
      

 
     Bruce Carter, a staunch supporter of preservation 
in Monrovia since his arrival here in 1979 and one of 
the four founders of MOHPG, passed away on Tues-
day, November 26. Even while battling health issues 
over the past few years, Bruce continued with his 
involvement in preservation issues as he was serving 
on the Historic Preser-
vation Commission at 
the time of his death. 
His commitment to pro-
tecting Monrovia’s vin-
tage neighborhoods 
and homes spanned a 
40-year period. 
     Bruce was a college 
teacher by profession, 
having earned his BS, 
MS and PhD degrees 
from the California In-
stitute of Technology, 
and he went on to 
achieve Professor 
Emeritus status at Pas-
adena City College 
where he began teach-
ing in 1971. Bruce was 
a geology teacher, and 
he was especially well-
known on the college 
campus for what were 
affectionately dubbed “Carter’s Death Marches,” the 
rigorous geology field trips he often took his students 
on. 
     Bruce’s interests extended well beyond the field 

of preservation. He served as a member of the Mon- 
rovia School Board for 13 years and was a member 
of the California School Board Association as well. 
He also volunteered on the Natural Resources Study 
Committee which helped establish the 1400+ acre 
Monrovia Hillside Wilderness Preserve passed by 
voters on a ballot initiative in 2000. That initiative has 
precluded further development in the hillsides above 
Monrovia. 
     Steve Baker, the Monrovia City Historian and a 
founding member of MOHPG, had this to say about 

Bruce: 
 "Bruce Carter was a 
true Renaissance man, 
not only for the scope of 
his knowledge, but also 
for what he contributed 
to the re-birth of Monro-
via.  As one of the 
founders of MOHPG, 
Bruce led the charge in 
the local preservation 
movement, a movement 
that helped Monrovia 
regain its status as a 
desirable place to live in 
the San Gabriel Val-
ley.  His legacy lives 
on."    
     Gloria Crudgington, 
who has been an 
MOHPG board member 
for twenty-one years 
and is currently a mem-
ber of the Monrovia City 

Council, made the following announcement concern-
ing Bruce at the December  3 city council meeting: 
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Bruce Carter (right) acted as a front porch docent for the 2016 
Historic Homes Tour. Ironically, this 1916 Craftsman home on 
the SE corner of Foothill Boulevard and Shamrock Avenue was 
Bruce’s first home in Monrovia when he and his family moved 
here in 1979. It was only a year after moving in that he was in-
strumental in the formation of what would soon become the 
Monrovia Old House Preservation Group. 



 

 

Page 2        www.mohpg.org       January 2020 

 

by Jim Wigton 
 

     When my wife Pam and I bought our 1908 Crafts-
man in Monrovia back in 1986, we didn’t move in for 
three months after escrow closed. We were in the pro-
cess of selling our former home (also a Craftsman) in 
Alhambra and wanted to wait until we entered escrow 
with a buyer before emptying the house. 
     One day prior to moving in, we were at our new 
home, doing the small chores necessary to get it ready 
for occupancy, when who should drop by? None other 
than Bruce Carter, our very first visitor. He was calling 
to welcome us to town, but it was only later that I came 
to suspect that he also wanted to check us out to 
make sure we would be good stewards for this fine old 
Craftsman. 
     Looking back on that memory, I have to wonder in 
what other small ways Bruce had an impact on the  
preservation destiny of Monrovia. His 40 years spent 
supporting the movement to safeguard our architectur-
al heritage helped define him, and the impact of his 
contributions will continue to be felt for decades to 
come. 

     You may remember last year around the time of the 
2018 historic homes tour that it appeared that the DIY 
TV program Restored might be filming several epi-
sodes in Monrovia. That never came to pass; however, 
it now seems that there will indeed be filming in Janu-
ary-February 2020, three episodes involving the resto-
ration on three Monrovia vintage homes. 
     Unfortunately, the producers do not want a lot of 
the specifics to be made public before the company 
begins filming. Part of that has to do with building an-
ticipation for the actual screen date on TV. But the se-
lection of three homes has already been made, and 
filming may already be underway by the time you re-
ceive this newsletter. 
     It is always a good thing when Monrovia gets spot-
lighted for its efforts to protect its vintage housing 
stock, and this TV program helps promote the worth of 
appropriate and well-planned restoration projects that 
enhance the beauty and livability of these homes. 
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     The time has come to enlarge your home by do-
ing a sensitive restoration. But wait a minute - the city 
is in the midst of a building and demolition moratori-
um, a two-year long restriction on making changes to 
single-family dwellings while the city ponders what 
changes it should make to current building practices 

and how to further protect the town’s vintage homes. 
How do you decide the best way to proceed under 
these temporary limitations? 
     Such was the dilemma facing Ed and Debra Pin-
son, long-time MOHPG members (they joined in 
1988) who felt it was time to make significant im-
provements to their 1908 Craftsman where they had 
lived since 2001. They turned their challenge over to 
architect Mark Houston who is currently a member of 
the Monrovia Historic Preservation Commission and 
who deals in sensitive alterations to period homes. 
     Mark’s firm, Mark Houston Associates Inc. 
(design / build) completed a major remodel/addition 
to the home in 2017.  The house, originally built in 
1908 as a small, approximately 600 square foot care-
taker's house, had undergone various alterations, 
remodeling and additions over the years prior to 
Mark’s involvement with the project. He worked 
closely with Ed and Debra to design and rebuild most 
of the house, while retaining the Victorian Revival 
and Bungalow elements of the original structure.  
     We hope you can join us for this presentation of 
the difficulty of altering a home under the limitations 
of the moratoriums and learn how those challenges 
were overcome. 

             

WHEN: Saturday, January 25, 2020 
TIME: 11 am 
LOCATION: 442 W. Palm, Monrovia 
 
Historic Preservation Commission member and archi-
tect Mark Houston will guide us through the remodel-
ing of a 1908 Craftsman that took place during the 
recent two-year building/demolition moratorium. 

442 W. Palm Avenue 
Home of Ed & Debra Pinson 

This interior photo shows the media hallway. 
                                            Photo Courtesy of Ed Pinson 
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     At the December 1 board meeting, the MOHPG Board voted 
Kristen Norton as the new membership chair, replacing outgoing 
Helen Falco. Kristen, who is also a staff member at a sister preser-
vation organization, Pasadena Heritage, has prior experience in 
dealing with membership and will make a timely addition to our 
board, allowing Helen to leave earlier than was expected. 
     We are fortunate to have found someone both with the neces-
sary experience and with a willingness to get involved in the local 
preservation community (she lives in Monrovia with her husband 
Rob in a 1925 vintage home). 

 
     The City of Monrovia hosted the annual Holiday 
Parade along Myrtle Avenue, and this year the 
weather cooperated, allowing the parade to take 
place (If you recall, last year’s parade was rained 
out, a mixed blessing as the rain helped end the mul-
ti-year drought that had plagued the region for many 
years. At the same time it put a bit of a damper on 
the community’s spirits during this merry time of the 
year). 
     According to the city, there were 108 entries for 
the parade, making it the largest parade to date for 
this time of year. The large number of participants in 
the parade always helps to draw family members 
and friends to watch, adding to the already festive 
atmosphere. 
     MOHPG’s entry was once again Michael and 
Janene Khanchalian, decked out in vintage finery 
and driving their 1914 Model T Ford. Michael and 
Janene look forward to representing MOHPG at this 
event every year, and their entry is most fitting. 

(Right) Michael and Janene Khanchalian pose with a 
friend alongside their vintage automobile, just prior to the 
start of the parade.                          Photo by Martha Rund 
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     The MOHPG Board met for the last time in 2019 
on Sunday, December 1. Ten of the twelve board 
members were present. 
     The first order of business, taking things slightly 
out of order, was to introduce and meet MOHPG 
member Kristen Norton who was applying the open 
membership chair position. Board members had an 
opportunity to ask questions and then a vote was tak-
en in her absence. She was unanimously approved 
to become the new membership chair. 
     The minutes for the November meeting were ap-
proved as submitted with only a couple of minor cor-
rections. 
 

     Helen Falco reported that current membership 
stands at 214 and that about one third of renewals 
have been received (63 still need to renew). MOHPG 
has received three new members in the last month: 
Emma Humphrey, Lori lamb, and Robert Phillips. 
 

     Alan Morse passed around copies of the Balance 
Sheet statement and the Profit/Loss statement. The 
third of three CDs was opened since the last meeting 
and the interest rate will be 1.75% until August of 
2020 when it will climb to 2.0%. 
 

     Lee Schamadan detailed several upcoming 
monthly programs. MOHPG will celebrate the holi-
days at Monrovia’s oldest home, the 1884 Queen 
Anne Victorian located at 225 Monroe Place, on Sat-
urday, December 21, starting at 5:30 pm. The Janu-
ary program will be held at the home of Ed & Debra 
Pinson and will feature architect and Historic Preser-
vation Commission member Mark Houston. He will 
discuss the process for remodeling and enlarging the 
Pinson home during the recent building/demolition 
moratoriums. The annual summer potluck meeting 
will be next July 25 in the Community Room of the 
library. Also in that same room we will be hosting the 
4th annual Earthquake Workshop with the Monrovia 
Fire Department on Saturday, September 12. 
 

     Although preparations for the 2020 home tour 
have not yet begun, Janie Gallandat led a discussion 
of possible homes for that tour. The effort to secure 
the 5-6 homes for the tour will begin in earnest in 
January. 
 

     The walking tour that was held on November 9 
had 5 people who attended. Next year is MOHPG’s 
40th anniversary so the board will be looking at an 

appropriate way to mark that anniversary. The Mon-
rovia Historical Society has begun raising monies to 
replace the roof on the Anderson House. Fo far they 
have received $320 through a GoFundMe account 
and $1500 through PayPal. Some checks have been 
received but of an unknown amount (after the meet-
ing ended it turned out that $875 had been received 
by checks). The board then discussed various ways 
in which MOHPG could make a contribution to this 
effort. It was then voted that we would provide up to 
$5000 in matching funds (i.e., MOHPG will match 
any funds donated up to and including $5000). The 
board was informed of the recent passing of MOHPG 
co-founder Bruce Carter who died on Tuesday, No-
vember 26. The board was shown a proof of the 
MOHPG page that will appear in the winter edition of 
Monrovia Today. (Note: The city allows MOHPG a 
full page in each of the four yearly editions of the 
magazine.) The Holiday Parade in Monrovia will be 
held on Thursday, December 5, at 7 pm. Micahel and 
Janene Khanchalian will once again be our entry as 
they will be driving their 1914 Model T Ford in the 
parade. MOHPG received a request from the owner 
of 1 Hidden Valley Road for the $90 MOHPG pro-
vides to help pay for the landmark plaque. However, 
the owner was notified that a copy of the receipt 
stamped PAID is necessary. The board approved 
payment of the $90 subject to receiving proof of pay-
ment. 
 

     Three inquiries were received through the 
MOHPG website: 1) someone was looking for a re-
pairman for an old gravity furnace; 2) a question 
about how to go about getting insurance certification 
for a foundation that has already been retrofitted 
(bolted); and 3) a homeowner had a question about 
finding someone to repair a foundation/floor issue. 
 

     The next board meetings will be held on Sunday, 
January 5, and Sunday, February 2. All MOHPG 
members are welcome to attend any board meeting. 
They begin at 10 am and usually last approximately 
two hours. 
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     The board of the Monrovia Historical Society, 
caretakers of the Anderson House Museum (215 E. 
Lime Avenue, recently named city landmark #149), 
have begun raising funds to replace the dilapidated 
and badly leaking roof. Because MHS is a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization, donations to the Society are 
tax-deductible. 
     There are three ways such donations can be 
made: 
1) Mail a check to: 
      Monrovia Historical Society 
      P.O. Box 1898 
      Monrovia, CA   91017 
2) A GoFundMe account has been set up to take  
      Donations. Go to:  
      https://www.gofundme.com/f/historic-anderson-      
house-needs-a-roof  to donate. 
3) Donations can be made through the Historical  
     Society’s website:  
     https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org/anderson-
house and see “Donate to a New Roof.” 

     Because MOHPG considers the Anderson House 
a community treasure and wants to see its continued 
existence as a house museum, the MOHPG Board of 
Directors voted to donate up to $5,000 in match-
ing funds to encourage others to support this 
worthy cause. This way even a small donation has 
twice the impact and can move the Society closer to 
accomplishing its goal. 

 
     MOHPG celebrated its first holiday gathering 
since 2010 in the C.O. Monroe house, the oldest 
home in Monrovia. Built in 1884 this Queen Anne 
Victorian provided the perfect setting as the owners, 

Larry and DeEtte Albinski (below), had it appropriate-
ly decorated for the evening. 
     Music was provided by former Citrus College  stu-
dent Jaime Polato 
who sang both 
songs for the sea-
son and many old 
favorites. It didn’t 
take long for mem-
bers of the audi-
ence to join in and 
everyone seemed 
to have a good 
time. 
     An ample sup-
ply of appetizers 
and desserts left 
the forty or so people who attended supplied with lots 
to eat as people relaxed and enjoyed conversing with 
their fellow preservationists. A special thanks to Larry 
and DeEtte for sharing their home with us. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/historic-anderson-house-needs-a-roof
https://www.gofundme.com/f/historic-anderson-house-needs-a-roof
https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org/anderson-house
https://monroviahistoricalsociety.org/anderson-house


Page 7         www.mohpg.org                    January 2020 

  
    The annual ritual of encouraging MOHPG mem-
bers to renew their commitment to preservation is 
currently underway. Members who need to renew for 
2020 were sent a letter back in October with all the 
pertinent information and an application form. If you 
received a letter at that time and have not yet re-
newed, we encourage you to do so in order that your 
membership not lapse. 
     The strength of our organization and hence its 
clout when it comes to preservation matters is largely 

dependent on having a large and well-informed base 
of supporters. 
     We especially encourage you to consider renew-
ing on the 5-year plan in which you get one free year 
while eliminating the necessity to repeat this process 
every year. 
     Another option is to renew at a higher level of sup-
port, either at the Heritage Circle level ($250 per 
year) or at the Supporter level ($100 per year). 
Those doing so at either of these levels of support 
receive their name highlighted in each newsletter 
(see the box at the right) or are mentioned on the 
home page of the MOHPG newsletter. 

Any way you choose - WE NEED YOU!!

   

Hal Leavens 
Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 

Jim Wigton 

 

Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley 
Rich Andrews 

Oliver & Bobbie Chi 
 

 
For information on how YOU can become a member 
at the Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the 
MOHPG website www.mohpg.org and look under 
Membership. 
Those who join at these levels are recognized each 
month in the newsletter and on the MOHPG website. 

                              
                           (con’t from page 1) 
 
     "Bruce was a founding member of what was the 
Monrovia Old House Group and later became the 
Monrovia Historic Preservation Group that was found-
ed 40 years ago this year. He recently brought his 
gravitas to the Historic Preservation Commission 
where he served admirably in a time when the Com-
mission needed to make some adjustments to new 
neighborhood compatibility ordinances and demoli-
tion ordinances for old homes. He was a wonderful 
gentleman. He will be sorely missed by his friends, 
family, and the entire preservation community."  
     A Celebration of Life observance will be held on 
Sunday, January 5, 2020, from 12 noon until 4 pm. 
The location had not been determined at press time, 
but that information will be emailed to those who have 
RSVP’d their intention to attend. 
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MOHPG 
P.O. Box 734 
Monrovia, CA   91017 
 
www.mohpg.org 
 
Address Correction Requested 

 
January 
 1  Wed  New Year’s Day - Welcome to 2020! 
 5  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 5  Sun  Celebration of Life for Bruce Carter, 12 - 4 pm 
 20  Mon  Martin Luther King Day Holiday 
 25  Sat  MOHPG program at home of Ed & Debra Pinson, 11 am 
     See page 3 for details. 
 29  Wed  Historic Preservation Commission Meeting, 7:30 pm, City Hall 
 
February 
 14  Fri  Valentine’s Day 
 17  Mon  Presidents’ Day 
 
March 
 5  Tues  Monrovia City Council & State Elections 
 17  Tues  St. Patrick’s Day 


