People are generally surprised to learn how many
houses in Monrovia are not in their original location
but have been moved from somewhere else in the
city. Even more surprising is that many of them were
moved long ago when the technology was much less
advanced than it is today. Jacking the house up by
hand and using mules to effect the move are a far
cry from the dollies with integrated hydraulic suspension systems used today. There are even dollies that
are self-propelled and can be operated by remote
control. Yes, house moving has come a long way.
Why bother to move a house in the first place?
While a move today may run $100,000 to $200,000,
depending on (1) the size of the house, (2) its construction materials (a brick structure would be more
challenging), and (3) the distance to be moved, it is
still a greener option than building from scratch. And In 1993 the Luther Blair house was moved for a second
time, traveling from Duarte to Ivy Avenue where it had
it can be cheaper, too.
been originally built in 1887.

Photo courtesy of Steve Baker

The carriage barn at 131 E. Greystone was dismantled and
moved by flatbed truck to a property several miles away
where it was reconstructed.

Typically, rather than razing a home to make way
for new construction, the owner will sell the house for
$1, thus eliminating the financial liability. The new
owner incurs the moving expense and hookups to
utilities plus providing the land. It’s a win-win for the
environment and the new owner, and it saves the
developer the demolition costs. And often times, it
results in a vintage structure saved from the wrecking ball.
Let’s take a recent example. The 1887 Queen
Anne Victorian located at 131 E. Greystone Avenue
was sold to a developer in 2012. On the back of the
property sat an old, dilapidated carriage barn, the
oldest surviving one in Monrovia. Threatened with
demolition, MOHPG stepped in to raise the funds
necessary to move it to a new location. The barn was
(con’t on page 4)
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The all-decked-out-in-period-finery husband-wife
team of Michael and Janene Khanchalian will once
again represent MOHPG in the annual Holiday Parade
down Myrtle Avenue. The event is set for Thursday
evening at 7 pm, always held immediately following
the traditional tree lighting ceremony in Library Park.
Its an annual event designed to kick off the season.
Michael and Janene always dress is period costume and drive their 1912 Model T in the parade, an
appropriate entry since the town was founded in 1886.
This will be the ninth straight year that they have appeared on behalf of MOHPG in the holiday parade. In
2016 their vintage car along with two others garnered
the “Best Themed” award at the parade.
We hope you will all come out and cheer the Khanchalians as they represent our organization.

NEWSLETTER

The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
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On Friday, October 26, the order for the “First
Houses” plaques was made to the company handling
production. The plaques will be produced back east
and shipped to us, with the entire process taking about
five weeks. We hope to install most, if not all, of the
plaques by Christmas.
Obtaining owner consent proved more difficult than
expected, and we were only able to secure permission
from 43 of the 67 owners. Many of the buildings are
renter occupied, and even mailing a letter to the owners had only minimal success.
Sandy Burud stepped in during the last two weeks
to send out letters and make house calls, resulting in
securing ten more consent forms.
We will keep you posted on our progress.

The annual drive to renew MOHPG membership
started in October, and we are well on our way to
keeping members current. If you received a renewal
notice from chair Helen Falco in October, we hope you
will renew before the holiday season is upon you.
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by Sandy Burud
On Nov. 3 in the lovely backyard of Chace & Mark
Tydell, Sandy Burud and Steve Baker from the Monrovia Historical Society’s Legacy Project gave a live
demonstration on how to do research on your home
using the Legacy Collection and other resources.
The Legacy Collection is online through the Library with over 6,000 photos and documents, so
many that it can be hard to know where to start. Although it doesn’t have information on every home in
Monrovia, it does contain a wealth of photos and telephone directories and newspaper transcripts. It also has 125 house histories written by Steve Baker
and bits of info on 200 others. And you can read it all
from home!
Just
go
to
the
site
at
http://
cityofmonrovia.pastperfectonline.com
and
dive
in. Use “Keyword Search” and read the tips at the
top of the page. Tricks to getting the best results
are: 1) knowing that that you have to
search inside documents (like the telephone directories), 2) following the tips on the site, like the link to
‘special documents’ found on the “Documents”
page. Library staff are able to help, too.
In addition to the Legacy collection there are others:
● City’s website: “Your Govt./Community Dev.
website -- About My House” where you can find:
Permit Book – a downloadable Excel list of permits that show owners, contractors, and changes to
homes.
OnBase Document Portal – copies of permits
themselves (this link is still being worked on)
LA County Tax Assessor – don’t take the construction dates literally; they are often wrong.
● Ancestry.com’s City Directories where you can

search by a person’s name and find out where they
lived. If you aren’t an ancestry.com member, you can
access it at the Pasadena Library or at the Family
Search Library (770 N. Sierra Madre, Pasadena (626) 351-8517). Also the Sierra Madre Library
(440 W. Sierra Madre Blvd, Sierra Madre, CA 91024
(626) 355-7186).
● You can also go to the Monrovia Public Library in
person and look through the microfiche copies of old
newspapers, although you have to simply look at
each one to find what’s relevant. Be ready to get lost
in related articles; they’re full of other great things.
The Monrovia City’s Planning Desk encourages
people who want help scouting information about
their house to simply ask; they are eager to help.
Contact either John Mayer AICP, Senior Planner, jmayer@cimonrovia.ca.us 626-932-5587 or Austin
J.
Arnold,
Planning
Technician, aarnold@monrovia.ca.us 626-932-5534.

With the Christmas season just around the corner,
you can shop and help MOHPG at the same time.
Just sign up for the Amazon Smile program. When
you do so, 0.5% of your order gets donated to
MOHPG. It may not sound like much, but with lots of
members ordering, the result could be of great benefit to MOHPG. And it costs you nothing extra!
TO SIGN UP:
Go to smile.amazon.com. If you already have an account with Amazon, sign in. Then at the prompt for
the charitable organization, type in Monrovia Historic
Preservation Group and then confirm.
That’s it!
Then, when you want to make a purchase on Amazon, use smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com. All the same products are offered here as
on Amazon.com.
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(con’t from page 1)
cut into almost 20 pieces and moved several miles to
a property off Norumbega Drive where it was reconstructed in much better condition than it had been
before. A piece of history was saved and the building
repurposed for a new life.
Another example. In 1993 a two-story Queen
Anne Victorian built in 1887 was saved from demolition by moving it from Duarte onto the property of
Steve Baker at 508 S. Ivy Avenue. Ironically, the
move was the second one for the home which originally had been located at 147 S. Ivy (just over a
block away) before being moved to Duarte. To effect
the move, the roof was removed and it was transported in two parts, taking two days to complete the relocation.
Here are a few more examples of homes that
have been moved in the past:
1) The 1887 Queen Anne Victorian at 823 S. Sham-

rock Avenue started life at 146 E. Olive;
2) The American Foursquare home at 200 E. Lime
Avenue (The Tillapaugh House) was moved from
129 S. Primrose Avenue, at the corner of Linwood;
3) The 1887 Queen Anne Victorian at 224 W. Olive
Avenue originally came from West Walnut not
long after it was built;
4) Both 1887 Queen Anne Victorians on Heliotrope,
224 and 232, were moved to their present locations from lots close by;
5) The 1887 Queen Anne Victorian at 210 W. Colorado Blvd traveled from a location near the corner
of Alta Vista and Hillcrest; and
6) The 1887 Queen Anne Victorian at 626 W. Colorado Blvd was moved twice, from the NW corner
of Myrtle and Foothill to 116 W. Foothill (where
the Pavilions shopping center is today) to its present location in the 1920s.
A quick glance at the ages of the some of those
houses reveals just how many of our earliest homes
might not be standing today had they not been
moved instead of demolished.
While moving a house might not be the ideal solution from a preservationist point of view, it does provide for the survival of a piece of history. And that
trumps demolition any day.
A special thanks to Steve Baker for his assistance in
the historical background of the houses.

The Tillapaugh House, a 1906 American Foursquare located across the street from City Hall, has yet to be lowered in
place at its new home after being moved several blocks.
Photo courtesy of the Monrovia Legacy Project
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Both 224 (above) and 232 (below) Heliotrope ended up
being moved just a short distance from their original locations to where they stand today.
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MOHPG members got an inside look at the operation at the E Waldo Ward Ranch in nearby Sierra Madre on Saturday morning, October 13. The tour of the
facility was led by Jeff Ward, a great grandson of the
founder, E Waldo Ward. The ranch today consists of
2.5 acres, down from the original 30 acres. It operates year-round and has 15-16 full-time employees.
It is currently the oldest jam-making company in California, making 90-100 products.
Among the fine foods produced and packaged
here are an English style marmalade, the production
of which was the principal goal of the founder. It is
made from Seville orange trees which produce a
slightly bitter orange, ideal for making marmalade.
Some of the trees still producing these oranges are
over 100 years old, an interesting fact in that orange
trees typically survive only 40-50 years.
The heart of the operation is the production of:
1) jelly - which is made from the juice;
2) preserves - which is made from chunks of fruit;
3) jam - which is made from pureed fruit (usually
does not have seeds.
Jars are stamped with a three-year “use by” date.
Besides their signature marmalade, they also preserve a variety of stuffed olives and bar-be-que sauces, to name just two of their many products. In addition they do custom canning for other companies
who submit their recipes. Batches are generally
small.
Huell Howser of PBS TV fame did one of his episodes at the ranch back in 1989. Tours can be arranged for most Saturdays, last just over an hour,
and do not require a minimum group of people. For
those just wishing to make a purchase, the store is
open six days a week.
There is a small museum housed in the red barn
that was built in 1902. It contains old photos, orange
labels, and a number of items used in the operation
over a hundred years ago.
At the end of the tour, many of the members of
the group stopped in the store to purchase a jar or
two of their favorite preserves as a remembrance of
their time spent at this unique ranch.

(Top) Members pose for a group shot prior to starting the
tour. (Bottom) Jeff Ward, great-grandson of the ranch’s
founder, points out an old labeling machine no longer in
use. (Inset) An antique olive pit remover.
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For information on how YOU can become a member at the
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org
and look under Membership.
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by Susie Ling
When Yutaro Uyeda (1877-1949) came to the
United States from Fukuoka, Japan, he found work
laying tracks for Pacific Electric’s Monrovia-Glendora
line. When that work led him to Monrovia
around1907, he decided to stay here. Yutaro specialized in raising strawberries, a vocation that would
result in him being dubbed Monrovia's Strawberry
King. His fruit stand was situated at 331 W. Huntington Drive, across the street from where Living Spaces is located today. He farmed all around the city on
vacant lots, and he was in the habit of giving flats of
strawberries to police officers, neighbors, etc. For the
Monrovia Day Parade, he would have his two daughters give away strawberries off his float. After 111
years, the Yutaro family is represented by his grandchildren who still live in Monrovia.
(Right) Yutaro Uyeda (Below) The family fruit stand
was located on the north side of Huntington Drive
where Living Spaces is today.
Photos courtesy of Keiko Sakatani
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by City Councilwoman Gloria Crudgington
On Friday, October 19, representatives from the
City of Monrovia attended the California Preservation
Foundation's 35th Annual Preservation Design
Awards at the resplendent Millennium Biltmore Hotel
in downtown Los Angeles to receive an award for the
Monrovia Santa Fe Depot Rehabilitation. Awards
were presented in the following categories: Contextual Infill, Craftsmanship/Preservation Technology,
Cultural Resource Studies, Rehabilitation, and Restoration. Awards were also received by the cities of
Pasadena, Los Angeles, Isleton, San Francisco, San
Gabriel, Sausalito, West Hollywood, Stanford, Napa
and Calistoga. We were in great company!! As described by the CA Preservation Foundation, the Monrovia project:
"...comprised the repair, restoration, rehabilitation
and structural enhancement of the Depot, and was
treated as an adaptive reuse to be repurposed as a
restaurant. The majority of the exterior was restored
to its original appearance. To accommodate future

The view inside the Biltmore Hotel reveals a setting worthy
of the awards ceremony.
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On hand to receive the Rehabilitation Award on behalf of
the City of Monrovia were: (from left) Dan Ryan, Becky
Shevlin, Mark Houston, Evan Knuckles, Larry Spicer, Tom
Adams, Gloria Crudgington, and Tina Cherry.
Photo courtesy of Tina Cherry

uses and environmental considerations, the project is
more accurately defined as a rehabilitation. The interior of the historic public spaces, including wall and
floor finishes, were restored. Where needed, modifications were designed to reflect a historic reference
consistent with and/or reminiscent of the original design but not mimic original features. As the original
platform was not able to be salvaged, an expanded
platform was constructed. A new modern design
canopy was constructed above."
Attending the ceremony were: Mayor Tom Adams, Mayor Pro-Tem Becky Shevlin, Councilmember
Gloria Crudgington, Councilmember Larry Spicer,
Historic Preservation Commission members Mark
Houston and Dan Ryan, Public Services Director Tina Cherry, Assistant Planning Director Sherry Bermejo, and Inspector Evan Knuckles. Also in attendance were Project Lead Nic Fetter of Samuelson &
Fetter LLE, and team members from the architectural
firm Undisclosable and historic restoration subcontractor Spectra Company.
Much ado about something!
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December
1
2
6
21
25
26

Sat
Sun
Thurs
Fri
Tues
Wed

Walking Tour of Downtown Monrovia, 10 a.m. Cost is $5 per person.
Meet at the SE corner of Palm and Myrtle Avenues.
MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
Monrovia Holiday Parade, 7 pm
First Day of Winter
Christmas
Historic Preservation Commission meeting, 7:30 pm, City Hall

January
1
6
15
20

Tues
Sun
Tues
Sun

New Year’s Day
MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
Martin Luther King Holiday
“Robert Kennard - Architect and Mentor” will be presented at the Monrovia Historical Museum at 1 pm. He was the founder of the oldest
African-American architecture firm in Los Angeles.

February
18

Mon

Presidents Day
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