
      

 

     Those of us who hail from the baby boomer era 
(in other words, those born between 1946 and 1964) 
likely grew up in a community that had a small mar-
ket within easy walking distance of our homes. Be-
fore supermarkets and mammoth shopping malls be-
came favorite destinations for consumers, the neigh-
borhood market would be the place mom might send 
you for a quart of milk or where you might drop in 
with your friends to buy a grape or orange Nehi soda 
and an Abba-Zaba candy bar. 
     Those nostalgic memories are becoming a thing 
of the past as the little store around the corner is 
slowly becoming an anachronism, victim to our 
changing shopping habits. Recently, Monrovia has 
lost two of these markets, one located across from 
Monroe Elementary School on Colorado Boulevard, 
and the other on the corner of Shamrock Avenue and 
Colorado Boulevard, across from Recreation Park. 
The store building by the school has been deter-

mined by the Historic Preservation Commission not 
to have enough historical significance to warrant pro-
tection and has been given a status code of 6Z, 
which will allow it to be demolished. The market 
building on Shamrock is currently on the market and 
is limbo, but the City of Monrovia has indicated that it 
cannot be demolished as there appears to be 
enough historical significance to warrant it being 
saved. Its ultimate future and repurposing for another 
use will likely be determined in the next few months. 
     While the loss of the neighborhood market may 
be lamentable for some, most people recognize that 
economics is the driving force behind decisions of 
this nature. It is why vintage homes are torn down 
and why larger units are built in their place. That de-
velopment, often referred to as progress and mod-
ernization, will always be with us. MOHPG’s position 
is not to prevent all development but to insure that 
what does take place does minimal damage to the 
character of our neighborhoods. They are, after all, 
worth saving. And it would be a shame indeed to see 
them go the way of the little store around the corner. 
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This nondescript building across from Monroe Elementary 
School used to be a small neighborhood market. 

The fate of the former market and grill across from Recrea-
tion Park is still up in the air. 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     MOHPG is in contact with the owner of the vintage 
gas station on Shamrock to arrange a visit for MOHPG 
members. The premises is being readied for a sale, 
possibly as early as May, and it may be some time, if 
ever, before we get another opportunity like this. 
     Because of the fluidity of the situation, we may not 
be able to give a lot of notice. It is quite likely that such 
notice will be provided through an email. While no date 
has yet been set, we are looking for a possible visit 
sometime in April. 
     Stay tuned. 

      You may not have noticed, but next year MOHPG 
will be celebrating its 40th year as a preservation or-
ganization in Monrovia. It will be an opportunity to cel-
ebrate our past accomplishments and look forward to 
continuing our vital role in the community. 
     An occasion like this calls for something special, so 
if you have any ideas how we might make this anniver-
sary distinctive, please relay those suggestions to any 
board member. Making arrangements in advance will 
help insure that we do justice to the ongoing legacy of 
this organization. 
 

     MOHPG is already looking forward to co-hosting for 
the third time with the Monrovia Fire Department a 
workshop on earthquake preparedness and safety. 
The date for the workshop will be Saturday, Septem-
ber 14, from 11 am until 2 pm, in the Community 
Room of the Monrovia Library. 
     Our liaison with the fire department will be newly 
named Division Chief Brian Patrick. In the past two 
years almost 100 people have attended this workshop, 
so we are looking forward to hosting another success-
ful event. Owners of vintage homes should especially 
be concerned over whether or not their foundations 
have been retrofitted to diminish the likelihood of the 
house slipping off its foundation in a seismic event. 
     Be sure to mark your calendars. Detailed infor-
mation will be provided as we approach September. 
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     Last March 17, thirty MOHPG members took a 
free, guided tour of the Metro Gold Line Stations from 
Arcadia to Union Station. The tour lasted about two 
hours as we learned about the origins and signifi-
cance of the artwork that appears at each of the sta-
tions from Metro docents. 
     This time around, program chair Lee Schamadan 
has arranged for us to do another art tour, this time 
heading east instead of west. We will board the Met-
ro Gold Line in Monrovia, heading to the end of the 
line near Azusa Pacific University. Once again the 
tour is free and will last about two hours. 
     Each attendee will receive a free day pass (worth 
$9) that will permit unlimited travel on Metro for that 
day. Once the tour ends at the APU/Citrus College 
Station, attendees will be free the rest of the day. 
There are numerous restaurants within easy walking 
distance if you would like to stay for lunch.  
     One interesting option will be to take a docent led 
tour of the Durrell House Museum, located just yards 
away from the last Gold Line Station.  The museum 
is usually only open on Sundays, but MOHPG has 
made special arrangements to have a docent present 
to guide us through the house after the art tour ends. 
     The Durrell House was moved from its original 
location on Foothill Boulevard and is now owned by 
the City of Azusa and has been converted into a local 

museum. The 6-bedroom, 2 bathroom house is load-
ed with vintage artifacts, some with very interesting 
stories (e.g., a vintage washing machine in the house 
came from the Monrovia Historical Society many 
years ago!). The home had served as a frat house for 
Pomona Tech for 20 years but still retains many of its 
architectural details. 
     In order to attend you must RSVP (We have to 
inform Metro of the number attending so that they 
can provide the appropriate number of docents. You 
must RSVP no later than Friday, March 8, by clicking 
here if you are viewing the digital newsletter or by 
going to the member section of our website. 

         

WHEN: Saturday, March 16, 2019 
TIME: 10 am (please be on time) 
LOCATION: Monrovia Gold Line Station 
 
You must RSVP for this outing no later than Fri-
day, March 8. Click here if you are viewing the digital 
version of this newsletter or go to the member section 
of the MOHPG website to RSVP. 

Among the artwork at the Monrovia Gold Line Station are 
handmade replications of Batchelder tiles. The designs for 
these tiles were taken from actual Batchelder fireplaces in 
Monrovia homes by artist Cha-Rie Tang of Pasadena. 

Durrell House Museum—Living Room 

http://www.mohpg.org/contact-us_rsvp.html
http://www.mohpg.org/contact-us_rsvp.html
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     The MOHPG program for January 24 was pre-
sented by MOHPG member Lincoln Fairchild and 
consisted of a slideshow about America’s national 
parks. Lincoln, who worked for the park service for 20 
years, was able to share the knowledge he had ac-
quired over that time period. With the status of sever-
al parks currently under threat, the presentation was 
current and provided a reminder of why the parks 
were created in the first place. 
     The program was held at the home of Pedro and 
Armida Torres, a 1887 Folk Victorian that is Monro-
via’s most recent landmark. A dozen members were 
treated to the story of how Pedro went about restor-
ing a home that was in very poor condition. Seeking 
advice from the City of Monrovia as well as city histo-
rian Steve Baker and Jimi Hendrix, Pedro did such a 
good job that the city granted the home landmark sta-
tus in September 2018. 
     The project is an excellent example of how a 
remuddled home can be brought back to “like-new” 
condition. That so few homeowners are willing to 
spend the money and take the time to replace inap-
propriate alterations with period correct details makes 
this story all the more impressive. For example, win-
dows on the front and sides of the house had been 
shortened but in the restoration they were replaced 
with the original-size six foot double hung windows. 
     As a thanks for hosting, the Torres’ were given a 
one-year membership in MOHPG. 

      
     If you have procrastinated renewing your member-
ship for 2019, then this is the final newsletter you will 
receive on last year’s membership. We hope you will 
elect to maintain your support of MOHPG and contin-
ue to be a part of this 200+ community of folks who 
care passionately about the city in which they live. It 
only takes a few minutes, and you can renew either 
by sending a check or by using PayPal/credit card on 
our website. 
     We weren’t kidding with the graphic in last month’s 
newsletter - 

We Need You! 

 
     The 37th annual Historic Homes Tour is fast ap-
proaching, and the tour committee, under the direc-
tion of tour chair Janie Gallandat, is making steady 
progress towards delivering a tour that is extra spe-
cial. That is because this year’s tour will feature only 
those homes built before the end of 1887, homes now 
referred to as our “First Houses.” 
     The final lineup of homes that will be on tour has 
not yet been determined as of this writing, but pic-
tures of the homes will be posted on the MOHPG 
website as soon as they are known. Pictures will also 
appear in the April MOHPG newsletter. 

     If you have been a docent in the past, docent chair 
Martha Rund will soon be making contact to fill the 
two shifts for each of the houses (shifts run from 10 
am to 1 pm and 1 pm to 4 pm). It takes 5-12 volun-
teers per shift to provide sufficient docents for each of 
the houses (We expect to have 5-7 homes on tour 
plus the two museums - the Anderson House Muse-
um and the Monrovia Historical Museum). 
     So mark your calendars now  and hopefully you 
will be available that day to help. 
 

Sunday, May 5,2019, 10 am to 4 pm 
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     The large Craftsman home belonging to hosts 
John and Penny Zuk was the perfect setting for 
MOHPG’s annual winter potluck dinner, held on Sat-
urday, February 23. The crowd was a little smaller 
than usual at 36 but everyone enjoyed the opportuni-
ty to socialize with like-minded friends who share a 
passion for preservation. 
     Potlucks provide the perfect vehicle to allow peo-
ple to gather in a comfortable setting, and of course 
the variety of home-prepared meals caters to all but 
the most finicky of eaters. 
     Once everyone had had their fill, including a 
sumptuous display of desserts, the group gathered in 
the living for a slideshow update of various projects 
around town. Among the items discussed: the unfin-
ished house at 714 W. Colorado Blvd, the almost 
completed restoration of the Craftsman home at 515 E. Colorado Blvd, the current status of the market on 

Shamrock Avenue, the latest on work at the Aztec 
Hotel, and a possible visit in April to the iconic gas 
station on Shamrock. 
     Detailed information was also provided regarding 
the upcoming Metro Art Tour on March 16, including 
a visit to the Durrell House in Azusa. Those in attend-
ance were able to sign up right away if they planned 
to go. The newly printed wallet cards, providing a 
summary of MOHPG’s mission and role in the com-
munity, were also available. 
     John and Penny were given a one-year member-
ship as a thanks for hosting the evening. 

   

Darrell Brooke 
Frank & Tammy Guarino 

Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 
Hal Leavens 

John & Megan Ferrell 
Nancy McGrain 

 

Vicky Hansen 
Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley 

Renee Bannoura 
Wendy Gruber 
Susanne Hayek 

Rich & Joyce Rickenbrode 
 

 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 

Homeowner John Zuk (right) shares tidbits about his 
home’s history with those who attended the potluck dinner. 

 
     The Historic Preservation Commission met for a 
regularly scheduled meeting on February 27 with all 
seven commissioners present. There was only one 
item on the agenda. 
Determination of Historic Significance for the 
property located at 437 W. Palm Avenue. The 
Craftsman style home was built in 1922 but had 
been significantly altered in the years since it was 
built. The single-story home had been stuccoed and 
some of the original windows had been replaced 
with vinyl. Staff recommended approval of status 
code 6Z. Approved 7-0. 
     City Manager Oliver Chi reported to the commis-
sioners of plans to increase the local sales tax so 
that the money would remain with the city instead of 
going to the county. The City Council will have to 
determine whether or not to allow the measure to 
appear on the ballot. 
     Staff also gave an update on the Aztec Hotel 
which missed a February 5 deadline to complete 
three items, one of which was replacing the win-
dows. They are asking for a 3-month extension and 
that action will be considered by the City Council in 
March. 
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     Only six of the ten board members were in attend-
ance on Sunday, February 3, for the MOHPG board 
meeting. Two non-board members were also present 
- Rich Andrews and Pedro Torres. As secretary Mar-
tha Rund was sick, approval of the January minutes 
was postponed until March. 

Helen Falco reported that current membership 
stands at 237 with 194 households paid up for 2019. 
There were two new members as a result of their 
homes being on the upcoming home tour—Pedro & 
Armida Torres and Omar Zambrano & Janel Mar-
tinez. The final form of the wallet card and the re-
vised logo were approved. 

Alan Morse was absent but financial reports were 
received by the board later in the day. 

Lee Schamadan said there were a dozen members 
at the January 24 program on the national parks. The 
winter potluck dinner will be held at the home of John 
and Penny Zuk, a 1905 Craftsman (HL #41). For 
March 16 members will be taking another Metro Gold 
Line Art Tour (we went from Arcadia to Union Station 
last year), this time going to Azusa.  In June Steve 
Baker will take us on a tour of Live Oak Cemetery, 
highlighting the graves of homes that were on the 
2019 Historic Homes Tour. The cemetery will be 
hosting an ice cream social for us at that time. 

Janie Gallandat reported that all the tour committee 
members from last year will be back, with one excep-
tion. Three houses have been confirmed for the tour 
so far. The homeowner/house captain meeting will 
be held on Sunday, April 14, at 3 pm. The MOHPG 
banner will be in place at Olive and Myrtle Avenues 
from April 22 to May 6. 

To date 28 donation checks (out of 43) have been 
received for the plaques, totaling $1705.The board 
approved the final versions of the mural trifold, the 
reprinting of the Visitor’s Guide, and the MOHPG tri-
fold. There is no update on the piano donation. 

A walking tour on February 2 was cancelled due to 
rain. An article on the “First Houses” plaques ap-
peared twice in January in the City Manager’s Re-
port. The 80+ binders of newspaper articles were 
moved from the MOHPG office at the museum to 
Steve Baker’s home. The board approved the 
MOHPG page that will appear in the spring edition of 
Monrovia Today. 

Inquiries received through the website were a MHS 
yearbook (referred to the Historical Museum), re-
quest for info on the “first” McDonalds at the Monro-
via Airport, and a group wanting to tour the Historical 
Museum (referred to MHM). 

Next meetings will be March 3 and April 7. 

Omar Zambrano/Janel Martinez 
 

Pedro & Armida Torres 
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     A recent article in the Arcadia Weekly newspaper 
(January 31 – February 6) spoke of a plan by the Ar-
cadia City Council to adopt a preservation ordinance 
to protect historic resources within the city. The city 
has identified a list of “176 potential historic re-
sources” to protect. At this point in time, however, it 
is not even a given that said ordinance 
will be passed by the city council. 
     For a number of years, we have 
watched our neighbor to the west allow 
the demolition of many of its ranch 
style homes and the construction of 
“McMansions” in their place, a prime 
example of development run amok. 
The obvious questions arise - What 
has taken so long? And is it too late to 
protect its architectural history? 
     Many long time members of 
MOHPG can recall with dismay the de-
struction of perhaps Arcadia’s most 
distinguished iconic and historical 
structure – Anoakia. This 1913 three-
story, 50 room mansion located at the 
NE corner of Baldwin Avenue and 
Foothill Boulevard was built by the 
daughter of the city’s founder, Elias 
Jackson “Lucky” Baldwin. Anita Bald-
win spared no expense in constructing 
the 17,000 square foot home, located 
on nineteen acres, and lived there until 
her death in 1939. It then became a girls’ school (and 
later a coeducational school) until 1990. While 
preservationists lamented the planned demolition of 
this historical resource, they were unable to come up 
with the more than $11 million it would have taken to 
purchase the property. As a result, the building was 
demolished in 1999 and in its place now stand 31 
luxury homes. Few driving past this corner, with the 
homes hidden behind a tall block wall, realize what 
noteworthy piece of architecture formerly stood there. 
     Those who were MOHPG members back then 
had the rare privilege to see inside the home not long 

before its demise. Several months before its destruc-
tion, we were able to glimpse the interior of this once 
magnificent home. Losses of this magnitude often 
have far-reaching effects and linger in people’s mem-
ories even decades later. 
     While preservation can always be achieved as 
long as anything remains worth saving, one has to 
question why so many historical resources had to be 
lost and neighborhoods compromised in Arcadia and 

why it has taken so long to recognize the importance 
of saving what is left. Monrovia, which enacted its 
preservation ordinance in 1995 and strengthened its 
protections in 2016, has long treasured its history 
and sought to preserve as much of it as possible. 
With 146 local landmark designations and the recent 
restoration of the historic Santa Fe Depot, residents 
and city officials can proudly claim to have placed in 
proper perspective the relationship between preser-
vation and development. We can only hope that our 
neighbor will follow our example. 

This photo of Anoakia only hints at the magnificence of what many would 
have said was Arcadia’s most significant historical resource. It was torn 
down to make way for luxury homes when financing could not be obtained 
to save the edifice as a historical museum. 
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Address Correction Requested 

 
March - Women’s History Month 
 3  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 7  Thurs  Monrovia Reads Across Monrovia; details at www.monroviareads.org 
     or contact Joanne Spring (626-358-1952). 
 10  Sun  Day Light Savings - set clocks ahead 1 hour 
 16  Sat  Metro Art Tour along the Gold Line, 10 am. Details on page 3. 
     (NOTE: You must RSVP for this event by March 8!) 
 17   Sun  St. Patrick’s Day 
 20  Wed  First day of spring 
 
April 
 1  Mon  April Fools Day 
 7  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 14  Sun  Tour Homeowner/House Captain Meeting, 3 pm 
 21  Sun  Easter 
 
May - Local, State, National Preservation Month 
 5  Sun  37th MOHPG Historic Homes Tour (see page 4) 
 12  Sun  Mothers’ Day 
 27  Mon  Memorial Day 


