The Monrovia Historical Museum celebrates its
30th anniversary in October 2022. Join us on a journey through the past events that led to the creation
and enduring mission of the Museum.
THE PLUNGE
The drive to establish Recreation Park began in
1921 and culminated three years later in a successful bond election. With the new park came new ideas.
Why not construct a municipal swimming
pool? Early Monrovians had enjoyed the equivalent
of the old swimming hole: the reservoirs that irrigated
the local orange groves. Designed by local architect
Harold Bruce Dunn, the Monrovia Municipal Plunge,
with its arched entryway, red-tiled roof and narrow
wings flanking the central lobby, opened in 1925. It
is the only remaining city structure in the Spanish
Colonial Revival style. The East Wing of the building
held the boys’ showers and lockers, and the West
Wing the girls’.
Opening day saw an attendance of over 700. The
Plunge stocked only 350 swimsuits, so they washed
each suit as it was returned so others could swim. It
is believed that the pool was filled with a fire hydrant
in the Spring, just before school let out. In the Fall, it
was emptied by dropping a pump into the deep end
and pumping the water out into the park. Over 200
children learned to swim in the first summer season
with classes conducted by the Rotary Club.
The pool held nearly a quarter of a million gallons
of water. Unlike today’s pools, it had no filters, so the
water was kept clean solely by the use of chemicals
and hand cleaning. While it operated only during the
summer months, a pool man lived year-round in the

two-bedroom apartment above the lobby that now
houses the offices of the museum staff. Mr. and Mrs.
Vanell E. Row were the original caretakers and residents of the upstairs apartment. The garage that still
remains on the east side of the Museum was built
when the pool man bought his first car.
Henry Dorsey was the “first and the last” Black
caretaker for the plunge. He visited his former residence during a Monrovia Duarte Black Alumni
(con’t on page 3)

Young Ruth Anne Chandler in a Monrovia plunge swimsuit circa 1934.
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It was back in the summer of 2012 that I began
gathering photos of as many Monrovia Batchelder fireplaces as I could. This past month I added number 32
to the collection which can be found under
“Slideshows” on the MOHPG website. This provides
viewers with an extensive visual reference for the variety and wealth of Batchelder fireplaces within our city.
But there are still dozens of other fireplaces worthy
of being added to the collection. If your home has a
Batchelder fireplace and you would like to share it with
others, please contact me at mohpg1980@gmail.com
to make the arrangements. Note that identification of
the home is not included with the photos to protect the
privacy of the homeowners.
If you will recall, the tiles that now grace the platform of the Monrovia Gold Line station were created
by Pasadena resident and reproduction Batchelder tile
maker Cha-Rie Tang who took rubbings from actual
Monrovia Batchelder fireplaces to give the tiles a Monrovia connection.
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The MOHPG Board of Directors meets the first Sunday of each month except August at 10 a.m. All members are welcome to attend. Contact Jim Wigton or any
board member for meeting location.
MOHPG is a 501(c)(3) non-profit California corporation. Donations and membership dues may be tax deductible; consult your tax adviser.
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NEWSLETTER

The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members and other interested parties for publication in the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
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On Tuesday, May 24, fifteen individuals representing city and civic groups in town met at the Monrovia
Community Center to brainstorm ways to honor the
memory of city historian and city treasurer Steve
Baker, who passed away this past April 4.
Given Steve’s long involvement with numerous civic and non-profit organizations, the task will not be an
easy one. Numerous suggestions were put forth at the
meeting, such as: installing a statue or a bench, renaming a street, creating a Neighborhood Treasure,
beginning a scholarship in his name, etc. There was
no intent to make a decision by the end of the meeting,
but it is likely there will be one main project acted upon, with individual groups perhaps deciding to honor
Steve in their own way.
The group decided that it would be best to meet
once a month for the foreseeable future until a consensus has been reached. The next meeting is set to take
place on Tuesday, June 21 at the Community Center.

www.mohpg.org

July 2022

(con’t from page 1)
Association event in 2019. He took over from John
Hess, who trained him in 1970. A single father, Mr.
Dorsey used to trim hedges and mow grass for Monrovia’s Recreation Department before becoming the
plunge’s caretaker. He also had his own garden service, for which he kept many plants in the apartment’s east wing.
Typical of the times, the Plunge opened in 1925
with segregated swim days, at first just one per
week. Through the efforts of Isaac Epperson, Felix
Gutierrez and many others, the Plunge became fully
integrated in the summer of 1950.
The Municipal Plunge served the community for
over 50 years. As time went by, the pool needed major structural renovation due to cracking from earthquakes and age. The City finally decided to abandon
the old pool in favor of a reconstructed facility at
Monrovia High School; the nearby YMCA built a pool
around the same time. The Plunge closed in 1983.

A MUSEUM IS BORN
In 1986, three years after the closure of the
Plunge, the City of Monrovia celebrated its centennial
anniversary. Following the festivities, some of the
celebration committee formed The Monrovia Historical Museum Foundation, Inc. (MHM), a group to create a museum for Monrovia. MHM worked with the
City to occupy the Municipal Plunge building. To
Monrovia’s good fortune, the City agreed, and the
60+ year old building was saved from becoming just
a pleasant memory. A $50,000 California State
Grant enabled the Foundation to start the rebirth of
the building, with interior and exterior renovations
retaining the important architectural features of the
original design. A 50-year renewable lease was
granted by the City of Monrovia so the Foundation
could operate the Museum. Through pledge donations, cash, and in-kind contributions, the Museum
was able to open debt-free on October 2, 1992.
Many multi-talented people were involved, but the
"troika" - Joan Bonholtzer, Kris Mariconda, and Charlotte Schamadan - formed the core. The absence of

Page 3

The four girls are (clockwise from top left) Rosalind Bracamonte (Olivas) - wife of Henry Olivas, Sr.; Rosemarie
"Murmur" Robles (Cruz), Geraldine Bracamonte (Mora)
and Cecilia Bracamonte (Yepez). Circa 1955

any one of them would have made the struggle even
more difficult than it was.
Joan Bonholtzer became the Museum’s first president, and led the efforts toward its completion. Kris
Mariconda focused on early fundraising efforts. She
served as a board member until her death in September 2015.
Charlotte and her husband Lee
Schamadan continued their involvement with the Museum for thirty-two years. Charlotte’s role during the
first ten years was to keep the Museum effort foremost in the minds of Monrovians. This kept people
interested in its progress which, in turn, kept money
flowing in.
Monrovia City Historian Steve Baker was instrumental to the creation and ongoing legacy of the Museum. Steve served on the board for 31 consecutive
years, making him the longest serving board member
(con’t on page 4)
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(con’t from page 3)
in the Museum’s history. [Though planning for the
museum began in February 1985, the official opening
didn’t occur until 1992.] Steve stuck with the Museum
through some very trying times, including middle-ofthe-night trips to set out buckets under roof leaks and
move important artifacts to safety.
NOTE: This article was written by current museum
board member Sarah Farmer Earll with assistance
from Pam Barkas and Linda Taubenreuther. The
second half of this article will be included with the
September 2022 MOHPG newsletter.

The three photos appearing in this article are courtesy of the Monrovia Historical Museum.

Members of the museum’s founding board around the time of the museum’s grand opening in October 1992.

By now you have likely observed the
numerous trash disposal containers placed
in the downtown Monrovia area sporting
vintage photos of the town.
What better way to dispose of trash
than having to use unsightly containers?
It’s an idea that deals with a necessary
convenience in a most unusual way.
And that’s not all. Electrical power boxes that appear next to sidewalks around
town have been painted with unique
scenes to disguise their appearance. Good
thinking all around!
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The Historic Preservation Commission held its
first in person meeting in over two years on Wednesday, June 25. Six of the seven commission members
were present. The minutes from March 23, 2022
were approved as submitted. There were three items
on the agenda.
Certificate of Appropriateness for the home located at 139 N. Ivy Avenue (Historic Landmark #81).
The owner wants to demolish an existing two-car
garage that was built in 1975 and construct a new
700 square foot Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU). Staff
recommended approving the Certificate of Appropriateness and the commission concurred 6-0.
Determination of Historic Significance for 715
Anita Street, a 1958 single-story ranch style home.

The current housing shortage throughout the state
of California has thrown a spotlight on ways for cities
to increase the availability of housing to meet the
overwhelming demand. One possible strategy to accomplish this result is by the construction of Accessory Dwelling Units or ADUs.
ADUs are defined as smaller independent residential dwelling units located on the same lot as the
existing housing unit. They have been known by various names - granny flats, in-law units, and backyard
cottages. They are an affordable and innovative option for adding much needed housing in California.
Craig Jimenez and Sheri Bermejo from the city of
Monrovia volunteered their time to provide MOHPG
members with background information that could potentially allow to consider building an ADU on their
property if they were interested. They covered all the
basics for constructing an ADU including the various
ways one could be built on a property (attached, detached, above a garage, a garage conversion, etc.)
as well as the benefits to adding an ADU to one’s
property.
The city of Monrovia has a process for allowing
homeowners to build an ADU, which includes zoning
compliance and building permits, and obtaining a
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The proposed alteration would involve more than
25% of the front façade, hence the need for the request. Most of the surrounding neighborhood had not
been developed until 1981, and there had been alterations to the exterior. Staff recommended approving
the DPR form with a status code of 6Z which allow
for work to proceed. Approved 6-0.
Determination of Historic Significance for 148150 Melrose Avenue. The structure is a single story
duplex built in 1948 in the minimal traditional style.
Some of the windows had been replaced with vinyl
and overall the structure did not meet the necessary
criteria for being a historic resource or qualify as a
contributor to a historic district. The owner wishes to
make alterations, and staff recommended assigning
a status code of 6Z. Approved 6-0.

certificate of occupancy once the unit is completed.
Other concerns were also addressed, such as parking and utility requirements
The program was held at the home of Kathy
Carter whose husband Bruce was one of the founding members of MOHPG in 1980.

City employees Craig Jimenez (left) and Sheri Bermejo
provided their expertise to help MOHPG members understand all the ins and outs with regard to Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs), which have become a viable option for
increasing the number of housing units.
Photo by Lee Schamadan
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The process of collecting and archiving vintage
photographs of Monrovia is an ongoing endeavor,
and just recently the Monrovia Historical Museum
came across another such addition.
It is a photo taken of the Box Jewelers street clock
at its present location (The clock had been moved
twice, as documented in the video of the clock’s history that can be found on the MOHPG website).
While the photo is not dated, it would appear to have
been taken in the late 1960s or the early 1970s.

The photo was taken before the renovation of the
downtown area as the street lamp shown in the photo is not the type currently gracing Myrtle Avenue.
Also, the torn up walkway area indicates recent
changes were ongoing.
Sam and Jeaneane Silverman took over the jewelry store in 1969, renaming it Boxx Jewelers (with
two x’s) to distinguish it from the store name when it
was owned by Glenn Box who died in 1951. Also it
should be noted that the clock face in this picture has
been broken, and it was later replaced with the face
that we see on the clock today (It is not known what
led to the damage to the clock).
The neon portion above the clock face was added
in the mid-1950s, replacing the original scrollwork
that can be seen on older photos, although that
scrollwork had disappeared some time before the
neon was added.
A special thanks to the Monrovia Historical Museum
for permission to use this photograph.

Sometime in early 2022, the Los Angeles Conservancy is expected to issue its third Preservation
Report Card, detailing the state of preservation in
eighty-nine cities (actually, eighty-eight plus one unincorporated county government).
In the previous two instances where they published a report card, Monrovia scored an A– both
times. The last time a report card was issued was in
2014, before Monrovia revised its preservation ordinance to make it more difficult to demolish homes
deemed historic or to construct oversized
“McMansions.”
In previous iterations of the report card, Monrovia
was docked for not allowing landmarking by persons
other than the owner. Since that situation is not likely
to be altered in the future, it will be interesting to see
if Monrovia is able to bump its score upwards.
Once that report card has been issued, we will
report the findings in this newsletter.
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When city budgets get tight and revenue turns out
not to be what was projected, questions start being
posed that look for ways to cut city expenses. One
item that has recently been mentioned in Monrovia in
this regard is a proposal to eliminate all the Mills Act
contracts.
As you probably already know, when the California state legislature passed the Mills Act in 1972, laying the framework for how cities in the state could
identify their historic resources and protect them,
they recognized that they could not mandate preservation and restoration. The primary reason is that it is
generally more expensive to restore structures than
to carry out simple maintenance and repair. The legislators solution was the Mills Act contract, the
“carrot” to encourage homeowners and owners of
historic structures to restore the buildings. That
“carrot” took the form of a reduction in property taxes
and requires the building owner to keep the property
in good repair as a condition of the contract.
And it works. The property tax benefit doesn’t last
forever (It sunsets after about 20 years), but it provides savings when it is most needed - in the years
following a building purchase. To eliminate this incentive would likely reduce the number of owners
willing to tackle more expensive restoration projects
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and result in a degradation of the exterior character
of our homes and by extension our neighborhoods.
What proposers of eliminating the Mills Act contracts fail to take into account is that the city won’t
recover all the lost Mills Act contract revenue if
contracts were rescinded, because the city only
gets approximately 17% of property tax revenue anyway, according to Craig Jimenez, Community Development Director for the city of Monrovia. In 2021, the
city’s reduction amounted to $168,000 for 137 contracts. Seventeen structures, generally those first
landmarked, no longer receive a benefit.
The question really boils down to, Are we getting
at least $168,000 worth of benefit to the overall appearance in our neighborhoods? Not only would
MOHPG members say yes but so would many others
in Monrovia who, although they do not consider
themselves preservationists, are in fact attracted to
the notion of protecting our architectural heritage.
Monrovia has come a long ways since the early
1970s and residents agree that has been a good
thing. This carrot approach to preservation seems to
be working quite nicely, thank you.

Martha Rund
Chris & Becky Shevlin
John & Penny Zuk
Duane & Meredith Swierczynski
Eliot Bean & Edna Teller
Rich Andrews

The first Monrovia building to be landmarked after the city
adopted its preservation ordinance in 1995 was the 1914
For information on how YOU can become a member at the Mediterranean Craftsman known as the Colburn House
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG web- after its first owner, Isaac Colburn. The house was desite
www.mohpg.org
signed by Frank O. Eager, a well-known architect and deand look under Membership.
signer of several prominent Monrovia homes. It was landmarked on June 4, 1996.
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Sat

4
10

Mon
Sun

Historic Walking Tour of Downtown Monrovia; $5 per person
Meet at the SE corner of Myrtle and Palm Avenues at 10 am.
Independence Day
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am

MOHPG is dark during this month and no activities are scheduled.
7
Sun
Summer Music Concert sponsored by MOHPG, Library Park,
7 pm. Performing will be a country band, Country Nation.
5
11
23

Mon
Sun
Thurs

Labor Day
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am
Fall begins
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