
      

 
     If you want to travel to or from the Gold Line Sta-
tion in town, you now have several options, one of 
which is to call Lyft, a rideshare company, which in 
the last few years has negotiated to provide 
rideshare service within the city. Riders pay a nomi-
nal amount, with the City of Monrovia picking up the 
remainder of the tab. It’s a quick and inexpensive 
way to get to and from the Gold Line Station, and 
you can then use the light rail system to travel 
throughout the Los Angeles region. 

     When Monrovia was founded on May 17, 1886, 
getting to “town” wasn’t as much of a problem for the 
fledgling city as it was for other localities. From early 
on, there was rail service providing easy access to 
the area for travelers arriving from Los Angeles. At 
the beginning they came via the Santa Fe railroad 
line (starting on November 5, 1886) which dropped 
them off at the current Gold Line Station (There were 
two previous depots at this location; the current San-
ta Fe Depot, recently restored, was the third depot 
and was built in 1926). The problem for travelers was 
then how to get to the heart of town which was about 
a mile away. That problem was solved by the for-
mation of the Monrovia Street Railway, a mule-drawn 

street car that took pas-
sengers from the Santa 
Fe Depot to town and 
back again. 
     The street trolley line 
began operation on July 
9, 1887. There were two 
routes to town. The first 
went up Myrtle Avenue, 
turned left on Lemon Ave-
nue where those staying 
at the La Vista Grande 
Hotel (located on the site 
of today’s city hall) could 
be dropped off, and then 
continuing on Ivy north to 
White Oak Avenue (now 
called Foothill Boulevard). 
The other route traveled 
up Magnolia, right on 
Lemon and then left on 
Myrtle up to White Oak.           

 
       (con’t on page 6) 
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The “mule car” provided a means for visitors arriving at the Santa Fe Depot to get to 
town without having to walk the dusty streets.. The mules pulled the car uphill, and then 
rode in the back on the return trip downhill. 
                                                                 Photo Courtesy of the Monrovia Legacy Project 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     Another tour is in the books, and that is due to all 
the people who unselfishly give so much of their time 
and energy to making this signature event so success-
ful. We are talking around 200 of you!  It is extremely 
gratifying that so many people care about preservation 
that they are willing to donate time to the cause. 
     I want to emphatically say “thank you” to all of you, 
especially those who we count on, year in and year 
out. There is no replacement for experience, and we 
have that in abundance. When someone new comes 
on board, they are able to seamlessly slip into the role 
of docent or whatever position they have volunteered 
for, confident that there are others who know the ropes 
and can assist if necessary. 
     Take a bow, all you volunteers! 
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     The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article sub-
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MISSION  
The Monrovia Historic Preservation Group (MOHPG) 
seeks to preserve Monrovia’s architectural heritage 
through advocacy and actions that promote historic 
preservation. 

     The MOHPG Board is pleased to announce the ad-
dition of its latest member, Michael Kaplan. He will be 
filling the last open board position, that of Member-At-
Large. The board is now back to full strength with 12 
members. 
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     As a fitting conclusion to this year’s Historic 
Homes Tour, program chair Lee Schamadan has 
scheduled a special event for the month of June. We 
will be visiting the Live Oak Cemetery (off Duarte 
Road just east of Myrtle Avenue) where Town Histo-
rian Steve Baker will be leading us a visit to the 
graves of homeowners whose homes were on the 
tour this year. The event will take place on Sunday, 
June 23, at 1 pm. 
     Steve is well-known for his many, informative (and 
sometimes scary since he has done visits around 
Halloween) tours of Live Oak Cemetery. His vast 
knowledge of the early settlers of Monrovia enables 
him to provide detailed accounts of how these folks 
impacted Monrovia and what role they played in its 
development. 
     And for a special end-of-visit indulgence, the nice 
folks at Live Oak will be treating everyone to an ice 
cream social, a most apropos ending to the after-
noon. When Monrovia was founded in 1886, there 
were no phones, radio and TV, so one of the more 

popular social activities residents might enjoy was 
the ice cream social. After all, everyone likes ice 
cream, right? 

         

WHEN: Sunday, June 23, 2019 
TIME: 1 pm 
LOCATION: Live Oak Memorial Park, 
                     200 E. Duarte Road, Monrovia 
 
Town Historian Steve Baker will take us on a nostal-
gic return to Monrovia’s earliest days as we visit the 
graves of owners of the homes that were on the tour 
in May. Steve’s cemetery tours are legendary so don’t 
miss another one of his gems! 
Open to all tour goers and volunteers. 

William A. Pile was a Civil War General and also served as 
governor of New Mexico before it became a state. He ad-
dition he was appointed Minister to Venezuela by Presi-
dent Grant. He built his Queen Anne Victorian home, Idle-
wild, in 1887 for $12,000 (It was named after a friend’s 
estate on the Hudson River. He died only two years after 
Idlewild was built. 
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     What a day! Whatever it was - good weather or a 
fine selection of homes or the fact that they were all 
Victorians - the day of the 37th Historic Homes Tour 
turned out to be one of the best ever! Enthusiasm 
was at a high point all day long, and the homes 
staffed with knowledgeable docents did not disap-
point. Several of this year’s owners spent much of 
Saturday, the day before, making last minute 
“improvements” to their home so that they would be 
at their best on tour day. And it was apparent. 
     Attendance was its highest (520) since 2013, but 
lines were short and, whatever wait there was, was 

well worth it.  
     A special thanks goes out to all the homeowners 
who opened their homes for viewing: Larry Rem-
linger & Sandy Burud, John & Megan Ferrell, 
Omar Zambrano & Janel Martinez, Brandon & 
Tracie bateson, Larry & DeEtte Albinski, and Lin-
da Leigh Long.  
     And of course, a tremendous  “Thank You” to all 
the docents, house captains, tour committee, junior 
docents, and vintage car owners who once again 
made the tour a quality event. The realtors at Deasy 
Penner Podley and Becky Rivanis deserve a special 
thanks for providing refreshments to keep our visitors 
energized for the day. 
     Thanks, one and all!! 

Dianne Disney (center) is a long time tour volunteer. Ralph Walker is also a host for local TV station KGEM. 

Vintage cars are in abundance on tour day. 

Lines were manageable on a cool, cloudy morn. 

Jim Carne delights in sharing vintage home lore. 
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     Part of the fun of participating in a home tour is 
looking back over the events of the day and knowing 
how many people had a special time. Part of that is 
viewing the pictures which capture the many aspects 
of the tour. For that we are indebted to our photogra-

pher Larry Marotta who travels to the various homes 
to record the beauty of the event. He has done this 
for many years, and his photos enable us to relive 
past tours and take pride in hosting a class event that 
has become an annual tradition in this community. 
     For more of Larry’s photos, go to the MOHPG 
website. 

 
     For the second time in two months, the City of 
Monrovia has landmarked another structure, this time 
a commercial building located at the NW corner of 
Foothill Boulevard and Mayflower Avenue. The cur-
rent owners are in the process of restoring much of 
the building, including transom windows, bulkheads 
and storefront windows.. 
     To qualify as a landmark, a structure must meet at 
least one of seven criteria. This building, which was 
completed in 1924 and then was added to on the 
west side in 1925, actually meets three of the criteria: 
Criteria 4 - Embodies one or more distinctive 
characteristics of style, type, period, design, materi-
als, detail or craftsmanship. 
Criteria 5 - It has a unique location or physical char-
acteristics or represents an established and familiar 
feature of neighborhood, community, or the City of 
Monrovia. 
Criteria 6 - It incorporates elements that help pre-
serve and protect an historic place or area of historic 

interest in the City. 
     Staff recommended approval of the building as a 
landmark with a Mills Act contract and the Historic 
Preservation Commissioners agreed. The City Coun-
cil then made the action official at the May 21 city 
council meeting. 

501-509 West Foothill Boulevard, HL #148 

Docent Brenda Trainor (left) in period attire. Carol Vesely (in white dress) shows off the living room. 

http://www.mohpg.org/
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                               (con’t from page 1) 
 
Because the land naturally sloped away from the 
mountains, the two mules would pull the car up the 
incline to town and then they would ride in the rear of 
the car on the downhill coast back to the depot. The 
total one-way distance was about one and a half 
miles. 
     According to former city historian Myron Hotch-
kiss, “During the course of the countless trips back 
and forth, on one occasion while coasting down hill 
the car gained more than the anticipated speed with 
the result that said mule power was shaking from its 

platform. After this experience it was never again 
possible to get the mules to ride and subsequently 
horses replaced them, but were required to walk at 
all times.” 
     In some of the early pictures of Myrtle Avenue, 
the rail lines in the middle of the street are easily visi-
ble, with some of the pictures even showing the mule 
car in operation. The mule trolley was operated by 
the city for the first eight years and was then sold to 
Leonidas Barnes in 1896. He operated it until 1917 
when the tracks in the street were removed. Myrtle 
Avenue was not paved until 1910. 

In this 1905 photo of Myrtle Avenue taken from ap-
proximately the cross street of Olive Avenue looking 
north, a close examination of the middle of the street, 
which at this point was still unpaved, reveals the two 

rail lines used by the mule car to reach town from the 
railroad deport. 
 
       Photo Courtesy of the Monrovia Legacy Project 
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     With the Historic Homes Tour scheduled for the 
first Sunday in May, the board met one week earlier 
than it normally does. The first item on the agenda 
was to approve the addition of Michael Kaplan to the 
board (see photo on page 2). He is a relatively new 
member of MOHPG (joined in 2018) and fills the last 
open board position, that of Member-At-Large. The 
roster of the board is now complete with 12 mem-
bers.  
     The minutes from April 7 board meeting were ap-
proved. 
 

Helen Falco reported that membership now stands at 
207 households. From now on, in addition to an 
emailed welcome letter from the president which in-
cludes the current newsletter, Helen will be sending 
out a “snail mail” welcome letter which will include a 
postcard and magnet. 
 

Over 30 people attended the visit to the gas station 
on Shamrock on April 25 (coverage of that event is 
on page 6 of the May newsletter). The next program 
is scheduled for Sunday, June 23, at 1 pm. Steve 
Baker will be leading us on a tour of Live oak Ceme-
tery to visit the graves of past owners of homes that 
were on tour this year. The annual potluck dinner is 
set for Saturday, July 27, at 5:30 pm in the Commu-
nity Room of the Monrovia Library. 
 

Janie Gallandat brought the board up to speed on 
preparations for the upcoming tour. House captain 
and docents positions have all been filled, and five 
docent meetings at the homes are scheduled for the 
coming week (the week before the tour). PayPal tick-
et sales so far number 123 (this time last year it was 
75).  
 

The only item of business was the status of the piano 
donation. Members have been informed and a notice 
put on Next Door. We will be looking into ways to get 
the information into other locations. 
 

MOHPG is getting rid of several large red bins that 
we no longer use. One will go to the Historical Muse-
um, two to the Monrovia Garden Club, and five to 
Foothill Kitchens. The 100th year anniversary of the 
founding of Route 66 occurs in 2026, and the board 
introduced the idea of placing signs along Foothill 
Boulevard and Shamrock Avenue which is where 
Route 66 originally passed through Monrovia. That 
discussion will be continued. A special walking tour 
of downtown Monrovia was held on April 20 and one 
person attended (To date 106 people have been on 
the tour). The board approved a $100 donation to the 
Monrovia Library summer reading program. There 
will be an effort to get Idlewild, which is one of the 
houses on this year’s home tour, to qualify for the 
National Register of Historic Places. Monrovia al-
ready has been structures on the list (the Aztec Ho-
tel, the Upton Sinclair home, and The Oaks). The 
process has to go through the State Office of Historic 
Preservation. 
 

Only two inquiries not tour-related came in since the 
last meeting: question why March walking tour was 
not held (rain) and a complaint about cats at the An-
derson House (directed to Sandy Burud). 
 

Next board meetings are June 2 and July 7. 

   

Darrell Brooke 
Frank & Tammy Guarino 

Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 
Hal Leavens 

John & Megan Ferrell 
Nancy McGrain 

 

Vicky Hansen 
Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley 

Wendy Gruber 
Susanne Hayek 

Rich & Joyce Rickenbrode 
 

 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 
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June 
 1  Sat  Walking Tour od Downtown Monrovia, 10 am. $5 per person. 
     Meet at SE corner of Palm and Myrtle Avenues. 
 2  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 5  Wed  Last day of school for Monrovia Unified School District 
 16  Sun  Fathers’ Day 
 23  Sun  Live Oak Cemetery Walk with Steve Baker, 1 pm. See page 3 
     for details. 
July 
 7  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 4  Thurs  Independence Day 
 27  Sat  Annual MOHPG Potluck Meeting, 5:30 pm. Details in the 
     July 2019 newsletter. 
 
August 
 MOHPG is dark this month. No MOHPG activities are scheduled. 
 
September 
 14  Sat  3rd Annual Earthquake Workshop, 11 am to 2 pm 
     (RSVPs required, starting in August). Margaret Vinci of Cal Tech will 
     again be the featured speaker. 


