
      
     Cancelling the MOHPG Historic Homes Tour in 
2020 was a decision no one was happy with, least of 
all the Board of Directors who made the call. But the 
coronavirus pandemic cared not for tradition or cus-
tom or the fact that there had been a tour every year 
since 1983. So when 2021 was approaching and a 
repeat of tour cancellation loomed large on the hori-
zon, the MOHPG Board opted for an alternative solu-
tion - a tour held virtually. 
     Plans have been under way since the beginning 
of December to provide a safe yet thoroughly enjoya-
ble way to view our tour selections in the comfort of 
your own home. The tour will consist of seven vide-
os, one for each of the seven homes on tour, plus an 
introductory video that sets the background of the 
history of the town and our historic home tours. 
     Three of the homes profiled are shown on this 
page with the others pictured on page 3. To give tour 
goers plenty of time and opportunity to view the vide-
os, the Board decided to have a viewing window of 

nine days, May 1 - May 9. In order to view the vide-
os, you must register. Because of the financial hard-
ships imposed on many families by the pandemic, 
the suggested donation of $20 will be optional. Each 
viewer will have to decide whether or not to donate. 
     Once you have registered, you will receive a link 
that will become operational at 9 am on May 1. 
                               (con’t on page 3) 
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by Jim Wigton 
 

     In recent months we have posted on the MOHPG 
website five videos, each dealing with a different his-
torical moment.  The topics covered are: restoration of 
the post office mural, the successful move and preser-
vation of Monrovia’s oldest carriage barn, the rebuild-
ing of the Library Park drinking fountain, a review of 
the many Batchelder fireplaces in town, and a review 
of some of the homes/buildings lost over the past 135 
years. 
     Because the use of videos to convey information 
has proliferated as a result of widespread use of social 
media, we feel that documenting some of the aspects 
of Monrovia’s history through the use of video might 
help promote interest in our history. We hope in the 
coming months to increase our video collection to pro-
vide an easily accessible means for interested parties 
to learn more about the history of Monrovia. One of the 
next projects will be a history of the Box Jewelers 
street clock on Myrtle Avenue.  
     If you have any suggestions about other possible 
topics to be covered, please relay them to any board 
member. 

     We wish to pass along the sad news that MOHPG 
member Susan Boos, wife of Michael Scharf, passed 
away unexpectedly on Wednesday, March 10. Our 
thoughts and condolences are with Michael at this 
time. 
 

     One of the biggest losses due to the pandemic has 
been the cancellation of our monthly meetings. Ironi-
cally, program chair Lee Schamadan has set up a 
year’s worth of programs just prior to the start of the 
pandemic. One of those programs was to provide in-
formation about ADUs (Accessory Dwelling Units) as a 
means to address the current housing shortage in the 
state. 
     Lee is presently attempting to set in place a virtual 
meeting to share this information with members. When 
it is ready, we will let you know. 

Newsletter - April 2021 
Volume 29  Number 4 

 

Published monthly by the  
Monrovia Historic Preservation Group 

P.O. Box 734 
Monrovia, CA   91017 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
 President       Vice-President 
 Jim Wigton       Hal Leavens 
  
 Secretary       Treasurer 
 Martha Rund      Alan Morse 
  
 Membership       Members-At-Large 
 Kristen Norton       Gloria Crudgington 
           
 Programs  Edie Ramirez     
 Lee Schamadan  
    Rich Andrews 
 Tour Chair        
 Janie Gallandat  Michael Kaplan 
      
 Historian         
 Steve Baker       
 

■   ■   ■ 
 

NON-BOARD POSITIONS 
 

 Legal Adviser       Emails 
 Darrell Brooke       John Zuk 
  
     The MOHPG Board of Directors meets the first Sun-
day of each month except August at 10 a.m.  All mem-
bers are welcome to attend.  Contact Jim Wigton or any 
board member for meeting location. 
     MOHPG is a 501(c)(3) non-profit California corpora-
tion.  Donations and membership dues may be tax de-
ductible; consult your tax adviser.  
 

■   ■   ■ 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Staff 
     Jim Wigton 
     Susie Ling 
  
     The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article sub-
missions and letters  from our members for publication in 
the newsletter.  All submissions are subject to editing.   

MISSION  
The Monrovia Historic Preservation Group (MOHPG) 
seeks to preserve Monrovia’s architectural heritage 
through advocacy and actions that promote historic 
preservation. 



 

 

Page 3        www.mohpg.org                              April 2021 

                             (con’t from page 1) 
 
Videos can be watched in any order and more than 
once if one so chooses. Once the window closes at 9 
pm on May 9, the videos will no longer be able to be 
viewed. 
     Members will receive an email towards the end of 
march with further instructions on how to register to 
view the videos. However, you can always check the 
homepage of the MOHPG website for details. A link 
to be able to watch a trailer video will be posted there 
around the end of March. If you still have questions 
or concerns, use the “Contact Us” feature on the 
homepage of the MOHPG website and you will re-
ceive a prompt response. 
     Creating a virtual tour that can duplicate the expe-
rience of attending a tour in person is almost by defi-
nition impossible. However, several steps have been 
taken to bring viewers closer to the expectation of a 
worthwhile experience. Seven MOHPG prior docents 
volunteered as “door greeters” to welcome you into 
each of the homes. They are: Bill Deets, Hal Leav-
ens, Edie Ramirez, John Rogers, Lee Schamadan, 
Brenda Trainor, and Carol Vesely, And, of course, 
they will be attired in period costume. 
     MOHPG’s own Jim Constantian will regale view-
ers with a vintage music selection played on one of 
his many antique phonographs. And eight members 
of the Santa Anita A vintage car club will arrive at 
each home to add a vintage flair that tour goers have 
come to expect on a MOHPG home tour. Those vol-
unteers are : 

Les & Lyla Eddington  Don Kennedy 
Bob Harbicht   Bob Moore 
Randy Harper   Bob Travis 
Gary Hunter   Steve Voors 
 
We are grateful to the docents and vintage car enthu-
siasts for their time and assistance in adding to the 
atmosphere surrounding these videos. 
     It is also essential to acknowledge the assistance 
of KGEM-TV in Monrovia in providing equipment and 
studio access, assuring that the videos’ final versions 
are professional in quality and appearance. 
     We hope you will encourage friends and family to 
register to view the virtual tour during the viewing 
window of May 1 - May 9. Check the home page of 
the MOHPG website after March 30 for more details. 
     And with any luck, we will be able to resume in-
person touring in 2022. 

1926 Vernacular 

1929 English Cottage/Storybook 1921 English Cottage 

1907 Craftsman 
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     Since 1996 when Monrovia granted its first land-
mark status to a local home (231 N. Primrose Ave-
nue), every owner of a landmarked home or other 
structure landmarked since then has the choice of 
whether or not to also apply for a Mills Act contract. 
The principal advantage of the contract is that it can 
provide tax savings on the building’s property taxes, 
thus saving the owner what can amount to upwards 
of 60% on taxes. It is the “carrot” that the state pro-
vided when it passed the Mills Act in 1972 to incen-
tivize restoration and maintenance of historic struc-
tures or other historic assets. 
     The issue of continuing this program was raised 
during the community input sessions preceding the 
revision of the city’s preservation ordinance in 2016.  
That is why on Tuesday, March 2, 2021, prior to the 
regularly scheduled city council meeting, city staff 
made a presentation to the council members, provid-
ing an overview of preservation in the community. By 
definition, a study session is held to disseminate in-
formation and no action is taken at that time. 
     When the city council passed the preservation 
ordinance in 1995, there were a number of reasons 
for doing so. Among them was determining the crite-
ria that would allow for properties and districts to be 
recognized as important community assets and to 
establish a Historic Preservation Commission that 
would handle applications for doing so. The ordi-
nance was revised in 2016 to provide additional safe-
guards for historic properties and to curtail the ten-
dency to build excessively large homes that would 
dwarf neighboring ones. Since those new regulations 
have gone into effect, there have been 50 requests 
for demolition of buildings 50 years or older, and 48 
of them have been approved. 
     The Mills Act contract is the single most important 
economic incentive program in the state for historic 
preservation. It allows for additional conditions to be 
applied to the landmark designation that will insure a 
greater likelihood of preservation. They are: 
1. An electrical safety inspection is required. 
2. The structure must be seismically retrofitted if it 

has not already been retrofitted. 
3. The owner must purchase a landmark plaque 

which is to be displayed for the public to see. 
Regular progress reports are to be submitted by the 
owner, documenting work done on the structure -
once every two years for the first ten years, and then 
once five years. 
     The contract is good for ten years and automati-
cally renews after that. Either the city or the owner 
can withdraw from the contract at 10 year intervals. If 
the city decides to revoke the contract for cause (for 
example, if the earthquake retrofit has not been 
done), the penalty assessed to the owner is 12½% of 

current market value of the property. Not surprisingly, 
no such retraction has taken place. 
     Mills Act properties are reassessed every year by 
the Los Angeles County tax assessor, and taxes are 
determined by using the lowest value of the property: 
the Mills Act formula, the Proposition 13 value, and 
the fair market value (the latter is rarely used). Tax 
savings for Mills Act properties usually runs out after 
20-30 years. 
     As of January 1, 2020, the latest year for which 
data is available, there were 137 Mills Act contracts 
in Monrovia with an average reduction in property 
taxes of 46%. That amounts to a total loss of tax rev-
enue for the city of $171,392. (Keep in mind that the 
total reduction of tax revenue is just over $600,000 
but the majority of property tax revenue goes to the 
state and not the city). Therefore, the average tax 
decrease per Mills Act contract is $1251. 
     There are currently 158 landmark designations of 
which 144 have Mills Act contracts. Two historic dis-
tricts have been designated (Wild Rose and North 
Encinitas) that have a total of 82 properties, of which 
52 are designated as “contributors.” 
     Since this information dispersal was made at a 
study session, there was no action taken. However, 
MOHPG members should take note that if the city 
were to decide to eliminate the Mills Act contracts 
(hopefully, that is not a likely scenario), the communi-
ty stands to lose more than it would gain. The ques-
tion you should be asking is, Is the loss of $171,392 
in revenue outweighed by the appreciation of proper-
ty values because the neighborhoods are more desir-
able as places to live? Be sure to let your city council 
member know how you feel. 
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     It has been a year (March 24, 2020, to be exact) 
since Monrovia reported its two first cases of COVID-
19, and the ensuing year has been a roller-coaster of 
ups and downs, of surges followed by receding num-
bers. The coronavirus situation in Monrovia has been 
a microcosm of the situation throughout the rest of 
the United States during this time. 
     But we are finally seeing what looks to be a gen-
eral leveling off of the number of confirmed cases, in 
part because the Thanksgiving and Christmas holi-
days are past and in part because vaccinations are 
beginning to slow the rate of new infections. 

     As can be seen in the line graph below, the num-
ber of cases per day has slowed to what they were at 
the beginning of the pandemic. This will prove to be 
good news to those looking to return to a normal 
work environment and young people hoping to get 
back into the classroom. Grandparents will get to hug 
their grandkids and the rest of us will be able to enjoy 
a leisurely meal at a local restaurant and maybe 
even take in a movie. 
     It is likely that masks will be with us for a while as 
will the other safety protocols recommended by 
health officials. Even so, a minor respite will be wel-
come news after a full year of isolating at home and 
putting friendships, family gatherings, and vacations 
on hold. 

 
     With the Monrovia Historical Museum closed dur-
ing the pandemic, the members of the museum 
board are in the process of updating several of the 
exhibits. In particular, they are looking for a WWII 
helmet and someone who can clarify information 
about the various insignias in the Monrovia at War 
exhibit. 
     Another exhibit that is being updated is the tele-
phone exhibit. To make room for the fire department 
exhibit (profiled in the February 2021 newsletter), the 
phone collection was removed from the wall at the 
west end of the museum and will be relocated. The 
board is hoping to find someone who is knowledgea-
ble about phones and can make at least one of the 
vintage phones operational. 

     If you know of someone who can help the muse-
um staff with these challenges, please contact the 
museum. 
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     One of the most common requests to come to 
MOHPG through the Contact Us feature of our web-
site is for information about the history of a particular 
home, usually the one being lived in by the owner. 
While detailed and well-documented data exists for 
the better known homes in town (e.g., Idlewild, Mills 
View and the Burr House), little is known about the 
majority of the 2500 vintage homes still standing that 
were built before 1940. 
     There are exceptions, of course, and one is given 
below. Steve Baker, an original MOHPG member 
and current city historian, researched the history of 
the Campbell home which is located at 206 Helio-
trope Avenue. Although the house has never been 
on tour, Howard Jue was a good friend of Steve’s, 
and Steve compiled the information on this house 
from property tax records, city directories, newspaper 
articles, and other databases. Several vintage photos 
also exist for the house which was built in 1887, mak-
ing it one of Monrovia’s “First Houses.” 

     The house was built for Cyrus A. Campbell who, 
with Joseph F. Sartori and Frank N. Myers, placed 
the Pacific View Tract on the market in August of 
1887.  Campbell moved into the house in March of 
1888.  An item in the "Monrovia Messenger" of Au-
gust, 1889 mentions that the house had been sold to 
a Mrs. Hewes, but her ownership was brief, because 
an article in the "Messenger" of February, 1890 men-

tions that the house had been sold to John H. Bartle, 
who was long prominent in the community and was a 
personal friend of Joseph F. Sartori.  Bartle became 
the dean of Monrovia bankers and held several elec-
tive offices.  His wife, Amelia, was the first president 
of the Saturday Afternoon Club, and their daughter, 
Kathleen, and son, Gerald, were also prominent in 
the community.  Bartle sold the house to the Rev. 
William Uhl circa 1892.  He and his wife, Lucinda 
Cook Uhl, spent the remainder of their lives in the 
house.   
     Upon the death of Lucinda Uhl in 1900, ownership 
of the house passed to their son and daughter-in-law, 
Emanuel and Anna G. Uhl.  Emanuel and his wife 
came to Monrovia from Iowa with their daughter 
Gretchen in 1896 and first lived in the Perkins House 
in the Pacific Tract.  They moved into the Campbell 
House circa 1903 and spent the remainder of their 
lives there.  Emanuel died in 1917 and Anna in 
1927.  Gretchen was married in the house to Harry 
Booth in 1919.  After Gretchen and Harry moved into 
201 S. Shamrock and Anna's death, the house be-
came a rental, and remained as such until 1986, 
when it was sold to Howard C. Jue after 94 years of 
family ownership.  After Howard's death in 2014 own-
ership passed to his heirs.  The Campbell House is 
one of the four remaining houses of the seven that 
were originally built on the Pacific View Tract in 1887. 



Page 7         www.mohpg.org                              April 2021 

 
     The MOHPG Board of Directors held its fourth 
virtual board meeting on Sunday, March 7, with elev-
en of the twelve board members in attendance. The 
minutes of the February meeting were approved as 
submitted by Martha Rund. 
 

Kristen Norton reported that the membership total 
remains at 197, same as last month. The onlt change 
was that Martha Rund upgraded her membership to 
the Supporter level. 
 

No financial reports were submitted to the board for 
this meeting. However, a status report of our three 
CDs was submitted by Jim Wigton. We have three 
CDs with Snowden Financial in Pasadena that are in 
what is called “laddered” CDs, meaning the CD rate 
increases over time. The CDs were opened in Octo-
ber 2019 and have averaged around 1.4% interest 
during that time. 
 

With monthly programs still on hold, Lee Schamadan 
is attempting to set up a Zoom meeting for members 
dealing with the topic ADUs (Accessory Dwelling 
Units). Once the particulars have been finalized, 
members will be informed so they can participate if 
they wish. 

Progress continues towards the presentation of a vir-
tual home tour for May 1—May 9. There will be sev-
en homes profiled in the tour videos: 317 Heather 
Heights Court (1941 Minimal Traditional), 427 S. 
Shamrock Avenue (1912 Arts & Crafts Craftsman), 
161 N. Magnolia Avenue (1905 Craftsman), 201 S. 
Shamrock Avenue (1921 English Cottage), 175 Lin-
coln Place (1926 Vernacular), 354 N. Magnolia Ave-
nue (1929 English Cottage/Storybook), and 269 N. 
Ivy Avenue (1907 Craftsman). The hosting service 
we will be using is Event Brite. They will handle all 
registrations and will charge 2% + $0.79 for each 
paid ticket. Board member Kristin Norton who has 
had experience setting up Event Brite events for Pas-
adena Heritage will help establishing an account and 
creating the different pages that people will see when 
registering. All the filming of the homes has been 
completed, including the vintage cars and the front 
porch docents. 
 

The only item of old business was to mention that the 
digital spring edition of Monrovia Today, put out by 
the city, is now available on the city website. MOHPG 
has a full page (page 18). The flipbook can be ac-
cessed by clicking here. 
 

The renewal of our membership with the Conference 
of California Historical Societies is now due (cost 
$50). The board unanimously approved renewing. 
Also, of note the city council has authorized city staff 
to prepare/process a landmark application for the 
Farmers Club fountain in Library Park. One other 
item concerned the inability of advertisers to pay 
MOHPG for an ad electronically. After some discus-
sion and the acknowledgment that this would likely 
only be used by a few individuals, the board decided 
to let advertisers pay using the Donation page on the 
website. 
There was no correspondence to report. 
 

The next board meetings will be April 11 and May 16. 

   

Liberace Foundation for the Performing 
And Creative Arts 
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Hal Leavens 

Darrell Brooke 
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Brooke Law Group, PC 
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Jim Wigton 
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Richard Andrews 
Janice Melton 

Martha Rund 
 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 

http://www.flipbook.thesaucecs.com/Monrovia/mobile/index.html
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MOHPG 
P.O. Box 734 
Monrovia, CA   91017 
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Address Correction Requested 

April 
  4  Sun  Easter 
  11  Sun  MOHPG Virtual Board Meeting, 10 am 
 
May 
  1-9  Sat-Sun MOHPG presents its first Virtual Historic Homes Tour. 
      Viewers will have 9 days in which to view the videos of 
      the homes on tour. Further details in this newsletter. 
  5  Wed  Cinco de Mayo 
  16  Sun  MOHPG Virtual Board Meeting, 10 am 
  31  Mon  Memorial Day 
 
June 
  6  Sun  MOHPG Virtual Board Meeting, 10 am 
  14  Mon  Flag Day 


