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MOHPG held its 36th annual Historic Homes Tour on 
May 6, 2018. The tour featured six homes and two 

museums with docents stationed in every home. Go 
to page 7 to see more photos and a tour wrap up. 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     MOHPG saw the conclusion of another successful 
home tour on May 6, an event that only happens when 
a lot of folks volunteer their time and effort to allow us 
the opportunity to showcase several of Monrovia’s 
gems. The list of people to thank is a long one and in-
evitably there’s an omission or two, so beforehand I 
would like to say “Thank You” if you played a 
role of whatever size is assisting us with this challeng-
ing annual task. 
     First and foremost, the two individuals bearing the 
largest load - Ami Perry and Martha Rund. This was 
Ami’s first year at the helm and she did not disappoint. 
Martha, for her part, has had the grueling job of secur-
ing docents (this year required 90!) since 2012, by far 
the longest tenure of any previous docent chair. And to 
top it off she provided flower centerpieces for the pre-
tour dinner! And speaking of which, we want to thank 
Linda Leigh Long, owner of Idlewild, an 1887 Queen 
Anne Victorian, for hosting this year’s dinner which 
was attended by over 65 people! 
     House captains insure the smooth operation at 
each of the homes, and most of ours this year were 
experienced: Robbie Brady (10 years) and Michael 
Sharf (1st year), Sandy Burud (1st year), Diane Davis 
(14 years), Dianne Disney (12 years), Wes & Allyson 
Ferrari (1st year), Jan Harrington (1st year), Michael & 
Janie Kane (6 years), Marianne Lee (8 years), Susie 
Ling (4 years), Edie Ramirez (1st year), John & Dana 
Rogers (5 years), Lee Schamadan (4 years), John Zuk 
(6 years) and Rachel L. Jamieson (1st year), and Pen-
ny Zuk (2 years). Their responsibility cannot be over-
stated. 
     My right arm throughout the days leading up to the 
tour was Chip Young. He delivers and picks up sup-
plies at the houses and transports chairs and tables to 
and from the pre-tour dinner location. 
     And, of course our homeowners: Emidio Checcone/
Christina Ramirez, Steve & Karen Cornford, John & 
Marylee Hull, Vaughn & Jane Kraynak, Jason Rios, 
and Mark & Chace Tydell. Without them there would 
be no tour. 
     For these and all the others deserving of thanks 
with space not allowing - Thank You! 
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     For the Saturday, June 23 MOHPG program (we 
start at 10 am), we will be traveling to the city of San 
Dimas to pay a visit to the Pacific Railroad Museum 
and Library. The library collection began in 1939 
when the Pacific Electric Railroad provided a room in 
the terminal building at Sixth and Main Streets in 
downtown Los Angeles. As the collection grew, a 
more permanent location was needed. 
     The city of San Dimas had acquired the San Di-
mas Santa Fe Railroad Depot in 1974, and several 
years of negotiations by the museum 
produced a lease agreement in 1995, 
allowing the museum to relocate to an 
appropriate site. But this historic build-
ing had seen numerous alterations over 
the years that had to be reversed if the 
building was to resemble its appear-
ance when it served passenger, freight, 
and citrus trains from 1934 to 1968. 
     Fast forward over twenty years later. 
The museum has made remarkable 
progress in its restoration efforts. The 
museum now offers five rooms open to 
the public with displays highlighting the history of San 
Dimas, the Santa Fe Railroad, and the once vibrant 
citrus industry. There is a vintage waiting room (circa 
1930) and the Descanso, a 1909 railroad funeral car, 
that was acquired in 1940 and has since been re-
stored. 

 
     There is also a station agent’s room, a baggage 
room with displays chronicling the Pacific Electric 
Railroad and the Los Angeles Railway, and a freight 
room which now houses 4000 books, photos, slides, 
maps, blueprints, and timetables. 
     MOHPG will be given a special tour of the facility 
by museum curator David Housh. Coming on the 
heels of the completed Santa Fe Depot restoration 
project in Monrovia, this visit will give members a 
chance to view the re-purposing of a nearby depot. 
 
DIRECTIONS: Take the 210 freeway east past the 
57 freeway, exit at San Dimas Avenue (and go 
south). Turn right at Bonita Avenue and travel just 
over a block. The museum will be on the left side of 
the street. 

         

WHERE: Pacific Railroad Museum, 210 W. Bonita 
   Ave, San Dimas 
When: Saturday, June 23, 2018 
Time: 10 am 
 
     We will be treated to a tour of the museum, led by 
the museum curator, David Housh. If you’re a rail-
road fan or just interested in visiting a nearby muse-
um, then this trip should be to your liking. It’s only a 
mere 14 miles from Monrovia! 

The railroad depot where the 
museum is currently located is 
the second depot built at this 
location (1934). The first one, 
built in 887, was destroyed by 
fire in 1933. The museum 
opened in 1995. 
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     Because there would not be a board meeting in 
May (home tour and Mother’s Day), the board met for 
the second time this month. Minutes from the earlier 
April meeting were approved. 
 
Membership Report 
Current membership stands at 224 households which 
is about the total from last year. We now have 9 
memberships at the Supporter level ($100) and 2 
memberships at the Heritage Circle level ($250). 
 
Programs 
Because of the home tour, there will not be a mem-
ber program for May. A possible program for June 
would be a visit to the San Dimas Pacific Railroad 
Museum and Library. Details have yet to be finalized. 
 
Tour Report 
It is one week until the tour, and final preparations 
are being made. Meetings for docents at the houses 
have been set. One was held last week, one will be 
later today, and the other four will occur within three 
days. One week ago the home at 317 Heather 
Heights Court that was set to be on tour had to be 
removed as a result of a broken pipe that caused se-
vere flooding in the home. Luckily, a replacement 
home was found, a 1908 Craftsman located at 149 
Norumbega. Because the tour brochure had yet to be 
submitted, it was possible to make the necessary 
corrections. Steve Baker worked diligently for a solid 
day to complete the house history in time for the final 
submission of the brochure. As of today, 75 tickets 
have been sold through PayPal on the website; last 

year at this time we had sold 73 tickets. A second 
email blast was sent to previous PayPal ticket pur-
chasers on April 19. One more will be sent this week. 
The board authorized hiring the barbershop quartet 
from last year to sing for two hours; we are waiting to 
hear back if they will be available. 
 
Old Business 
Visits to the “first houses” have yet to take place. 
MOHPG hopes to place plaques on all 67 homes, 
subject to the consent of the owners. Alan Morse 
gave the board an update on the house that will be 
built at 239 N. Alta Vista Ave. The home standing 
there now was given a 6Z status code by the Historic 
Preservation Commission and thus can be torn 
down. 
 
New Business 
The board authorized a $115.45 payment to pur-
chase 500 folders for the Welcome Wagon duo of 
John Watson and Hal Leavens.  Also approved were 
$1000 each to the Monrovia Historical Society and 
the Monrovia Historical Museum. Those checks will 
be handed out at the annual meeting in July. 
 
Correspondence 
MOHPG received an inquiry from the DIYNetwork 
regarding the possible filming of several episodes 
which involve the restoration of homes in Monrovia. 
Members were sent an email with the information 
and a notice will also be place in the City Manager’s 
weekly report. 
 
Adjournment 
The next board meeting will not be until July 8. There 
is also no meeting in August because MOHPG is 
dark that month. 

 

Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 
Hal Leavens 

 

Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley 
Margaret Garemore 

Aztec Hotel - owner Qinhan Chen 
The Brooke Law Group, PC 

Edie Ramirez 
Joan Sullivan 

Renee Bannoura 
Wendy Gruber 
Susanne Hayek 

 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 

 
Alex Favela/Amanda Gandara 

Joseph & Janinne Gregg 
Susanne Hayek 

James & Joanne Spring 
Eric & Laura Laun 
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by Shelli Arsenault 
 
     On Monday, April 30, 2018, long time city resi-
dent, Walt Shelly, passed away. Although Walt was 
not born in Monrovia, he moved here at an early age 
with his adoptive family and for the rest of his life felt 
a true affinity for the city. Growing up he attended 
local schools including MAD (Monrovia-Arcadia-
Duarte) High School. 
     As an older adult, Walt remembered from his 
childhood two murals that had hung in the Monrovia 
Post Office. Painted by Helen Katherine Forbes in 
1940, the bears depicted in the artwork were a 
memory he could not dismiss from his mind. 
     Walt was determined to find them and with his 
friend, Clint Arsenault, worked together to research 
and then approach local post office personnel to help 
locate the lost treasures. Although only one surfaced, 
once found, the Monrovia Historic Preservation 
Group (then known as Monrovia Old House Preser-
vation Group) was able to procure monies from the 
Art in Public Places program to restore the mural and 
then have it hung in the Monrovia Public Library 
when it opened in 2009. 
     Walt’s determination assured that present and 
future Monrovians would continue to have access to 
a beautiful piece of city history. Walt Shelly 

 
     MOHPG has had more than its share of longtime 
volunteers who perform at the same position for long 
periods of time. Examples abound: Gloria Crudging-
ton has been a board member since 1998 and Hal 
Leavens since 2000; Steve Baker has been compil-
ing house histories for the tour since 1989; Jim Con-
stantian has been playing his antique records at the 
tour since 1994. But none of these or the many other 
long tenured volunteers can come close to one pair 
of dedicated volunteers - Charlotte Schamadan and 
Kathleen Fresquez. 
     Neither woman remembers exactly when the first 
year was that they began working together as a team 
(although Charlotte believes it might have been 
1984) selling home tour tickets on the day of the tour. 
But they concur that it has been over 30 years. Each 
admits to having missed one day during that incredi-
ble span, but it remains a rather remarkable achieve-
ment for these two long time members of MOHPG 
(Charlotte joined in 1981, the year after MOHPG was 
formed, and Kathleen became a member in 1986). 
     Both Charlotte and Kathleen are to be commend-
ed for their commitment to MOHPG and the home 
tour. While there are many docents and house cap-
tains who have similarly set aside this day to volun-
teer, these two women deserve extra kudos for their 
“team” effort. 

Kathleen Fresquez (left) and Charlotte Schamadan 
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     The Historic Preservation Committee met on 
Wednesday, April 25, for a regularly scheduled meet-
ing. Five of the seven commissioners were present, 
and there were four items on the agenda. The 
minutes from the previous meeting were approved as 
submitted. 
Application for Landmark Status for the 1929 
Spanish Colonial Revival at 921 E. Greystone Ave.  
There was almost no discussion as it was obvious 
that the commissioners agreed that this was a house 
that should definitely be landmarked. It also happens 
to be on the Historic Homes Tour this year. It met 
landmark criteria #2 and 4. The application included 
a request for a Mills Act contract.   
Approved 5-0. 
Time Extension Request to allow the owner at 
220 N. Encinitas Avenue time to retrofit the founda-
tion (estimated cost $35,600). The owner was two 
years past the 10-year deadline, but the commission-
ers recognized the burden that such an expensive 
retrofit would impose on the owner. The request was 
to extend the deadline until November 2021.  
Approved 5-0. 
Certificate of Appropriateness for 228 W. Olive 

Avenue to replace two non-period windows on the 
east side of the house. The owners also plan to re-
move the concrete front porch and replace it with a 
wooden porch as well as correct the sagging roofline 
of the porch. In response to the owners’ inquiry about 
whether or not to paint the floor of the porch once the 
wood is installed, the commissioners agreed that it 
should be painted. 
Approved 5-0. 
Determination of Historic Significance for the 
house at 842 E. Lime Avenue. The home was built in 
1943 and is a modest ranch style structure. This 
agenda item generated the most discussion of the 
evening as this was the first home to request a clas-
sification for demolition since the Context Statement 
was adopted by the City Council this month. The 
staff report determined that the house did not have 
architectural or known historic value and would not 
be a contributor to a potential historic district. It rec-
ommended giving the home a status code of 6Z. (A 
status code of 6Z would allow the home to be demol-
ished.) A motion to continue the discussion until the 
next meeting failed for lack of a second. A motion 
was then made to accept staff’s recommendation. 
Approved 4-1. 
The next HPC meeting is scheduled for May 23. 

 
     MOHPG received an email contact about two 
weeks before the home tour, looking into the possibil-
ity of the DIY TV show Restored filming several 
home restoration projects in the fall of 2018. At the 
time this newsletter went to press, there were ten ap-
plications from local homeowners wishing to be part 
of this project. To be considered, candidates must 
own a home built before 1955, allow for a restoration 
of several rooms and a kitchen, and contribute a min-
imum of $60,000 to the restoration. 
     The producers were in Monrovia on the day of the 
home tour and made the rounds of the town, visiting 
the homes of those who had applied. It is expected 
that a final decision will be made sometime in May, 
and it is likely that there will be a minimum of three 

homes selected.  
     What an exciting opportunity for the town and the 
residents! Keep your fingers crossed. 

Photo Courtesy of DIY Network 
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     MOHPG hosted another successful historic 
homes tour on May 6, its 36th consecutive tour since 
1983. While attendance was lower than hoped (It has 
been dropping for several years, likely due in part to 
the proliferation of other home tours), the overall ex-
perience for those who toured the homes as well as 
those who volunteered to help was once again over-
whelmingly positive. 
     A last minute change of homes (A water pipe 
broke two weeks before the tour in the Minimal Tradi-
tional scheduled in the lineup) could have created a 
problem, but in fact a substitute home (a 1908 Crafts-
man) was found that kept the number of homes open 
for viewing at six. A volunteer “army” of 90 docents 
enhanced the experience for visitors by providing de-
tailed information about each of the homes as guests 
visited the interiors . 
     As is a trademark of the MOHPG tour, 15-20 an-
tique vehicles could  be seen driving around town 
during the day, an element that added to the atmos-
phere of touring character homes. Jim Constantian 
played his antique records at the Tudor Revival, a 
barbershop quartet (the same ones who sang at last 
year’s tour on Encinitas Avenue) performed at the 
Queen Anne Victorian, and pianist Richard Tang en-
tertained at the Spanish Colonial Revival.  
     MOHPG is honored to host this event every year, 
drawing visitors from up to 60 miles away who relish 
the opportunity to peek inside a handful of Monro-
via’s vintage homes. First time visitors are always 
surprised at how quaint and charming this community 
is, and MOHPG is pleased to provide residents and 
visitors alike the chance to step back in time, if only 
for a few hours. 

Docents heighten the tour experience. (top) Sergio 
Jimenez; (middle) John Rogers; (bottom) Bernadette 
Forte. 

Jim Carne elicits laughs from fellow docents (those 
with yellow name badges) in one of the Craftsman 
homes open for the tour. 
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June 
 No board meeting is scheduled for June. 
 17  Sun  Father’s Day 
 23  Sat  Narrated tour of Historic Monrovia with Steve Baker; ticket info can be 
     found at monroviahistoricalsociety1896@gmail.com. 
 27  Wed  Historic Preservation Commission meeting, 7:30 pm, City Hall 
 
July 
 4  Wed  Independence Day 
 8  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 28  Sat  Annual Potluck Meeting, Community Room, Monrovia Library, 5:30 pm 
 28  Sat  Narrated tour of Historic Monrovia with Steve Baker; ticket info can be 
     found at monroviahistoricalsociety1896@gmail.com. 
 
August 
 25  Sat  Narrated tour of Historic Monrovia with Steve Baker; ticket info can be 
     found at monroviahistoricalsociety1896@gmail.com. 
 
September (Long Range) 
 22  Sat  2nd annual Earthquake Workshop, held in conjunction with the 
     Monrovia Fire Department, 11 am - 2 pm, Community Room, 
     Monrovia Library.  RSVPs required. 

MOHPG 
P.O. Box 734 
Monrovia, CA   91017 
 
www.mohpg.org 
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