
      

 
     City Historian, city treasurer and one of the origi-
nal founding members of MOHPG (1980) Steve 
Baker has long been recognized within the communi-
ty of Monrovia as a real “Gem of Monrovia.” The 
scope of his volunteerism is extensive and very likely 
unmatched by even the most  ardent of volunteers.  
     Now that commitment to 
being an advocate for preser-
vation and serving the com-
munity in which he has lived 
over many decades has been 
validated outside the commu-
nity as well.  On May 23, 
2019, the Conference of Cali-
fornia Historical Societies an-
nounced its 2018-2019 
Awards of Merit recipients, 
and Steve Baker was on the 
list to receive the Wad-
dingham/Doctor Award 
(honoring Gladys W. Wad-
dingham and Joseph E. Doc-
tor) as an individual who has 
given 25 years or more of 
consistent and outstanding 
service to a local historical 
organization.  
     Sandy Burud, who along 
with Steve and Louise Rob-
ertson, comprised the Monrovia Legacy Project 
which over three years digitized photographs and 
documents to make them accessible online through 
the Monrovia Public Library, had this to say about 
Steve’s extensive involvement in the community: 

     
 “Steve is a fifth-generation Monrovian who was ap-
pointed the Official Historian for the City of Monrovia 
in 1991, was elected Monrovia City Treasurer in 
2005 and was re-elected in 2009, 2013, and 
2017.   He has been the Treasurer for the Duarte 
Historical Society and Museum for more than thirty 
years, He currently serves as President of the Citrus 
College Foundation Board of Directors, President of 
the Monrovia Historical Society, Treasurer of the 

Friends of the Monrovia Public 
Library, and as board member 
of the Monrovia Historic 
Preservation Group, Change-
Makers and the Santa Anita 
Family YMCA. In the past he 
has served as Chair of the 
Santa Anita YMCA Board of 
Managers, President of the 
Monrovia Historical Museum, 
Treasurer of the Friends of the 
Duarte Library, member of the 
Historic Preservation Commis-
sion, and Treasurer of St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church. He 
was also the Executive Secre-
tary of the Rotary Club of 
Monrovia for seventeen 
years.” 
     Steve received the award 
of merit at the 65th Annual 
Meeting of the Conference of 
California Historical Societies 
held from June 20-22, 2019, 

in Placerville, California. Steve was honored at a 
special luncheon on Saturday, June 22. 
     MOHPG is thrilled to see Steve be recognized 
this way and lucky to have such a valuable resource 
within our organization. Congratulations, Steve! 

   President’s Message /2     July Annual Meeting /3     Early Monrovia Book /4      Cemetery Tour /4 
          Board Report /5         A Chance Encounter /6       Plaque Unveiling /7        Calendar /8                                                                                                                                                                         

Steve Baker 



 

 

Page 2        www.mohpg.org            July 2019 

 

by Jim Wigton 
 

     MOHPG will be partnering with the Monrovia Fire 
Department to host the 3rd Annual Earthquake Work-
shop, open to residents of Monrovia. The first two 
workshops were a rousing success, attended by over 
50 people. Margaret Vinci from Cal Tech will again be 
the featured speaker. If you have been unable to at-
tend the first two workshops, you will not want to miss 
this one.  
     RSVPs are required as attendance is limited to 60 
people. Reservations can be made starting August 1 
on the MOHPG website. The primary purpose of the 
workshop is to encourage residents to take steps now 
so that they are prepared in the event of a major earth-
quake. 
     The workshop will be held on Saturday, September 
14, from 11 am until 2 pm in the Community Room of 
the Monrovia Library. Be sure to place this date on 
your calendar! 
 

     Up to this point in time, when I speak with individu-
als wanting to know more about the landmarking pro-
cess, I have given the following costs that are in-
volved: 
 Landmarking $500 
 Mills Act Contract $800 
Which happens to be true, except that recently I was 
made aware of an additional cost. 
     The city, by state law, can only charge the actual 
cost for a service and cannot inflate the amount. Be-
cause the landmarking/Mills Act process requires pub-
lic notification, applicants must pay the cost for that. 
There are two public hearings for each application—
the Historic Preservation Commission which must ap-
prove the application and the city council meeting 
which must confirm the application to make it official. 
For each of these meetings the applicant must pay 
$159 (for a total of $318), with most of the cost cover-
ing the newspaper notice of the meetings. 
     So if you know someone planning to make such an 
applicant or are planning to do so yourself, make a 
note of this additional cost. 
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     MOHPG will be holding its annual summer potluck 
dinner and meeting on Saturday, July 27, at 5:30 pm 
in the Community Room of the Monrovia Public Li-
brary. This has been our meeting place for a number 
of years, and the air-conditioning is a welcome bene-
fit should the day prove to be a hot one. 
     For MOHPG the fiscal year ends August 31, so 
this is the opportune time to review the organization’s 
finances as well as highlight the events of the past 
year. It also allows members a relaxed atmosphere 
in which to discuss any matters relevant to MOHPG’s 
operation. 
     Because this is a potluck dinner, attendees are 
asked to bring a dish according to the following 
breakdown: 
 A-Ha     Salad 
 He-Sa     Dessert 
  Sc-Z     Main Dish 
As usual MOHPG will provide paper service and 
drinks. 

     If you missed some of the past year’s activities, 
this will be an excellent opportunity to get a synopsis 
of what took place. And as we move into another 
year (our 39th, by the way), w can look forward to 
new and exciting things in the field of preservation. 
     So dig out your favorite recipe and prepare to get-
together with old friends and even meet a few new 
ones. 

         

WHEN: Saturday, July 27, 2019 
TIME: 5:30 pm 
LOCATION: Community Room, Monrovia Public    
 Library, 321 S. Myrtle Ave 
 
We hope you can join us for a relaxing summer 
evening as we review the events of the past year and 
summarize the financial status of MOHPG. 

A photo of some of those who attended in the summer of 
2018. 

 
     The Historic Preservation Commission held its 
regular monthly meeting on Wednesday, May 29, 
and six of the seven commissioners were present. 
Minutes from the past meeting were approved. 
     There was only one item on the agenda. 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the 1910 
Craftsman located at 239 N. Canyon Blvd. The house 
was designated Historic Landmark #71 in 2004 and 
therefore needs approval for any exterior alteration. 
     The homeowners want to move a double hung 
window on the north side of the house and place it 
next to two other existing double hung windows, 
making three windows together. This is being done in 
preparation for a kitchen remodel (the windows are 
part of the kitchen). 
     Three criteria are used to determination if the al-
teration is acceptable: 1) There is no adverse effect; 

2) The change is compatible with the period; and 3) 
The proportions, materials, and features must match 
the original work. Since the owners are reusing an 
existing window, the commissioners approved the 
change by voice vote, 6-0.   

This drawing, showing the north side of the house, illus-
trates how the windows will look after the change has taken 
place. 



 

 

Page 4         www.mohpg.org         July 2019 

     The Monrovia Historical Society, home of the Leg-
acy Project, has just published a 100-page book of 
photographs entitled Early Monrovia.  Focused on 
our town’s beginnings, it tells the story of Monrovia’s 
first years in 184 black and white images -- the peo-
ple, businesses, clubs, homes, schools, government, 
trolleys and railroads, and of course the parades. 
     The photographs come almost entirely from the 
Legacy Project’s collection. They show how the town 
came into being – what drove its creation and 
growth, what it looked like, who the real “movers and 
shakers” were and what they thought were most im-
portant (no saloons and great schools).  You’ll even 
find some surprises.  For example, did you know  
that Monrovia had a solar heating company  and a 
Young Ladies College a hundred years ago? You’ll 
see buildings that are still with us, and others that are 
sadly gone. You’ll get a window into the spirit of the 
place and a new sense of how what it was shaped 
what it is.  
     The book’s publication is the next step in bringing 
the Legacy Project’s collections to life.  As you may 
know, the Legacy Project team of Sandy Burud, 
Louise Robertson and Steve Baker digitized and de-
scribed over 5,000 historic photos and 1,000 docu-
ments (maps, articles, newspaper transcripts, and 
telephone directories) and put them online via the 
Library’s website at  
https://cityofmonrovia.pastperfectonline.com/.   
     Still, it’s a huge collection and it can be hard to 
know where to start and how to put the pieces to-

gether to understand the story of Monrovia.  That’s 
what the book does.  
     Early Monrovia can be purchased in several loca-
tions around town – at City Hall, at the Library’s 
Friends bookstore, at Dollmakers' Kattywompus (412 
S. Myrtle) and from the Monrovia Historical Society 
(website: monroviahistoricalsociety.org phone: 626 
675-8323 or email: monroviahistoricalsocie-
ty1896@gmail.com).  The cost is $30 with proceeds 
going to the Monrovia Historical Society. 
     The book came off the press in early May, and 
half of the 150 copies have already been sold.  You 
might want to get yours right away before they are 
sold out. 
     If you have questions about the book, feel free to 
contact Sandy Burud at (626) 675-8323. 

 
     City Historian Steve Baker (centered in the picture 
below) led almost 40 people on a tour of the 
gravesites of the original homeowners for the homes 
that were on the home tour this past May 5. Family 
members from all six of the tour houses were buried 
at Live Oak Cemetery, and Steve shared family his-
tories for each of the families represented.  

     Steve is known for the many previous tours he 
has conducted at the cemetery as he brings to life 
the individuals who had an early impact on the for-
mation of Monrovia.  Especially endearing are the 
anecdotal stories he relates that few people know 
about. 
     The afternoon concluded with pie and ice cream 
provided by the staff at Live Oak Cemetery. Another 
successful MOHPG program! 

https://cityofmonrovia.pastperfectonline.com/
http://monroviahistoricalsociety.org
mailto:monroviahistoricalsociety1896@gmail.com
mailto:monroviahistoricalsociety1896@gmail.com
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     The board met Sunday, June 2, at 10 am with 
eleven of the twelve board members and two 
MOHPG members present. The minutes from April 
28 were approved with one correction. 

Helen Falco reported that membership stands the 
same as April - 207. It was suggested that Helen 
send out an email to all tour docents NOT members 
of MOHPG and invite them to join. This she will do. 

Alan Morse passed out copies of the financial re-
ports. MOHPG’s fiscal year ends August 31, and 
MOHPG’s current assets are the highest they have 
ever been. A decision on where to open a CD for a 
better rate will be made at the next board meeting as 
we seek to maximize the interest rate. 

Lee Schamadan noted in the coming months, we 
have the annual summer potluck (July 27) and the 
3rd annual earthquake workshop, co-sponsored with 
the Monrovia Fire Department. He also has tentative 
plans for programs in the last three months of the 
year which will be reported on once they have been 
confirmed. 

A summary of post-tour comments was passed 
around by Janie Gallandat, and there was some dis-
cussion about them. The board also received a sum-
mary sheet of income/expenses for the tour which 
showed  a profit this year of $7,400 which is consid-
erably higher than last year and the highest of the 
past seven years. A complete breakdown will be pre-
sented to the membership at the July 27 potluck. In 
addition the left over “First Houses” books that were 
donated by Cleve and Gloria Crudgington were sold 
on tour day, yielding an additional $475. Also, for the 
185 tickets sold on PayPal this year, the fees for 
those purchases totaled $119.43. A total of 520 tick-
ets were purchased for this year’s tour with the fol-
lowing breakdown for where they were purchased: 
Chamber of Commerce - 30; Dollmakers’ - 146; Foot-
hill Gym - 10; PayPal - 185; tour day - 106; Miscella-
neous - 30; mail orders - 13. 

The piano donated by Dan Ryan is still on sale for 
$2,000 with one prospective buyer still undecided. A 
long discussion followed regarding the planned 
changes for the market at 525 S. Shamrock Avenue. 
Board members commented on their concerns for 
the proposed design, which includes adding a sec-
ond story to the structure. The principal concern  had 
to do with the awnings proposed for both the upper 
and lower floors. Secretary of the Interior Standards 
recommend distinguishing between the new and the 
old, and it was felt that the steel awnings on both 
floors were inappropriate. These concerns will be re-
lated to the city as finalization of the plans will hap-
pen soon. 

It was noted that Steve Baker will be receiving an 
award of merit from the California Conference of His-
torical Societies in late June for his over 25 year con-
tributions to preservation in the city. The board voted 
$750 to co-sponsor a music concert in Library Park 
this summer, an activity that MOHPG has supported 
for many years.  Also discussed was a proposed fa-
çade change to the 1900 home at 168 N. Ivy Avenue. 
The change would alter a second-story balcony, 
most likely eliminating the home from possible land-
mark designation. The city has been working with the 
homeowner on the change. A sample of the page 
MOHPG will have in the upcoming summer issue of 
Monrovia Today was passed around and sugges-
tions were made about items to include in future is-
sues (MOHPG has a full page in the quarterly publi-
cation). 

MOHPG received two inquiries over the past month. 
One asked for more information on a couple who 
lived in Monrovia around the turn of the 2oth century. 
The other inquiry had to do with the process for cre-
ating a historic district on Oakdale, between Sham-
rock and Mountain Avenues. 

The next board meeting date has been changed to 
July 28. There will be no board meeting in August as 
MOHPG does not schedule activities for that month. 
The September board meeting will be moved back to 
September 8 because of the Labor Day holiday. 
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by Susie Ling 
 
     While serving as a docent for the MOHPG Historic 
Homes Tour, one occasionally meets some very in-
teresting people. Such was the case with the recent 
tour in May. One man I started talking with told me 
that he was a fifth generation Californian on both 
sides of his family. He said, “I’m the great-great-
grandson of a man who came from Vermont to the 
California gold rush and then subsequently moved to 
this area to establish a berry farm. My ancestor’s 
name was George Peck, and Peck Road is named 
after him.” When I mentioned this to Steve Baker, he 

replied by email that the Peck farm was in north El 
Monte, “…and Mr. Peck often did his shopping in 
Monrovia and was well-known around town.” This 
information piqued my interest, and so I did some 
further digging. 
     George Huntington Peck (1819-1903) was born in 
Burlington, Vermont, the 5th son of Almira C. Keyes 

(1785-1842) and John Peck (1785-1862). Almira was 
the youngest daughter of General John Keyes, the 
first Adjutant General of the State of Connecticut. 
John Keyes had served in the Revolutionary War as 
a lieutenant. John Peck was a prominent merchant 
and physician. His father, Captain Joseph Peck 
(1757-1829), fought at Bunker Hill and was wounded 
at the Battle of Stony Point in 1779.  
     George Huntington Peck was one of ten children. 
He entered the University of Vermont at the age of 
14. Poor health caused him to do some traveling in 
the warmer Caribbean. He was admitted to the Ver-
mont bar in 1841 but by 1842, he was a sailor again 
in the Caribbean. Perhaps the adventure bug caused 
him to come to San Francisco in 1849. He farmed in 
Alviso in 1849, became a produce merchant in San 
Francisco in 1850, was a miner in Big Bar on the 
American River between 1851 and 1852, became a 
farmer again, taught school in 1854, and opened a 
law office at Dutch Flat in Placer County in 1857. By 
1859 or 1860, he was Superintendent of the San 
Francisco Industrial School (now the site of SFCC 
campus) – allegedly a “House of Refuge” for desti-
tute children. It was indeed “little more than a harsh 
workhouse, whose real purpose was to keep troubled 
youths out of sight” (SF Chronicle, 17 March 2018).  
     By 1863, Peck was involved in business in San 
Francisco until, in 1869, “misfortunes caused his re-
moval to a farm of about 500 acres in El Mon-
te” (Annual Publication of the Historical Society of 
Southern California and the Pioneers of LA County, 
1903, p. 88). Peck grew castor oil beans and then 
operated a dairy in El Monte. Peck kept reinventing 
himself and was LA County School Superintendent 
between 1874 and 1876. George Peck had two sons 
from his first wife, and two daughters from his second 
wife. The Peck family maintained the El Monte 
Ranch until 1900, and George died in 1903 in Pasa-
dena.  
     George H. Peck, Jr. (1856-1940), the younger 
son, was born in San Francisco, became a Southern 
Pacific Railroad conductor, liked what he saw in San 
Pedro, opened a bank in San Pedro, and “eventually 
acquired virtually all of San Pedro and much of the 
north part of what became Manhattan 
Beach” (Wikipedia). 

George H. Peck, Jr. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Connecticut_Adjutant_General
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manhattan_Beach,_California
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     “So much of our ethnic history has been lost.” 
                     Susie Ling 
 
     Residents, community leaders, and guests from 
as far away as Washington state came together  on 
Saturday, June 8, 2019, to celebrate the role of Japa-
nese-Americans in the development of Monrovia and 
to unveil artwork to recognize the achievements and 
contributions of these early citizens. 

     The day was one of celebration as descendants 
of early Japanese pioneers shared their memories of 
life during those early years. It was noted that Japa-
nese-Americans not only were placed in internment 
camps during World War II but also were denied citi-
zenship until 1952. City historian Steve Baker re-
counted some of the history of the earliest Japanese 
settlers and their impact on the community at the be-

ginning of the 20th century. 
     MOHPG member and professor at Pasadena City 
College Susie Ling has spent years documenting the 
contributions of the African-American, Latino, and 
Japanese communities to the development of Monro-
via, and she introduced family members of the earli-
est Japanese settlers who then shared family memo-
ries with those in attendance. 
     At the end of the ceremonies, artwork consisting 
of a plaque and medallion was unveiled to recognize 
these contributions. The artwork was financed by 
Monrovia’s Art in Public Places fund which works to 
increase the quantity and quality of public art within 
the community. 

   

Darrell Brooke 
Frank & Tammy Guarino 

Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 
Hal Leavens 

John & Megan Ferrell 
Nancy McGrain 

 

Vicky Hansen 
Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley 

Wendy Gruber 
Susanne Hayek 

Rich & Joyce Rickenbrode 
 

 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 

Guests and dignitaries pose beneath the nearly created 
artwork which honors the role of Japanese-Americans in 
the Monrovia community. The round medallion at the top is 
temporary and will be replaced with a bronze copy within 
the next few months. 

MOHPG member Susie Ling has played a significant role 
over the past several years in bringing to light the history of 
Monrovia’s minorities and helping to recognize their contri-
butions to the community. 
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Address Correction Requested 

 
July 
 4  Thurs  Independence Day 
 7  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 27  Sat  Annual MOHPG Potluck Meeting, 5:30 pm. Details on page 3. 
 
August 
 MOHPG is dark this month. No MOHPG activities are scheduled. 
 4  Sun  Hit Me 90s music concert in Library Park, 7 pm, 
     co-sponsored by MOHPG 
 
September 
 2  Mon  Labor Day 
 8  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 14  Sat  3rd Annual Earthquake Workshop, 11 am to 2 pm 
     (RSVPs required, starting in August). Margaret Vinci of Cal Tech will 
     again be the featured speaker. 


