
      

 
     “Tis the season to be jolly” was a refrain seldom 
heard in downtown Monrovia during the COVID 
years. But after it had been absent for several years, 
the holiday parade returned with gusto and enthusi-
asm as residents once again lined Myrtle Avenue 
from Olive to Palm to cheer on their favorite entries 
and regale in the holiday spirit that had been absent 
from people’s lives for some time. 
     The threat of rain (It didn’t arrive until long after 

the parade had ended) did little to dampen the mood 
of those in attendance. And there were so many pa-
rade participants that it was hard to know which was 
the larger number - the people watching the parade 
or the people in the parade. 
     Of course, MOHPG had its very own parade en-
trant  - the husband/wife team of Michael and Janene 
Khanchalian driving their recently renovated 1914 
Model T. They were accompanied by MOHPG mem-
ber Jim Constantian who held a larger-than-life photo 
of former city treasurer Steve Baker who always rode 
in the city parades and who passed away in April 
2022. A fitting tribute. 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     MOHPG was recently informed that Dan Ryan, a 
member of MOHPG along with his wife Junko since 
2000, passed away at the beginning of October of this 
year. Dan had worked in preservation in the city of Or-
ange for 25 years and he brought that experience and 
knowledge to his role as a member of the Historic 
Preservation Commission. In addition, he was a yearly 
fixture as a docent for the home tour. His contributions 
will be missed. 

     As we emerge from the almost three-year haze of 
COVID, we enter the new year with the hopeful expec-
tations that are the traditional rites of passage from 
one year to the next. Namely, the glass is half full so 
we anticipate better things ahead and so can be opti-
mistic about events to come. 
     Being preservationists we know that there will be 
successes and failures on the preservation front, but 
what drives us is knowing the benefit that future resi-
dents of Monrovia will receive from the presence of so 
much history, whether it be as impressive as a stately 
home or as obscure as a historic granite stone used to 
tether horse-driven carriages. Our comfort is knowing 
we played a part in helping to protect and preserve the 
pieces of history that give our city its character. 
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     While this program is listed as a January event, it 
will not actually take place until February 5, due to 
scheduling difficulties. But the chance to visit this  
beautifully restored 1898 Queen Anne Victorian 
home located near downtown Los Angeles was too 
good to delay any longer.  
     A few tidbits about the house gleaned off the In-
ternet: 
 
     The museum is a 13-room house built in 1898 in 
the Queen Anne-style of Victorian architecture for a 
man named Jonathan Hill at a cost of $5,000. 
     Ownership of the house changed hands a few 
times after Hill, identified in records only as “a man of 
independent means,” who sold it sometime after 
1900; at one point it was a doctor’s home and later a 
rooming house. 
     The house was acquired in 1984 by Dr. Anna 
Krieger, a retired physician, and her daughters Su-
san and Nancy, and they established it as a museum 
in honor of Dr. Krieger’s mother, Anna Grier Musser. 
Throughout the house are many of her heirlooms, 
including watercolor paintings, Haviland china, and 
clothing from the 19th century. The family’s collection 
of antiques spans three generations, and countless 
items have been added during the period the house 
was being restored. 
 
     To let the museum staff prepare for our group, we 
are asking for RSVPs from those who wish to attend. 
Our tour of the home will take place on Saturday, 
February 4, beginning at 11 am. Cost is $7 per 
person (cash only). To RSVP, send your name to 
mohpg1980@gmail.com no later than December 
31, 2022. There is limited parking, so carpooling is 
advised. 
DIRECTIONS: 
     Take the 210 Fwy west from Monrovia, then 
merge to the 134 Fwy. Go south on CA-2/Glendale 
Fwy, then exit at the Glendale Blvd (south) offramp. 

Take Glendale Blvd and then a slight right onto N. 
Alvarado St. Then turn left onto W. 3rd St., then right 
on Bonnie Brae Street. 
     The distance from Monrovia to the museum is 
about 20 miles so plan accordingly. Plan on arriving 
in time to park and be ready to start the tour at 11 am 
sharp. If you so choose, you can take the Metro Gold 
Line and Red Line which will bring you to within a 
couple of blocks of the museum. 

         

WHEN: Saturday, February 4, 2023 
TIME: 11 am 
LOCATION: Grier Musser Museum, 403 S. Bonnie 
Brae St, Los Angeles 
Admission: $7 (cash only) 
 
MOHPG members will get a guided tour of this 1898 
restored Queen Anne Victorian home. 

The Grier Musser Museum 
403 S. Bonnie Brae St, Los Angeles 
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     On Tuesday, December 20, the Monrovia Rotary 
Club formally dedicated a bench in memory of city 
historian Steve Baker who passed away on April 4, 

2022. Since Steve had served as president of the 
Rotary Club, this was a fitting way to honor him. The 
bench sits at the entrance to the Monrovia Historical 
Museum, another organization for which Steve had 
served as president. 

   

Fred & Kathleen Wasson 
Gene & Nell Elerding 

Hal Leavens 
Darrell & Arline Brooke 

Jim Wigton 
Oliver & Bobbie Chi 
John & Penny Zuk 

John & Megan Ferrell 
 

 

Michael Andrews 
Glenna Super 

Duane & Meredith Swierczynski 
Eliot Bean & Edna Teller 

Martha Rund 
Steven & Elizabeth Cifelli 

Carol Bell Mankiewicz 
 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 
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by Susie Ling 
 
     The realtor boldly advertised the house at 234 W. 
Colorado as a 1906 Queen Anne Victorian. Even I 
knew that you can’t make royalty out of a 1000 
square feet house with just a couple of corner mold-
ings and a vented attic. Maybe the realtor meant to 
say it was near a Queen Anne Victorian (located a 
few doors away, at 210 W. Colorado). We all live un-
der the aura of that trapezoidal turret built by Captain 
Albert H. Johnson in 1887. 

     A MOHPG friend thought our house an example 
of “transitional” architecture, a mid-point between tra-
ditional and modern aesthetics. That is a generous 
friend; this house is better described as “basic box 
architecture.” Voice carries easily through the 3 bed-
rooms linked by a Jack-and-Jill bath. You can even 
hear all from the quaint storage cellar. The tiny kitch-
en is an incentive to patronize Rudy’s or JB’s on Myr-
tle. Still, we apologetically find reason to park four 
large trash bins in the back alley. 
     Built in 1906, this house is actually a Johnny-
come-lately on this block as neighboring homes were 
built in 1901 and 1904. Two others units came in 
1913 and 1920. In between this row of little boxes 
are two smallish multi-unit apartments built in 1941 
and 1953, and some ADUs in the back. City historian 
Steve Baker used to say that back in the day, this 
part of Monrovia was favored by working class fami-
lies who depended on the Pacific Electric to take 
them to work. The Monrovia red cars ran from 1902 
to 1951 along Olive Avenue, a block south of Orange 
Avenue.  
     Originally, this street was named Orange Avenue. 
The 1887 Orange Avenue School was Monrovia’s 
first dedicated school building, but later rebuilt and 
then renamed as Monroe School. Monrovia forefa-
thers named the east-west streets near Myrtle as 

Palm, Lemon, Lime, Orange, Olive, Walnut, Chest-
nut, and Maple. But then, just about every city in Los 
Angeles County has streets named Palm, Lemon, 
and Orange. Very SoCal. 
     Five of the houses on this block have white picket 
fences and six have dogs. Residents include a re-
tired artist, a Filipina with a daughter who just fin-
ished a Master’s degree, a medical supplies sales-
person, an alumnus of Monrovia High who’s now an 
electrician, an Egyptian videographer, and a newly-
wed gay couple. Everybody has a story. These days, 
only two families have young children, but over a 
hundred children are welcomed on Halloween. Street 
parking goes fast for Friday Fairs and other special 
Monrovia events. We also get traffic from teens walk-
ing to-and-fro the high school and fire engines racing 
by. The dogs bark at the sirens and the fireworks on 
football nights. Our tiny house has lived through nu-
merous earthquakes, two pandemics, and a lot of 
life.  
     There you have it - our block is a typical slice of 
Monrovia. 

234 W. Colorado Blvd 

210 W. Colorado Blvd 
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     The MOHPG board met on Sunday, December 4 
for a regularly scheduled meeting. Nine of the eleven 
board members were present as well as one guest 
member. The minutes from November were ap-
proved. 
 

     The current membership stands at 198. So far for 
2023, there have been five memberships subscribed 
to at the Heritage Circle Level and four at the Sup-
porter Level. Names of those at these two levels are 
mentioned on the website and in the monthly news-
letter. 
 

     Financial reports (Balance Sheet, Profit/Loss, 
Checks Written, Deposits) were sent out by Michael 
Kaplan ahead of the meeting.  We will be checking 
with our financial firm about changing the due dates 
on our CDs, given that CD rates have increased con-
siderably in recent months. A penalty will be charged 
but that amount might be offset by a higher CD rate. 
 

     The November program was a tour of Steve 
Baker’s two Victorians, with only two no-shows out of 
45 who RSVP’d. There will be a holiday gathering at 
231 N. Myrtle on Sunday, December 18, at 5:30 pm. 
On March 18 of next year, there will be a presenta-
tion on low water yard landscaping by Kip Gomez. 
 

     Tour tickets for the May 7, 2023 tour will be sold 
at Charlie’s in downtown Monrovia,  through Event-
brite, and on the MOHPG website, in addition to be-
ing sold on the day of the tour. Ticket purchasers will 
pay the fee if tickets are ordered through Eventbrite. 
So far three homes are committed to the tour. 
 

     The Steve Baker app continues to be updated 
with historical information. Hal leavens has suggest-
ed that we have a special event at the Zuks in the 
spring to raise money for a special project, as yet to 

be determined. MOHPG had a booth at Library Park 
for the tree lighting ceremony on  November 17. We 
gave out free coffee and hot apple cider but ran out 
of both items in two hours. Next year we will be sure 
to have a greater amount on hand. 
 

     A walking tour of downtown Monrovia was held on 
Saturday, December 3, with two people attending. 
MOHPG had an entry in the holiday parade down 
Myrtle Avenue on December 1 (see page 1). Michael 
and Janene Khanchalian drove their 1914 Model T 
with Jim Constantian in the back seat holding a larg-
er-than-life photo of Steve Baker. MOHPG member 
and city mayor Becky Shevlin will be pushing the 
idea that potential historic districts would get more 
city assistance if the residents wanted to pursue his-
toric district status for their neighborhood. As it 
stands, the process is very cumbersome and time-
consuming (Just ask the committee who worked to 
get North Encinitas as a historic district back in 
2017). Hal leavens is working to get the eight busi-
ness card ads for the MOHPG newsletter for 2023. 
Tone business card ad for 11 issues costs $110, and 
the money is used to offset the cost of mailing ap-
proximately 60 newsletters each month. So far, five 
of the ads are spoken for. 
 

     Inquiries that came into the MOHPG website 
since the last meeting: someone wanting to know 
where to donate carriage doors/vintage doors (Since 
MOHPG no longer operates a salvage shed, they 
were referred to the Old Riverside Foundation), 
someone was looking for a picture of the Mayflower 
Market that used to be on Peck Road, the grandson 
of John Thompson wanted to know if his grandfather 
built any of the homes in the Wild Rose Historic Dis-
trict (yes—2), someone wanted to get in touch with 
Jimi Hendrix to thank him for some pictures. 
 

     The next board meeting dates are January 8 and 
February 5. Members are always welcome to attend. 
Meetings begin at 10 am and typically last 1½ to 2 
hours. 
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(Katie Gundersen and her husband John Watson 
were good friends of Roger and his wife Jeannie, and 
she asked for space to acknowledge his passing.) 
 
     The world has lost a wonderful 'character' who 
brought energy, friendship, and a little craziness to 
our wonderful world.  On October 26, 2022, Roger 
Martinsen left our world after many years of slow de-
cline with dementia.  Roger owned Idlewild, the 1887 
Victorian on Mayflower, when he and Jeannie 
met.  She fell in love with him, but not his 
house.  However, the house came with Roger, and 
Jeannie became the one to refurbish the absolutely 
beautiful wood detail between the parlors, and the 
fabulous staircase and banister.  Roger presided 
over his home, and was easily known as the lord and 
master of Idlewild. Roger was the voice of MHS 
sports and loved to be in the announcer's booth.  He 
could be found playing tennis locally.  And if there 
was music, Roger was dancing - his famous little jig - 
while wearing a bucket hat and a great big grin. 
     Roger and Jeannie built a new home in Lake of 

the Pines (northern California), and lived there for 
many years before moving back south, first to Indio, 
and finally to Oceanside.  We maintained contact 
with them, visiting whenever we were in their ar-
ea.  Even in his last few years, Roger still had that 
glint in his eye, and a smile for everyone. 
     We remember you fondly. 

 
     The meeting for November was delayed one 
week due to Thanksgiving. Six of the seven commis-
sioners were present. Minutes from the previous 
meeting were approved. 
     There were only two items on the agenda, neither 
of which generated very much discussion so the 
meeting went quickly. 
 
Determination of Historic Significance for the 
home located at 224 S. Mayflower Avenue. The 
house is a modest, one story bungalow built in the 
1920s. The applicant requested to be exempt from 
submitting the demolition review application, and 
staff evaluated the property and determined that the 
house did indeed lack any historic significance. Most 
of the original details are no longer present, and the 
house would not be eligible for local landmark listing 
or as a contributor to a potential historic district. 
Therefore, staff recommended giving the property a 

status code of 6Z (That designation would allow for 
the house to be demolished).  
Approved 6-0. 
 
Determination of Historic Significance for the 
property located at 872 W. Walnut Avenue. This 
owner also requested to be exempt from the demoli-
tion review requirements due to the homes’ per-
ceived obvious lack of historic significance. There 
are two units on the property - the primary dwelling 
was constructed in 1927 and the secondary structure 
in 1955. The buildings are vernacular in design with 
simple details, and the primary dwelling has under-
gone extensive alteration since its original construc-
tion. The buildings appear ineligible for designation 
at the local, state, or federal levels. Therefore, staff 
recommended giving the property a status code of 
6Z which would allow its demolition. 
Approved 6-0. 
Decisions of the HPC can be appealed if done so 
within ten days. A fee is required. 
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January 
  1  Sun  New Year’s Day 
  7  Sat  Historic Walking Tour, 10 am. Meet at the SE corner of 
      Palm and Myrtle Avenues. Lasts 2 hours. Cost $5 pp. 
  8  Sun  MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am 
  16  Mon  Martin Luther King Jr Holiday 
 
February 
  4  Sat  Historic Walking Tour, 10 am. Meet at the SE corner of 
      Palm and Myrtle Avenues. Lasts 2 hours. Cost $5 pp. 
  5  Sun  MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am 
  14  Tues  Valentine’s Day 
  20  Mon  Presidents’ Day 
 
March 
  2  Thurs  Read Across Monrovia 
  12  Sun  Daylight Savings Time starts; set clocks ahead one hour 
  18  Sat  MOHPG program on landscaping your yard to promote 
      Water conservation. 
 
 


