To those folks outside the field of preservation,
the idea that someone would undertake the restoration and rehabilitation of a dilapidated vintage home
is just, well, plain crazy. Why pour tens or hundreds
of thousands of dollars and untold numbers of manhours into a project to return a house to its original
splendor? Better to knock it down and build something modern, so the rational goes. It’s probably easier, less time-consuming, and most likely less expensive. Perhaps the expression, Don’t throw good
money after bad, has a familiar ring.
And yet, this is precisely what a lot of otherwise
completely rational people do in towns and cities
across the country. Granted, they may start the project with little understanding of the amount of work
involved, the likelihood that costs will balloon, or the
difficulty in finding craftspeople with the skills required for a restoration. But their intention is for the
most part pure. And the motivation behind these efforts can vary widely – the house was a steal (and
just needs a little work!), the new owners are saving
a piece of history, the house speaks to them, etc.
Regardless of what you think of the people who
undertake rescue missions like this, one thing is undeniable. Thanks to them untold numbers of architectural gems have been saved, enabling us to continue to enjoy their visual and historic interest as well
as the craftsmanship that we find so admirable. Not
cookie-cutter homes, not stucco boxes but homes
that one can appreciate and relish residing in. Not
everyone gets it but for those of us who do, the process of restoring a vintage home goes beyond the
cost and the time spent. It’s a journey we’ve loved
taking and a result we find truly satisfying. Along the
way we accumulate stories of the adventure, made
up of both the good and bad experiences.
Crazy? Yes, but in a good way.

These two views of the same living room, before (top) and
after (below), illustrate the lengths one might have to go in
order to restore a vintage home to its original look. The
wood was stripped and returned to a stained finish, the
walls painted in a period appropriate color, the used brick
which had been applied over the existing firebrick was removed, picture rail molding was re-installed at door top
level, the shabby bookcases which had been installed
flanking the fireplace were removed and replaced with period appropriate bookcases sporting leaded glass doors.
And using period furniture and accessories also helps!
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Starting with this edition, we have increased the
size of the MOHPG monthly newsletter from six to
eight pages. In part this is being done to accommodate the presence of business card ads, designed to
offset the costs of printing the newsletter. Currently,
we send newsletters by mail to roughly 30 MOHPG
members plus another 30 are sent to other preservation organizations in Southern California. Newsletters
are mailed every month except August. A digital version of the newsletter (in color) is available on the
MOHPG website for members not getting a newsletter
by U.S. mail.
In light of decreased attendance at the annual historic homes tour, the MOHPG Board of Directors is reexamining how it spends money and looking for ways
to make up for the lost revenue. Adding space in the
newsletter will also make it possible for more members
to contribute articles of interest to our membership.
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The MOHPG Board of Directors meets the first Sunday of each month except August at 10 a.m. All members are welcome to attend. Contact Jim Wigton or any
board member for meeting location.
MOHPG is a 501(c)(3) non-profit California corporation. Donations and membership dues may be tax deductible; consult your tax adviser.
■ ■ ■
NEWSLETTER
Staff
Jim Wigton
Susie Ling
The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
Share your preservation adventure with those who can
truly appreciate it.
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The longer we have been around, the more sedate
the approach of a new year seems. Or maybe not.
While each year may start out the same (resolutions
made but mostly not adhered to), each one brings with
it new surprises, challenges, and rewards.
For those of us with a preservation bent, we hope
that the surprises are all good ones, like learning that a
treasured building will soon be restored (the Santa Fe
Depot is once again a gem); we hope that the challenges will have happy outcomes (for MOHPG the
challenge of replacing the roof on the Library Park
fountain produced a near-identical substitute); and we
know that the rewards may not always be flashy and
widely known (when MOHPG appealed the possible
demolition of 256 N. Encinitas Ave, little could we foresee that within a few years it would become a contributor to the North Encinitas Historic District).
So with another new year upon, let’s all wish for
surprises, challenges, and rewards galore. These are
the things that give life meaning and motivate us to
pursue the mission of MOHPG.
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With more and more national attention being paid
to homes built after World War II, it is only fitting that
MOHPG do the same. On Saturday, January 20,
MOHPG members will get a special tour and history
of a Mid-Century Modern home located on Hidden
Valley Road. Our speaker for the morning will be
Kari Helman, daughter of Ward and Jean Helman.
Ward was an architect, and it was he who designed
the home we will be visiting. The home has been in The location for the January meeting is a Mid-Century Modthe family since it was constructed. Kari will be shar- ern home located at the beginning of Hidden Valley Road.
ing stories about the history of the home and some of
its more interesting features..
The home was built in 1951 and was expanded in
1965, almost doubling its size to around 3200 square
feet. Ward Helman was also a finish craftsman and
did most of the interior finish work himself.

One of the more interesting features of the home
is that it has radiant floor heating throughout, thus
eliminating the need for ductwork. With the home
being a single story structure, it would have been difficult to place ductwork out of sight.
We hope you will be able to join us for this special
A magazine cover from the 1950s featured the home’s origprogram.
inal owners, the husband of whom was an architect, on the
cover.





WHEN: Saturday, January 20, 2018
TIME: 11 am
WHERE: 1 Hidden Valley Road, Monrovia
Please note that parking is only available on one side
of the street.
Refreshments will be served.
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Janene and Michael Khanchalian, dressed in period finery, once again represented MOHPG in the Monrovia
Holiday Parade, driving their 1914 Model T down Myrtle Avenue on December 7.
Photo by Larry Marotta





Cleve & Gloria Crudgington

Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley
Margaret Garemore
Aztec Hotel - owner Qinhan Chen
The Brooke Law Group, PC
Edie Ramirez
Joan Sullivan

A look at the history of the Santa Fe Depot as its long
awaited restoration nears completion.
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For information on how YOU can become a member at the
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org
and look under Membership.
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The MOHPG Board of Directors is sad to report
that long time board member Sylvia Dohnal passed
away the week after Thanksgiving after receiving a
diagnosis of mesothelioma in mid-2017.
Sylvia had been a member of MOHPG since 1983
and had served on the board of directors as historic
homes tour chair since 2008. She was reluctantly
forced to resign her board position in early November
due to ill health.
Sylvia was an ardent preservationist who was not
even a resident of Monrovia (she lived in nearby Arcadia). Her passion for preservation could be attested to by any board member as she was always bringing articles and preservation news to share at board
meetings. She was also a frequent contributor of articles to the MOHPG newsletter (her last article will appear in next month’s newsletter).

Photo Courtesy of Martha Rund

Membership renewals were sent out this past October, and we still have yet to hear from about 40
households needing to renew their membership in
MOHPG. Our strength as an organization relies on a
large membership, committed to insuring that preservation remains at the forefront of what has been the
defining hallmark of this community.
The Board of Directors hopes that you will see fit to
continue supporting our efforts to preserve the architectural integrity of our neighborhoods and homes and
the historic structures therein. That has been our mission for the past 37 years, one that we expect to continue well into the future.
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It was a small group of MOHPG members (as can
be seen in the photo at the right) that made the trek
to Pasadena on Thursday evening, December 14,
but the program that was presented was no less interesting for lack of a large crowd.
The gathering was held in the Madison House,
home to Pasadena Heritage (PH) since 1996 (PH
was formed in 1977 and had several office locations
before receiving title to the home). This 1893 Victorian with Italianate style characteristics was donated to
Pasadena Heritage, and as a result bears the name
of the donating family, Madison (The house was actually built for the Cambell family). The interior of the
home, however, is more typical of the Queen Anne
style.
The purpose of the evening’s program was to present the history of the house and the restoration work
completed by Pasadena Heritage with the goal of
returning the home to its original condition.
The house still retains its original gas and electric
lighting, although the gas is used very little. The exterior of the home is clad in stucco, an unusual treatment for homes of this period (In fact the home was
featured in a 1910 Ladies Home Journal article for
that very reason). Past projects have included upgrading the electrical system and installing new heating and air conditioning. The house currently serves
as the headquarters for Pasadena Heritage and its
staff. Further restoration projects are planned for the
house and will be undertaken when funds become
available.

At its December 3 meeting, the MOHPG Board
officially welcomed its two newest members, Charlie
and Ami Perry. Ami is taking over the position of tour
chair while Charlie will become a member at large.
The Perrys joined MOHPG just last year and
bring with them a background in marketing and technology. Their addition to the Board should prove to
be a beneficial one moving forward.
There still remains one open board position—that
of a Member-At-Large. For someone wishing to participate in the administrative side of preservation, this
would be an excellent title to hold. There are no specific job duties with the position other than attending
board meetings. Contact any board member if interested.
Page 6

www.mohpg.org

January 2018

At the start of the meeting the board consisted of
nine members, and all nine were present. The
minutes for November were approved.
Membership Chair
Helen Falco reported that the current membership is
224, with 180 of those paid through the end of 2018.
After some discussion the board voted to add a
membership level (Heritage Circle) at the rate of
$250 per year. This will be in effect starting January
2018. Welcome to new members Michael and Diane
Gonzales and Don Schroeder and returning members Bill and Jill Levengood.
Treasurer’s Report
Alan Morse is the news treasurer and he presented
to the board a listing of checks written and deposits
made to the checking account. A complete report will
be made next month as Alan (with the help of his wife
Kitty) are simplifying some of the categories.

sented to the board. A final decision will be made at
a later time. Two ads for the newsletter have been
received so far. Hal Leavens has been the one soliciting ads. The board also decided not to include
board member phone numbers starting in January as
the newsletter will become public at that time.
New Business
The board voted to appoint Ami Perry as the new
tour chair, and her husband Charlie as a member-atlarge. There is still one board position open (member
-at-large). Martha Rund presented some information
on insurance coverage for board members, and a
decision may be made next month after more information is obtained. Since the last board meeting
there have been two walking tours and 4 people attended each one.
Correspondence
Website inquiries were received regarding adding a
walking tour in November, information about a family
that once lived at 701 E. Foothill, the possibility of
landmarking the building on Shamrock that housed
the Market grill restaurant, and two historians desiring to learn more about progress on the Aztec Hotel
restoration.
Adjournment
The next board meetings are January 7 and February
4. Members are welcome to attend

Program Chair
Lee Schamadan said that the December program will
be at Pasadena Heritage’s headquarters, with the
program consisting of the history of the Madison
House which is home to Pasadena heritage. Plans
for the January program are not yet complete. The
February potluck dinner will be held at the home of
Bruce and Kathy Carter.

Early in 2017 the Monrovia Legacy Project completed an effort to identify the Monrovia homes built
before the end of 1887 that are still standing. The
identification of those homes was presented at a
MOHPG meeting held on June 24, 2017, at the Oaks
which is appropriately one of the first houses. The
results were then published in a book entitled, Monrovia’s First Houses.
The MOHPG Board is presently looking into the
possibility of creating a special bronze plaque to be
placed on all of those first houses (67 of them have
been identified). There will be some cost involved,
but it would be another step in recognizing the importance of our architectural heritage.

Tour Report
The search for homes to be on the 2018 home tour
has begun, and so far there is one committed and
one maybe. The pre-tour dinner will be held at Idlewild, the 1887 Queen Anne Victorian on Mayflower.
Old Business
The holiday parade is set for Thursday, December 7,
at 7 pm. Michael and Janene Khanchalian will again
represent MOHPG with their vintage 1914 Model T
car. MOHPG is looking to buy plaques for the 67
“first houses” in Monrovia, and four bids were prePage 7
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January
1
7
15
20
24

National Blood Donor Month
Mon
New Year’s Day
Sun
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 a.m. Members are welcome to attend.
Mon
Martin Luther King holiday
Sat
MOHPG Monthly Program. See page 3 for details.
Wed
Historic Preservation Commission meeting, 7:30 pm

February
4
25

Black History Month
Sun
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 a.m. Members are welcome to attend.
Sun
MOHPG Winter potluck, 5:30 pm, at the home of
Bruce & Kathy Carter, 146 Highland Place. Details can be found in
the February newsletter.

March

May

1
4
11

Thurs
Sun
Sun

Monrovia Reads Across Monrovia—reading in local classrooms
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 a.m. Members are welcome to attend.
Daylight Savings Time begins

6

Sun

36th Annual Historic Homes Tour, 10 am - 4 pm
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