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by Jim Wigton 
 

      
     Congratulations are in order to MOHPG co-founder 
Bruce Carter who has been selected to fill the vacancy 
on the Historic Preservation Commission. Bruce is one 

of four people who 
gave MOHPG its 
start back in 1980, 
and his longtime 
involvement in 
preservation suit 
him admirably to 
fill this position. 
     His presence 
on the seven-
person commis-
sion will only bol-
ster what is al-
ready a strong 
group of individu-
als dedicated to 

protecting  the hundreds of vintage homes which line 
the streets of Monrovia. 
     Good luck in your new position, Bruce! 
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 Martha Rund      Alan Morse 
  
 Membership       Members-At-Large 
 Helen Falco       Gloria Crudgington 
           
 Programs  Edie Ramirez     
 Lee Schamadan  
    Charles Perry 
 Tour Chair        
 Ami Perry      One position open 
      
 Historian         
 Steve Baker       
 

■   ■   ■ 
 

NON-BOARD POSITIONS 
 

 Legal Adviser       Emails 
 Darrell Brooke       John Zuk 
  
     The MOHPG Board of Directors meets the first Sun-
day of each month except August at 10 a.m.  All mem-
bers are welcome to attend.  Contact Jim Wigton or any 
board member for meeting location. 
     MOHPG is a 501(c)(3) non-profit California corpora-
tion.  Donations and membership dues may be tax de-
ductible; consult your tax adviser.  
 

■   ■   ■ 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Staff 
     Jim Wigton 
     Susie Ling 
  
     The MOHPG newsletter staff welcomes article sub-
missions and letters  from our members for publication in 
the newsletter.  All submissions are subject to editing.   

MISSION  
The Monrovia Historic Preservation Group is entrusted 
with Monrovia’s heritage through preservation, educa-
tion, and community involvement. 

Thirty intrepid souls made the March 17 Metro Art Tour  
a fun day outing. No rain, beautiful skies, and two 
knowledgeable docents to boot! 
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     Our guest speaker for the month of April is some-
one who has had a long-time interest in the fate of 
the Aztec Hotel. Craig Owens is an author and pho-
tographer who has researched numerous inns and 
hotels to reveal their hidden secrets and stories. For 
our program on Saturday, April 7, at 10 am, he will 
be revealing information and anecdotes that he has 
gathered about the Aztec Hotel. 
     What Craig will be sharing with us is best 
summed up in his own words: 
 
“The Aztec Hotel is a landmark hotel immersed in 
mystery and legends. Intrigued by its tales of speak-
easies, death and ghosts, I began researching the 
Aztec’s history in order to dissect the facts from the 
legends. I did this by searching the local newspaper 
archives, conducting interviews, and fact-checking 
previous historical accounts. While much of the ho-

tel’s history remains murky, I have accumulated an 
impressive collection of facts and forgotten anec-
dotes that I would like to share with you. I also have 
an unusual viewpoint on the Aztec’s ghost stories, 
which I formulated after spending numerous nights in 
Room 120 and rummaging around the basement late 
at night.” 
     Craig is the author of Haunted by History: Volume 
1, a 393-page book published in 2017 that discusses 
the facts and legends of eight historic hotels and inns 
in Southern California. A review of the book that ap-
peared in Publishers Weekly in February 2018 said, 
 
“Photographer Owens distinguishes fact from fiction 
in this stimulating, heavily illustrated account of the 
supposed hauntings of eight historic Southern Cali-
fornia hotels...Lavishly illustrated and handsomely 
produced, the book’s entertaining and informative 
narrative dwells on the documented facts while dis-
pelling most of the colorful myths. “ 
 
     The program will be held in the home of Tom and 
Diane Radu, a 1917 Craftsman w/Colonial Influence 
that was landmarked four years ago. This is an event 
you won’t want to miss! 

         

WHEN: Saturday, April 7, 2018 
TIME: 10 a.m. 
WHERE: Home of Tom and Diane Radu, 
                624 E. Foothill Blvd 
 
This is our first opportunity to see the inside of this 
1917 Craftsman w/Colonial Influence that was land-
marked in 2014. And you get to hear more about the 
Aztec Hotel from someone who has studied it for 
many years. Who could pass up this combo? 

Author/Photographer Craig Owens 

624 E. Foothill Blvd - 1917 Craftsman w/Colonial Influence 
Historic Landmark #131 
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     Each year when May rolls around, MOHPG mem-
bers ready themselves to participate in their annual 
fundraiser - a historic homes tour. This year’s tour 
marks the 36th time MOHPG has hosted a tour of 
local homes, and the selection of homes will appeal 
to those who appreciate the charm and character of 
a vintage home. In addition to the Monrovia Historical 
Museum and the Anderson House Museum being 
open, there will be six private homes that visitors will 
be able to view and learn their history. Four of the six 
homes have never appeared on the tour. They fea-
ture a variety of housing styles, including Spanish 
Colonial Revival, Craftsman, Queen Anne Victorian, 
Tudor, and Minimal Traditional. 
     Each visitor will receive a handsome tour bro-
chure which contains house histories compiled by 
City Historian Steve Baker. Docent Chair Martha 
Rund will be contacting former volunteers to gather 
the over 100 docents that will be needed to provide 
visitors with detailed information about each house. 
And this year a new tour chair, Ami Perry, will coordi-
nate all the various components needed to insure the 
success of the tour, including applying her back-
ground in marketing to reach out and publicize the 
tour. 
     It usually takes over 200 people, all volunteers 
and each with a specific task, to make the tour a re-
ality. Surprisingly, about one-third of them are not 
MOHPG members but concerned folks who support 
the preservation efforts of the organization. And, of 

course, they receive free admission to view the 
homes in return for their assistance. 
     The 36th annual Historic Homes Tour is set for 
Sunday, May 6, 2018, from 10 am to 4 pm. Tickets 
may be purchased ahead of time on the MOHPG 
website (www.mohpg.org), at Dollmakers’ Kattywom-
pus, and at the Monrovia Chamber of Commerce. 
Advance Ticket Prices: 
Adult              $20    Teen     $10 
Senior (65+)   $15         12 and under admitted free 
     On the day of the tour, tickets will only be sold at 
the Monrovia Historical Museum, 742 E. Lemon Ave, 
starting at 9:30 am (This is also where Will Call will 
be located). Online tickets will cease being sold on 
Friday, May 4, at 10 pm. Tickets at Dollmakers’ will 
no longer be sold after midday on Saturday, May 5. 
     We hope that you will be able to find the time to 
volunteer for this event. First choice of house and 
shift go to those who volunteer early, so don’t wait to 
let Martha Rund know of your availability. 

1911 Craftsman 

1925 Spanish Colonial Revival, HL #67 1886 Queen Anne Victorian 

http://www.mohpg.org/
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Cleve & Gloria Crudgington 
Hal Leavens 

 

Volunteer Center—San Gabriel Valley 
Margaret Garemore 

Aztec Hotel - owner Qinhan Chen 
The Brooke Law Group, PC 

Edie Ramirez 
Joan Sullivan 

Renee Bannoura 
Wendy Gruber 

 
For information on how YOU can become a member at the 
Heritage Circle or Supporter levels, go to the MOHPG 
website                   www.mohpg.org 
and look under Membership. 

 
     After decades of viewing the neglected and dilapi-
dated Santa Fe Depot at Myrtle Avenue and Duarte 
Road as it slowly deteriorated before their eyes, the 
residents of Monrovia finally got the fulfillment of their 
hopes and dreams - a restored depot. The City of 
Monrovia pulled out all the stops on Sunday, Febru-
ary 25, 2018 to showcase the completion of this pro-
ject that went on display for the public.  
     Dignitaries - yes; speeches - yes; ribbon-cutting - 
yes. All the trappings of an appropriately planned 
dedication were present, even a complimentary 
lunch. Well over one hundred people turned out to 
savor the moment, a preservation achievement that 
the entire community could take pride in. 
     A highlight of the festivities was the dedication of 
the Robert “Bob” Bartlett Memorial located just west 
of the depot. The memorial features several panels 
of mosaic tiles, one of which displays the true-to-life 
image of Bartlett. 
     Bob Bartlett was elected mayor in 1988 and 
served in that capacity for thirteen years. He was a 
driving force for many of the redevelopment projects 
undertaken in the city during that time. This improve- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ment and revitalization of Monrovia was the key fac-
tor that led to Monrovia being named an All-American 
City in 1995 by the National Civic League, an honor 
achieved by only ten cities across the United States 
each year. 
     After the Bartlett dedication, Blaine Fetter, one of 
the principals of Daylight Limited LLC which under-
took the restoration, recapped the process which led 
to a  faithful rehabilitation of one of Monrovia’s most 
recognizable landmarks. Following his comments, 
attendees were able to view the interior of the depot. 
     Now that the restoration is complete, the next step 
is to find a vendor that will make the depot into a res-
taurant. The search for a suitable tenant has been 
ongoing for months, and it is hoped that one can be 
found soon. Once that has been accomplished, the 
community can expect that the long term viability of 
the building will be assured, and that the iconic im-
age of the depot will continue to be a part of the town 
for decades to come. 

Blaine Fetter, who owns Daylight Limited LLC with Reid 
Samuelson, undertook the year-long depot restoration. 
Here he shares a few memories with the crowd, prior to the 
ribbon-cutting and viewing of the interior. 

The image of former mayor Bob Bartlett is rendered in a 
mosaic tile by artist Carole Choucair Oueijan as a way of 
honoring his legacy of leadership in Monrovia, starting in 
the 1970s and continuing through the 1990s. 



Page 6         www.mohpg.org                    April 2018 

 

 
     With the presence of its newest addition, Bruce 
Carter, the commission met with its full body of seven 
members. There were three items on the agenda. 
 
Mills Act Contract for 310 Wildrose Avenue, HL 
#54. The new owners were requesting a Mills Act 
contract for the home which had been landmarked in 
2003 without a contract. The focus of the discussion 
revolved around requiring the removal of asbestos 
siding and replacement of inappropriate windows in 
addition to the normal requirements for entering into 
a contract (e.g., earthquake retrofit and electrical in-
spection). Approved 7-0. 
 
Certificate of Appropriateness for 518 E. Colora-
do Blvd, HL #142. The owner was requesting to re-
place the front door and seven original windows on a 
unit at the rear of the property. Approved 6-0 (one 
recusal). 
 
Determine the Historical Significance of the home 
at 135 N. Garfield Place. The owner is proposing to 
alter more than 25% of the front wall area facing the 

street and to demolish more than 50% of the roof 
structure. The home, a modest Minimal Traditional 
single family residence was constructed in 1951. Ap-
proved 7-0 with a status code of 6Z  
 
The commissioners were then given an overview of 
the Go Monrovia! Mobility Program which takes ef-
fect March 17. There was also an opportunity for the 
commissioners to make comments of the draft of the 
Historic Context Statement. Most of the comments 
had to do with the listing of 14 possible historic dis-
tricts in Monrovia. No action was taken by the com-
mission. 

 
     Nine of the eleven board members were present 
for the meeting. The minutes from the previous meet-
ing were approved. 

Helen Falco reported that the current membership 
total is 210. New members: Steve and Karen Corn-
ford, John and Marylee Hull, and Larry Spicer. In 
2017 40 memberships were paid using PayPal (there 
were 32 in 2016). 

Alan Morse was absent but sent out the financial re-
ports prior to the meeting. There was not much activi-
ty over the past month. 

Forty-one people attended the February 25 potluck at 
Bruce and Kathy Carter’s. On March 17 MOHPG will 
be taking a docent-led art tour of the Gold Line. So 
far 29 people have signed up. The April 7 program 
will feature photographer/author Craig Owens who 
will talk about the Aztec Hotel. The program will be 
held at the home of Tom and Diane Radu. 

Four houses are committed for the tour so far plus 
the two museums. Tour chair is working on a new 
approach to advertising the event. Dean Candia is 
soliciting ads for the tour brochure. People who have 
purchased tickets through our website since 2013 will 
receive an email notification of the upcoming tour. 

We have received a sample plaque to be placed on 
the first houses (cost $235.33). Darrell Brooke is 
working on a document that owners will sign to insure 
that the plaques will remain with the house. The walk-
ing tour scheduled for March 3 was rained out. 

We will continue to collect information on how other 
cities in the area handle their Mills Act contracts and 
at what cost to the cities. The board authorized a 
$100 donation to the Monrovia Library Summer 
Reading Program (We have done this for several 
years). Sylvia Dohnal’s family would like to place 
some sort of memorial in town to honor her service to 
our organization; the board made a couple of sugges-
tions. 

There were four inquiries made to MOHPG through 
the website this past month. 

The board held a special 1 1/2 hour session at the 
end of the board meeting to consider several items 
recommended by the Membership Committee formed 
several years ago, among them: changing the logo, 
creating a tag line, and revising the mission state-
ment. The board plans to continue this discussion at 
the June board meeting as no changes were made at 
this time. 

The next board meetings are scheduled for April 8 
and April 29. Members are invited to attend. 



Page 7         www.mohpg.org                    April 2018 

 

 
     During the months of March and April, the Monro-
via Legacy Project will be displaying a sampling of 
photos from the Myron Hotchkiss photo collection at 
the newly restored Santa Fe Depot. The depot will be 
open on Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays from 
1-4 pm. On display will be many never-seen-before 
photos of early Monrovia. Approximately 100 photos 
of the nearly 5000 in the collection will be on display. 
     The Legacy Project has spent over a year digitiz-
ing the photos in the collection, and this is the first 
opportunity for members of the public to see some of 
the gems in this collection. Photos are matted and 
unmatted and are available for purchase. 
     If you haven’t had the opportunity yet to visit the 
depot, you can not only view the photo collection but 
also see the inside of the just completed restoration 
of the depot. Don’t delay as this exhibit wraps up at 
the end of April. 
     Admission is free and no reservation is required. 

Legacy Project members Sandy Burud (left) and Steve 
Baker assist a visitor in finding the location of one of the 
still-standing 67 homes in Monrovia built before the end of 
1887. 

Before 

 

After 

     When it comes to doing restoration the correct 
way, no detail is too small. The above photos show 
the tile detail in the main lobby area of the depot be-
fore the start of restoration and after the conclusion. 

While the tile detail is not exact, the pattern and 
placement of the tiles demonstrate an effort to repli-
cate the appearance of the decorative tile as it exist-
ed when the depot was built in 1926. 
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April   National Volunteer Month 
 1  Sun  Easter 
 7  Sat  MOHPG program on the Aztec Hotel by author/photographer Craig 
     Owens, 10 am, at 624 E. Foothill Blvd, HL #131. 
 8  Sun  MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 a.m.  Members are welcome to attend. 
 22  Sunday Home tour homeowner/house captain meeting; 3 pm 
 28  Wed  Historic Preservation Commission meeting; 7:30 pm; City Hall 
 29  Sun  MOHPG Board Meeting, 10 a.m.  Members are welcome to attend. 
 
May   Local, State, and National Preservation Month 
 6  Sun  36th Annual MOHPG Historic Homes Tour, 10 am - 4 pm 
 13  Sun  Mothers’ Day 
 28  Mon  Memorial Day 
 
June 
 No board meeting is scheduled for June. 
 
September (Long Range) 
 22  Sat  2nd annual Earthquake Workshop, held in conjunction with the 
     Monrovia Fire Department, 11 am - 2 pm, Community Room, 
     Monrovia Library.  RSVPs required. 

MOHPG 
P.O. Box 734 
Monrovia, CA   91017 
 
www.mohpg.org 
 
Address Correction Requested 


