It has been decades since the Santa Fe Depot off
Myrtle Avenue has served any useful purpose
(Actually, the depot was closed in 1948 so it has in
fact been seven decades!). But preservationists and
residents alike can now look forward to a time in the
not-too-distant future and at long last see a viable
use for the depot which has sat vacant for so long.
The initial phase of re-purposing the building as a
restaurant is nearing completion after restoration
work was begun in early 2017. The cost of this initial work phase will run in the neighborhood of $1.8 For seven decades this was the view most Monrovians saw
million with most of the money coming from funds left of the Santa Fe Depot, a derelict building missing many of
over from the Gold Line Station construction. Weath- its exterior architectural elements and its red tile roof.
er and vandals had taken a heavy toll on the building
Photo Courtesy of Pam Barkas
over the years, with most of its external architectural
the third building to occupy the site. The first strucelements removed and/or destroyed. Fortunately,
ture was a smaller LA & SGV station built in early
some of the stolen elements had been recovered and
1887. At that time the rail line stretched from Los
stored for safekeeping, so enough remained for acAngeles to San Bernardino, with the first train arriving
curate reproductions to be fabricated. Roof tiles that
in Monrovia on May 31, 1887. Easy access to the
had been broken or lost were replaced with dupliregion by rail made possible the large influx of immicates and interspersed with the originals to be less
grants to the area and helped fuel growth to the newnoticeable.
ly formed communities.
The Santa Fe Depot that we see today is actually
The second depot was built near the first one by
Santa Fe in 1897. When President Taft traveled
from Los Angeles to San Bernardino, the train
stopped in Monrovia on October 12, 1909. It was
this second depot that was visible in the photograph
taken that day.
The current Santa Fe Depot was opened in 1926
and was designed by architect William A. Mohr in the
Spanish Colonial Revival style, with arched doorways, rounded windows, and a red clay tile roof. The
cost of construction at the time was $30,000. The
depot is a sister to a similar depot built in Claremont
On November 21, 2015, MOHPG members got a sneak
peek at the interior of the depot prior to the beginning of the which still stands. This third depot was opened on
Friday, January 15, 1926 with about 800 people
restoration which would begin over a year later.
(con’t on page 4)
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by Jim Wigton

I would like to acknowledge that members James
Carne and Bernadette Forte made a large, one-time
donation to MOHPG at the end of 2017. You may remember that their 1914 Craftsman (HL #62) was on
tour in 2015. Thanks, James and Bernadette!
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The Board was notified at its January board meeting that MOHPG member Joyce Fairchild has passed
away on November 7. Joyce and her husband Lincoln
moved to Southern California in 2009 and joined
MOHPG right away. As recently as 2015 they hosted
the pre-tour dinner at their home.
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If you’re a recent arrival to Monrovia, chances are
you’ve been welcomed to town by volunteers John
Watson and Hal Leavens. Since 2003 they have
spent Saturdays visiting new residents and making
them feel welcome to the community. I am pleased to
report that they recently passed another milestone—to
date they have greeted over 10,000 families to our
city! What a marvelous accomplishment!
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The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
Share your preservation adventure with those who can
truly appreciate it.
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MOHPG will host its annual, delayed holiday celebration once again on Sunday, February 25, at 5:30
pm, and this time we will be returning to the
home of Bruce and Kathy Carter where we have
been before. Bruce, a co-founder of MOHPG in
1980, and his wife Kathy live in a 1922 home on
Highland Place and with over 3000 square feet are
well able to accommodate the usual large crowd that
attends this affair. You may recall that we were the
guests at the Carters back in 2012 and 2013 for the
February event.
The event is a potluck, and members are asked to
bring a dish for 10 according to the following breakdown for last names:
A-Ha
Salad
He-Sa
Main Dish
Se-Z
Dessert
MOHPG will provide drinks and paper service.
As is custom for this gathering, we will also have
a special program lined up after sampling the many

home-cooked dishes. City Manager Oliver Chi and
Community Development Director Craig Jimenez
will be present to bring members up-to-date on several important matters, in particular updates regarding the Santa Fe Depot and the Aztec Hotel, two
landmarked buildings that are undergoing restoration. Oliver and Craig will also be soliciting input
about recent regulation changes over new construction and demolition of vintage homes.
You may recall that in October, 2016, the city re-

146 Highland Place

Oliver Chi and Craig Jimenez

vised its regulations regarding the demolition of older
structures and the building of new homes. It has
been over a year since the policies have been
changed, and some issues have surfaced as a result
of those changes. This gathering will provide an opportunity for MOHPG members to directly relay their
concerns/suggestions as the city considers modifications that will help smooth out any kinks in the process.
Be sure to mark your calendars for this upcoming
event. We will also be providing updates to the 36th
annual Historic Homes Tour which is scheduled
for Sunday, May 6.





WHAT: Winter Potluck
WHERE: 146 Highland Place, home of Bruce and
Kathy Carter
WHEN: Sunday, February 25, 2018, 5:30 pm
This annual event is usually very well attended and is
an excellent opportunity to meet new members and
renew acquaintances. We hope you can join us.
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(con’t from page 1)
attending the ceremony.
A depot at this location has been a part of Monrovia’s architecture virtually from day one. For it to be
so visible and derelict to the public for so many years
makes its rebirth all the more satisfying. When the
city council granted local landmark status to the depot on April 19, 2016 (historic landmark #137), the
move for all practical purposes helped guarantee its
continued existence. Once a suitable tenant is found
(most likely a restaurant), the building will once again
regain its rightful, prominent status in the community.

This part of the depot will be where the kitchen is located.

Several decorative items such as this vase were copied.

This photo which includes a portion of the second Monrovia depot was taken on October 12, 1909, when President
William H. Taft stopped in Monrovia on his way from Los

Angeles to San Bernardino. Taft is in the center of the
three men standing at the rear of the train.
Photo Courtesy of the Monrovia Historical Museum
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Cleve & Gloria Crudgington
Hal Leavens

Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley
Margaret Garemore
Aztec Hotel - owner Qinhan Chen
The Brooke Law Group, PC
Edie Ramirez
Joan Sullivan

Monrovia.

For information on how YOU can become a member at the
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org
and look under Membership.

The meeting was called to order at 10 am with 9
of the 11 board members present. Minutes from October and December were approved.
Helen Falco reported that the current membership
total is 227 with 197 paid through 2018. Welcome to
new members Emidio Checcone/Christina Ramirez.
Alan Morse presented the financial reports for the
past month, noting that only one check had been
written. Alan is in the process of making a few
changes to the format to make the information clearer to board members.
Lee Schamadan gave a run-down on upcoming
meetings. The January program will be held at a Mid
-Century Modern home on Hidden Valley Road. The
February program is our winter potluck and will be
held at the home of Bruce and Kathy Carter. City
Manager Oliver Chi and Community Development
Director Craig Jimenez will be our speakers. On
March 17 we will be taking a docent-guided tour of
the Gold Line, starting at Arcadia and ending at Union Station.
New board member Ami Perry summarized progress on the upcoming May 6 historic homes tour.
She will be presenting an advertising/publicity plan at
the next board meeting. So far one home has been
confirmed for the tour as well as the two museums in
Page 5

Martha Rund was going to present an insurance
update, but that was postponed until the February
board meeting. A sample bronze plaque was passed
around to illustrate the quality of the plaques being
proposed for placement on the 67 “first houses” (built
before the end of 1887) of Monrovia. Details still
have to be worked out. It was noted that Hal Leavens had secured all eight business card ads for the
newsletter for the entire year (2018). These ads will
offset the cost of printing and mailing approximately
63 newsletters each month (Most members receive a
digital version of the newsletter which is in color).
The board approved two expenditures - renewal
of memberships in the California Conference of Historical Societies ($50) and the Monrovia Chamber of
Commerce ($197). Sandy Burud has agreed to scan
newspapers articles (1887-1891) now housed in the
MOHPG office. It was noted that MOHPG received a
large donation from members James Carne and Bernadette Forte. There are two upcoming meetings in
January - The presentation of the context statement
draft on January 18 and the monthly HPC meeting on
January 24 (A report on these two meetings can be
found on page 7). At next month’s board meeting
Charlie Perry will present a proposal to update the
Facebook page.
Among the contacts received in December - two
Architectural Heritage books were purchased, there
was an inquiry about the first baby born at the Monrovia Hospital and photos sent from the granddaughter of a hotel owner by the last name of Mapes
(both referred to Steve Baker), and someone wishing
to donate a 1926 Monrovia High School diploma
(referred to the Monrovia Historical Museum).
The next board meeting dates will be February 4
and March 4. Meetings start at 10 am and members
are welcome to attend.
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by Sylvia Dohnal
I have a tendency to anthropomorphize buildings.
It’s a habit that I probably acquired when reading
several stories during my childhood, two of which
were The Little House and the house belonging to
Mr. Dog. Living in Arcadia, I witness more and
more perfectly fit buildings being demolished in the
cause of creating ever-larger monstrosities destined
to sit empty for absentee owners who have only purchased them as an investment.
I get tired of hearing about our “housing shortage”, which, though undoubtedly true, is only exacerbated by the way in which many older properties are
treated on their road to destruction and the recreation of a new, larger, entity. Periodically, in my
community and those adjoining it, I have witnessed a
far too cyclic event. First, a home enters a period of
decline. Then sometimes but not always, it goes
straight from sale to nonexistence in a surprisingly
short time. The dreaded green fences go up, signaling the beginning of the end. One day, heavy equipment appears and ruthlessly goes to work, and
“poof” the house is no more - just splintered bits of
lumber, roofing shingles, broken brickwork and lots
and lots of pipes. Next thing you know, grading has
taken place and the stakes go in, delineating the new
construction boundaries.
For me, one of the most frustrating parts of this
whole process is trying to determine some predictability to the timeline as to just which houses will progress straight from go and which will be left fallow for

years to come. There is a local example of a home
that was taken down shortly after an earthquake;
which one, I’ve forgotten, it’s been that long. Behind
a deteriorating green fence, a partially levelled lot
lingers in limbo. Far better from my point of view to
at least have left the Craftsman-era house to be admired for its longevity and architectural features.
Back to the attributing of human qualities to houses: I can’t help but speculate if a home ever wonders what it did to deserve such a fate - to be summarily replaced by another structure that perhaps will
never be the kind of cozy home it provided its former
occupants. If a home is structurally sound and
serves the basic needs of its owners, it should be
allowed to remain. There will always be people who
cannot afford to spend as much as others on living
quarters. Many homes have had numerous owners,
each family bringing their own improvements and
pride of ownership, family stories, pictures, and parties to be remembered.
As someone whose own family home was brutally
demolished to make way for a truck terminal, which
then subsequently was developed into a shopping
center, there is nothing as sad as truly knowing “you
can’t go home again” . . . especially if your home no
longer exists.
(Note: Sylvia Dohnal was a longtime member of
MOHPG with a passionate voice for preservation.
She wrote this article for the MOHPG newsletter a
few months before she passed away in November
2017, and we are printing it now in her honor.)

Membership chair Helen Falco sent out the second and final reminder in January to those who have
yet to renew their membership in MOHPG. As a
matter of policy, MOHPG always carries over a membership for a couple of months into the following year,
recognizing that renewing sometimes gets put on the
backburner and then forgotten.
If you are one of the almost 30 households who
have not renewed for 2018, we hope you will take a
moment to do so. If you do not have a renewal application form, you can download one from the MOHPG
website under Membership if you wish to pay by
check. You can also use the website to pay using
PayPal or a credit card.
Part of the strength of MOHPG, giving it a significant voice in preservation matters in the community,
is the size of our membership. While homes have
been saved, landmarks recognized, and policy
changed to aid in preservation since MOHPG was
founded in 1980, the work goes on. Your support is
critical to insuring that the accomplishments of the
past remain and that future issues are addressed.
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A special meeting of the Historic Preservation
Commission was convened on Wednesday, January
18, to present to the commissioners a draft of the Historic Context Statement prepared by ASM Affiliates.
As stated in the draft, “A robust historic context is the
foundation for making decisions about identification,
evaluation, and treatment of historic properties.”
The document given to the commissioners is 280
pages long, and the commissioners will have until
February 19 to submit their comments to the Planning
Division staff. The final form of the document will be
presented to the City Council on April 17, 2018.
The Monrovia Historical Society (MHS) offered a
free, one-hour, docent-guided tour of the 1886 Queen
Anne Victorian known as the Anderson House on Friday, January 19. Seventeen people arrived at 10
a.m. to hear city historian Steve Baker describe how
the Anderson family arrived in Monrovia and how the
home came to be in the possession of MHS.
Throughout the house are furniture and other artifacts appropriate to the age of the house (which was
built in 1886). While some areas are in need of repair
(the kitchen ceiling will be re-plastered in the near
future), a visitor can easily get a sense of what living
Shannon Davis of ASM Affiliates (right) lays out the prepalife in a Victorian cottage must have been like.
ration of the context statement draft for the HPC.

The Historic Preservation Commission held its
regularly scheduled monthly meeting on Wednesday,
January 24. The seven-person commission currently
has one vacancy, but all six of the current commissioners were present. There were two items on the
agenda.
Determine the Historical Significance for 448 Linwood Avenue. The home was constructed in 1924
and has been significantly altered over the years.
Outfitted in his trademark top hat and tails, city historian
The owners plan to add a second story to the home
Steve Baker sets the historical stage for visitors prior to
entering the 1886 Queen Anne Victorian known as the which is what triggered this review. The neighborhood does not have the potential to become a historic
Anderson House.
district. The staff report recommended giving the
home a status code of 6Z. Approved 6-0.
Determine the Historical Significance for 925 Diamond Avenue. This one story home with Craftsman
styled imagery was built in 1922. The owner plans to
build an addition to the front of this 888 square foot
building. There have been significant alterations to
the structure over time, and many of the features and
elements of the original building have been removed/
altered. The staff report recommended giving the
home a status code of 6Z. Approved 6-0.
In addition Vicky Hansen was selected to serve on
the three-member committee for the Aztec Hotel.
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February
4
12
14
25
March

April

May

Black History Month
Sun
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 a.m. Members are welcome to attend.
Mon
Lincoln’s Birthday (MUSD sites closed)
Wed
Valentine’s Day
Sun
MOHPG Winter potluck, 5:30 pm, at the home of
Bruce & Kathy Carter, 146 Highland Place, 5:30 pm. Details can be
found on page 3.

1

Thurs

4
11
17

Sun
Sun
Sat

1
8
22

National Volunteer Month
Sun
Easter
Sun
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 a.m. Members are welcome to attend.
Sunday
Home tour homeowner/house captain meeting; site TBD

6
13
28

Local, State, National Preservation Month
Sun
36th Annual Historic Homes Tour, 10 am - 4 pm
Sun
Mothers’ Day
Mon
Memorial Day
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Monrovia Reads Across Monrovia, 8-9 am - reading in local class
rooms. If interested, call (626) 303-6600 to volunteer.
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 a.m. Members are welcome to attend.
Daylight Savings Time begins
MOHPG tour of the Gold Line from Arcadia to Union Station
RSVPs will be required.
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