
      

 
     At the time Monrovia was being settled, the popu-
lation of the United States faced a scourge with no 
known cure - consumption, or as it is 
know today, tuberculosis. Because the 
new town was bathed in a moderate, dry  
climate year-round, the area became a 
magnet for those suffering from the dis-
ease. 
     Dr. Francis M. Pottenger was born in 
Ohio in 1869. He matriculated at Otter-
bein University in Ohio, then attended the 
Medical College of Ohio, followed by an-
other year at the Cincinnati College of 
Medicine and Surgery, graduating with a 
M.D. degree and having the highest hon-
ors in his class. He then spent time in Eu-
rope doing post graduate work. 

 
     Two days after graduating he married Miss Carrie 
Burtner, but the union was short-lived as she devel-
oped tuberculosis in 1895, eventually dying of the 
disease in 1898. It was this event that prompted him 

to make the study and treatment of TB his 
life’s work. In 1900 he married Adelaide 
Gertrude Babbitt with whom he had two 
sons and a daughter. 
     Pottenger first moved to Monrovia in 
1895 where at the time there were only 
about 600 residents with five physicians 
to serve them. He left after eighteen 
months and returned to Ohio where he 
remained for two years. He returned in 
1898. However, during 1899 and 1900 he 
spent time at Lake Tahoe as a house 
physician. He then opened an office in 
Los Angeles, declaring himself to be a 
specialist in tuberculosis. 
                      (con’t on page 3) 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     Spending so much time around my “old” house dur-
ing this period of “stay-at-home” has given me the op-
portunity to reflect on what living in a vintage home is 
all about. Sure, as I go through my daily routines I no-
tice all the small projects that need to be done (like fix 
that crack in the plaster) or ponder the “what-ifs” that 
accompany any home restoration effort (fortunately, I 
don’t have too many of those). Having spent 26 years 
restoring our 1908 Craftsman home, I take great pride 
in having made the house better than what it was 
when we moved in. 
     But for those of us fortunate enough to live in one 
of these gems, there is more to just calling the place 
home. I know that at some point I will no longer be liv-
ing in this house - someone else will. And if I have 
been a proper caretaker, they will be able to enjoy 
their time in the house and cherish the experience of  
old house living as much as my wife and I have. 
     Not everyone, of course, wants to live in an old 
house, which I suppose is a good thing in that there 
are not enough of them to go around. But those of us 
who do are willing to accept the drafty windows, rusty 

pipes or squeaky stair treads in order that we can en-
joy the ambiance and character that come with a vin-
tage home. 
     So to all my fellow old house lovers, I say that we 
are indeed fortunate and privileged to be among those 
who can call an old house home. 
 

     Restaurants, nail salons, gyms, and other busi-
nesses are slowly and tentatively re-opening their 
doors to customers as patrons find themselves trying 
to adapt to what will probably be a new normal way of 
doing business for the foreseeable future. Face masks 
and social distancing have become a standard re-
sponse to the pandemic whether we like it or not. 
     MOHPG hopes to follow suit by scheduling monthly 
meetings and other events as soon as it is safe and 
prudent to do so. We will keep you posted with the 
newsletter and by email. 
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(con’t from page 1) 
 
     During this time medical papers that he had writ-
ten were receiving recognition from medical authori-
ties in both America and Europe. So it was not sur-
prising when he opened the Pottenger Sanatorium in 
1903 in what is now the 500-600 blocks of north Can-
yon Boulevard. When it first opened, it sat on 40 
acres and had a capacity for eleven patients which 
later grew to accommodate 134 patients. 
     Perhaps the most famous of Pottenger’s patients 
was the silent screen star Mabel Normand. She was 
born on November 10, 1892, and starred in silent 
films from 1911-1926. She appeared in 12 films with 

Charlie Chaplin and another 17 with Roscoe “Fatty” 
Arbuckle. She was also a screenwriter, director, and 
producer. Her work in early films earned her a star on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 
     She suffered a recurrence of tuberculosis in 1923 
which led to a decline in her health and finally retire-
ment from films. She spent an extended time at the 
Pottenger Sanatorium and died there on February 
23, 1930, at the age of 37. She is buried at the Cal-
vary Cemetery in Los Angeles. 
     Dr. Pottenger eventually became one of the lead-
ing lung specialists in Southern California, and one of 
the world's leaders and pioneers in the fight against 
tuberculosis.  Because of his commitment to his 
work, the Pottenger Sanatorium became one of the 
most famous institutions devoted to the treatment of 
diseases of the lungs. He believed that isolating the 
patient from the world outside and giving the patient 
fresh air with easy access to a physician provided the 
best chance for combating the disease. 

     The sanatorium was closed in 1955 when Dr. Pot-
tenger, who was 88 years old at the time, retired. He 
died in 1967. For about the next 20 years, the land 
was leased to the Carmelite Order as a convent and 
retreat. Sometime in the 1970s the land was sold to 
the city of Monrovia for $250,000 plus back taxes 
with the intent of developing the land as a golf 
course. However, that dream never materialized with 
the land being auctioned off in the late 1970s. The 
land became the housing development known as 
Canyon Crest. Today nothing remains of the sanato-
rium's buildings. However, the existence of numerous 
postcards circulated at the time and still available to-
day provides images of how the facility appeared. 
     MOHPG occasionally gets inquiries from families 
who had a relative treated at the sanatorium and 
wish to obtain records of their treatment. Unfortu-
nately, that information is confidential so could not be 
shared even it existed. Virtually all records were de-
stroyed not long after the sanatorium closed in order 
to protect the privacy of the patients. 
     If one was to search Monrovia newspapers during 
the early decades of the sanatorium’s existence, one 
might be surprised at the number of deaths recorded 
as occurring due to consumption. While the climate 
and dry air were certainly helpful as part of the treat-
ment, the reality was that many of the patients didn’t 
seek care at the sanatorium until the disease had 
progressed past a point of recovery. 
     It wasn’t until 1943 that a compound was discov-
ered that could cure TB. Current treatment involves 
taking antibiotics for several months. 

Silent screen actress Mabel Normand 
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     Wearing a face mask in public has become a sign 
of consideration to others and to help reduce the 
spread of the coronavirus. Even our downtown Mon-
rovia “artistic friends” have gotten into the swing of 
thingst and demonstrate that they too understand the 
importance of this simple act. 

 
     Dick Singer’s new book, 1887: A History of Early 
Monrovia, is now available for purchase. The 300-
page, softcover book, tells the story of 1887 in Mon-
rovia in delicious detail – as if you are there day-by-
day as the town grows from a twinkle in William Mon-
roe’s eye to a real community. Dick draws facts and 
stories from newspapers and other direct sources, 
filling in details you’ve never imagined.  It’s the best 
summer read ever. 
The book costs $30 and proceeds benefit the Monro-
via Historical Society. To make arrangements to ei-
ther pick up the book or have it mailed, call or text  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to (626) 675-8323 or send an email 
to monroviahistoricalsociety1896@gmail.com 
  
About the Author:  Dick Singer is one of Monrovia’s 
best.  A journalist – for 30 years as a reporter, pho-
tographer, editor, columnist and publisher, including 
as Monrovia News-Post’s Editor and Associate Pub-
lisher.  A community leader – as VP of the Chamber 
of Commerce for ten of the city’s turnaround 
years.  In the trenches in City government – as Mon-
rovia’s Public Information Officer and Deputy City 
Manager.  His talents for research and writing, his 
knowledge of and pride in Monrovia were on display 
in his 2017 book “Renaissance Years: A History of 
Modern Monrovia,” and now in “1887: A History of 
Early Monrovia.”   

 

mailto:monroviahistoricalsociety1896@gmail.com
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     We have been tracking the total number of cases 
of coronavirus since the first two Monrovia cases 
were reported on March 25. Looking at the line graph 
below which shows the total number of cases for 
Monrovia, it is easy to see that there has been an 
uptick in the number of new cases reported each 
day. The steeper the line, the more daily cases there 
are reported. Ideally, for the spread of COVID-19 to 
be easing in the city, one would expect to see the 
line leveling off instead of becoming steeper. 
     Starting around the middle of June, non-essential 
businesses had begun to reopen and that is leading 
to an increased number of reported cases. While this 
is an important element to gauging how fast the virus 
is spreading or whether it is leveling off, there are 
other considerations that also need to be considered. 

For example, are the number of hospitalized cases 
increasing or staying steady? 
     We can only hope that the use of face masks and 
maintaining a safe, 6-foot distance from others while 
out in public will minimize the spread as we await the 
development of a vaccine. 

   

Hal Leavens 
Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 

Jim Wigton 
Darrell Brooke 

John Ferrell/Megan Spargo-Ferrell 
Frank & Tammy Guarino 

Donna Baker 

 

Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley 
Richard Andrews 

Oliver & Bobbie Chi 
Janice Melton 

Edith Repp 
Wendy Gruber 

 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 
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     On May 16, 1935, the Works Progress Admin-
istration (WPA) was created to help provide econom-
ic relief in the form of jobs for the citizens of the Unit-
ed States who were suffering through the Great De-
pression. Some of those jobs involved creating works 
of art for the United States Postal Service (Most of 
these works of art were funded through commissions 
under the Treasury Department’s Section of Painting 
and Sculpture, later known as The Section of Fine 
Arts, and not the WPA). 
     Helen Katherine Forbes, a California artist, was 
awarded a contract to paint two murals for the post 
office in Monrovia, California, in 1940. She painted 
two bear murals in the lobby of the old Monrovia Post 
Office, and the murals hung there until 1964 when 
the post office underwent extensive renovation. The 
mural of the four cubs was rolled up and stored in the 
post office basement where it remained for over 40 
years. Unfortunately, the current whereabouts of the 
mother bear mural is not known, although it has been 
established that it did survive removal from the post 
office wall. Perhaps, one day that mural will re-
surface, at which time it can be reunited with its com-

panion mural. 
     In April, 2003, Monrovia resident Walt Shelly, a 
member of the Monrovia Historic Preservation Group 
(MOHPG), saw an article in the Los Angeles Times 
about WPA murals and wondered whatever had hap-
pened to the murals he remembered seeing in the 
Monrovia post office as a young boy. He soon found 
out that the larger mural had been stored in the base-
ment of the Monrovia post office. After bringing the 
matter to the attention of MOHPG, the Board of Di-
rectors set about obtaining permission to view the 
mural in the post office basement. At the same time 

the Board hired a conservator to evaluate the condi-
tion of the mural and estimate the cost of restoration. 
The initial viewing and evaluation took place on May 
27, 2004. 
     To pay for the cost of the mural restoration, the 
City of Monrovia submitted applications for grants to 
the Getty Museum in Los Angeles and the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior, but both appeals were reject-
ed. Fortunately, the City of Monrovia had not long 
before (in 2003) established an Art in Public Places 
fund to help finance the creation of art within the city. 
On August 29, 2007, the Art in Public Places Com-
mittee unanimously approved the funding ($32,400) 
for the mural restoration. 
                                (con’t on page 7) 

This photograph of the mural in its original location over the 
teller windows of the post office was taken before the post 
office was remodeled around 1960. Notice the vent in the 
middle of the mural. The artist painted the mural on the wall 
and had to paint around the existing vent. 

There was a second, smaller mural that hung over the door 
to the postmaster’s office. It survived removal from the 
wall, but its present whereabouts is unknown. 
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                           (con’t from page 6) 
 
     To handle the actual restoration, MOHPG con-
tracted with PARMA (Preservation and Recovery of 

Masterpieces of Art) in Chicago, and organization 
that had previously completed the restorations of 
over 100 USPS murals. The mural was shipped to 
PARMA in January, 2009, and returned in late 
March, 2009. Agreement had already been reached 
with the United States Postal Service (They never 
sell their murals) to have the mural hung in the newly 
completed Monrovia Public Library. It was installed 
there on April 6 & 7, 2009, and was viewed by the 
public for the very first time during the new library 
grand opening on May 16, 2009. 
     Because USPS murals have never been sold but 
have remained the property of the USPS, MOHPG, 
the City of Monrovia, and the USPS entered into a 
binding legal agreement whereby the Monrovia His-
toric Preservation Group and the City of Monrovia will 
act as custodians for the mural which will be on loan 
from the United States Postal Service for a period of 
at least 25 years, with automatic five-year renewals 
thereafter. The agreement between the three parties 
stipulates that the mural be placed on display in the 
Monrovia Public Library, and that is where it resides 
tot his day. 
     And all because someone asked a question. 
 

The two photos above compare the condition of the mural 
before and after the restoration. There was significant 

damage to the paint but as can be seen the mural looked 
as good as new once the process was complete. 

It took almost a year before MOHPG got permission to 
view the mural but that finally occurred on May 27, 2004. 
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July 
 4  Sat  Independence Day 
 12  Sun  MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
     (Dependent on coronavirus situation.) 
 25  Sat  Annual MOHPG Meeting & Potluck, 5:30 pm, Community Room, 
     Monrovia Library 
August 
   MOHPG traditionally does not have any events scheduled for this month. 
 
September 
 12  Sat  4th Annual Earthquake Workshop, 11 am to 2 pm, 
     Community Room, Monrovia Library 
     RSVPs are required (Can RSVP starting August 1). 


