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MOHPG recently completed installing brass
plaques on 44 of Monrovia’s “First Houses,” an effort
we considered so important that we are featuring six of
those houses (seven, if you include the Anderson
House Museum which was built in 1886) on the 2019
Historic Homes Tour. So what challenge is next?
That is a question perhaps you can answer. While
the Board of Directors handles the financial affairs of
MOHPG and makes decisions about the organization’s
activities, members are also entitled to recommend
actions that they deem important to pursuing our ongoing mission.
The board encourages your input in this area.
Members are always welcome to attend monthly board
meetings and see how business is conducted. If you
would like to see us undertake a particular project,
please make your suggestion to any board member or
attend a board meeting to present your idea in person.
As a follow-up to this year’s home tour, our June
program will be extra special. Steve Baker, MOHPG
board member, town historian, and repository of all
things Monrovia, will be taking us on an exclusive tour
of the Live Oak Cemetery. And what will we be seeing,
you ask? This unique outing will be a visit to the
graves of former owners of the homes that were on
tour this year. Steve will be sharing anecdotes and
personal histories of these owners as only he can.
Steve has done numerous cemetery tours in the
past, and they have always been well received. His
specialty, of course, has been the tours he has led
around Halloween.
The tour is open to everyone who participated in or
attended the tour of “first houses.” It will be held on
Sunday, June 23, at 1 pm. As if you needed further
incentive to attend, the folks at Live Oak will be hosting
an “ice cream social.” How Victorian is that?
Further details will be contained in the June 2019
newsletter. Be sure to mark your calendars now.
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Staff
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NEWSLETTER

The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article submissions and letters from our members for publication in
the newsletter. All submissions are subject to editing.
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For decades residents of Monrovia have driven
down South Shamrock Avenue, bypassing the 1927
vintage gas station standing at the corner of Shamrock and Olive Avenues. It has stood as a silent sentinel along what used to be the original Route 66
through Monrovia. And for many of those years,
members of the community have wondered about its
history and what the future holds in store for the
structure.
Now, for the first time, MOHPG members will
have the chance to see inside the building and learn
about its past history and what plans are in store for
the future. Because the gas station will likely be sold
in the near future, this may be our only opportunity to
see firsthand what makes this structure a special part
of our city’s history.



WHEN: Thursday, April 25, 2019
TIME: 6 pm
LOCATION: Shamrock Avenue, across from
Recreation Park
For probably the first time ever, MOHPG members
will get the opportunity to see inside one of Monrovia’s iconic buildings, the gas station on Shamrock
Avenue. Don’t miss this once in a lifetime chance to
visit this Route 66 treasure.
when extra help was needed. When Delmar passed
away in 1981, Dale bought the business from his
aunt in January 1983 and named the station Dale’s
Auto Service. The gas station continued to operate
as an auto repair service until several years ago.
Dale passed away on April 12, 2018.
Given the preservation community’s keen interest
in seeing the station preserved, it is important to get
this once in a lifetime look behind the scenes. Members of the City Council as well as members of the
Historic Preservation Commission have been invited
to attend this special event. Don’t you miss it!

Dale Smith

On Thursday, April 25, at 6 pm, we will get a private tour of the facility by Debbie Smith, the widow of
the owner of the gas station. Dale Smith was an auto
mechanic who went to work for his uncle, Delmar
Leist, who acquired ownership of the gas station in
1969. Dale left shortly thereafter because he was not
getting enough hours of work, but returned in 1972
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Undated early photo of the gas station.
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MOHPG members once again took to the rails on
Saturday, March 16, on the first really warm day in
months. Fifteen travelers were treated to a guided
tour of the art that decorates the Gold Line stations
from Monrovia to APU/Citrus College which is currently the last Gold Line station (plans call for six
more stations to be added in the near future). The art
tour, one that is offered by Metro, was similar to the
one that MOHPG members took last year, also during March, but that tour went west from Arcadia to
Union Station.
Our docent for this trip was Eirin Ferreiro who also
was one of the docents from a year ago. She identified what the art at each station represented and how After concluding the art tour of the Gold Line Stations,

members were treated to a tour of the Durrell House Museum in Azusa. Jeffrey Cornejo (2nd from left) and Dale Martin (3rd from left) each took half the group through the
house as they explained many of the interesting historical
pieces in the museum. As a thank you for opening the
home for this special outing, MOHPG made a donation to
the museum.

it is tied to the history of the communities along the
Gold Line route. In many cases the art is so subtle as
to be overlooked by those who use the light rail system to travel.

MOHPG members pose for a group portrait prior to beginning their tour of the Gold Line Stations.





Darrell Brooke
Frank & Tammy Guarino
Cleve & Gloria Crudgington
Hal Leavens
John & Megan Ferrell
Nancy McGrain

Metro docent Eirin Ferreiro (in reflective jacket) explains
each of the stations unique artwork, created by artisans to
highlight historical elements of each location.

Vicky Hansen
Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley
Wendy Gruber
Susanne Hayek
Rich & Joyce Rickenbrode
For information on how YOU can become a member at the
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG
website
www.mohpg.org
and look under Membership.
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Readers of this newsletter will recognize the
name Susie Ling. Susie is an oftentimes contributor
to this newsletter (She is an Associate Professor of
History and Asian American Studies at PCC). Her
latest contribution comes in the form of a keen eye.
While visiting Olvera Street in downtown Los Angeles, near Union Station, she observed the tile at the
right on the walkway underneath a California pepper
tree near the Avila Adobe.
If anyone knows the story behind this tile and how
it came to be placed at this location, we would love to
hear from you. And if we get the information, we will
share it with you at that time.
Photo by Susie Ling

Only five board members (out of 10) were present
at the board meeting in March, so approval of the
minutes from the previous two months had to be
postponed until April.
Current membership stands at 203. One new
member was added since the last meeting - Philip
Sokoloff. A total of 35 members have not renewed.
There was no treasurer’s report presented. At the
next board meeting there will be a discussion about
transferring our CD’s to a bank with a higher rate.
There were 35 members who attended the February 23 potluck at the home of John and Penny Zuk.
On March 16 members will take another Metro Art
Tour from Monrovia to Azusa. A possible visit to the
Shamrock gas station is set for April (Members will
receive email notification). Steve Baker will lead a
cemetery tour on Sunday, June 23, at 1 pm, visiting
the graves of owners of this year’s tour houses. Live
Oak Cemetery will provide refreshments.
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Five homes have been confirmed for the tour
while a sixth is being sought. Martha Rund is beginning to contact former house captains to see if they
would be interested again this year. She will soon
start contacting members to be docents.
There is no update on the piano donation. The
following items were printed in February - 500
MOHPG brochures at $273.04; 200 wallet cards at
$263.51; and 1000 Visitor Guides at $446.74. The
brochure on the history of the post office mural will
be printed as soon as the ad checks have been received.
No walking tour was held in March due to the
rain. President Jim Wigton will present a slideshow
to the Kiwanis on March 28.
Two inquiries this month: one asking if there was
a downloadable tour and another asking about Heritage Circle membership recognition.
The next meetings will be April 7 and April 28.
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torian, Historic Landmark #16. This home has
been on tour in 1988, 1993, 2000, and 2011.
In addition, both of the town’s museum will be open the Monrovia Historical Museum and the Anderson
In what has been become an annual tradition for House Museum. The Anderson House is also one of
members of MOHPG and also for the community, the Monrovia’s “First Houses,” built in 1886. It is furMonrovia Historic Preservation Group will be hosting nished with items that could be found in houses back
its 37th annual tour of historic homes in Monrovia. in 1886.
Making this year’s tour a
Besides being the main
bit extra special is the fact
yearly
fundraiser
for
that all the homes being
MOHPG, the tour gives us
showcased belong to a
the opportunity to share the
rather exclusive category wealth of our architectural
they are all “First Houses.”
heritage with the communiThat is, each of these
ty and with visitors alike.
homes was built before the
Many individuals have
end of 1887. They are speworked hard over the past
cial because there are only
decades to insure that
67 of them left standing.
these homes remain a conThe
homes
being
stant fixture in the commushown are:
nity. While many of our
1. 224 W. Olive Ave, an
“gems” have been lost over
1887 Queen Anne Victhe years, we prefer to
torian, Historic Landdwell on the wealth of what
mark #83. This home
remains (There are over
was on tour in 1985,
2500 pre-1940 homes still
1989, and 2000.
standing in town!) and to
2. 228 W. Olive Ave, an
celebrate what has sur1887 Fold Victorian,
vived.
Historic
Landmark
The tour provides the
#143. This home has
single
most
important
never been on tour bechance for members to
fore.
show their support by vol3. 232 N. Alta Vista Ave,
unteering as docents or
an 1887 Queen Anne
house captains. It usually
Victorian. This home
takes over 100 volunteers
has never been on tour
Photos from the 2018 tour by Larry Marotta
to help share each home’s
before.
history with the people who
4. 447 W. Hillcrest Blvd, an 1887 Queen Anne Vic- come on the tour (Most of them are repeat attendtorian. This home has been on tour only once be- ers). Docent chair Martha Rund spends over a month
fore, in 2012.
contacting members and other volunteers (about one
5. 225 Monroe Place, an 1884 Queen Anne Victori- -third of our docents are not members of MOHPG) to
an, Historic Landmark #82. This is the oldest fill all the docent slots. Fortunately, she always manhome in Monrovia and has been on tour in 1990, ages to fill all the spots.
1995, 2006, and 2011.
(con’t on page 7)
6. 255 N. Mayflower Ave, an 1887 Queen Anne Vic-
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At the February 23 MOHPG winter potluck, an
update was presented regarding several buildings of
interest around town. One of the buildings mentioned
during the evening’s presentation, a house at 714 W.
Colorado, has been sitting unfinished for many
years, the wood already in a severe state of decay.
Now, the question of what will happen with the house
has become moot.
On March 6, a suspected arson fire completely
destroyed the home, as well as damaging a home
next door. A suspect has been arrested, and no one
was severely injured in the blaze.
Craig Jimenez, who is the Planning Division Manager at the City of Monrovia, was contacted about
the status of this house prior to the February 23
MOHPG gathering. He said that this very large home
had been approved for construction prior to the October 2016 revised regulations passed by the City
Council that placed size limits on new home construction. However, Craig noted that in the event that
the home had to be razed (Construction on the home
had stopped, and the wood already in place was
badly decaying), a replacement home would have to
conform to the new regulations put in place over two
years ago.
It remains to be seen as what will now be built on
the property.
(con’t from page 6)

After
we have

This year Janie Gallandat is serving as tour chair,
a commendable choice by the board as she has
served as a docent and house captain for many
years. Virtually all of last year’s tour committee members have returned to resume their duties, thus
providing for continuity of quality from year to year.
And just who are those committee members?
John and Katie Watson handle ticket sales, Alan
Morse is the treasurer, Steve Baker compiles the
house histories, Jim Wigton does the name badges,
Lynn Matthiesen coordinates the vendors, Gloria
Crudgington arranges the junior docents, Michael Khanchalian lines up the vintage car owners, Larry Marotta handles the photography chores,
Kathleen Fresquez and Lee Schamadan sell tickets on tour day, Robbie Brady and Dean Candia secure advertisers for the brochure, Jim Constantian
plays his antique phonograph on tour day, Hal Leavens delivers the banner to be hung over Myrtle
Avenue, and Mark Howard and Michael Kane make
deliveries of supplies to the tour houses. Most of
these tour committee members have been at their
jobs for many years, some even decades. And the
experience shows. It makes possible the kind of tour
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come to expect each year. And it’s why so many of
our tour goers repeat year after year. When you add
to that the experience of seasoned house captains
and docents, it is easy to see why our tour has been
so popular for so many years.
The closer the approach of tour day is, the greater
the build up of excitement. Because all of the homes
on tour are our earliest Victorians, this tour promises
to be one to be remembered.
We hope you will be there to join us, either as a
docent or as a tour goer.
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1
7
21
28

Mon
Sun
Sun
Sun

April Fools Day
MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
Easter
MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.

May - Local, State, National Preservation Month
5
Sun
37th MOHPG Historic Homes Tour
12
Sun
Mothers’ Day
27
Mon
Memorial Day
June
2
Sun
MOHPG Board meeting, 10 am. Members welcome to attend.
5
Wed
Last day of school for Monrovia Unified School District
16
Sun
Fathers’ Day
23
Sun
Live Oak Cemetery Walk with Steve Baker, 1 pm
July
27
Sat
Annual MOHPG Potluck Meeting, 5:30 pm
September
14
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Sat

3rd Annual Earthquake Workshop, 11 am to 2 pm
(RSVPs required, starting in August). Margaret Vinci of Cal Tech will
again be the featured speaker.
www.mohpg.org
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