
      

 
     As the town of Monrovia began to take shape in 
1886, it soon became apparent that one element 
would be necessary in order for people to come to 
the area, buy land, and settle down. That element 
was a hotel. The situation was remedied when the 
first hotel (and the first building to be erected on Myr-
tle Avenue) was built by mid-
1886. It was located where 
today’s Mundial Restaurant 
and the Box Jewelers street 
clock are situated and was 
known as the Monrovia Ho-
tel (later it was called the 
Mills Hotel). 
     But a more elegant es-
tablishment was on the way 
and would also be built by 
the middle of 1886. It was 
called the  La Vista Grande 
Hotel (later named the 
Grand View Hotel and then 
The Antlers). It was located 
on the northwest corner of 
Ivy and Lemon Avenues, site 
of today’s City Hall. 
    The hotel was built by Lt. 
Colonel Samuel Keefer who 
was one of the earliest set-
tlers in Monrovia and who came to own considerable 
acreage in town. He arrived in the fall of 1885 and 
stayed with William Monroe and his family in their 
palatial home on what is now Primrose Avenue. 
Keefer was an invalid suffering from a complication 
of incurable diseases. His mental depression led him 
to commit suicide on the second floor of the hotel on 

January 23, 1887. A memorial service was held at 
the hotel and then his body was shipped to Indiana 
where he was buried. 
     Keefer also built the first mercantile establishment 
on Myrtle Avenue (before he built the hotel), and it 
still stands on the northeast corner of Myrtle and 
Lemon Avenues. (For more information on that build-
ing, see the March 2020 issue of this newsletter.)  
One other item of note about Keefer is that present 

day Canyon Boulevard was originally named Char-
lotte Avenue after his oldest daughter. 
     The hotel was three stories high with about fifty 
rooms, and the rooms were elegantly furnished. 
They were lit by gas which was produced by the ho-
tel’s own gas plant. 
                            (con’t on page 3)   
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The La Vista Grande Hotel as it appeared in 1897. By then its name had changed to 
Grand View Hotel. The hotel was vacant for a year before it burned down in 1916. 



 

 

Page 2        www.mohpg.org       June 2020 

 

by Jim Wigton 
 

     Early May passed uneventfully, as for the first time 
in over thirty years I was not volunteering on the day of 
the MOHPG historic homes tour. In fact no one was 
volunteering so I was not alone, as the MOHPG board 
was obligated to cancel the tour out of consideration 
for the health of our members and the tour goers. 
     It seems a shame to have broken a string of 37 
straight tours, but life has a way of waylaying the best 
plans of man (and woman). That said, I can safely say 
that we will be back and the tradition will be continued. 
The tour has become synonymous with the May cele-
bration of the founding of our fair city, and we will 
make sure that when we do return it will be in the high-
est tradition of all that has gone before. 
     If you are anal retentive about dates, then mark 
your calendars for Sunday, May 2, 2021 when we plan 
to restart our signature tradition. 
 

     I am an early riser and always have been. Even so, 
there are many out there who beat me to the punch. 
That is, until recently . . . 

Foothill Boulevard, looking west towards Arcadia, nev-
er looked so lonely as it has during this pandemic. But 
never fear, the hordes of vehicles will return, just you 
wait and see! 
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                          (con’t from page 1) 
 
     Situated a little southwest of the hotel was a club-
house which was furnished with card tables and bil-
liard tables and was a place for men to relax and be 
entertained. The club house saw its demise in part 
brought about by a city vote (109-1) in December 
1887 to prohibit alcohol in the fledgling town. The 
clubhouse was later moved to 147 W. Lemon Ave-
nue, and it was demolished around 1968. 
     In the 1890s when the hotel was known as The 
Antlers, a request was made to allow the hotel to 

serve wine and beer to its guests, given the 
“metropolitan nature” of the clientele. That request 
was granted even though the rest of the town was 
dry. 
     The editor of the Monrovia News Post observed 
the following about this arrangement: 
 
     “It was said that there were an unusually large       
number of Monrovians who immediately registered at 
the hotel. It was alleged, of course, very maliciously, 
that certain of them registered but for a brief period. 
They checked in at any hour of the day and checked 
out before the froth had dried on the bar.”   
 
     It would appear that not all of the townspeople 
were happy with the alcoholic restrictions in place at 
the time! 
     Ownership of the hotel changed hands several 
times over the years, with even William Monroe, the 
founder of the town, taking ownership of it for a short 

while (1893 - 1894). The hotel was 
vacant in 1915, and in a spectacu-
lar fire of unknown origins it 
burned to the ground on May 3, 
1916. 
     The fire chief at the time, 
George C. King, complained that 
his crew was unable to save the 
structure because it lacked up-to-
date fire fighting equipment. As a 
result, the following September 
saw the city trustees (we now re-
fer to them as the city council) au-
thorize the purchase of a 1917 
Seagrave pumper at a cost of 
$5,000. It had a three hundred 
and fifty gallon capacity and 
marked the beginning of a “real” 
fire department for the city which 
came thirty years after the town 
was founded. 
     As a side note, that fire engine 
left Monrovia in the 19030s but 
was purchased by resident Susan 
Motander and given to the fire de-
partment a number of years ago. It 

has been partially restored by Chris Kidd of Tired 
Iron Works in Monrovia.   
      Photos Courtesy of the Monrovia Legacy Project 

 

This photo shows the elegant interior of the hotel parlor, taken a year after the 
hotel was built in 1886. 

A view of the interior of the hotel clubhouse, taken in 1887. 

https://cityofmonrovia.pastperfectonline.com/
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     Sometime in the overnight hours of August 6-7, 
2013, an errant automobile jumped the curb at the 
northwest corner of Myrtle and Lime Avenues and 
ploughed into the east-facing side of the drinking 
fountain structure that had been given to the city in 
1909 by the Farmers’ Club. The impact collapsed the 
roof and the granite support structure on the Myrtle 
side.  
     Early the following morning, city crews could be 
seen collecting the debris and erecting a barrier 
around what little was left standing. Before recon-

struction could begin, the city had to reach a settle-
ment figure with the insurance company. 
     It wasn’t until may 6, 2014 that the City Council 
approved $7,087.91  to be paid to Bruce Goss and 
his crew from Sierra Madre to reconstruct the granite 
portion of the fountain. Amazingly, none of the blocks 
had sustained any damage, and Goss and his crew 
were able to place each block in exactly the right 
place. In addition they reinstalled the decorative de-

tailing between the granite blocks. That work was 
completed on July 15, 2014.That left only the roof 

needing to be replaced. The city approached 
MOHPG at that point to see if the organization would 
re-install the roof, an inquiry that met with a resound-
ing “Yes!”  
     The accident had broken almost half of the roof 
tiles and all of the beaded board underlayment as 
well as the roof rafters. The city purchased replace-
ment wood, and MOHPG was able to secure enough 

vintage roof tiles to replace those that had been dam-
aged. MOHPG member Robb Stewart cut the design 
on the rafters to match the original. 
     Once all the wood had been painted, it was time 
to begin the installation. The beams were bolted to 
the granite to insure that the roof wouldn’t slide off in                      
       (con’t on page 5)                               

Workers from Monrovia’s Public Works Department gather 
up the remnants of the fountain, which were then stored 
until such time as the fountain could be rebuilt. 

Bruce Goss (left) and his crew replace the beading detail 
that had existed between the granite blocks when the 
fountain was originally constructed in 1909. 

A close up photo of the end of one of the 6x6 beams re-
veals the wood rot damage incurred over the past century. 
All four beams were repaired with a 2-part epoxy and once 
painted looked as good as new. 
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                             (con’t from page 4) 
an earthquake. The wood portion of the roof installa-
tion was completed on December 4, 2014. 
     That left only mounting the tiles onto the roof. 
That was completed on March 22, 2015. A special 
thank you to all the MOHPG members who helped 
with this effort. 
     It was truly an example of teamwork! A special 
thanks to those who contributed their sweat equity. 
   Gloria Crudgington  John Watson 
   Jimi Hendrix   Jim Wigton 
   Alan Morse   Chip Young 
   Susan Motander 
   John Rogers 
   Robb Stewart 
(Note: The water fountain has since been replaced.) 

The fountain with the wood roof replaced. 

Good as new! 
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     Shown below is an update of the chart first pre-
sented in last month’s newsletter which indicates the 
number of confirmed coronavirus cases in Monrovia. 
The chart shows the total number of cases reported 

since the first two cases in Monrovia were identified 
on March 25, 2020. As can be seen in the line graph, 
the number of cases increased slowly at first, but to-
ward the end of April began to increase significantly. 
     As we know from the volumes of information pro-
vided in news reports, TV interviews, Internet post-

ings, etc., health officials counsel that there has to be 
a “flattening” of the curve before we can begin to 
consider reopening businesses on a large scale.  So 
far that is not happening as far as Monrovia is con-
cerned, so it is difficult to predict when we might be 
seeing non-essential businesses in town opening 
their doors. 
     It might be worth pointing out that as of May 21, 
54 of the confirmed cases have occurred in one nurs-
ing facility in Monrovia. Those care facilities have 
borne the brunt of infections not only here but 
throughout the United States. 

   

Hal Leavens 
Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 

Jim Wigton 
Darrell Brooke 

John Ferrell/Megan Spargo-Ferrell 
Frank & Tammy Guarino 

Donna Baker 

 

Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley 
Richard Andrews 

Oliver & Bobbie Chi 
Janice Melton 

Edith Repp 
Wendy Gruber 

 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 
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     Man’s (and woman’s) best friend may view the 
current coronavirus pandemic from a different point 
of view.  With owners spending more time at home 
and going out less, any opportunity to leave the 
house is welcome, and you can bet our four-legged 
friends are loving it! 
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June 
 14  Sun  Flag Day 
 21  Sun  Father’s Day 
 
July 
 4  Sat  Independence Day 
 12  Sun  MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
     (Dependent on coronavirus situation.) 
 25  Sat  Annual MOHPG Meeting & Potluck, 5:30 pm, Community Room, 
     Monrovia Library 
August 
   MOHPG traditionally does not have any events scheduled for this month. 
 
September 
 12  Sat  4th Annual Earthquake Workshop, 11 am to 2 pm, 
     Community Room, Monrovia Library 
     RSVPs are required (Can RSVP starting August 1). 


