



elevated risk, their health and safety was of primary conBeginning in 1983, MOHPG started hosting a home cern. As an example of some the consequences under
tour of Monrovia’s vintage gems, allowing residents and consideration, what if the board had decided to go ahead
visitors alike to get a glimpse into the interiors of some of with the tour but most people stayed home over their
our most notable homes and even those
health concerns? What would be the
that might be just average but have been
point of hosting a tour for just a handful of
nicely restored. This yearly tradition that
people?
celebrates our architectural heritage has
The expectation is that this pandemic
come to a temporary halt in 2020 as conwill runs its course just as previous pancerns over the coronavirus pandemic,
demics have done in the past. MOHPG
which started in China at the end of 2019
plans to resume hosting this community
and has managed to spread to most of
event in 2021, and we hope at that time
the world’s countries, have begun to
to showcase the homes that had been
have a major impact on our normal, dayscheduled to appear on tour this year.
to-day life in the U.S. as well as around
In the meantime we hope that everythe world.
one takes simple, common sense steps
On Sunday, March 15, 2020, the
to minimize their exposure so that this
MOHPG Board of Directors met in a spehealth crisis passes soon.
cial session to consider what to do about
the upcoming home tour that had been scheduled for Sunday, May 3. It was important to make a decision early as
the need to place printing orders was imminent. As the
board members took turns giving their opinions, it became
obvious that the board as a whole was of one mind on the
matter. A motion was made and seconded, and the board
voted unanimously to cancel the home tour for 2020.
Although re-scheduling the tour was a possibility, the
logistical nightmare that would result made such a move
unfeasible, and so the decision was made to cancel and
not try to re-schedule.
The welfare of three main groups - the homeowners,
the tour goers, and the docents - made this decision an
easy one. While the tour is MOHPG’s primary, yearly fundraiser, there is simply too much uncertainty across the
region and throughout the country, and the fear manifesting itself in people’s actions (like runs on supplies in supermarkets and other food distributors) made it obvious The above collection of photos was taken for the home tour
that there could be no other choice. With many of our tour in 2019.
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goers and docents in an age category that puts them at an
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With the 2020 Historic Homes Tour cancelled, a
reasonable question might be, What impact will this
have on our ability to carry out our mission?
The short answer is little to none. Over the past
several years the board has taken steps to reduce our
expenses, thereby making our operation less dependent on income from the tour (With tour attendance
dropping over the past half dozen years, we were experiencing a corresponding drop in revenue, and it
was difficult to predict if the trend would continue). For
example, starting in 2018 we solicited ads for the
newsletter to help cover printing and mailing costs.
While we went digital several years ago, there are still
members who prefer to receive a hardcopy of the
newsletter, albeit in black and white rather than the
digital color version. That move has reduced the yearly
cost of mailing newsletters (about 60 per month) to
less than $100. Prior to going digital, our yearly newsletter costs were about $3300!
Another move was to add two categories of membership - Heritage Circle and Supporter - to the choices new and returning members could select from. This
year alone those special memberships have added
about $1800 to our reserves. Even during the tour we
have been able to curtail our expenses. Submitting the
tour brochure as almost complete has enabled us to
cut the cost of the brochure by almost a third.
Moving forward, we will continue to make our yearly
contributions to the Monrovia Historical Museum and
the Monrovia Historical Society, as well as making other donations (e.g., the Monrovia Library and the summer music festival). Our strong membership base has
been a constant throughout our 40 year history, and
the current situation will not hamper our continued efforts nor prevent us from tackling worthwhile projects
(like we did in 2018 when we placed “first houses”
plaques on 43 Monrovian Victorian homes).
Of course, we have no way to predict the final outcome of the pandemic, but we feel that by 2021 we
should be able to resume hosting this annual tradition
of a home tour. Thanks to all of you for your commitment to preservation!

■ ■ ■
Staff
Jim Wigton
Susie Ling

NEWSLETTER

The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
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grams will be published in our newsletters as well as
notifications sent to members via email.
Another causality of the coronavirus pandemic
has been the postponement of the MOHPG program
that had been scheduled for April 25 on ADUs
(Accessory Dwelling Units). The topic is a timely one,
given the acute, affordable housing shortage now
prevalent throughout the region as well as throughout the state of California.
Because of the importance of bringing current information on this topic to our membership, we have
decided to re-schedule the program as soon as possible and we are tentatively looking at Saturday, May
23 at 10 am, dependent of course on the health situation at that time.. Updated information on our proLibrary, 5:30 pm. This is a potluck dinner and review
of the past fiscal year.
Earlier this year, programs chair Lee Schamadan
submitted to the MOHPG Board a list of possible
monthly programs extending to the end of 2020. The
current coronavirus health situation makes finalizing
these plans impossible at this time. However, we will
continue to monitor the status of the pandemic and
will make appropriate decisions that place the safety
of our members as the first priority.
Following is a tentative schedule of programs for
the remainder of the year:
Saturday, May 23, 10 am - program to be held in a
private home. Presentation on the ABCs of ADUs
and what you need to know if you are contemplating
building an ADU on your property.
June 20 or 27 - Program to be held at Pasadena Architectural Salvage, 2600 E. Foothill Blvd, Pasadena.
The program has yet to be finalized but will be tied to
the DIY Restored restorations taking place in Monrovia in early 2020.

Saturday, July 25, 5:30 pm - Annual MOHPG meeting and program, Community Room of the Monrovia

August
No programs are scheduled for this month as
MOHPG is dark in August.
Saturday, September 12, 11 am to 2 pm - 4th Annual Earthquake Workshop, Community Room, Monrovia Library. This is our annual partnership with the
Monrovia Fire Department to present information that
will help residents better prepare in the event of a
significant earthquake.
Saturday, October 17 - A tentative idea is in the
works with two options for the program for this
month.
November 7 or 14 - MOHPG will visit the San Antonio Winery in Los Angeles (737 Lamar St), across
from Union Station. Attendees have the option of
traveling via the Gold Line as the winery is close by.
December
We may decide to have another holiday party this
month, given that the response from last year was so
positive. An alternative option will be a program on
stained glass that would take place in Sierra Madre.
Please remember that these plans are only tentative and with many variables in place there most likely be changes made to this outline. As can be deduced from the above summary, Lee works hard to
provide a range of programs that take into account
the various interests and pastimes of our membership.
Suggestions for future programs from members
are always welcome. If you would like to suggest a
specific idea for a program, please contact Lee or
any board member.
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The regularly scheduled meeting of the Historic
Preservation Commission took place on Wednesday,
February 26. All six commissioners were present (A
seventh member has yet to be appointed by the City
Council to replace Bruce Carter who passed away in
November). There were five items on the agenda.
Certificate of Appropriateness for 228 W. Olive
Drive, an 1887 Folk Victorian (HL#143). The owners
want to rebuild a raised deck at the rear of the house
that has been causing damage to the structure of the
home. Approved 5-0 (1 recusal).
Certificate of Appropriateness for 217 E. Greystone Avenue, 1 1911 two-story Craftsman with
Swiss Chalet elements (HL #116). The owners are
proposing to build an outdoor kitchen in the backyard, replacing an existing free standing patio cover.
Approved 5-0 (1 recusal).
Determination of Historical Significance for 541
W. El Norte Avenue, a 1947 ranch house sub-theme.
Because the owner proposes to demolish either 50%
of the roof structure, 50% of total exterior wall area or
25% of an y exterior wall facing a public street, the
property must be evaluated as to its historical signifi-

MOHPG board member Alan Morse hosted the
February 29 program at his 1921 Craftsman home on
Alta Vista on Saturday, February 29. The speaker
for the morning was locally-based craftsman Jimi
Hendrix who has been working on vintage homes in
Monrovia for several decades and who has also engineered several home moves to save threatened
buildings. Jimi took attendees through the process of
how he earthquake retrofitted the home and also how
he and the home owners handled the decisionmaking involved in restoring the front entrance to the
home.
Alan then took everyone on a tour of his music
studio behind the house where he practices playing
his instruments and recording music. For the seventeen people in attendance it was a treat to learn
about another member’s passion for music.
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cance. Staff determined that, under the seven aspects of historic integrity, the property did not have
architectural or known historic value and thus was
eligible for a status code of 6Z. Approved 6-0.
Determination of Historical Significance for 1040
Norumbega Drive, a 1952 Ranch House style home.
Staff determined that, under the seven aspects of
historic integrity, the property did not have architectural or known historic value and thus was eligible for
a status code of 6Z. Approved 6-0.
Determination of Historical Significance for 541
W. El Norte Avenue, a 1947 ranch house sub-theme.
Because the owner proposes to demolish either 50%
of the roof structure, 50% of total exterior wall area or
25% of an y exterior wall facing a public street, the
property must be evaluated as to its historical significance. Staff determined that, under the seven aspects of historic integrity, the property did not have
architectural or known historic value and thus was
eligible for a status code of 6Z. Approved 6-0.
Determination of Historical Significance for 227
E. Walnut Avenue, a 1925 vernacular style home.
Staff determined that, under the seven aspects of
historic integrity, the property did not have architectural or known historic value and thus was eligible for
a status code of 6Z. Approved 6-0.

Jimi Hendrix (center right, standing) gives those in attendance a brief synopsis of the work done on the front door
entrance (behind him) and how the owners made decisions about how to restore the look.
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To recognize the 100th anniversary of women
gaining the right to vote (suffrage) in the United
States, MOHPG and the Monrovia Historical Museum joined forces to present a special program on the
history of women’s suffrage. The speaker for the afternoon of Sunday, March 8, was Pauline Field. The
event was held on International Women’s Day which
interestingly is not celebrated in the U.S.
Almost 40 people were treated to a history lesson
of the struggle of women to gain the right to vote.
And there was much to learn. For example, the fight
for women’s suffrage in the U.S. began in 1848. The
first state to grant that right was Wyoming in 1869.
By the time the constitutional amendment came before Congress, fifteen states had already grant that
voting right to women.
The 19th Amendment to the Constitution, granting women the right to vote, was passed by Congress on June 14, 1919. However, a minimum number of states was required to ratify the amendment

and the final state to do so (Tennessee) did it on August 18, 1920.
Of course, voting is only one aspect of the fight
for women to be viewed equally as men under the
law. The Equal Rights Amendment (ERA), which
would give women that recognition, is still not a law.
As of 2020 a total of 38 states have ratified the ERA.
But complications surrounding that number which is
the minimum needed have held up a final resolution.
As an example, five states that originally ratified the
ERA have since rescinded that action, leaving into
question whether or not the minimum has actually
been reached.
While the vast majority of Americans favor the
ERA, it has been decades since the amendment was
first introduced and today its passage is still very
questionable.
After the program ended, attendees were able to
sample cupcakes donated by Becky Rivanis of the
Rivanis Baking Company.
THANKS, BECKY!!

A room full of people greeted the program’s speaker Pauline Field who spoke on the history of the women’s suffrage
movement in the United States and the status of the Equal Rights Amendment.

To see the video of the event produced by KGEM’s
David Palomares, go to:
https://www.facebook.com/
CommunityMediaOfTheFoothills/
videos/3083923014975817/
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On June 28, 1991, a 5.6 earthquake struck this
area at 7:43 am, causing damage estimated in the
$33 - $40 million range. The epicenter was 7.5 miles
northeast of Sierra Madre and hence this event has
been referred to as the Sierra Madre Earthquake. It
was considered a moderate earthquake, and only
403 structures had damage. One of those, the 1923
Spanish Colonial Revival home on North Myrtle
(known as the Upton Sinclair home because this was
where the Pulitzer-Prize-winning author resided from
1942-1966), moved 1¼ inches off its foundation.
The owner at the time wanted to tear down the
house, but the owner’s insurers and the City of Monrovia reached conflicting conclusions based on engineering reports. The city felt the building could be
repaired while the owner deemed the building beyond repair. Because the home had been listed on
the National Register of Historic Places in 1971, the
final outcome would be significant to preservationists.
The battle to resolve the issue took four years, with
both the California Office of Historic Preservation and

the courts playing significant roles. Monrovia city
planner Vance Pomeroy led the effort by the city to
prevent the demolition of the house.
The owner at the time of the earthquake ended up
selling the house, and the new owners were able to
complete the extensive restoration of the home in
just six months.
In 1998, as a result of this noteworthy restoration
project, the California Preservation Foundation
awarded the Upton Sinclair house project a Preservation Design Award in the Rehabilitation/Adaptive

This interior photo of the living room and fireplace surround gives an indication of just how extensive a restoration project was necessary in order to restore the home to
its previous grandeur.

The Upton Sinclair home on North Myrtle as it appears today. The home is locally landmarked (HL #14) and also
appears on the National register of Historic Places.
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Reuse category. You may recall that in 2018 the
Santa Fe Depot was also recognized with the same
award for the care taken in restoring that longdilapidated structure.
While many of Monrovia’s significant architectural
structures have been lost over time, it is gratifying
that the Upton Sinclair home did not get added to the
list of failures. It has appeared on the Historic Homes
Tour three times – in1989, in 1998, and most recently in 2016. It is a treasure that continues to be a part
of Monrovia’s architectural history.
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The MOHPG board met on Sunday, March 1, at
10 am with 11 of the 12 board members present. The
minutes from February were approved with no corrections/additions.
Chair Kristen Norton reported that paid up memberships for 2020 total 185 households. An email reminder was sent February 22 to those who have not
yet renewed. MOHPG will be offering a special deal
for new members on tour day only - 1 1/2 year membership at one-year price plus two free tickets to the
walking tour.

Alan Morse emailed the financial report to board
members prior to the meeting. There was little
change except that MOHPG sent a check to the
Monrovia Historical Society for $5000 for the new
roof.
Seventeen people attended the program February
29 at the Morse’ home. On Sunday, March 8,
MOHPG and the Historical Museum are cosponsoring a special program honoring the 100th anniversary of women’s suffrage. The April program will
be held at 312 E. Colorado and the topic with be
ADUs (Accessory Dwelling Units). Chair Lee Schamadan has sketched out possible programs for the remainder of 2020 and working to finalize the details.
Complete details of the upcoming program are posted on page 3 of each newsletter and usually a reminder is sent to members by email.
Five homes have been confirmed for the home
tour, all of which will be on the tour for the first time.
They are: a 1931 Spanish Revival, a 1941 Minimal
Traditional, a 1905 Craftsman, a 1912 Arts & Crafts
Craftsman, and a 1927 Storybook English Cottage.
In addition a private garden and the Monrovia Community Garden will also be open with special demonstrations. The Monrovia Historical Museum and the
Anderson House Museum will also be included on
the tour (The new roof on the Anderson House
should be done by tour day!). On tour day only

MOHPG will be accepting credit cards for ticket purchases. The street banner will be placed on Myrtle
and Olive beginning April 20. The pre-tour dinner will
be held at 511 W. Hillcrest Blvd on May 2. Janie Gallandat, Martha Rund, and Jim Wigton will visit the
tour houses during the week of March 22-28. The
quoted price for this year’s tour brochure (650 copies) will be $2203.50.
Michael Kaplan reported that the number of
MOHPG Facebook friends continues to grow and
now stands at 2055. The DIY TV program Restored
has been working on three Monrovia homes and that
work should be done by the middle of March. Two of
those homes will be on the tour this year, so tour goers will be able to compare the before/after looks of
the homes.
The next walking tour of downtown Monrovia will
be Saturday, March 7, at 10 am. The Monroe Elementary School requested two complimentary tour
tickets to use in their silent auction, and that request
was approved by the board. Also approved was a
donation of $100 for the Monrovia Library summer
reading program (MOHPG has made this donation
now for several years).
Over the past 12 months there have been 87
“Contact Us” inquiries through our website. Last
month alone there were 8 inquiries.
The next board meeting will be Sunday, April 5.
There will not be a board meeting in May due to the
home tour.





Hal Leavens
Cleve & Gloria Crudgington
Jim Wigton
Darrell Brooke
John Ferrell/Megan Spargo-Ferrell
Frank & Tammy Guarino
Donna Baker
Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley
Richard Andrews
Oliver & Bobbie Chi
Janice Melton
Edith Repp
Wendy Gruber
For information on how YOU can become a member at the
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org
and look under Membership.
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Last day of school - MUSD
MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
(Meeting dependent on coronavirus situation.)
Flag Day
Father’s Day
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