
      

      
     If you have attended any of the historic home 
tours sponsored by MOHPG since 2008, then you 
most likely have listened to the sounds of vintage 
record recordings by MOHPG’s own music man, Jim 
Constantian. While you may have met and talked 
with him while visiting one of the tour houses, you 
may not know much about how his interest in vintage 
recordings has grown to a lifelong obsession or how 
he came to be interested in the first place. That is the 
story we will share with you. 
     Jim was born shortly after World War II in Pasa-
dena and credits his early love of music to a  collec-
tion of records he father owned, most of which were 
bought on credit (78 rpm records at that time were 
sold for 50¢). He had 
“discovered” his dad’s 
collection when he was 
8 years old (Most of the 
records were of the “big 
band” sound popular at 
the time) and was able 
to listen to the records 
on his parent’s floor 
model Victrola that had 
been made around 
1911. He still has some 
of his dad’s records in 
his own collection. 
     Jim traces the start 
of his own passion for 
collecting to 1955 which 
is when he began lis-
tening to records in ear-
nest (For the record, 
when you are in a dis-
cussion with Jim, you  

 
discover very quickly that he has very precise memo-
ries of the events in his life). In May 1961 he actually 
began his own record collection. Some of them were 
purchased at Margie’s Antiques on Lake Avenue in 
Pasadena. That is where he bought a used Victrola 
for $25. By 1963 he was buying records in larger 
numbers. In the ensuing years he has bought some 
of the records in his collection, but many of them 
were given to him since no one else seemed to want 
them. Over time the word has gotten out, and Jim is 
often contacted by acquaintances or strangers when 
someone has records they don’t want. 
     At this point you may be wondering just how large 
his record collection actually is. Jim estimates that he 
currently has around 10,000 records and round cylin-
ders that he has accumulated over the years, alt-

hough he has gotten rid 
of many more. To play 
them he has around 90 
record players, although 
less than a dozen of 
them have an outside 
horn. (The photo at the 
left shows a phonograph 
with an outside horn.) 
     In addition Jim also 
has a player piano with 
about 1500 rolls of music 
that can be played on it. 
     His favorite record 
player? Jim mentions 
that he has a particular 
fondness for an Amber-
ola VI which was made in 
1913 and is very rare. 
The cabinet has a horn 
inside and it plays  
       (con’t on page 3) 
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This photo of Jim Constantian and his “music box” was taken 
at the 2013 historic homes tour. 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     Unlike the start of most new years, we begin 2021 
with a lot of questions and very few answers. When 
will we as an organization and we as individuals be 
able to resume some semblance of normal with the 
coronavirus still dominating almost all areas of our dai-
ly lives? When can we once again gather in person to 
share those things that we have in common, like a love 
for preservation? Will Zoom ever go away? 
     While the board has decided to move forward with 
offering a virtual home tour instead of the traditional in-
person one (see page 7 for more on that), it is likely 
that our monthly meetings won’t resume until early 
summer at the earliest. Our bills continue to come due, 
and financially we are in good shape, thanks to a num-
ber of recent cost-saving measures we have imple-
mented. Our newsletter started using ads three years 
ago to offset costs of printing/mailing, and now that 
printing cost is down to near zero (Before we went dig-
ital, our yearly costs associated with producing a 
monthly newsletter averaged around $3300). Instead 

of using a CPA to file our taxes (which runs several 
hundred dollars per year), we now file electronically 
with the state and federal government for free as our 
total income does not exceed the threshold for a non-
profit. And placing ads in the tour brochure starting 
over ten years ago enabled us to produce a high quali-
ty product at no cost, helping to offset the drop in tour 
attendance and the resultant drop in profit. 
     We will survive as will the other institutions that 
work on behalf of preservation in their communities. 
We have no other choice. Sometimes it takes just a 
single, caring individual to make the difference in 
whether or not a historical structure survives to be en-
joyed by future generations. Our mission will never 
end, and, given the community’s appreciation for the 
timeless character of our town, that is indeed a good 
thing. 
     So hang in there fellow Monrovians and preserva-
tionists! As with most other events in our lives, this too 
shall pass. And when it does we will be ready and will-
ing to resume our normal functioning. 
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                        (con’t from page 1) 
 
4-minute cylinders. Jim figures that he has around 
1,000 cylinders, some of them playing music 2-
minutes long (wax) and some 4-minutes long 
(celluloid). As for his favorite record to listen to, that 
is a bit harder, although he has a particular fondness 
for listening to a 1924 recording of “Something Tells 
Me That One is You” which takes him back in time 
when he plays it. 
     At this point Jim is not actively collecting anymore 
(He scarcely has room is his house and garage for 
the players and records he already has!) but every so 
often he is still contacted by someone wanting to get 
rid of a bunch of records. 
     Jim’s passion for music is readily apparent when 
he begins talking about his lifelong pursuit of collect-
ing, as many past tour goers can attest. In addition to 
playing music at MOHPG home tours, Jim has taken 
his  playing on the road, providing music for home 
tours in Whittier and Riverside. 
     Given the positive response he has received in 
the past from those attending our home tours, we 
can only hope that Jim will continue to provide future 
attendees with his special music interludes. 

Jim is holding a 1924 recording of “Rhapsody in Blue” 
which was recorded acoustically. He also has a copy of 
the same song recorded three years later as an ortho-
phonic recording. 

One of Jim’s favorite orthophonic record players is this 
1926 Victrola floor model. 

Space is at a premium as Jim’s collection of record players 
and recordings is quite extensive. Shown in the photo are 
a number of wax cylinders which are very delicate and 
easily broken, which is why they are kept in their card-
board containers. His wide-ranging collection enables him 
to play records at tour houses that were recorded the year 
the house was built. 
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     The Historic Preservation Commission held a 
special virtual meeting on Tuesday evening, Novem-
ber 10, 2020, to consider two homes up for a land-
mark designation. Five of the seven commissioners 
were in attendance. 
Request for Historic Landmark Designation and 
Mills Act Contract for 353 Patterson Drive. The 
home is a 1927 English Tudor Revival with 
“storybook” elements. The house has retained its 
original size and massing, original front door and 
windows, gothic arched vents at the gable peaks, 
and the sand coat stucco finish. It meets Criteria #4 
which says, “It embodies one or more distinctive 
characteristics of style, type, period, design, materi-
als, detail, or craftsmanship.” The house just had 
$60,000 worth of work done to the house (It was one 
of several homes featured on the DIY TV show, Re-
stored) but several other conditions are added as 

conditions of the Mills Act contract. Staff recom-
mended that the home be accorded landmark status 
(HL #156) with a Mills Act contract. Approved 5-0. 
Request for Historic Landmark Designation and 
Mills Act Contract for 363 Patterson Drive. The 
home is a 1928 English Tudor Revival and sits next 
door to the other home just approved for a landmark 
designation. The house style was popular in the Los 
Angeles area when it was built. It exemplifies the 
style with its asymmetrical façade and irregular 
massing, steeply pitched multi-gable roof, prominent 
front-facing gables, and tall, narrow windows. It re-
tains most of its character-defining features, includ-
ing an eyebrow dormer between the two street-facing 
gables. The house meets Criteria #4 (see above). As 
part of the Mills Act contract, items of work to be 
completed by year 10 of the contract include replac-
ing the roof on the house and garage and repairing 
the concrete driveway and walkways. Staff recom-
mended the home be accorded landmark status (HL 
#157) with a Mills Act contract. Approved 5-0. 

by Sandy Burud 
 

     The Monrovia Historical Society is excited to 
share a project we’ve been quietly working on for 
months. It’s called “Monrovia Stories,” and it’s a se-
ries of 83 videos on Monrovia history featuring Histor-
ical Society President and City Historian Steve 
Baker. There are videos about the great bank rob-
bery of 1908, a murder, an explosion, the fire that 
destroyed the Grand Vista Hotel, early architecture, 
churches, schools, movie theaters, film studios, and 
dozens more topics. 
     You can see some of them at the Monrovia Sto-
ries page on our website: monroviahistoricalsocie-
ty.org/legacy-project. 
     The full set is on the Monrovia Historical Society’s 
YouTube channel: 
youtube.com/channel/
UCL8mHAK2qmtPV4EuVRhsYmw 

     We unveiled the videos at our virtual annual meet-
ing on December 6th and introduced new board mem-
bers Robert DiDio, Brad Haugaard, Jan Pack, and 
Katie Watson. In addition, we heard members’ ideas 

on the direction the Historical Society should take in 
the months and years ahead. In recapping the past 
year, we’re thrilled to have completely re-roofed the 
Anderson House (MOHPG made a significant contri-
bution to that effort). It’s beautiful and if you haven’t 
seen it yet, be sure to drive by and take a look. 
     All in all, despite Covid-19’s disruption of our lives, 
the Monrovia Historical Society has had a busy and 
productive year. We’re continuing to work hard to put 
the Anderson House in proper condition, and of 
course we are always adding historic photos to our 
online Legacy Project at the Monrovia Library. So if 
you are concerned about our town and its heritage, 
please consider becoming a member so we can 
move forward together even more strongly to pre-
serve Monrovia’s history! 
     You can join the Monrovia Historical Society at: 
https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org/join. The Histori-
cal Society was formed in 1979 and one of its main 
directives is the care and maintenance of the Ander-
son House Museum (built in 1886) which is located at 
215 E. Lime Avenue, just around the corner from City 
Hall. 

monroviahistoricalsociety.org/legacy-project
monroviahistoricalsociety.org/legacy-project
http://youtube.com/channel/UCL8mHAK2qmtPV4EuVRhsYmw
http://youtube.com/channel/UCL8mHAK2qmtPV4EuVRhsYmw
http://cityofmonrovia.pastperfectonline.com/
https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org/join
https://youtube.com/channel/UCL8mHAK2qmtPV4EuVRhsYmw
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     The coronavirus pandemic, which around the be-
ginning of September showed signs of slowing, has 
in the last two months reached levels of transmission 
that are unlike the surge that was seen over the sum 

mer months. Monrovia’s case count has mirrored 
conditions across the rest of the country with rates of 
new cases setting records virtually every day. 
     The bright spot, of course, is the promise of a vac-
cine developed to help slow the spread of COVID-19 
and allow life to resume some sense of normalcy. On 
December 11, the FDA gave emergency authoriza-

tion for the vaccine that was developed by Pfizer and 
BioNTech. Although immunizations can begin imme-
diately, it is not expected that there will be enough 
doses available to start immunizing the general pub-
lic until early spring of 2021.  
     What this means for the millions tired of wearing 
masks and staying at home, it will still be some time 
before the spread of the virus can be reduced to a 
manageable level. So until such time as about 70% 
of the population has been vaccinated, masks and 
social distancing will continue to remain the norm. 
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For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 
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     If you were wondering how preservation has been 
faring during these unprecedented times of quaran-
tining and isolation, then never fear – the preserva-
tion efforts of Monrovians continue to be in evidence. 
Proof? 
     2020 will go down as the year there were the 
highest number of confirmed local landmarks since 
2007. This past year six homes were granted local 
landmark status, the highest number in one year 
since there were nine recognized back in 2007. 
     While there was not a lot to cheer about over the 
course of the past year, it is reassuring to know that 
safeguarding our architectural heritage is a concept 
that continues to resonate with the city’s residents.  

HL #153 - 512 W. Maple Avenue HL #157 - 363 Patterson Drive 

HL #150 - 742 E. Lime Avenue HL #156 - 353 Patterson Drive 

HL #155 - 408 E. Colorado Boulevard 

HL #154 - 234 W. Greystone Avenue 

Storybook English Revival 

American Colonial Revival 

American Colonial Revival 

Craftsman Bungalow 

English Tudor Revival 

English Tudor Revival 
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     Each year since 1983 the primary MOHPG fund-
raiser has been the historic homes tour, held on the 
first Sunday of May. The tradition of thirty-seven con-
secutive years of a MOHPG home tour was broken in 
2020 when the MOHPG Board of Directors voted 
unanimously to cancel the tour due to safety and 
health concerns regarding the coronavirus pandemic. 
     As we enter 2021, the prospect for hosting an in-
person home tour seems as unlikely as it was last 
year. Anticipating that eventuality, the board is mov-
ing forward with conducting its first ever virtual home 
tour.  At this stage many of the details have to be 
worked out, such as when it will  be held, how many 
days will viewers have to watch the videos 
(Claremont Heritage held a virtual tour in October 
and allowed their viewers three days), what will be 
the cost, etc. 
     We have already made inquiries with KGEM, 
Monrovia’s local TV station which produces videos 
about Monrovia events and other items of interest to 
the community. They can provide MOHPG access to 
camera equipment and studio recording capability for 
the video narration, among other things. 
     The February newsletter will provide more infor-
mation about what members can expect for this up-
coming event. While raising funds for our operation is 
important, one of the major objectives for hosting a 
home tour has always been to showcase the wonder-
ful, vintage homes that populate Monrovia’s neigh-
borhoods. 
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Address Correction Requested 

of  MOHPG and Community Events 
  
  
January 
  1  Fri  New Year’s Day 
  10  Sun  MOHPG Board Meeting (virtual) 
  18  Mon  Martin Luther King Jr Day 
  20  Wed  Presidential Inauguration Day 
  
February 
 
  14  Sun  Valentine’s Day 
  15  Mon  Presidents Day 
 


