
      

 
     The Monrovia Historical Society was formed in 
1979 for the express purpose of restoring and main-
taining the George H. Anderson House, a home that 
was built at 215 E Lime by John Anderson, as a 
house museum.  
     John Anderson exemplified the craftsmen brought 
in to build the town. He had been recruited to build 
the first hotel, the Monrovia Hotel on Myrtle Avenue, 
and he built this home for his family that same year - 
1886.  It is one of the five oldest homes in the city 
and a textbook example of the town’s new citizens. 
     Monrovia was of course the creation of William 
Monroe and his partners, who saw the possibilities 
that a new railroad made for local oranges to be sold 
farther afield, opening the spot to settlers 
and farmers. They acquired land from 
Lucky Baldwin’s sprawling ranch and 
planned a brand-new town with homes, 
churches, banks, and government.  The 
first lots went on sale in 1886 and by the 
end of 1887 168 homes and had been 
built.   
     The Anderson home has only been 
lived in by one family; John and his wife 
Lizzie’s son George lived in the home un-
til George’s death in 1976.  At that same 
moment an historic preservation commit-
tee of the city had been searching for an 
historic home to make into a house muse-
um. The Anderson home was selected as 
a perfect example of how a family in the 
new town would have lived.  It was im-
portant because of who built it, a fine ex-
ample of simple Victorian architecture, 

and thankfully unmodified since it was first built.  By 
1979 it became the official choice, and the property 
was turned over to a newly formed Monrovia Histori-
cal Society to assume its care.  
     In 1979 the newly created Monrovia Historical So-
ciety undertook an extraordinary effort, partnering 
with over a dozen local organizations to restore the 
donated home, which had fallen into disrepair, and to 
furnish it authentically, as its contents had been sold 
to fund the restoration.  Once that was accom-
plished, the home was opened to public visitors and 
school children as a museum depicting daily life in 
the 1800s. 
     A central figure in the Society was then City Histo-
rian Myron Hotchkiss. He wrote articles on Monrovia 
history, transcribed old newspapers, lobbied the city 
to protect historic structures, photographed those  
                            (con’t on page 4)    
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     At its May 1 board meeting, the MOHPG board vot-
ed to eliminate the board position of historian. The 
consensus was that there was really no one in the 
community with a strong enough background in history 
to provide the resources that Steve Baker possessed. 
That position was created just for him when he joined 
the MOHPG board in October 2012. 
     The result is that the board now consists of 11 
members. There will always be an option to enlarge 
the board in the future if the situation warrants it. 
 

     Discussions have already begun at the city level 
and also in the community of how best to honor the 
memory of city treasurer and historian Steve Baker 
who passed away on April 4. Generally, the city re-
quires that at least three year have passed before any 
type of memorial action is taken. However, in this case 
Steve was such a well-known and important contribu-
tor to the historic fabric of the community that it is very 
likely that the City Council could waive that require-
ment. 
     A number of suggestions have surfaced with regard 
to how best to accomplish this. Several so far men-
tioned have included: 
a.       Naming an area of the Library Enhancement 
Project in his honor  
b.       Commissioning artwork – neighborhood treas-
ures OR a statue in Old Town (someone said 
“Monrovia Monopoly Man”-like statue with a top hat 
would be perfect). 
c.       Renaming a building or feature at a City facility. 
     A decision on this is likely going to take a while to 
allow for input from those who knew Steve and have 
suggestions on a way to properly and appropriately 
recognize his many contributions to the community 
over the almost 75 years Steve resided here. 
     If you have any suggestions or input to provide on 
this matter, please direct your ideas to Monrovia’s City 
Manager Dylan Feik at: 
                   dfeik@ci.monrovia.ca.us 
We will keep you posted on the progress of this topic. 
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     Program Chair Lee Schamadan has set up a 
timely program for the month of June - an introduc-
tion to the concept of the ADU (Accessory Dwelling 
Unit). ADUs are an affordable and effective option for 
adding housing in California. They are sometimes 
referred to as granny flats or in-law units and can be  
constructed on a single-family lot in a variety of con-
figurations. 

  
     With housing shortages widespread throughout 
the state of California, the legislature last year 
passed Senate Bills 9 & 10 which were aimed at ad-
dressing that shortage, allowing homeowners to de- 

molish a house, split the lot, and build two units on 
each resulting parcel. These bills have the potential 
of changing the appearance of character neighbor-
hoods and thus present a real threat to the wealth of 
older homes in Monrovia, a threat MOHPG has been 
combating for over forty years. ADUs present anoth-
er option for creating housing without altering the fab-
ric of a neighborhood. 
     Our presenters for this timely program will be 
Craig Jimenez, Community Development Director, 
and Sheri Bermejo, Planning Division Manager, both 
on staff at the City of Monrovia where they have 
been for many years. They will be able to answer 
your questions about the ins and outs of ADUs, 
questions such as:    
                   
a. What is a junior ADU? 
b. What is the difference between an ADU and a 

UFO? (Just kidding) 
c. Can I build one? 
d. Should I build one? 
e. How do I pay for it? 
f. Is my lot big enough for an ADU? 
g. Do I have to provide parking for the tenants of an 

ADU? 
h. How much interior square footage does an ADU 

have to have? 
These questions and many more will be addressed in 
detail. Even if you have no plans or desires to install 
an ADU on your property at the present time, learn-
ing all the ins and outs of how to go about building 
one will be helpful if at some time in the future you 
change your mind. 
     We hope you will be free to come out on this sum-
mer evening and learn all the information you would 
need to contemplate constructing an ADU on your 
property. It’s a convenient way to bring yourself up to 
speed on this trending movement. 
 

                           JOIN US 
WHEN: Thursday, June 23, 2022 
TIME: 7 pm 
LOCATION: 146 Highland Place, Monrovia Generally, but not always, ADUs are built behind the main 

house and thus are not visible from the street. They are 
small but are self-contained, having a kitchen, bathroom 
and sleeping area. Most often they are used for rental or to 
provide accommodation for a family member (hence the 
name “granny flat.” 
The unit above attached to the garage is not an ADU but it 
does have a bathroom and an office. How it could be con-
verted to an ADU will be discussed. 
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that were still standing and published two small 
books about them.   
     After Myron passed away, the Society’s Board of 
Directors became less active, and membership de-
clined. The house museum began to need minor re-
pairs that made it unsafe to open to the public, and it 
was temporarily closed. 
     In 2015 the Monrovia Historical Society was revi-
talized by a project it hosted (the Monrovia Legacy 
Project) to digitize the historic photos and papers col-
lected by all of its city historians that were left to the 
Society.  Included were 4800 of Myron Hotchkiss’s 
negatives, original old photographs, and papers. 
Stored in boxes, stashed in closets, they had been 
inaccessible to the public and at risk of deterioration.  
The Legacy Project was supported by a grant from 
the City of Monrovia (with funds earmarked for addi-
tions to the library), private donations, and volunteer 
time. 
     The Legacy Project team ultimately digitized 6700 
historic photographs and papers, stored them ar-
chivally, and posted them online through the Monro-
via Public Library for public access at https://
cityofmonrovia.pastperfectonline.com.  More items 
from local citizens are continually added. 

Recent Restoration Work at the Anderson House  
     Since its original restoration in 1979, as with any 
structure of its age, more repairs became critical to 
its survival.  The roof needed replacing, the 1886 
ceiling plaster began falling, and the wallpaper came 
loose.  The current restoration project is completing 
these tasks, to make the house safe again for visi-
tors. 
Sewer Pipe Repair. In 2016 it was discovered that 
the water to the house was non-functional as the old 
clay sewer pipe had been destroyed by work done in  
                               (con’t on page 5) 

In this photo taken before the start of the recent restoration 
work, it is easy to see how the peeling wallpaper detracts 
from the vintage Victorian furniture in the room. 

The original plaster which was over 135 years old was 
showing its age and actually presented a danger of falling 
from the ceiling 
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the alley to install utility lines. Repairing the damage 
was the first big project, completed in 2016. 
Roof replacement.  When the plaster in the kitchen 
ceiling started to come down, the plaster was re-
moved down to the original lathe and sunlight could 
be seen coming through.  Clearly a new roof was 
needed.  That was completed in 2020 made possible 
by a fund-raising campaign that included a matching 
grant from MOHPG. 
Re-plastering. In 2021 plaster began falling from the 
ceilings in the parlor, hallway, and back bedroom. In  

 
January 2022 these rooms and the kitchen ceiling 
were re-plastered by Mountjoy Construction using 
the traditional method – an almost lost skill.  A 
COVID grant helped cover these costs. 
Painting. The exterior front of the house was repaint-
ed in 2020 with a gift by Norm Haley Real Estate.  In 
2022 interior rooms -- the parlor, hallway, kitchen, 
and back bedroom -- are being painted.  
Replacing the wallpaper. The wallpaper in the parlor 
has been removed and will soon be replaced. The 
old wallpaper in the kitchen will also be removed and 
replaced with paint, which costs less than wallpaper 
and is more authentic to an 1880s kitchen.  
Gardens.  The front garden has been redesigned, 
with a new rose garden installed, a gift from Norm 
Haley Real Estate. The oak trees were trimmed.  The 
sprinkler system upgraded by John Watson. The sign 
refurbished, twice. The backyard cleaned and ce-
ment fence painted on Make-A-Difference Day in 
2019. A never-ending challenge, it was cleaned 
again in 2022 by a team led by Katie Gundersen with 
muscle from the Volunteer Center.  
     In addition to the restoration work on the building 
itself, in 2020-2021 Board members cleaned, sorted, 
labeled, logged and archivally stored nearly all of the 
contents -- hundreds of items stuffed in closets over 
four decades -- photos, linens, scrapbooks, maps, 
architectural plans and furniture. They identified 
some items that would be best sold or donated else-
where and had a Treasures Sale that put items not 
suited to the museum in better hands. The funds 
from the sale helped defray some of the restoration 
costs. 
     Even with all of this generosity and help, because 
it takes both hands and funds. To help maintain this 
very special Monrovia treasure you can donate here:  
https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org/anderson-
house.  
To contribute time contact the Monrovia Historical 
Society at: https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org .  
     The Historical Society expects to complete the 
painting and wallpapering this spring so it can open 
the house museum again for visitors this summer or 
fall.   An easy way for you to be part of the fun is to 
be a docent. Let the Historical Society know if you 
can do that. 
     Learn more about the Monrovia Historical Society 
on its website. https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org.  
     You can take a virtual tour of the George H. An-
derson House here: http://oodles.us.com/anderson/
andersonhouse.m4v.  
 
(NOTE: This article was written by Sandy Burud who 
is on the board of the Monrovia Historical Society 
and is also a member of MOHPG. 
 
All of the photos used in this essay are courtesy of 
the Monrovia Historical Society.) 

John Watson spent many hours replacing worn or dam-
aged sprinkler heads to insure that the new rose garden 
would be properly watered 

https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org/anderson-house
https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org/anderson-house
https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org
https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org
http://oodles.us.com/anderson/andersonhouse.m4v
http://oodles.us.com/anderson/andersonhouse.m4v
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     The MOHPG board met on Sunday, May 1, at 10 
am with seven of the eleven board members present. 
No one attended via Zoom although that possibility 
was available. The minutes from the April meeting 
were approved. 
 

The current MOHPG membership stands at 184 
households. New member Michael Andrews was 
added the past month. Kristen Norton suggested that 
in conjunction with May being local, state and nation-
al preservation month, we should offer two free walk-
ing tours for any membership received during this 
month. That offer will be posted on our website and 
Facebook page. 
 

Michael Kaplan sent out the financial reports ahead 
of the board meeting, and noted that no checks had 
been written over the past month. 
 

A small group of 10 attended the April 7 program 
held at 504 E. Lemon Avenue, a historic landmark 
(#66). On May 15, MOHPG will travel to the Lanter-
man House in La Cañada Flintridge, a program that 
requires RSVPs (18 so far). The June 23 program 
will be on ADUs (accessory dwelling units) with the 
speakers being Craig Jimenez and Sheri Bermejo 

from city staff. A date is not yet set but in September 
the program will be a visit to Rubel Castle in Glen-
dora. 
 

The biggest need right now for next year’s in-person 
tour will be for someone to handle securing ads for 
the tour brochure. 
 

There has been no update on the effort to have the 
wiring in the Box Jeweler’s street clock evaluated. 
MOHPG will be participating in the MAFA Art Show 
next October 1 with an information booth. And as a 
note, the video on Steve Baker has so far registered 
over 1100 views on YouTube. 
 

The next walking tour of downtown Monrovia is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 7. There will not be a 
tour in June. The board voted to eliminate the board 
position of historian as there is really no one to re-
place Steve (The position was created just for him.) 
The board will have 11 members moving forward. 
Two motor tours were sold over the past month. The 
board voted to reimburse John Zuk the $154 cost of 
renewing our subscription to Constant Contact. A 
vote was also taken to reimburse John Watson for 
the cost of printing 300 Welcome Wagon envelopes. 
A copy of Monrovia Today: Spring 2022 was passed 
around. The MOHPG page in Monrovia Today for the 
summer edition was submitted April 13. 
 

Only two inquiries were received over the past 
month, one from the new owner at 228 N. Primrose 
Avenue wanting information on landmarking, and one 
from a member asking for a referral for an electrician. 
 

The next board meeting will be held on July 10 at 10 
am. No meeting will be held in June. In addition, 
there will not be a meeting in August as MOHPG is 
dark that month. MOHPG members are always wel-
come to attend board meetings. 

   

Hal Leavens 
Jim Wigton 

Oliver & Bobbie Chi 
Darrell Brooke 

John & Megan Ferrell 
Gene & Nell Elerding 

Melton Workroom 
Alexander Beebee 

 

Martha Rund 
Chris & Becky Shevlin 

John & Penny Zuk 
Duane & Meredith Swierczynski 

Eliot Bean & Edna Teller 
Rich Andrews 

 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 

https://youtu.be/Mi-qx8cU08M


Page 7         www.mohpg.org                                June 2022 

 
     It was a perfect day, weather wise, to get out for a 
house visit, and twenty-three MOHPG members did 
just that as we traveled to La Cañada Flintridge to 
get a tour of the 1915 Lanterman House. 

     The house was built by the Lanterman family 
when that area was just beginning to develop, a pro-
cess that took longer than areas in the San Gabriel 
Valley due to a dearth of available water. It stayed in 
the hands of the family until the last son died in 1987. 
The house was then bequeathed to the city which set 
about restoring the home before it was opened to the 
public in 1993.  
     (As an interesting side note, much of the interior 
frieze detailing on the walls and ceilings was hand 
painted my MOHPG’s very own Ed Pinson.) 

     Because of Dr. Roy Lanterman’s relief work in 
San Francisco after the 1906 devastating earthquake 
and because of the destruction he witnessed while 
there, he wanted his home to be insulated from the 
effects of an earthquake, so he had the house built of 
cement up to one foot thick. It was the first cement 
house built west of the Mississippi River. It cost 
$11,000 to build. 

     The house was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1994, in large part due to the fact 
that one of the sons (Frank) had a long and illustrious 
career in the California State Assembly. 
     Given the time during which the house was built, it 
is not surprising to find that there was both gas and 
electric lighting in the house in 1915. When the 
house was restored, it was done so to the appear-
ance of the house as it was in the 1930s. 
     To view the house, our group was split in two 
halves and each one had its own docent. The tour 
lasted about one hour. Afterwards, everyone gath-
ered outside for something to eat and drink, bringing 
to an end a perfectly planned outing. 
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Address Correction Requested 

 
June 
  No MOHPG board meeting in June 
  14  Tues  Flag Day 
  19  Sun  Father’s Day 
  21  Tues  Summer begins 
  23  Thurs  MOHPG Program on ADUs (Accessory Dwelling Units) 
      See page 3 for details. 
 
July 
  4  Mon  Independence Day 
  10  Sun  MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am 
 
August 
  MOHPG is dark during this month and no activities are scheduled. 
 
September 
  5  Mon  Labor Day 
  11  Sun  MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am 
  23  Thurs  Fall begins 
 
 


