1888, and torn down in 1952 over concerns for earthquake safety. Almost exactly where the current library is located was Monrovia’s own Carnegie Library, which opened in 1908 and was demolished in

by Jim Wigton

For several years now I have been conducting a
walking tour of downtown Monrovia, using it as an
opportunity to talk about Monrovia’s past and present
history as a way of demonstrating how far we have
come as a city. During those tours I encourage attendees to try and imagine what the city of Monrovia
might look like today had we not lost so many beautiful and iconic structures, both houses and public
buildings. When looked at in their entirety, the magnitude of these losses amplifies the impact of the losses more so than if they are looked at individually.
Take Library Park, for example. The first public
building to be erected on the current park site of the Monrovia’s Carnegie Library stood at the site of today’s
park was the Granite Bank, a two-story structure that library. It was built in 1908.
was indeed built of granite blocks (one still remains
at the SW corner of Palm and Myrtle Avenues as a
reminder). The bank was built in 1887, opened in 1957. Add to that the fact that most of the original
buildings in the downtown were built of wood, yet the
Baxter Building at the NE corner of Lemon and Myrtle Avenues remains as the only original wooden
structure. At the present site of the Monrovia City
Hall originally stood the La Vista Grand Hotel, which
was built in 1886 and burned down in 1916. Just
west of that on Lemon Avenue was the office of the
first newspaper, the Monrovia Planet. It, too, was
built in 1886 and had a large false-fronted façade.
The first bank in Monrovia (Granite Bank was the
second) was built in 1887 at the southwest corner of
Myrtle and Orange (now Colorado Blvd) Avenues
and was called appropriately the First National Bank.
While the current building on that spot (which houses
T Phillips Alehouse) looks similar to the original
brickwork design, a closer look reveals a lack of
many of the details present in the former building.
(con’t on page 5)
The Granite Bank was built in 1887, torn down in 1952.
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Filming in Monrovia is nothing new, but the latest
rendition has brought added notoriety and interest to
the corner of Canyon Boulevard and Greystone Avenue. The film “Bird Box”, which is distributed by Netflix
and stars Sandra Bullock, was partially filmed in front
of the 1908 Craftsman at 304 N. Canyon Blvd, a home
that was on our historic homes tour in 2014.
It seems that the latest fad for fans of the movie is
to take a selfie with a blindfold on in front the home
(Blindfolds were worn by the actors in some of the
film’s scenes). As a result of the filming, foot traffic in
the neighborhood has increased dramatically, much to
the dismay of some of the neighbors.
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At the January 6 board meeting, the MOHPG board
voted that starting in 2019 it would grant a one year
membership to anyone who hosts one of the monthly
meetings. Over the years many MOHPG members
and others have volunteered their homes as sites for
our monthly gatherings, and this is a simple way for
the organization to say thank you.
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The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
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MOHPG will be holding its annual winter potluck
on Saturday, February 23, 2019, starting at 5:30 pm.
Our hosts for this event will be John and Penny Zuk,
and the location will be their Craftsman home, located on Hillcrest Blvd. The last time we were guests of
the Zuks was for a monthly program back in January
2013. So we are long overdue for a visit to the home
formerly known as the “Doll House.” (You will have to
attend the potluck to learn more about how that nickname was acquired).
Since this is a potluck dinner, each family is expected to bring a dish to serve 10, according to the
following breakdown of last names:
A-Ha
Dessert
He-Sa
Salad
Se-Z
Main Dish
As usual MOHPG will provide the drinks and paper
service. Potluck dinners have always been an occasion to sample a variety of favorite recipes, so be
sure to bring your favorite to share.
The location for the gathering is a 1905 Craftsman
(Historic Landmark #41) that has been on the historic
homes tour only once before, in 2003. Since that
time the Zuks have undertaken a large addition/
kitchen remodel on the west side of the house, all
done with approval from the Historic Preservation
Commission. You will have an opportunity to view the
result which is sensitive to the age of the home. The
Zuks will also share with everyone the history of the
home and the improvements they have made while
living there.
In addition to dinner we usually have a program
scheduled for the evening. However, as we go to
press, the exact details of the program have yet to be
finalized.
We hope you can join us for another evening to
meet with like-minded preservationists and be
brought up to date on the latest projects and challenges facing MOHPG in 2019.
See you there!

205 E. Hillcrest Blvd.
Historic Landmark #41





WHEN: Saturday, February 23, 2018
TIME: 5:30 pm
LOCATION: 205 E. Hillcrest Blvd, home of John &
Penny Zuk
Celebrate the new year with fellow MOHPG-ers at our
annual winter potluck. This is always a well-attended
event and one that you won’t want to miss.





Darrell Brooke
Frank & Tammy Guarino
Cleve & Gloria Crudgington
Hal Leavens
John & Megan Ferrell

Vicky Hansen
Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley
Rich & Joyce Rickenbrode
Renee Bannoura
Wendy Gruber
Susanne Hayek
Nancy McGrain
For information on how YOU can become a member at the
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org
and look under Membership.
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MOHPG and the Monrovia community at large
lost a well-known and well respected member with
the passing of Charlotte Schamadan on December
21, 2018. Charlotte and her husband Lee joined
MOHPG (then it was known at the Monrovia Old
House Preservation Group) in 1981, the second year
of its existence. She served as president of MOHPG
from 1984 to 1986 and remained on the board until
1990. For over 30 years, Charlotte, along with Kathleen Fresquez, sold tickets on the day of the historic
homes tour.
But her community contributions extended well
beyond her involvement with MOHPG and are almost
too many to enumerate. Charlotte, who was herself
hard of hearing her entire life, championed for services for the hearing impaired and was instrumental
in setting up protocols for first responders in Monrovia in the event of a local disaster. From 1997-1998
she served as the president of Quota International, a
world-wide non-profit service organization that provides basic services to women, children, the deaf,
and those hard of hearing.
Charlotte was a strong advocate for the Monrovia

This picture of Charlotte (right) was a favorite of hers and
hung on the wall of her home for many years. With her is
Kris Mariconda who was very active in the Monrovia Historical Museum along with Charlotte.
Photo Courtesy of Pam Barkas

Library, helping to pass Measure L that authorized a
bond to build a badly needed library, one that was
completed in 2009, under time and under budget.
She was also a key figure in enabling Monrovia to be
designated an All-American city in 1995.
A celebration of life service and mass was held on
Saturday, January 20, at Saint Rita Catholic Church
in Sierra Madre. A large crowd was treated to numerous and humorous anecdotes about Charlotte’s life
and got a clearer understanding of just how much
and why she will be missed.
Part of a poem written by Charlotte and printed in
the service pamphlet gives a clue to this woman’s
outlook on life:
Charlotte (far left) is shown with her husband Lee next to
her in a photo taken October 21, 2017 to celebrate the
25th anniversary of the Monrovia Historical Museum, just
one of the many organizations she was involved with.
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Let me laugh, a lot, Let me hear as much as
possible, because you know very well, Lord, what
I don’t hear, I’ll make up.”
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(con’t from page 1)
Homes have also been victims of redevelopment
or efforts at modernization (take your pick). There are
two losses in particular that I lament. The E.F.
Spence house, located on Prospect Avenue (known
as “Silver Hill”) lasted only 33 years after it was built
in 1887. The Addison Lee house, just east at the corner of Prospect and Grand was said to be finest
house in all of Monrovia when it was built, but it was
torn down in the early 1960s.
While looking at the numerous lost gems that have
vanished over the decades since Monrovia was
founded in 1886, it is also important to remind ourselves of what we have not lost in order that we keep
our perspective in balance. The Aztec Hotel, one of
the more unusual structures along the original Route
66, still stands even though it has struggled to be viable for the almost 100 years since it was built. The
Santa Fe Depot was recently restored and landmarked, guaranteeing that it will remain a fixture in
town. While many elegant and noteworthy Victorians
have met their demise over the past century, we still
have The Oaks, Mills View, and Idlewild, just to name
a few. In fact, we still have almost 2500 pre-1940
homes that populate our neighborhoods, imparting
the character that has made Monrovia such a desirable place to live. And though not a building, the Boxx
Jewelers street clock still graces the 500 block of
South Myrtle as a reminder of an earlier time.
Since 1995 when city guidelines for preservation

of structures were first enacted, we have landmarked
145 buildings and the Boxx Jewelers street clock
(146 landmarks in total) and two historic districts as
an added layer of protection. But most of our vintage
buildings do not have this safeguard, so vigilance is
still a necessary component in defense of these
buildings.
The primary mission of MOHPG, as reflected in its
latest revision of the mission statement (see top of
page 2), is directed at protecting the town’s architectural heritage. We do not collect photographs or historical documents but direct our energies to protecting the charm and character of our neighborhoods.
By occasionally reflecting on the gems we have lost,
we remind ourselves of why our role in the community is so strategic and necessary.

E F Spence House

First National Bank

Addison Lee House
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Homes Tour on May 5 which will feature homes built before
the end of 1887.
There were seven board members in attendance. The
first order of business was to confirm Janie Gallandat as the
new Tour Chair board member. The minutes of December
were approved as corrected.
Helen Falco reported that current membership stands at
240, but 59 households still need to renew for 2019. She will
be emailing reminders to those are delinquent in their dues.
There was also discussion about the proposed wallet card
and the logo. Final decisions on those two items will be
made at the next board meeting.
Alan Morse distributed copies of the current financial reports.
There was also some discussion about CD rates and how to
handle reinvesting when they come due, given recent increases in the rates.
Lincoln Fairchild will present a slideshow on the national
parks on January 24 at a recently landmarked Folk Victorian.
The winter potluck will be held on February 23 (see page 3
for details). The annual meeting for this summer will be on
July 27 in the Community Room of the library.
Several possibilities have been lined up for the 37th Historic

Thirty-four of the 44 “First Houses” plaques have been installed, and we have received a total of $1515 from homeowners willing to make a donation to help offset the cost of
the plaques ($6891.08). A sample trifold on the history of the
mural was passed around. It will be placed in the library for
those interested in the mural’s history.
No one attended the January 5 walking tour. We are working on new versions of the Visitor’s Guide and the MOHPG
brochure. Final approval will be done at the next board meeting. MOHPG member Dan Ryan is donating a baby grand
piano to MOHPG. Methods are being explored on how best
to conduct the sale of the piano, with the proceeds benefiting
MOHPG. John Moran’s in Monrovia has offered their guidance in that process.
We received an inquiry on freemasons in Monrovia, a request from the Pasadena Star News on the mural brochure,
and a belated request from a “first houses” homeowner
wanting a plaque.
The next board meetings are February 3 and March 3. As
always members are invited to attend any board meeting.

Eric Foss
Edward Mejia
Brannigan Scott
And to returning members: Antone & Teri Kephart
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The seven members of the Historic Preservation
Commission were all present for the regularly scheduled meeting held on Wednesday, January 23.
There was only one item on the agenda.
Determination of Historic Significance for eight
single-story, adjacent houses (206, 210, 212,216,
224, 228, 234, and 236) on West Evergreen between Magnolia and Primrose Avenues. All of the
homes could be classified as “Minimal Traditional”,
and all were built either in 1950 or 1951 by the same
developer, K.B. Cavanaugh. Many had either additions or vinyl windows plus other changes. None
were considered to have historic value, even if there
had not been any alterations to the original structures.
Approved 6-0 (one recusal) with a status code of
6Z (meaning they can be torn down).
There is a proposal to build in this location a 284-unit
mixed-use development, although HPC has no say
in projects built where homes have been demolished.
Commissioner Penny Zuk noted that the Aztec Hotel
is in danger of missing an early February deadline to
replace windows.

Yes, MOHPG needs YOU! The strength of our
organization depends on the commitment of the community to safeguard our architectural heritage. Events
over the past five years have shown that MOHPG
does indeed have a powerful voice, and that voice
helped guide the city in strengthening its building and
demolition regulations. But results like that only happen with the active support of our membership.
If you have received a renewal reminder and have
not yet renewed, then your membership has lapsed.
Take a few moments to either send in a check or use
PayPal/credit card on our website to continue your
support.
WE NEED YOU!!
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In late December 2018 Ralph Walker of local TV
station KGEM conducted an interview with MOHPG
President Jim Wigton regarding the history of the
Monrovia Post Office mural (generally referred to as
the “Four Bears Mural”) that now hangs in the Monrovia Library. The reason for the interview was to
honor MOHPG member Walt Shelly who passed
away in early 2018. It was at Walt’s request that the
MOHPG Board looked into the question, Where was
the mural that hung in the Monrovia post office so
many years ago? It was as a direct result of Walt’s
inquiry that a six-year process was initiated that led
to the restoration and public placement of the mural.
The interview is 35 minutes long and can be
viewed on YouTube:

www.mohpg.org

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghIMuJXiikc
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February - Black History Month
3
Sun
14
Thurs
18
Mon
23
Sat
March

April

MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
Valentine’s Day
Presidents Day
Winter potluck at John & Penny Zuk’s home. Details on page 3.

3
7
10
17
20

Sun
Thurs
Sun
Sun
Wed

MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
Monrovia Reads Across Monrovia; details at www.monroviareads.org
Day Light Savings - set clocks ahead 1 hour
St. Patrick’s Day
First day of spring

1
7
21

Mon
Sun
Sun

April Fools Day
MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
Easter

May - Local, State, National Preservation Month
5
Sun
37th MOHPG Historic Homes Tour
12
Sun
Mothers’ Day
27
Mon
Memorial Day
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