Almost from its infancy, Monrovia has been a city
that loves its parades. The first ones were held to
celebrate the founding of the town (The date given is
May 17, 1886, the day lots in the downtown went on
sale), and later holiday parades in December were

The first parade organized to celebrate the founding of
Monrovia was held in 1892. The town was usually decked
out with banners and flags, and the mood was festive.

added. But it took six years after the founding of the
town before the first parade was held.
In 1887 on the first anniversary, old settlers gathered at the town hall to talk over old times. The next
year saw the encouragement of book donations to
the library, and the Rapid Transit Railway transported passengers to Pomona and back for free.
(con’t on page 7)

This photo shows the parade of 1911, which was held on
the 25th anniversary of the town’s founding, as it moved
south on Myrtle Avenue.
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Over the years the Los Angeles Conservancy has
issued three Preservation Report Cards (2003, 2008,
and 2014), in which it gives a numerical value to the
eighty-nine “jurisdictions” in Los Angeles County. As
stated in their 2014 report, “The ultimate goal of the
Report Card is to help improve preservation at the local level, and the Conservancy serves as a resource
for any community seeking to create or enhance a
preservation program.
In the 2014 report, of the eighty-nine jurisdictions
evaluated, Monrovia was one of only 17 to be judged
in the “A+, A, A-” category (A total of 4 jurisdictions
garnered a B, 12 a C, 9 a D, and 47 an F). The possible total is 245 points and Monrovia received 220,
earning it an A-.
The LA Conservancy had planned to issue its
fourth report in 2020, but that has been delayed, and
the next report should be out sometime next year. So
a reasonable question to ask might be, Why haven’t
we scored higher and what can we do to raise our
point total? To answer that question, we have to take a
closer look at how the total is arrived at. Monrovia did
not score 25 points in the following categories:
1. Owner consent not required for landmark designation (10)
2. Status as a certified local government (5)
3. Historic preservation element or plan (5)
Additionally, we received only 10 of 15 points for having only a partial survey of historic resources. In order
to move into the A category, we would need 10 more
points.
It is unlikely that we will ever change our ordinance
to allow the landmark designation without owner consent. Sierra Madre tried that back in the mid-1990s
with disastrous results (They ended up having to rescind many of those designations). But because Monrovia strengthened its preservation ordinance in 2016,
it is very possible that we could pick up the 5 points for
having a historic preservation element/plan and the 5
points because our historic survey was completed.
We will just have to wait until the next report card is
issued to see if our status improves. Stay tuned.

■ ■ ■
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NEWSLETTER

The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
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It’s been a long two years since the COVID pandemic first started altering our daily lives. But with
increasing numbers of people having been vaccinated and some semblance of normal slowly returning,
the MOHPG Board decided that a holiday gathering
would be just the ticket for getting together once
again with friends and acquaintances.
Larry and DeEtte Albinski, who own the C. O.
Monroe house, Monrovia’s oldest home and the first
one built in this area, have agreed to play host/
hostess for our get together. They also hosted
MOHPG two years ago before the pandemic got underway. DeEtte is the consummate decorator and
takes great pride in creating a welcoming atmosphere inside their 1884 Victorian, so if you missed
out two years ago you should definitely plan to
squeeze this into your holiday calendar.
While the incidence of COVID cases has dropped
dramatically since it peaked in November 2020—
February 2021 and had a resurgence in August- Larry and DeEtte Albinski, owners of 225 Monroe Place,
September 2021, individuals vary greatly in their the oldest home in town (1884), played host to MOHPG at
comfort level when around others outside their the last holiday gathering in 2019.
household. To help alleviate those concerns for this
gathering, the MOHPG Board has decided that any- event a little earlier than usual (4 pm) so that folks
one wishing to attend must show an ID and proof can remain outside if they so choose.
This will be a potluck dinner and attendees are
of vaccination. In addition, we will be starting the
asked to bring a dish corresponding to their last
name:
A-F
Main Dish
G-N Salad/Side Dish
M-Z Dessert
MOHPG will provide drinks and paper service.
We hope that taking reasonable precautions and
noting the high vaccination rate among seniors
(83.3% as of September 29, 2021) will allay your
concerns enough to make it possible for you to share
a few moments with your fellow preservationists before the close of another year.





WHEN: Sunday, December 19, 2021
TIME: 4 - 7 pm
LOCATION: 225 Monroe Place, Monrovia
This will be a potluck dinner to celebrate the holiday
season and allow for members to get together after
two years of COVID restrictions.
NOTE: All attendees must provide proof of vaccination and bring with them some form of identification (e.g., driver’s license).
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The MOHPG board of directors met outside on a
back deck on Sunday, November 7. Eight of the
twelve members were present. Minutes from the October 10 meeting were approved with two corrections.
Kristen Norton reported that current membership
stands at 210, up one household from last month
with the addition of Eric and Emily Young as new
members. The renewal of memberships is proceeding as expected. So far 36 households have renewed
(out of 91 that need to renew, although 5 members
have moved). The good news is that 16 of those renewals are for five years which means fewer will
need to renew in the future. If you received a letter
from MOHPG in October, then that means you will
need to renew, and we hope you can manage to
cross that task off your list before the holidays exert
too many demands.
Alan Morse sent out current status reports of our
finances. In addition, the tax returns for our fiscal
year (September 1, 2020 to August 31, 2021) were
electronically filed (state and federal) on October 12.
The November program will be held on Saturday,
November 13, at 2 pm in the Community Center. Steve Baker, the city historian, will be the speaker, and
he will be talking about some of the important roles
women played in the early development of the town.
On December 19, we will be having our holiday gathering at Monrovia’s oldest home, the C O Monroe
house at 225 Monroe Place. Concerns over COVID
have led the board to make several decisions regarding this gathering. First of all, pursuant to LA County
Health Department guidelines, attendees must wear
masks when not eating or drinking and are inside.
The gathering will start at 4 pm so that those who
might be uncomfortable inside can congregate outside. In addition, anyone in attendance must be vaccinated. You must bring your COVID card and a form
of ID in order to be admitted. This is being done out
of an abundance of caution (see page 3 of this newsletter for further details). MOHPG was unable to hold
a 40th year celebration in 2020, and the board plans
to hold one belatedly in 2022.

tour can contact MOHPG President Jim Wigton using
the Contact Us feature on our website. He will be
happy to go over all aspects of the tour from a homeowner’s perspective without any obligation.
The MOHPG page for Monrovia Today winter edition was submitted October 12. There was a discussion of enrolling in a service to save MOHPG digital
files to the cloud.
The October 16 walking tour had 15 attendees.
The next tour is set for January 8. The yearly charge
of $75 for Quickbooks will be due November 25. A
sympathy card was sent to MOHPG member Vicky
Hansen who lost both her mother and son within the
last two months. Monrovia residents are being asked
for input on how the tax revenue from Measure K
should be spent (amounting to roughly $5.5 per
year). The Los Angeles Conservancy, which issued a
preservation report card in 2014 (Monrovia got an A-)
will issue another one in 2022. A notice was place in
the October newsletter about an MOHPG couple
having a book sale in memory of their daughter.
MOHPG received five contacts through our website in the past month.
There will be no board meeting in December. The
next meeting will be held on Sunday, January 8, at
10 am. Members are always welcome to attend. At
this point it is not known if that meeting will be held
indoors or outdoors.

MOHPG is planning to hold an in-person home
tour on Sunday, May1, 2022, assuming that COVID
restrictions have eased by then and there is not a
resurgence of the pandemic. The contingency plan
will be to do another virtual tour. There are several
houses already on the “possibles” list, and homeowners will be contacted starting in early January as we
attempt to secure a lineup of representative homes.
Anyone interested in having their home as part of a
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The Historic Preservation Commission held its
regularly scheduled monthly meeting via Zoom on
Wednesday, October 27, at 7:30 pm. Five of the seven commissioners were in attendance. The minutes
from September 29 were approved. There was only
one item on the agenda.

1909 and has stood at that location until it was
knocked down by an errant automobile. With
MOHPG helping to restore the fountain by reconstructing the roof, the restoration was completed in
April 2015. Approved 5-0 to designate the fountain
as Historic Landmark #159. Final approval will be
sought at the city council meeting of November 16,
2021.
Towards the end of the meeting, City Manager
Dylan Feik, using a slideshow, explained that the city
is looking for resident input on how to spend the
funds generated by Measure K. The measure was
passed by voters on November 5, 2019, and called
for raising the sales tax in Monrovia by 0.75%. All of
the money raised by the measure reverts to the city,
and the expected revenue will be about $5.5 million
per year. By June 2023 that fund is expected to have
a balance of $14.3 million.
Anyone wishing to submit ideas to the city on how
the money should be spent can do so at
www.cityofmonrovia.org under City Manager’s Office.

Above is a postcard view of the fountain as it appeared
shortly after it was dedicated in 1909.

Request for Historic Landmark Status for the Library Park fountain, located at 321 S. Myrtle Avenue,
on the southeast corner of Myrtle and Lime Avenues.
The city’s preservation ordinance requires owner
consent to be considered for landmark status, so the
City Council, on behalf of the city of Monrovia, approved the request on February 16, 2021. The fountain was donated to the city by the Farmers Club in

The end of another year means, among other
things, that it is time to renew your membership in
MOHPG. Letters were sent out in October by Membership Chair Kristen Norton to all those who need to
renew (a total of 91 households). By early November
we had received renewals from 35 households, and
of that number fifteen elected to renew for five years!
That is particularly helpful as it means that those
folks won’t need to renew for the next five years,
making the membership chair’s task a lot easier.
We hope that the remainder of you can get this
one chore out of the way before the start of the new
year. For those who have been members of MOHPG
for a while, you know what an important role MOHPG
has played in protecting the architectural heritage of
Monrovia (Remember when six house were up for
demolition in October 2013, and the community response resulted in a two-year building/demo moratorium, followed by a strengthening of the city preservation ordinance). WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!!
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by Susie Ling
Editor’s note: Susie Ling has been a member of
MOHPG for the past twelve years. She has written
on Monrovia’s ethnic legacy in other articles for
Preservation Conversation and the Monrovia Weekly.
She is an Associate Professor of History and Asian
American Studies at Pasadena City College.
I’m very grateful that I have never been a victim of
overt racism in Monrovia. Nevertheless, I’m still
somewhat paranoid. The killing of Asian American
women in Atlanta last March and the over 9000 reported cases of anti-Asian hate incidents in the last
two years has kept me perpetually hypersensitive. A
close Filipino friend of mine is one of those 9000 cases; he got hit by another passenger when he was Susie Ling stands in front of the Allensworth school house
riding the Metro. Since I am a member of the most in Tulare County in 2014. Lt. Col. Allensworth died in a motargeted group (i.e, older immigrant Asian women) torcycle accident on Myrtle Avenue in 1914.
and as I walk my dog around the neighborhood or
run errands, I am thinking “Did that woman avoid me
because I’m Asian? Is that Monrovian going to hit
me?” I’m grateful that my shameful thoughts are not
visible. I really wish I didn’t have these un-neighborly
sentiments.
It doesn’t help that my paranoia is peaking on the
150th anniversary of the worst lynching in Los Angeles when 19 Chinese were victims of the 1871 L.A.
Massacre near Temple and Spring in downtown Los
Angeles. 2022 will be the 50th anniversary of the Vincent Chin murder in Detroit. I also remember when
Joseph Ileto was shot nine times in the San Fernando Valley. I had a chat with Ileto’s mother once; she
had immigrated from the same province as I did and
raised her son in the San Gabriel Valley as I did. My
Japanese American neighbors’ garage was destroyed by arson a few months ago, and I can’t help
but wonder if that might that have been race-related.
Most of the Asian American hate crimes that occur


are not even known in the communities in which they
take place. The history of them gets erased. But I
Liberace Foundation for the Performing
remember. I remember other names as well - George
And Creative Arts
Floyd, Trayvon Martin, and Rodney King, and Mark
Nancy McGrain
Allen and Allen Allensworth of Monrovia.
Hal Leavens
Systemic racism takes so much of an emotional
Darrell Brooke
toll. It is a constant nag every day. Being Asian
Oliver & Bobbie Chi
American - or Latinx or African American - keeps you
Brooke Law Group, PC
hypersensitive. When people laugh at phrases like
Cleve & Gloria Crudgington
“Kung Flu” or “China virus,” I’m reminded of that nag.
Jim Wigton
Actually, my grandfather was from Wuhan in China; it
Alex Beebee
was a heritage of which I had previously been proud.
Now Wuhan is carrying the blame for a worldwide
pandemic.
2022 will be the Year of the Tiger. Chinese myRichard Andrews
thology says that the tiger is a spirit animal that is
Janice Melton
courageous with strong self-confidence. Maybe 2022
will be better; I could certainly use some of that tiger
Martha Rund
power.
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(con’t from page 1)
The following year trees were planted at school
grounds, churches, the train depots, and on the
streets. In 1890 the American flag was raised by
school children at 9:30 am, the Monrovia City Band
performed, and there were four volleys by eight guns,
followed by a game of ball.
Finally, in 1892 the town had its first parade. In
the years that followed the festivities included horse
races, speeches and other entertainment, ball games
and other athletic contests, and bicycle races. By
1907 there had ceased to be a parade but that ended
with a parade in 1911. The first parade queen, Florence Kelly, along with four maids of honor, was
crowned in 1912.
As the years passed, there were many additions
and changes to the parades. Sometimes, though,
circumstances dictated those changes. In 1932 there
was no parade, due to the economic harshness imposed by the Great Depression. From 1942-1946 no
attempt was made to celebrate the town’s anniversary due to World War II.
In 1926 the parade celebrated children, and over
4,000 of them marched or otherwise participated in
the parade. In 1930 no parade was held with the
town opting instead to hold a community breakfast,
and that was attended by 1000 people. The breakfasts were indeed popular, and by 1936 the community breakfast drew 1819 people.
Cars were readily available and easy to decorate, so they
became a common feature in many of the parades. In fact
the 1920 parade featured fifty new and old automobiles.
Here we see an automobile all decked out for the 1923
parade.

The town’s founder William Monroe, shown here in the
1914 parade, was often an integral part of the Monrovia
Day celebration until his passing in 1934.
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Grand Marshals were also selected for many of
the parades and often were noted celebrities as was
the case when Bill Boyd (Hopalong Cassidy) was the
Grand Marshal for the 1940 parade. The 1952 parade selected Paramount star John Payne for the
honors, and “Rifleman” TV star Johnny Crawford
headlined the 1963 event. The parades continued to
draw an ever increasing number of spectators, and
by 1950 that number had grown to 65,000.
In 1986 when Monrovia celebrated its centennial,
the parade comprised 115 entries, including floats,
antique cars, bands and equestrian units.
MOHPG has occasionally provided an entry for
the Monrovia Day celebration parade, but more often
than not it has been for the Christmas parade held in
early December. Michael and Janene Khanchalian,
dressed in period costumes and driving a 1912 Model T, have represented the group since 2011 in the
holiday parade.
But parades of any kind or at any time of the year
have been silenced for the past two years due to the
coronavirus pandemic. We can only hope that when
they resume, they will once again regain the support
and attendance of the residents.
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19
21
25

Sun
Tues
Sat

MOHPG Holiday Gathering; see page 3 for details.
Winter Begins
Christmas Day

1
8
9
17

Sat
Sat
Sun
Mon

New Year’s Day
Historic Walking Tour, 10 am
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
Martin Luther King holiday; city and schools closed

Black History Month
14
Mon

Valentine’s Day

www.mohpg.org

December 2021

