
     Many MOHPG households own a vintage home in 
Monrovia, and as a result members have spent years 
and often large amounts of money to restore their 
homes to their original character. It is one of the ma-
jor reasons Monrovia has become such a desirable 
place to live - neighborhoods replete with fine exam-
ples of Victorian, Craftsman, Spanish Colonial Reviv-
al, Tudor, American Foursquare, English Cottage -
well, you get the pic-
ture. Stories abound 
with the details of how 
families transformed 
poorly maintained vin-
tage homes into pictur-
esque gems. This is 
just one of those tales. 
     Pedro and Armida 
Torres, along with their 
15 year-old daughter 
Sophia, purchased the 
home on Lemon Ave-
nue in 2015.They had 
been told by the real 
estate agent that the 
home was built in 
1947, a year probably 
arrived at by the county 
due to the addition of a 
back house. It was only 
later that they discovered that the home was actually 
a Folk Victorian, built in 1887 (Yes, it is one of the 67 
homes identified by the Monrovia Legacy Project as 
one of the First Houses in Monrovia). Pedro and Ar-
mida originally purchased the home as an invest-
ment with the idea of throwing on some paint and 
making some minor repairs, then renting out the front 
and back units. 
     However, once they had taken a closer look at the 

community and realized they were only three blocks 
from the heart of downtown, they reconsidered their 
plans and decided to make the house their home.  
Consultations with both Steve Baker and Jimi Hen-
drix only served to reinforce the idea that the only 
way to remodel was to retain as much historical char-
acter as possible. 
     The next step was to determine how to proceed 
with a renovation on a house that was in need of 
some major repairs and a lot of TLC. Pedro, who had 
retired from the LAPD, hired two men and along with 

his father Tim, who was 
83 years old, began 
working on the transfor-
mation. Their original 
plan was to spend about 
$80,000 to repair the 
front and back houses, a 
number that ballooned to 
$200,000 before they 
were to complete the 
task. But in Pedro’s 
words, they “wanted to 
do it right.” 
    They started by fixing 
up the back house so 
that work could proceed 
unimpeded on the main 

structure. Pedro worked 
closely with the city to in-
sure not only that code 
was met but also to guar-

antee that the architectural details were preserved. 
For example, he was told by the city that the footprint 
of the main house could not be changed. 
     One of Steve Baker’s main contributions was to 
point out what the original windows on the front 
looked like, once the interior walls were removed and 
the studs exposed.  As a result, Pedro had custom 
eight-foot, double-hung windows manufactured to   
                        (con’t on page 5)
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310 E. Lemon Avenue, as it looked shortly after being pur-
chased by the Torres family in 2015. Notice the front win-
dows and door. To see the house as it looks today, go to 
page 5.                                   Photo courtesy of Pedro Torres 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     According to representatives from the DIY Network, 
they are moving forward with their plans to film multi-
ple episodes of the restoration show Restored in Mon-
rovia, sometime from September to December. There 
were nine applicants from Monrovia, and as we are 
going to press, a final decision on which homes will be 
selected for restoration has yet to be made. Once that 
determination has been made, we will pass the infor-
mation on to you. 
 

     On May 15, 2018, the Monrovia City Council made 
it official, adding another landmark home to an already 
extensive list of noteworthy houses in town. The 1929 
Spanish Colonial Revival, located at 921 E. Greystone 
Avenue, became the 144th local landmark as a result 
of procedures put in place in 1995.  
     If the picture of the home looks familiar, it should. 
The house was one of six private homes that was 
open for the 2018 annual Historic Homes Tour, spon-
sored by MOHPG. The house sits on almost one acre 
of land and has over 6400 square feet of interior 
space. It makes a nice addition to the many significant 
structures that have been accorded landmark status. 
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     Summer is upon us, which means it’s time for our 
annual summer potluck meeting, when we gather to 
review the events of the past year, examine the fi-
nancial health of the organization, and greet old 
friends and make new ones. We hope you will be in 
town and can join us for the evening. 
     The meeting/program will be held in the Commu-
nity Room of the Monrovia Public Library. We ask 
that each family bring a dish for 10 people according 
to the following: 
 A-Ha     Main Dish 
 He-Sa   Salad 
 Sc-Z      Dessert 
As usual, MOHPG will provide paper service and 
drinks. 
     As part of the evening we will be presenting a 
slideshow that reviews the events over the past year 
and talk about the financial information from the 2018 
Historic Homes Tour. If you find yourself busy 
throughout the year and unable to attend many of the 
programs and related preservation meetings, this is a 
good time to view a summary of how the past year 
went. 
     Hope to see you there! 

         

WHAT: Annual Meeting 
WHEN: Saturday, July 28, 2018, 5:30 pm 
WHERE: Community Room, Monrovia Public 
               Library 
 
This is an opportunity to get together with fellow 
preservationists, review the financial health of the or-
ganization, and look back on the highlights of the past 
year.  

Sandy Burud (right) addresses the gathering at last year’s 
annual potluck, also held in the Community Room. 

 
     Are you an Amazon shopper? If so, here’s a way 
to continue making your Amazon purchases while at 
the same time helping MOHPG. , 0.5% of eligible pur-
chases will be donated to MOHPG. 
                      HOW TO SIGN UP 
Go to smile.amazon.com.  If you already have an ac-
count with Amazon, sign in. Then at the prompt for 
the charitable organization, type in Monrovia Historic 
Preservation Group and then confirm. 
That’s it! 
     Then, when you want to make a purchase on Am-

azon, use smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com.  
All the same products are offered here as on Ama-
zon.com. 
     We will keep you updated on the amount of dona-
tion we receive from Amazon through this program. It 
costs you nothing extra to participate, and MOHPG 
benefits when you make a purchase. 
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     Eleven members of MOHPG traveled to San Di-
mas on Saturday, June 23, to get a history lesson on 
the growth of the railroad in this area. The curator of 
the museum, David Housh, managed to squeeze a 
lot of information into the free, 1½ hour tour, using 
props  and pictures located throughout the museum. 
     David belongs to the Pacific Railroad Society, a 
group of railroad enthusiasts, that first began in 1936.  
Today the group numbers over 400 members. Over 
the years the members have managed to collect a 
large amount of railroad memorabilia, but it wasn’t 
until 1995 that they were able to find a permanent 
home for the collection. 
     The museum is currently housed in the second 
San Dimas railroad station built at this location. The 
building consists of five rooms, and all five are filled 
with signs, pictures, and loads of railroad artifacts. 
     The first train station was a wooden structure, and 
when it burned to the ground, a stucco and tiled roof 
depot was built in its place in 1934. It operated from 
then until 1968, handling passenger, freight, and cit-
rus trains. The city of San Dimas acquired the build-
ing in 1974 and for a while it was used as the loca-
tion for the Chamber of Commerce. It took several 

years of talks with the city before the group was able 
to sign a lease agreement that would provide a home 
for the memorabilia. 
     In addition to historic switch stands, assorted 
bells, and antique railroad tools, the museum also 
houses a research library with over 4,000 books. 
There are also photos, maps, blueprints, and timeta-
bles included in the collection. 

 
     Want to become more involved in the organization 
of MOHPG? There is currently one opening on the 
Board of Directors as a Member-At-Large. This 
position has no specific duties but does entitle the 
member to vote at meetings and contribute to board 
discussions. 
     For anyone wishing to become more active, this 
would be an excellent way to start. The Board is al-
ways on the lookout for members who can bring a 
fresh perspective to the position. If you would like to 
know more about the workings of the Board, contact 
any Board member. Meetings are held once a month, 
usually on the first Sunday (except for holiday 
months), but not in August when MOHPG is dark for 
the month. 

 
     The Historic Preservation Commission met for a 
regularly scheduled meeting, with five of the seven 
commissioners present. There was only one item on 
the agenda. 
Determination of Historical Significance for the 
house located at 405 Genoa Street.  The house is a 
Minimal Traditional, built in 1953. The staff report 
concluded that the neighborhood houses do not ap-
pear to possess the necessary architectural merit or 
integrity needed to form a historic district. The house 
itself had all the windows but one replaced at some 
point with vinyl windows. Staff recommended a sta-
tus code of 6Z (meaning the house can be torn 
down). Approved 5-0. 
     Following the conclusion of this item, City Manag-
er Oliver Chi led a discussion on the work surround-
ing the house located at 419 N. Magnolia Avenue. 
Evidently, the remodel of the back of the house re-
quired sheathing on the entire house to bring it up to 
code. At this point the matter should have come up 
before the HPC but communication was lacking be-
tween the Planning Commission and the Building 
Department. As a result the house was stripped 
down to the studs. Moving forward the builders will 
be required to restore the original look of the house. 
Councilwoman Gloria Crudgington, who attends the 
HPC meetings, requested that this discussion be 
continued at the next HPC meeting on June 27. 

Curator of the San Dimas Pacific Railroad Museum, David 
Housh, narrates a history of railroad development in the 
eastern part of the San Gabriel Valley. 
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                          (con’t from page 1) 
 
replicate the original appearance on the front of the 
house. 
      Materials were reused whenever possible. When 
it became necessary to remove the river rock founda-
tion that was un-reinforced, wood from the interior 
wainscoting was used to construct a skirt around the 
base of the house to hide the new concrete founda-
tion. Wooden rain gutters still graced the roofline, a 
key architectural element, and they were retained 
and rehung. 
     In 1912 a small addition on the back of the house 
was completed, probably to accommodate a bath-
room. Later on, other additions were made to the 
back. When work on the restoration was begun, it 
soon became apparent that the workmanship on this 
part of the house was sadly deficient. That necessi-
tated re-constructing the back of the house. The orig-
inal redwood siding was carefully removed and re-
installed once the framing was complete to maintain 
a uniformity of appearance. 
     The city required sheathing to be placed on the 
walls but doing so on the outside would have created 

problems with the look. So instead, the sheathing 
was placed on the inside walls, maintaining the ap-
pearance as well as not requiring the removal of the 
redwood clapboards. 
     The project took twelve months to complete. On 
the interior a wall was removed to open up the front 
room into the kitchen. Casing around doorways and 
windows was replicated to include rosettes and fluted 
trim pieces. When it came to installing the wainscot-
ing, Pedro searched the Internet for ideas, finally de-
ciding on a panel design that seemed appropriate. 
     Throughout the process guidelines from the city 
were followed to achieve a result that was appropri-
ate for this style of house, which as a result of re-
search it was determined to be a Folk Victorian, shot-
gun style. Recently, the owners applied for landmark 
status, and a determination whether to grant that ap-
plication will soon come before the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission. 
     Whatever the outcome of the application, this pro-
ject serves as a fine example of the proper way to 
tackle a restoration challenge. While the cost to un-
dertake a suitable updating for a vintage home will 
always be a major factor determining the scope of 
the project, these owners have made decisions 
which have resulted in a renovation that will last for 
another hundred years. 

Today the front of the house is closer to its original appear-
ance, with eight-foot high windows in front in their original 
position and the transom restored over the front door. 

The original river rock foundation had to be replaced with a 
concrete foundation. To shield the concrete from view, 
wood from interior wainscoting was used as a skirt. 
                                           Photo courtesy of Pedro Torres 
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by Sandy Burud 

 
     The Monrovia Legacy Project Collection of historic 
photographs and papers -- an effort that began three 
years ago -- is now available online to the public. The 
collection has 5,000 historic photos and 1,000 histor-
ic documents from the earliest years (1886) of Mon-
rovia’s beginnings to the 1980s.  They include peo-
ple, schools, businesses, parks, clubs, parades, 
newspapers, and churches – most everything you 
can imagine -- and some things you couldn’t. This 
treasure trove of historic photos and papers has 
been squirreled away for safekeeping but was not 
accessible to the public -- until now. 
     To find it, go to monroviapubliclibrary.org and on 
the left click on Monrovia Historical Collections, scroll 
down to and click on the link to the Monrovia Legacy 
Project and you will then see the page that is shown 
in the image at the right →).  
     The Legacy Project’s charge was to organize and 
digitize the papers and photographs our City Histori-
ans Myron Hotchkiss and Steve Baker have collected 
or written over the past 50 years. Most of the photo-
graphs are from Myron’s collection, bequeathed to 
the Monrovia Historical Society when he died in 
1989. He also wrote short histories -- on early rail-
roads, the first school, and early banks to name a 
few, and transcribed excerpts from the first newspa-
pers.  Steve Baker added his collection of photos, 
postcards, pamphlets and hundreds of histories he 
has written about our historic homes and the families 
that lived in them.  His knowledge of Monrovia’s his-
tory also appears in many of the photograph’s de-
scriptions. 
     You can look up a street address or a person’s 
name or type of business (bakery, hotel) and see 
what pops up.  The easiest way to begin is with the 
‘Keyword Search’ tab at the top.  Try “Monroe” and 
click on one of the items.  Each photo or document 
has its own page (a ‘record’) with more details about 
it. A small image will appear on the left – you can 
click on that to enlarge it.  Each document’s page  

 

 
has a link that opens the document; some are large 
and might need time to open, so be patient. Many 
records have links to other items on the same sub-
ject, about the same person or family.  
     The work was carried out by Sandy Burud, Steve 
Baker, and Louise Robertson -- with funding from the 
City and other donors. Online access to the collection 
is free and individuals and local historical groups can 
also download the images without charge.  Anyone 
who wants to purchase prints can do that through the 
Historical Society, the non-profit ‘home’ of the Legacy 
Project.  On the website at the bottom of each print 
(when enlarged by clicking on the thumbnail) is a 
“Request Image” icon, which connects with the His-
torical Society. 
     So dive in and experience it.  And please pass the 
word about this new resource so others can enjoy 
this window into Monrovia’s unique character. 

file:///C:/Users/jimwi/Downloads/monroviapubliclibrary.org
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by Susie Ling 
 

     Kindness for neighbors was a prevalent feature 
among Monrovians at a time when race relations 
were strained. Here are some examples from our 
past. 
     Former Mayor Bob Bartlett grew up at 511 Royal 
Oaks in the 1940-50s, next door to the Bracamonte 
family. Young Bob would come running over when 
his neighbors made fresh warm tortillas. He remem-
bered fondly in a previous interview, “They called me 
‘Shorty.’ I still don’t know why… They would say, 
‘Here comes Shorty.’”  
     About the same time, Lloyd Garcia, grandson of 
Luis and Lucinda Garcia, was growing up on Almond 
next door to the Tsuneishi family. The Tsuneishis 
had a fruit stand and were raising eleven children. 
After unjustly being interned during World War II, 
some of the family returned to Monrovia. When he 
was about 10, Lloyd remembers tagging along 20-
something Arthur Tsuneishi who had polio. “We 
would do physical exercises together… I would help 
them pound mochi [rice cakes for Japanese New 
Year]. The mother did not speak English but we got 
along very well… The Tsuneishis included me like 
family and I enjoyed our friendship.” Young Lloyd 
was struggling through some issues at the time, as 
was Arthur, and their simple friendship helped both. 
     Before World War II, Monrovia’s Strawberry King 
on Huntington Drive was Yutaro Uyeda. Yutaro had a 
gas pump on his property and got to be drinking bud-
dies with Orman Good, an agent for Standard Oil 
since the 1920s. Orman lived with his family a few 
blocks away on Lemon Avenue. After Pearl Harbor, 
Yutaro got picked up by the FBI and he and his fami-
ly would be forced to evacuate. Mary, Yutaro’s 
daughter, remembers, “We gave the Goods our sug-
ar rations and Mrs. Good brought us cookies while 
we were at Pomona Detention Center. Mr. Good 
looked after our property and would send us money 
[while we were in camp] from leasing out our home. 
He had been given power of attorney. Mr. Good 
picked us up – along with the Asanos – from the 
Monrovia train station when we returned from camp.” 
     Tosh Asano went to the Heart Mountain camp 

along with the Uyedas and other Japanese from 
Monrovia. Tosh had been an athlete from the day he 
was born. Before the war, his parents owned a gro-
cery store on Myrtle. Tosh was a Wildcat half-back 
and was also on the track and basketball teams. He 
then played for Citrus Community College. While he 
was in the concentration camp, he played baseball. 
He also played baseball for the Army and played in 
leagues upon returning to Monrovia after the war. He 
loved bowling, golf, and even watching sports on TV. 
When Tosh retired, he and his two Wildcats team-
mates – Basil Zimmerman and Chuck Ochoa – got 
together every Tuesday. Sometimes the Oldcats had 
fieldtrips and sometimes they just did chores togeth-
er. They were the Three Amigos.  
     Monrovia’s history includes many tales of those 
who “practiced random kindness” and who had 
friendships despite race or other restrictions. These 
are but a few of those stories. 

 

Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 
Hal Leavens 

 

Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley 
Margaret Garemore 

Aztec Hotel - owner Qinhan Chen 
The Brooke Law Group, PC 

Edie Ramirez 
Joan Sullivan 

Renee Bannoura 
Wendy Gruber 
Susanne Hayek 
Nancy McGrain 

 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 

The Tsuneishi Fruit Stand on Huntington Drive before 
World War II.   
                         Photo courtesy of grandson Mark Tsuneishi 
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  July 
 4  Wed  Independence Day 
 7  Sat  Walking Tour of Downtown Monrovia. Cost $5 per person. Meet at 
     10 am at the SE corner of Palm and Myrtle Avenues. 
 8  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 28  Sat  Annual Potluck Meeting, Community Room, Monrovia Library, 5:30 pm 
 28  Sat  Narrated tour of Historic Monrovia with Steve Baker; ticket info can be 
     found at monroviahistoricalsociety1896@gmail.com. 
 
  August 
 4  Sat  Walking Tour of Downtown Monrovia. Cost $5 per person. Meet at 
     10 am at the SE corner of Palm and Myrtle Avenues. 
 25  Sat  Narrated tour of Historic Monrovia with Steve Baker; ticket info can be 
     found at monroviahistoricalsociety1896@gmail.com. 
 
  September 
 9  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 22  Sat  2nd annual Earthquake Workshop, held in conjunction with the 
     Monrovia Fire Department, 11 am - 2 pm, Community Room, 
     Monrovia Library.  RSVPs required. 
 22  Sat  Narrated tour of Historic Monrovia with Steve Baker; ticket info can be 
     found at monroviahistoricalsociety1896@gmail.com. 


