
 
     “The importance of Ernest Batchelder as an Arts 
and Crafts tilemaker cannot be overstated.” Forward 
by Joseph A Taylor in the book, Batchelder: Tilemak-
er by Dr. Robert Winter. 
 
     For lovers of vintage homes, there is possibly no 
finer architectural element to grace the interior of a 
circa 1910-1940 home than a Batchelder fireplace.  
Whether the home is a Craftsman Bungalow, a 
Spanish Colonial Revival, or a blend of styles, a fire-
place made from Batchelder tiles elevates the desira-
bility of a home to the point where realtors often cite 
the presence of one as one of the main selling fea-
tures. 
     Ernest A. Batchelder was born circa 1875-1876 
and was a major contributor to the American Arts 
and Crafts movement in the early 1900s. He moved 
to Southern California in 1901 from New England 
and constructed a home in The Arroyo Seco area of 
Pasadena in 1909. It was here that he built his first 
kiln where he began producing tiles in 1910. It is not 
clear what inspired him to become interested in ce-
ramics, although his fascination with this art form 
may have resulted from what he observed during his 
travels in Europe. 
     By 1912 he had moved his operation to a site on 
Arroyo Parkway and then in 1920 to an area near 
downtown Los Angeles where by 1925 his tile-
making production included eleven kilns on seven 
acres. The tiles he produced were distinguished by 
muted colors and a soft matte finish. 
     Most of his early commissions were for fireplaces, 
fountains, front halls and billiard rooms. His earliest 
major commission was for the Dutch Chocolate 
Shoppe on West 6th Street in downtown Los Angeles 
in 1914. The facility is a city landmark and is consid-

ered by many experts to be Batchelder’s most im-
portant commission. The walls, ceiling, and pillars   
                            (con’t on page 4) 
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The above example of a Batchelder fireplace in a Monro-
via home illustrates just how ornate and decorative fire-
place designs can be. This one can be found in a land-
marked Spanish Colonial Revival home. 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     You may not be counting, but 2019 marks the 39th 
year of MOHPG’s existence! It’s been a productive 
existence, to be sure, and we continue to make gains 
towards protecting our architectural heritage. And, I 
might add, having a bit of fun along the way! 
     2019 will bring new challenges and accomplish-
ments as does every new year. The Historic Homes 
Tour, set for May 5, looks to be an exceptional one as 
we will be featuring only those homes (“first houses”) 
that were built before the end of 1887. I hope that 
many of you will be able to help make our 37th tour a 
most memorable one. 
     Perhaps the most exciting thing about a new year is 
not knowing what surprises and triumphs await just 
around the corner. Whatever the events are that will 
highlight the next twelve months, we can look forward 
to continue making this community the best it can be. 
 

     The Board is pleased to announce that Janie Gal-
landat has agreed to take over the board position as 
tour chair for the coming year. Janie has served as a 
docent and house captain for many years and so is 
well positioned to assume her new role. 
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     If you are a fan of the national park system in the 
United States, then you won’t want to miss the Janu-
ary program talk given by MOHPG’s own Lincoln 
Fairchild. Lincoln and his wife Joyce moved to South-
ern California upon retirement in 2009, and one of 
their first steps was to join MOHPG. They have 
served as docents for the historic homes tour and 
have opened their home for two MOHPG gatherings, 
once as hosts of a Christmas party and the other as 
the venue for the pre-tour potluck dinner. 
     Lincoln, after serving four years of active duty in 
the U.S. Navy, enrolled in the University of Massa-
chusetts in Boston.  He graduated three years later 
with a degree in Biology.  He entered graduate 

school at Duke University where he earned a Ph.D. 
in Zoology.  From there, he accepted a position as 
the Director of the Borror Bioacoustics Laboratory at 
the Ohio State University.  Upon leaving Ohio State, 
Lincoln became the Acting Executive Director of a 
small non-profit  organization in Washington, D.C.  

     Two years later, Lincoln was recruited by the na-
tional Park Service and soon became the Chief Infor-
mation Officer for Cultural Resources. He served in 
that capacity until his retirement.  Throughout his 20-
year career he has visited many parks and worked 
with park personnel from all over the country.  Lin-
coln won multiple awards including a medal from the 
White House.  He served on the National Park Ser-
vice Information Management Council, managed 
multiple federal contracts, sat on the Department of 
the Interior Research and Development Committee, 
and briefed OMB analysists on Cultural Resources 
inventorying needs.  
     Lincoln will be giving an approximately 45-minute 
PowerPoint presentation and talk touring some of the 
major National Parks, illustrating the scope of the na-
tional Park system, and presenting little known facts 
about what the National park Service does and what 
it has to deal with. Thrown in will be a little bit of his-
tory and, as Lincoln notes, “lots of pretty slides.” 
     The program will be held at Monrovia’s newest 
landmark, a 1887 Folk Victorian located at 310 E. 
Lemon Avenue. 

         

WHEN: Thursday, January 24, 2019 
TIME:  7:00 pm 
LOCATION: 310 E. Lemon Ave, HL #146, a 1887 
Folk Victorian 
     Members will see a slideshow on the National 
Park system, presented by MOHPG member Lincoln 
Fairchild. Lincoln worked for the park service for 20 
years and has lots of memories and experiences to 
share. 

Among the types of pictures you can expect to see in the 
slideshow is this view of Acadia National Park in Maine. 
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                          (con’t from page 1) 
are covered with custom tiles and include 21 murals, 
the larger ones measuring six foot by five foot and 
are made up of 4-inch tiles. The space is currently 
not open to the public. 
     Batchelder’s tile business, like so many other 
businesses, failed in 1932 due to the Depression. He 
was unemployed from 1932-1936 and afterwards re-
started a smaller operation in east Pasadena. He 
eventually sold the business in 1949, after the death 
of his wife Alice. Batchelder died in 1957. 

     Monrovia is blessed with an abundance of 
Batchelder fireplaces in its vintage homes. Examples 
of the wide variety of design present in these homes 
can be appreciated by visiting the MOHPG website 
at www.mohpg.org and looking under Slideshows. 
The fireplaces of 24 different homes are featured 
here. 
     One added note: When the Monrovia station of 
the Metro Gold Line began passenger service on 
March 5, 2016, the pillars on the station platform fea-
tured handmade Batchelder tile reproductions. The 
designs for these tiles were taken from actual Monro-
via fireplaces and were made by Pasadena artist and 
tilemaker Cha-Rie Tang. 

 
Some of the information for this article was drawn 
from the excellent and definitive Batchelder tile histo-
ry, Batchelder:Tilemaker by Dr. Robert Winter, 1999. 
Dr. Winter has lived in the Batchelder House in Pasa-
dena since 1972. It was in this home that Ernest 
Batchelder started his Pasadena tile-making opera-
tion back in 1910. 

Batchelder fireplaces most often showcase a larger and 
decorative tile in the center of the fireplace tile field. This 
fireplace can be found in a landmarked 1926 English Cot-
tage. 

Artist and tilemaker Cha-Rie Tang of Pasadena shows off 
one of the tiles designs she created for the Monrovia Gold 
Line platform in June, 2015. She took rubbings from the 
fireplace tiles of several MOHPG members to re-create au-
thentic tiles for the station. Cha-Rie has also created repro-
duction tiles for application in the homes of several MOHPG 
members. 

While fireplace tiles were by far the most common product 
of Batchelder’s tile making operation, he also produced 
tiles for other applications. The above example is a water 
fountain that sits on the back porch of a 1909 landmarked 
Craftsman home in Monrovia. The home also boasts two 
Batchelder fireplaces. 

http://www.mohpg.org
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     The MOHPG Board of Directors met for a regular-
ly scheduled meeting on Sunday, December 2, at 10 
am. Seven of the ten board members were present. 
(Note: Charlie and Ami Perry resigned the day before 
the meeting due to family obligations. The board now 
consists of nine members with three board open-
ings). The minutes from the October meeting were 
approved as modified (There was no board meeting 
in November). 
 

     Current membership stands at 235 households. 
Of those 73 still need to renew their membership for 
2019. The board discussed a wallet card and a re-
vised logo, with final determination to be made in 
January. 
 

     There was no report for the month as MOHPG 
recently renewed its license for QuickBooks through 
Tech Soup, and Kitty Morse will be transferring the 
data to the new license program. The cost of the one
-year online license was $50. 
 

     The November 3 meeting on the legacy Project 
was held at 317 Heather Heights Court. Sixteen peo-
ple were in attendance. Due to the holidays there will 
not be a program for December. In January MOHPG 
member Lincoln Fairchild will speak on the National 

Parks where he worked for twenty years. A location 
is still needed for the annual February potluck dinner. 
 

     The 1887 home at 232 N. Alta Vista has been 
confirmed for the 2019 home tour. Several other 
homeowners have indicated a willingness to be on 
the tour, and those have yet to be confirmed. The 
board voted to donate two 2019 tour tickets and a 
Houses by Hand book to the Monrovia garden Club 
for an upcoming fundraiser. 
 

     A total of 44 consent forms were received (out of 
a possible 67) to have a “First Houses” plaque 
placed on the houses. Attempts to contact all the 
homeowners took over three months and not all 
homeowners responded. The plaques were ordered 
at the end of October and have been received. Sev-
eral plaques have already been installed. Homeown-
ers are requested to donate $60 to help cover the 
cost of the plaques (average cost each is about 
$155). So far six checks for $60 each have been re-
ceived. 
 

     A walking tour od downtown Monrovia was held 
yesterday with one person attending. The MOHPG 
domain name has been re-registered for four years 
at a cost of $148. The board is looking to having a 
reprint of the Visitor’s Guide done around February of 
next year. Jim Wigton met with Carey Vance and Re-
becca Elder of the Monrovia Library on November 26 
regarding MOHPG’s support of the library. 
 

     A number of inquiries were received through the 
website including how to clean a Batchelder fireplace 
and someone looking for a photo of a sign that used 
to hand over Foothill Boulevard. 
 

     The meeting lasted about 1 1/2 hours and was 
adjourned. The next meeting dates for the board are 
January 6 and February 3. Members are invited to 
attend any board meeting. 

 

 
Darrell Brooke 

Frank & Tammy Guarino 
Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 

 

Vicky Hansen 
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For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 
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     The Historic Preservation Commission met for the 
first time in two months on Wednesday evening, No-
vember 28. Six of the seven commissioners were 
present. There were only two items on the agenda. 
Certificate of Appropriateness for 248 Highland 
Place, HL #70. The owners requested permission to 
replace an existing kitchen bay window with one 
more appropriate to the architectural style of this 
1931 English Tudor Revival. The commissioners 
were in agreement that the design of the proposed 
replacement window is consistent with the architec-
tural period of the house. Approved 6-0. 

Special Review for an addition to 248 E. Palm Av-
enue. While this 1908 single-story Folk Victorian cot-
tage is not landmarked, the owners were requesting 
an advisory review of a proposed 364 square foot 
addition to replace an illegal and incomplete addition 
from 2010. The owners  sought feedback from the 
Commission so that the integrity of the structure 
would be maintained and not prevent it from possibly 
qualifying for city landmark status in the future. The 
commissioners made their comments but no action 
was taken as they were only advising. 
It was announced that there would not be a HPC 
meeting in December. 

  
    When the new library was opened in 2009, it fea-
tured the restored 1940 post office mural, “The Four 
Bears.” While patrons of the library can enjoy this 
artwork in a public setting, most are not aware of the 

“missing” mural of the mother bear. It was originally 
painted over the interior of the entrance to the old 
post office but has not been seen since the post of-
fice renovation in the early 1960s. Hope remains that 
it will one day turn up safe and sound and can be 
rejoined with its companion mural in the library. 
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     Rain is such an infrequent visitor to the area that 
it was somewhat surprising that the City of Monrovia 
was forced to cancel the December 6 holiday parade 
because of rain. Parade entries were notified earl in 
the day of the need to cancel over safety concerns.  

 
The parade is an annual event that draws hundreds 
of onlookers and almost that many participants in the 
parade itself. 
     The Christmas tree lighting ceremony in Library 
Park also had to be cancelled, but it was re-
scheduled for the following week on December 12.  

 

     By the time you read this newsletter, installation 
of the First Houses plaques should either be com-
pleted or will be near completion. The Monrovia lega-
cy Project identified 67 homes still standing that were 
built before the end of 1887. MOHPG was able to get 

consent from 44 of those homeowners to place a 
brass plaque on the homes, identifying them as “First 
Houses.” Two MOHPG members were among those 
to receive a plaque - Megan & John Ferrell (left) and 
Dana & John Rogers. 
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.January 
 1  Tues  New Year’s Day  
 6  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 20  Sun  “Robert Kennard - Architect and Mentor” will be presented at the Mon-
     rovia Historical Museum at 1 pm. He was the founder of the oldest 
     African-American architecture firm in Los Angeles. 
 21  Mon  Martin Luther King Jr Holiday 
 24  Thurs  MOHPG program on our national parks by Lincoln Fairchild, 7 pm 
     See page 3 of this newsletter for details. 
 
February 
 3  Sun  MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend. 
 14  Thurs  Valentine’s Day 
 18  Mon  Presidents Day 
 
March 
 10  Sun  Day Light Savings - set clocks ahead 1 hour 
 20  Wed  First day of spring 
 
May 
 5  Sun  37th MOHPG Historic Homes Tour 


