from 9 am May 1 until 9 
pm May 9. This will enable tour goers to view the 
tour videos on their computers at any time during 
that viewing window. Ad prices for the tour brochure 
were determined at the last meeting—$200 full page, 
$100 half page, $50 ¼ page, and $25 for a business 
card ad. Because the brochure will not be printed but 
will be available to the public as a PDF, all of the 

pages, including the ads, will be in color. In addition, 
the board decided to offer a 15 second promo at the 
beginning of each video and a full page ad in the bro-
chure for $300. These will be available on a first-
come, first-served basis. Efforts to find a hosting ser-
vice for the virtual tour have not yet been completed. 
Those wishing to signup to view the tour videos will 
be asked for a donation of $20, but because of the 
financial hardships imposed on many by the corona-
virus pandemic, it will be possible to view the videos 
without charge. It remains to be seen how this will 
impact the financial success/failure of the tour, but 
the board felt this was an important compromise to 
make. 

Michael Kaplan had no new information about the 
MOHPG Facebook page. With over 2000 followers, 
however, we plan to use our platform to help get the 
word out about the home tour. There are now a total 
of five short videos that have been produced by 
MOHPG. All five are less than five minutes each and 
can be viewed on the MOHPG website. 
 

A full-page tour information blurb was submitted Jan-
uary 13 and will be appearing in the spring edition of 
Monrovia Today. There is also a possibility that we 
will be able to get coverage in the spring issue of 
Monrovia Living. 

The next board meeting dates will be March 7 and 
April 11 (The April meeting was backed up one week 
due to Easter). Board meetings will be held on Zoom 
until further notice. 

 
     MOHPG members have an opportunity to adver-
tise in the upcoming Historic Homes Tour that will be 
held virtually from May 1-9. A digital tour brochure 
will be available to all interested parties starting just 
prior to the tour. The cost for placing an ad in the 
brochure, which will be entirely in color, is: 
Full Page $200, ½ page $100, ¼ page $50, and 

business card size $25. In addition, those desig-
nated as a Gold Sponsor ($300) will get a full page 
color ad plus a 15-second video ad at the beginning 
of one of the tour videos. 
     If you are interested in one of these advertising 
opportunities or just want more information, contact 
MOHPG President Jim Wigton at 
mohpg1980@gmail.com or use the Contact Us 
feature on our website. Deadline is March 30. 
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March 
  7  Sun  MOHPG Virtual Board Meeting, 10 am 
  14  Sun  Daylight Savings Time begins 
  20  Sat  Spring begins 
  24  Wed  HPC Meeting (virtual), 7:30 pm 
 
April 
  4  Sun  Easter 
  11  Sun  MOHPG Virtual Board Meeting, 10 am 
 
May 
  1-9  Sat-Sun MOHPG presents its first Virtual Historic Homes Tour. 
      Viewers will have 9 days in which to view the videos of 
      the homes on tour. Further details in the April newsletter. 
  5  Wed  Cinco de Mayo 
  31  Mon  Memorial Day 


