
      

     When the stock market crashed in October 1929, 
the result was that millions of people across the Unit-
ed States were thrown out of work. What followed 
was a ten year period that came to be known as the 
Great Depression, and the effects were felt not only 
in the U.S. but also around the globe. 
     With unemployment rates rising to 23%, some-
thing was needed to get Americans back to work and 
stimulate the economy. President Franklin D. Roose-
velt enacted a series of programs and public works 
projects aimed at providing jobs for those not em-
ployed. One of the programs organized under the 
“New Deal” was the Civilian Conservation Corps. 
     The Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) operated from 
1933 - 1942. It was designed to 
provide jobs for young men, 
and by the time the program 
ended in 1942, over three mil-
lion men had participated. Mon-
rovia had its own CCC camp, 
just one of over 1500 such 
camps that were situated 
across the U.S. Wooden bar-
racks, located not far from the 
Pottenger Sanatorium (It was 
situated almost against the 
mountains behind Monrovia 
where North Canyon Boulevard 
ends today), housed 168 young 
men plus additional army offic-
ers and woodmen. 
     The camp was run in a fash-
ion similar to the military. 
Young, single men enlisted for 
a six-month period, but if any-
one went “AWOL” (absent with-

out leave), they were allowed to leave since there 
were more applicants for jobs than there were jobs. 
     The work consisted of road building, clearing of 
firebreaks and construction of auxiliary fire lanes (ten 
feet in width vs. the forty feet of a firebreak). A truck 
road from the camp to Santa Anita Canyon, for ex-
ample, was built entirely using pick and shovel, ex-
cept for blasting. 
     The CCC “boys” were given a salary of $30 a 
month plus room and board. They were also provid-
ed with clothing and medical attention. Despite the 
hard work, many of them actually gained weight, 
possibly as indication of how well they were being 
fed as opposed to the time before they were hired. 
                               (con’t on page 4) 
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Housing for the Civilian Conservation Corps was located in Monrovia Canyon, just 
a short distance from the Pottenger Sanatorium which was situated in the 600-700 
block of north Canyon Boulevard. The buildings accommodated 168 boys plus 
army officers and woodsmen. This photo was taken in 1933. 
                                                      Photo Courtesy of the Monrovia Legacy Project 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     Coming off a successful virtual tour which netted 
MOHPG the average of what it had earned over the 
past five in-person home tours, the Board of Directors 
voted in June to up their donations to the town’s two 
museums by 100% for this year. Instead of giving the 
Monrovia Historical Museum and the Monrovia Histori-
cal Society $1000 in July as has been our custom, the 
Board voted to give each museum $2000 this summer. 
This is a one-time increase, and since MOHPG ex-
penses have been so low for the past sixteen months, 
it seemed only right to share with the museums, nei-
ther of which has a steady source of income. 
     Part of MOHPG’s mission (which is stated just to 
the left) is to help all preservation efforts within the city. 
These donations will help do just that. 

 

     It is likely that, with COVI-19 and all its various im-
pacts on our daily lives, thoughts of preservation were 
among the last of our priorities for quite a while. Fortu-
nately, there were no preservation crises over the past 
sixteen months, which is not to say that we can relax. 
     One of MOHPG’s strengths over the past 40 years 
has been its attentiveness to events which could lead 
to unanticipated consequences. Need we be reminded 
that a large condominium complex was close to being 
erected to the north of Library Park several years ago, 
a likelihood that was shattered when over 100 people 
attended the information session in the Community 
Room of the library? Or remember when over 200 
people materialized at the Historic Preservation Com-
mission meeting back in 2013 when six vintage homes 
were up for demolition? 
     As a member of MOHPG, you have a responsibility 
to insure that the architectural elements of our commu-
nity remain to be enjoyed by those who come after us. 
Those of us who own vintage gems understand that 
we are but caretakers of them, and we have an obliga-
tion to leave our homes for future occupants to appre-
ciate. We must never forsake that commitment. 
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    MOHPG receives monthly newsletters from a vari-
ety of local preservation groups, some arriving digi-
tally and others by more traditional means. A recent 

newsletter from The Glendale Historical Society 
(TGHS) provides a needed reminder of just how frag-
ile local preservation efforts can be. 
     The article above, which appeared in the Summer 
2021 issue of TGHS, describes a situation similar to 
something that happened in Monrovia about four 
years ago. A 1927 Spanish Colonial Revival was 
threatened with demolition so that a large condo style 
housing development could be erected on the prop-
erty. The Historic Preservation Commission and the 
Monrovia City Council said no to demolition, the com-
plex was built around the house, and the house was 

later landmarked (in 2017 - Historic Landmark #141) 
     Absence vigilance by MOHPG, the situation could 
have turned out much worse and a historical property 
could have been lost. It’s a timely reminder of 
MOHPG’s continuing role in protecting our architec-
tural heritage. 
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                            (con’t from page 1) 
 
     For periods of relaxation, there was a recreation 
hall that contained a library and pool table. In addi-
tion, the young men were able to take in a picture 
show or other diversion from work. 
     Most of the young men who were employed at the 
Monrovia CCC camp came by railroad from Fort 
MacArthur (by San Pedro) at the beginning of June 
1933. When the recruits, several of whom were Mon-
rovians, arrived at Monrovia, they were greeted by 
Mayor George H. Williams and other city officials and 
dignitaries. They were then marched up Myrtle Ave-
nue, preceded by the high school band which went 
as far as Foothill Boulevard. Once at the camp, most  
of the recruits were assigned to help finish construc-
tion of the barracks, a process that was expected to 
take about 10 days. 
     The young men were provided a uniform that con-
sisted of lumberjack coats and bell bottom trousers 
made of blue denim. They also were issued rubber 

rain coats similar in design to the army trench coat. 
     Some good news, at least for a few of the men, 
arrived within a few weeks as President Roosevelt 
authorized the Forest Service superintendent to des-
ignate 5% of the company as leaders (to receive pay 
of $45 a month) and another 8% as assistant leaders 
(to receive $36 per month). 
     The CCC was never intended to be a permanent 
program, and with the coming of World War II, fewer 
young men were available for work, as conscription 
into the military began in 1940. The situation was 
made even worse when Pearl Harbor was attacked 
in December 1941, causing many young men to im-
mediately enlist. Funding for the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps was ended by Congress on June 30, 
1942. 
     Thus ended what was probably the most popular 
of all the New Deal programs and which at the same 
time provided a lifeline for those in need. 
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website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 

A sample of a poster that was designed in 1935 for the Ci-
vilian Conservation Corps 
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     For the first time in over fourteen months, the 
MOHPG Board held a meeting in which the members 
attended in person. Although the ability to attend via 
Zoom was offered, no one took advantage, but there 
were nine members present for the outdoor meeting. 
The minutes from May were approved. 
 

     Kristen Norton reported an increase of two mem-
bers, bringing our total to 202 households.  Our new-
est members are John Grush and Johnny Venegas. 
Letters of renewal will be sent to members sometime 
in October. 
 

     Alan Morse provided financial statements to the 
board, including a statement of the financials from 
the virtual tour. As our assets are now at their highest 
level ever, there was a discussion of suggestions on 
how we might spend some of that money. That dis-
cussion will be continued (Members are welcome to 
provide input on this matter). 
 

     The first post-Covid restriction era will take place 
on Saturday, June 26, at 10 am, as MOHPG will visit 
a special stained glass exhibit by Judson Studios at 
Forest Lawn in Glendale.  Our docent for this event 
will be the museum director. So far 14 members 
have signed up. Options for future programs will be 
explored, including a possible social get-together be-
fore the end of the year. The July annual meeting 
and the earthquake workshop will not be held again 
this year.  
 

     Looking ahead to next year’s tour, we will be look-
ing for alternative ways to sell tickets as current 
trends seem to be doing away with checks and lean-
ing more towards payment options such as PayPal or 
Square. Since our prior primary ticket seller, 
Dollmakers, has gone out of business, this will be a 
good time to re-evaluate how we make tickets availa-
ble to the public. More on this will be discussed prior 
to the end of the year. 
 

     The summer issue of Monrovia Today is out, and 
MOHPG’s page is located on page 20. Current totals 
for YouTube viewing of the six videos now viewable 
through our website are: Lost Gems - 184; Post Of-
fice Mural - 109; Carriage Barn - 173; Batchelder 
Tiles - 138; Library Park Fountain - 221; and the Car-
negie Library - 55 (the most recent addition). Also of 
note that the final viewership tally for the tour trailer 
was 498. 

     In view of the fact that there will not be a July an-
nual meeting which is when we usually make our do-
nations to the town’s two museums, there was a dis-
cussion about a one-time increase of that donation. 
After some discussion, it was passed by the board to 
give both the Monrovia Historical Museum and the 
Monrovia Historical Society each $2000 this year (It 
is usually $1000). This increase is appropriate in that 
MOHPG expenses have been lower over the past 

year, and neither museum has a regular source of 
income. The board also approved a $255.73 reim-
bursement to Jim Wigton for flash drives (tour) and 
stamps (newsletters). 
 

     Since the last board meeting. MOHPG has re-
ceived eight inquiries through its website. They in-
cluded questions about several home histories and 
landmarking to someone doing research on an archi-
tect who built a Monrovia home (Irving Gill) and two 
others wanting to know if the virtual tour would be 
repeated. 
 

     Dates for the next three board meetings have 
been set: July 11, August 29, and October 10. Those 
will be in-person meetings held outside (weather per-
mitting), and board members or others wishing to at-
tend will be able to do so via Zoom. 
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     Members of the Historic Preservation Commis-
sion once again met virtually for a regularly sched-
uled meeting. Five of the seven commissioners were 
present, and minutes from the April 28 meeting were 
approved. 
     There was only one item on the agenda. 
Determination of Historic Significance for the 
house located at 926 W. Hillcrest Blvd. The house 
was built in 1963 and since it was over 50 years it 
required evaluation by the HPC. The staff report not-
ed that the home was an example of post-war 
modernism and in this case was a modern ranch. 
The house would not be a contributor to a potential 
historic district, and it would also not be eligible for 
landmark status as there had been a number of exte-
rior alterations. A 442 square foot addition included 
altering the roof structure and a number of windows 

were not original. Staff recommended that the house 
be given a status code of 6Z which allow it to be torn 
down. Approved 5-0 with little discussion. 
     Staff noted that City Hall is now open on a limited 
basis. 

 

     One of the more common inquiries that MOHPG 
receives via the Contact Us feature on its website is 
from folks wanting to know something about the his-
tory of their vintage home. It is likely that they are 
hopeful that someone famous once lived there or that 
some important event in local history was recorded at 
the place they call home. 
     The reality is less kind and definitely not what 
people want to hear. For most of the vintage homes 
in town (and the same thing would apply to almost 
any community), the history of the average home is 
rather drab and lacking events or occupants of any 
import. Partly, that has to do with the very definition 
of what is noteworthy or who is famous. To be note-
worthy or famous is to be the exception to the rule 
and thus would apply only to a handful of homes. 
     Once that reality has set in, then the hope is to 
find out more about the house itself, and that usually 
includes wanting to discover the name of the archi-
tect and/or builder. Here again a blank wall is 
reached. Part of the difficulty stems from the fact that 
one hundred years ago the names of the architects 
and builders of most homes weren’t recorded any-
where, so there is no way to research that infor-
mation. In fact building permits in Monrovia weren’t 
even required until 1911, so information of this type 
for pre-1911 homes can be very sketchy. 
     Finding information about past owners is, thank-
fully, a little more rewarding. Using city directories 
and information from ancestry.com, it is usually pos-
sible to identify homeowners, where they came from, 
and information about birthdate, deaths, offspring, 
etc. Early city directories even provide the occupation 
of the homeowner. 

     Of course, just because a person lives at an ad-
dress doesn’t always mean that they were the owner. 
Even back in the early days of Monrovia, a lot of peo-
ple rented rather than owned. Ownership can only be 
substantiated by perusing the city tax records in the 
basement of city hall (not open to just anyone) or by 
visiting the Hall of Records in downtown LA. 

     Regardless of the amount of information one is 
able to discover about a home, a lot of time and en-
ergy must be spent doing the research. That is why 
there are companies who specialize in doing this sort 
of research, as not everyone is willing to put in the 
effort to explore all the avenues of information, espe-
cially when results are not guaranteed. 

This 1923 Spanish Colonial Revival, designed by architect 
Frederick Wallis, is one of the few Monrovia homes to 
have had a noteworthy and nationally recognized resident. 
From 1942 until 1964, it was the home of the Pulitzer Prize
-winning author Upton Sinclair. It is locally landmarked and 
also appears on the National Register of Historic Places. 
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by Sandy Burud      
 
     The Monrovia Historical Society had a “Treasures 
Sale” online and in-person on June 11-12th to raise 
funds to repair the crumbling plaster in the Anderson 
House kitchen, parlor, hallway and back room. Sales 
were good enough to raise much of the funds re-
quired, but not all. The exact amount left to be raised 
will depend on the actual cost of the repairs, which is 
still being determined.  
     With COVID the cost of building materials has 
skyrocketed, and labor has become more in de-
mand. As the Society gets competitive bids, it will 
have to weigh what’s possible. But since chunks of 
plaster are literally falling down, it’s important to fix it 
soon. 

     The Treasures Sale enabled the Society to find 
better homes for many of the antique and interesting 
items that had been stored, unseen, unidentified and 
unprotected in cupboards and closets. That included 
everything from maps of Mt. Wilson to Myron Hotch-
kiss’s panama hat with his initials in it, now to be 
seen on Lee Schamadan’s head. The Society uncov-
ered and donated two woven coverlets from 1834 
and 1836 to the Southport NY Historical Society 
(made for an early settler of the town, which was 
known for its weaving) and a box of ostrich feathers 
from the Cawston Ostrich farm to the South Pasade-
na Historical Museum. The best part of the Treasures 
Sale days was that so many folks who were com-
pletely unaware of the George H. Anderson House 
came inside and learned more about our histo-
ry. That included one young man, a big fan of Abra-
ham Lincoln, who now knows more about his town 
and came away with a new hat, just like Lee Scham-
adan. 
     There are still a few items left, and you can find 
them on the Society’s website:       
https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org/sale.   

MOHPG’s Lee Schamadan acquired a Panama hat that 
belonged to former city historian Myron Hotchkiss. 
                                                     Photos by Sandy Burud 

This unidentified young man can now dress the part of 
Abraham Lincoln with his hat purchase. 

https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org/sale
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MOHPG 
P.O. Box 734 
Monrovia, CA   91017 
 
www.mohpg.org 
 
Address Correction Requested 

 
  July 
  4  Sun  Independence Day 
  11  Sun  MOHPG Virtual Board Meeting, 10 am 
 
  August 
  MOHPG is traditionally dark during the month of August.  Stay tuned for further notices of 
  events as we slowly transition back to our monthly meetings. 
 
September 
  6  Mon  Labor Day 
  15  Wed  Hispanic Heritage Month begins 
  22  Wed  Autumn Begins 


